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President’s Page

On Groups

Kii'n.'.sf W. (J. B isc h o f ' f  M D.. has just 
jo i n e d  ;.i vcp. s p e c ia l  g r o u p  -  Past 
P r e s id e n t s  <>f th e  M ed ica l  S o c i e t y  o| 
P ie n .e v , im n t v .  H e  h as  s e r v e d u s w c - l !  m .i  
' e i v  dif f icu lt  m i le  Kn< >Cst. vi jii I'l.Ue I h e  
th an k s  . a ,il] . if n.s a n d  niv «>wn sp e c ia l  
pei'M >n.il thanks.

F’.im Pi e- 'ideni- .  a rc  i n d e e d  .1 v e n  
sp c c i . ; !  e V ' i i p  I ' . .  \ ui i  i e iV ie m K 'i  w h o  
d ie }  .ire .a id  w h a t  t .n \  did.'  W u  w h o  
h a v e  b e e n  a r o u n d  f o r . i  w h i l e  d o .  M .m v 
o f  Li1' d o  fn if o< > h a c k  ' e n  far. W h e n  i 
c a m e  to i< 'W n Ralph J o h n s o n  w a s  [iisi 
a b o u t  fo f in ish  h is  re rm  as  P r e s i d e m .  
T h e r e  are n n m  n e w  hie e s  in Liie >. ■ m m  ■ 
s u i c c  th e n  1 K l .  n o te -  O n  p a g e  r- m h ip  
i s s u e  <’f t h e  tiiillc ttn  is a lisl o| 
p re s id e n ts .  i

O n e  of  the t h i n g '  rhar i-. niosr 
remarkable t< j me ab< mi that gn am is the 
e x te n t«)f rheir involvement in p h w o a n  
activities \lanv > if them have s en  u !  iis 
physicians in numen jus wavs—medical 
sociefv  staie and national association, 
special tv societies. In 'spiral medical 
staffs, bureau. go\crninenral arid Mt.uiM- 
g o v e rn m e n ta l  boaicls ,  c 1 MilmUt's11 ■ 
attairs. ’vXe piv-'-.K laim have man'. gr< n.ir.-. 
hi at I'ji-Ip iis tj i . >n w  av 1 m' am a|ier ,uv I 
need ■ i- a : oi >r- w a' or ai'ioi I K r ' Ik v all 
-eern :<. I n; ;ini ■< >rianr

■ i,ir n r , l ;. r . n  a t l  o  ! . i p j . . s r  g p  a  i |  ■ j

■ I I ' . I ' I  i b e s ' s  l i t  s o i  h . T ,  " A , e  e \ p e O .  ■ U : i m

t h i n g s  o |  s ( „ .  ) . - n ,  . . m d  s i „ .  | , - i \  e \ n c  i s  

1 ; - n u n  i 1 1 n f . g s  < <1 1 o  ) ‘ h \  a .  i a n s  1 . a ' .  e  < >. i 

r a m  ->] ' c c  l a !  > i h h g a i  n  a  i s  r , , S f  i c i e i  \  ■ a  I ir. -’ s  

'  \ |  » " < .  t  s p e >  l a l  t h i n g s  o |  i i s  I i c .  a i a . - . e  i l i e '

! I . : • given u s  s p r - , . i a l  r h i n o s  a m . l  \ o -

I . I  I. -  ] "  1 M 1 T h i n g s  o |  . i u r s e I \  c -

I ' "  eansr.  lii.ir r-. ih<- e i b i s  dwU '\ e k i ' i .  
a< I '  i|'itec I

P h \ s n .  la r is  h a v e  o i g a m / e d  i n t o  
g u m p s — oi.i! i ( \ n'jedii al so< ie i\ .  slate  
a n d  n atc  mal as-.< >« lan- >ns. An in ie n i  is r<. 
fr-pr- s e n t  all pl'i\’M cian s ,  t< > ha\'<: a mp
hi.u  all c<m b e l o n g  to an<j e a n  h e n e l i i  
fv a n  Mai iv ph\'l-.i';t.ir)s ha\'»; i  hi (sen n o t  
to  ]-)(_• part  o l  t h e s e  ,uri.»up.s. a l t h o u g h  all 
se' -rn i<»b e l o n g  in th e  ,,-\es o f  th e  p u bl ic .  
A n d  rh ey  d> j ge f  m a i n  < ,t tl'ie b e n c h l s  o f

rhe g r o u p .  [Hiblic in t e r a c t io n ,  s c ie n t i f i c .  
p f o i c s M o m !  sum.lavds. etc . ,  e v e n  th r .u g h  
the\' lIo  n o t  p av  t h e i r  s h a re  o f  d u es .

i'l 'n'sician.s re iu l to  g e t  I n m p e d  all 
:< i g e l h e r  as a gr< a ip  I g u e s s  th a t  ^llc>uld 
ni >i b e  t' >i > u n u s u a l ,  it s e e m s  ti > b e  a n a t 
ural  h u m a n  c h a r a c l e n s i K  ro eale^ori/.e 
ihmg.-. T h a t  d< >es c r e a t e  'i >nie h a n d ic a j i s  
[\ 'i us. P .ccau se  w e  a rc  \aev\ e d  as a g v  mp1, 
d ie  !>ehavi< >ro]‘ si >ine o f  us has e f fe t  ts < »n 
all - >1 us si a n e  pl'n s i c ia i l -  a r e  a m  igaiir. 
- o  a r r o g a n c e  is s e e n  as  a g e n e r a l  trail  
i 'oi r< a's a re  s o m e !  a He-- late  m> w e  an. 
i. ' . i ' - cc ied  To 1'K iate. ''\i; -ii'e e \ r 'e s H :d  t' ■ 
:a.. e p  ' T l i e r  jm i\-k  ;a n s  r';-<,in m a k a n g  
!Yk.'0k ai m is ta k e s  'V < .a u -e  '\ e  are  i ■,,ri • T 
i I h 1 ' . in ie  gi'< )i ip’.

! Ii 'W ani ii.it t h e  iaiX'l a s  w <;.;jih\ <Ji >c 
■’ i »r.s th a t  w e  s e e m  u 1 i ' e  'npac^eel '..mvle;' 
Ht -w m a n y  ' >f \'i >u !e e ;  that - I a d i m i  r> i 
h o n g  R ic h ,  b u t  a u n h u t e  rhat a> m\ 
m o r h e r  ain.1 father,  t h e '  n a m e d  m e  W e 

e d  to  r e m e m b e r  h ai  ' ' l i\ s i i . a a n s  
m o  'Hies a re  h ig h e r  fh.m, t h e  ,n e rag e .  , ;nu 
dial  is part  o f  th e  re..si a ; Thai w e  ha', e
■ ( >me special < itiligain -ns i< > si k ic-rv \ne!
i a u s e  1 ‘t i h e  aroiai \ 1 1 ie h ig h  i n c o m e  
a -.oirie ■ ' • > ( u n -  ,ia..s ; .val  r u g a t n 'e  

aiip.ii. t o n  i h e  r>ukdh n i . ie e  o i  all Ahvsi- 
i.iii -

■ ' k. i'i e f i uuv\ is n\ a w i j.a  . o u  -\onU:
■ a l ia  ' s i'o 1 1 k > I < I o  j -^ro i r, ri t k e  a u i l e  
' h e  ■ -I -siu - o  a. ■ i a'.a ! n i [.s i ni K. :1
an  -ie p ie ' -a le i i l

i am  !i< it si ij\-\\ liai l o ,  all l ln 'ee  eh n.h u's 
• . 'o r k m g  h ig e ih er ,  o i l i n '  n .m  t like n n  
pal u l e i s  !s ii i l o s e r  lo- so|( ■■ r'-rae'tn e  > <r 
lo  e i o u p  prac t ice" ' I an i no i  -iari_. a m i  
ri :a\■ 1 ie U is jusi a m a t t e r  <.) se n ia u i  ics a n d  
d o e s  n o i  n ia irer  Too m u e h  l ’--rs< m alh  [ 
like m a lot b e l t e r  t h a n  -\oi k a l o n e ,  
an d  a |< >r In t ier th an  il I had  m w u r k  n u l l  
a la rg e r  g r o u p

; m e  o f  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  : ;| ;-) r k  n e in g  m 
a g io i . ip  is Uval vi>u c a n  i>e .' .Lirroundecl 
h y  ' i ih e r  p h y s i c i a n s  l ike '-oia— M nnlar  
p h i l o s o p h i e s  a n d  p e r s o n a l i t ie s ,  s im ila r  
a p p n > a c h e s  to  m e d i c a l  p n m i, - , - ,^  Vi, 

p e o p le .  W ith  th e  n o w  p e n  a.siye c .  >ncern 
a b o u t  t h e c o . s U i f  mc-cUcal care ,  t h e r e  h a s

been considerable  interest in collecting 
tv'geihei' phvsioans w ho se  practice style 
is boih  high ejliallc\ and cost-effective. 
There are p)n>icians w ith high cost prac
tice steles and those with low cost  prac
tice st\le.s indep endent o f  quality or 
.iccepuhihtv. s o m e  HMO s have done 
ihis, and in >w the PP< )"s are trying to do 
it Alternately there are Mime large clinics 
w hie n have gained a reputation for 
thoroughness, and expense.

The ' aiK-1' side i- uv.it phvMcians out- 
^ide rhese groups get lum ped together 
w ith all i a he r u< -e t< us. jn effect forming 
; g r o u p  --"h i  p r a c t i c e  m av be j  
nnsn< aiicr :: mav in -i be desirable to be 
mi. lud id  ai ibis 'ail o ther  " group. For 
.•xami'Ie w hen an insurance plan which 
pi'yA'ides lor i reed< mi < >1 c h o ic e  in Seiec- 
!.«m ( -r ph\ sicians hv the- insured, it must 
■’f k e  as p o l io  tii co\er the expensive 
practice 'tv les of M Lue physicians in s  
■'a a unexpected then that cost-efficient 
physicians would want to disassociate 
biemselves fn mi the gn mp o f  "all other"
■ ''In sicians fliis  i> s( ane  o f  the impetus 
k a' H\H ) s. i->p< )\. TPS s_ and managed 
health care s \  stems.

 ̂ tmion group for physicians is gain- 
mg mierest s in ce  1 am writing about 
gr- ■u]->s. i canni >( a\ ( >id cc>mnients about 
i union r i f ' i , an\ thing that cart be  clcine 
■>’ oi'gani/e physicians and influence 
a hers us a posmxe m o w . Secondly. 1 per-

n a * b d o  n o t  see  w h a t  a un ion  
■!gam/aiion could  do ihai the existing 

pnvsician groups could  not do; but if a 
■mion can do better, I am all for it.

1 he Medical Socictv  o f  Pierce Countv 
ls group tlint I will be  giving most of 
niv .m ention  to in the next vcar. J am 
i h m< Te’el and humbled bv this office, hut 
• am alsi o n  erw h elm e d — we physicians 
nave many tough issues lacing us. Our 
gn mp i il Past Presidents has rdcc d tough 
issues before, so  I w ill try t<. huiki o n  the
' radition o f  representing phvsk-i ms And 
then ], too. will jo in the group of  P-.st 
Presidents. 1 iAb

a The l-Uiik-’iiN. Jan I9SC-)



NEWS BRIEFS

MSPC Holds 
the Line on 
Dues for 1986

In tvlt’>v)!a.’ )<> Dr Hairknn cim/inenls regarding Juist j>residenls a n d  o fficers o f  the 
Society on Ihe President s /'age. /he fol/o icm g is a  listing o f  MSPC m em bers who h a re  
secret I the St Kiel)' iis officer> since PHi~

MSPC Officers
YEAR p r e s i d e n t s v ic e -p r e s i d e n t s TREASURERS

7 96  7 C h arles  l J Litrso/i R obert  IV F lo ren ce A rn o ld  f  H errm a n n
P)(>H J a m e s  D. lam bin g , R au l H. B o n d o A rn o ld  J .  H errm a n n
I •)(><; W’cDiie \\" Zimmerman R obert C. Jo h n s o n G eorg e  A. T an b a ra
/ t o R obert M. Ferguson R ich ard  T. Y im ont G eorg e  A. T an b a ra
I T ! R obert  IV F lo ren ce J a m e s  E. I la z e lr ig g G eorg e  A. T an b a ra
l ‘)~2 Lester S B ask in \\". B en  B lackett G eorg e  A. T an b a ra
F>~3 J o h n  .1/. K a u d a P au l li. B on d o G eorg e  A. T a n b a ra
r r - t 'V B en  B lackett J a m e s  G B illingsley D a v id  L. B eM iller
i t  5 fa m e s  F  E arly S tan ley  M u eller D a v id  L. B eM iller
I T h D a v id  S. H op k in s K enneth  G rah a m D a v id  L. B eM iller
J T - U u /ican  J  B a e r H erbert C. K en n ed y D av id  I.. B eM iller
I T H R alp h  A Jo h n s o n R ic h a rd  T. Y im ont L lo y d  C. E bn er
!< T ) K en neth  D. G ra h a m J o h n  F. K em m an I.lov d  C E lm er
!<)HO C h arles  ('.. R eb erg er Roy A. \'irak R ic h a r d  K  O bm e
1‘>S! G eorg e  A T an bara Vernon O. L arson .\Iyr.a S \ 'ozen ilek
/WJ l.toy d  (.’ E lm er B ru c e  L). B u c h a n a n M yra S. Y ozen dek
!')<S‘ > R obert E. D in e R ic h a rd  H aw kin s J u a n  F. C o rd o v a
/as’-I J a m e s  /’ D uffy R ic h a r d  H a /rk iu s H en ry  F. R era illiau
/0,S’5 (.,uus. IVY.'. B is c h o ff G B ru c e  Sm ith Robert IV < isborne. Jr.

MSPC finance Committee and Board
Trustees adopted the proposed N<S(-> 

MSPC. Budget that calls tor maintaining 
the- membership dues at the present level 
of  S2SS. This is the second consecutive 
veai' dues have not been increased.

The Board o f  Trustees has urged a 
conservative budget but one that pro- 
\ ides tor growth and opportunities to 
achieve the suited goals as developed at 
the June Board o f  Trustees Retreat.

A budget is a plan o f  action and 
represents an organization's blueprint 
for the Coming year as expressed in 
monetan terms. This means that die 
t organization must know what its goals 
arc before it can prepare its budget.

At the conclusion o f  fiscal vcar 10x 3 . 
reserve levels for the Society were at 
9.93",, (Sj-i.031). In 1 9Xh, Medical So 
ciety financial'consultants strongly re
commended that the organization build 
up its reserve lewis. At the conclusion 
(it 19S-t the reserve level had increased t< > 
23. i% C>32.2Ss] -|']K- f0 rCeast for 19XS 
is to conclude the year with a 31. 
(■S-n.ll^) level This was accomplished 
without a dues increase.

How Are Your Dues 
Distributed and Spent?

O ftnc  total individual dues. $66.97 is 
allocated to rhe Pierce Couniv Medical 
Library. Support to the Library comes 
from the Pierce County Hospital Council 
that contributes i0% o f  the Library's net 
operating expense and the Medical So
ciety' that contributes 60% of that ex 
pense. Total contribution in 19x6 will lie 
*39.081.

Coliege o f  Medical Education has 
been budgeted to receive $6,776 for 
1986. This equals $11.74 support from 
each member, a real bargain. In 1983. the 
individual contribution was $20.63- In

the intervening years ihe College lias 
become more sell-sustaining. The intro 
duction o f  a computer to the COMH 
Oiliee opened many opportunities lor 
the stafl to provide a greater arrav of 
programs for the membership.

Membership Benefits, Inc. In late 19x3 
publishing (>f 1 he B ulletin  and the I'/erce 
(".(HiiUy P hysician* a n d  S u rg e  >ns Rocket 
D irecto rv was brought in-house and 
con ir jctcd  with j  local firm 10 perform 
some of  the functions nccessan 10 pro 
ducc the B ulletin  and D irectory  This 
mi >ve has enabled the S< icietv t< 1 assume 
greater i.ontrol ol ihe publications. The 
B u lle t in  has b e c o m e  virtually self- 
sustaining rather than requiring c o n 
siderable subsidization from directory 
revenue. The benefits ol (his move has 
enabled MBI to b ecom e not only self- 
sustaining. but the w holly o w ned  
Society subsidiary is now in a financial 
posit ion  to begin  reim bursing the

Society for its financial support during 
its first seven years o f  existence.

MBI continues  to endorse  Puget 
Sound Collections and Physicians An
swering Service. Roth provide excellent 
services directed to ihe phvsjeians and 
both deserve the continued support o f  
the membership. Phv.sici.in Answering 
Service introduction into the local 
market has resulted m an upgrading of 
service provided b\ all answering ser
vices in the area

One ol the B< >ard of Trustees goals has 
been for the Society to improve c o m 
munications \\ ith the general mem ber
ship. instituting ihe publication o f  the 
MSPC". Newsletter in l-JKS was a siep in 
this dircciii in

A cons*, ions effort has been made bv 
the S< k ietv to increase the percentage ot 
non dues income to help in stabilizing 
membership dues

7 h e / ‘■ii/lciin. Jan , 19X0 S



!iK S S $ r© © !®
involvement!

' t i i  D ecem ber i! u ■ i vt I '<.■ i'1' 'if the
Aiedkai ■si.i.iux < i inii'iuimt' Action 
I earns and ivi>ic>l'HI.!H\c/.s < >\ > ichcr pn >- 
fcssions. hu-nic-scs .ui«i > irganu'.ttiorts 
lrnp.icicd J >\ rhc iiahilin issue attended 
■1 U k r lm c  o rg in iA d  be i.Ik Medical 

I ni'V i'i i_! 'iifJjcnn.u s<_hedules.
I > ' M o t  Icglsi.'tU >) • '  Y\js Y c T Y  dlsap- 

j'1' •inini.u R cp icScn um e shu'lc\ W'inslc\ 
and j  ivpR-scniam c j. .r .v n.u< .r Ted K  li
nger attended

■spcjkcl' after speaker reiterated dl.lt 
jcih ill fi.is fr. he raken bv [he Icgislaliire 
r< > bring die -.vsicm under >nn < d 
R c p re scn  tat i vcs t’fi-ni (lie  <.i(\ o f  
Tacoma. M id u h e s  o f  b ie u e  < .
Tacoma Public .Schools, I !< >spiul i A>un 
cil, Restaurant Associahi>n, Dav (.are 
Centers. Insurance Agents stressed the 
sharp impact that the iiabihn issue is 
having upon their mem bers and me 
public thee serve. This crisis is n< > 1< inger 
restricted to medicine. but has b ecom e 
a s( >eietal problem.

Dr Johann  H. Duenhoclter,  speaking 
on behalf o f  the Ob/O'* n s  id Pierce 
County stated that patients will so< hi be 
unable to iincl care and those wiih no 
insurance will be unable  to .iftord 
prenatal cure. He noted the number -.d 
O b Gens chat will no longer p n k tk c  
i ibstetics and the number < -f famih j >rac
m loner- -a ho will no longer d e in c r
oahic'- TI'k impact < >f r!ns is imriicdiareh. 
being ted in rhc rural an-.i- .md rhc
■ ji-uiin .md .i j i '.ih111> '■. 11f i. arc has Ik-cn 
-crn 'li d ■ all';', led

I-1' ' I.;r J i . - i g e n -  !'■ l 'i csei aing in;
! - p !! '. r-, .'O i i;t'- nd i m< .; i die

111 1111'.j • ■ ij r ;.m< ,r- i.h' meeting
' * ' ' ' ' 'di jUi.'U'.lis 1 1 '' | 'l‘iv -,K 1.11'ls

y i i"  a i ■. iviemi-'c. is o| tl'ie 1 ' >riln imi ill \ 
• v  r i o n  le.n'n-. The ''>•/' i c i Y  i s  ; i l  ■ i ' > i c ■ i ; i -  

1 ■ oi i h-.ii r,ikiii'< (he iilVn an- I mtcre-,!
■ -:i iend t'nr. <., in. i j ) 111> cting 

'd'-.|’<. !■ i h<-r^en;. \ Medk ;il "standards 
i ornmiflec reponi. d hovv (he lutl'uln\- 
issue 111, i\ re'.si 111 in .i curiailnicnr .>1 
eiD'. rgenc' medk al services as a result 
< if the bal mIuy is-aie

R cp rescn  La n e  Shirlc\ VCmsle\ 
em phasis 'd  o\'er and over again the 
imp< ti'tui n.e «'il ' grassn >o t " iin'oh'cnier i( 
at the local (eve!, she said ' il you don't

h\;»v^inciluvslvrIcr\\''i>t<k-v(Kcp.-Xll>l'"lnct)telisMSrC>>te>)!bcrsuth‘>icli>igtbe
ihx   ̂ llktl '■ura^nmK" d e  h’th<r$. i ( illy etc I s upfxirt (S uw ek’d  lu su cceed
n nh the l.r^/y/dHtrc

};n < *\\ \ o u r  leg is la tor ,  ger  lo  k n o w  h im  
11 »u h a \ e n  r s p e n t  u m e  w i t h  h im / h e r  
d o  ) Wsit d i e m  at t h e i r  I dTice ( u' ha\'e 
iu i i c h  v\ uJi r h e m  c !e t  to  kn< »w- t h e m  b\' 
th en '  first n a m e . "

s h e  u r g e d  le t ters  h e  s e n t  ft i Iv g is lau  »rs 
u id  (.ii )\erni ir B< >tli < i a r d e t i e r  d » m a k e  

f h e m  a^ 'are  o f  t h e  pv< ■hleni t r o v e r n o v  
G a r d e n e r  has th e  p< »wer to  cal l  a sp e c ia l  
s e s s i o n . ’ T h e r e  is s o m e  c o n c e r n  that 
w ith  a (it) da\ s e s s io n  s u b s ta n t iv e  leg is la 
t io n  t\ i 11 ni >t b e  p a s s e d .

! )y A ‘ik in n ! ) iic i/I>‘ i/icr PnvalhiiiulKtctnt. uni 
-.11/(1 r»/r/̂ /. rnniiicrd/t '</ l/h- num\'pm
:>lt-in- i'l the \/>n m l tv h ' f  //ms'c dU cm tntr the 
7 h\ -  nu'etiii“ /i'r/eg!'l<itm\ i >rn, a t iie t !  hy the 
■ "< /rtv

!'/ .'■/it/t/ev \linilcr. (Jrtbu/xx/tc Stti'gcoit

J itioit>itiice>

the /not tug o f  h/s/>niL/tcc frt)/u  j / j  Su/tih  /. S treet to

/ H i,a/  S o u t h  State <00  

■nl«»/e N um ber t Jo t - ,) <)s,S,S
. \>i'./rcrun: Ser/'/i e  J~ 2  t / 6 6  

i ! u c o n u {  '-KS-i<)5

(-> 7'he h.ntlelin, tan . t



Retired 
Members 
Meet

Nearly 40 retired members o f  the 
Medical Society mei on November I ( nr 
the Tacoma Dome 1 iote! ti > see and visit 
with old friends and colleagues.

The gathering heard Or. Hen Blackett 
describe his participation in a NS-i 
Mount Everest expedition. l>v. Blackett 
showed the group slides nnd described 
some ot the medicnl effects ot attemp
ting to climb such heights.

This was the second meeting o f  the 
group and it was the unanimous opinion 
o f  those gathered that they would c o n 
tinue to meet on a quarterly basis.

Drs (,'U‘nn Urohiiw an d  (,‘lenu Me Brute *hare a  few  moment* o f  g ood  
c-<>nrer*(tlton ill Ihe Retired Members / unchei <u

Ih: BartholomewKtthctl. Dr Myra \ozcni!ek a n d  Mr.* Max Thomas 
>rm' am ong those intending the Hetnvd Members l.utn heon.
Xor. li .  ill the Tacoma Dome Hotel

Dr Kenneth 'sturdcrant (right), who sjmke about his experience 
in Ajrn a during the /ir^l meeting nj the retired mewth't's. talked  
to Mr. Dick■ (m rm aii. /o r m e r  U s l/.| /'xeu itue Director

Physicians Guide  
to Gearing Up for 
Retirement

An AMA publication, this guide has 
been evaluated by two members prepar
ing for retirement. They have fi >und it to 
be very informative and useful. It is 
available from the Society on a loan 
basis.

Chapter titles are descriptive o f  ihe 
contents;

"Gearing t'p  Psychologically" 
"Gearing lip Financially"
"Gearing tip to Sell Your Practice" 
"Planning 'tour Estate"
The book is available by writing to: 

American Medical Association • Oi' 133 
R0. Box 109-*0 
Chicago, IL 6 0 6 1 0 -0 9 (6

Com for the publication is $-42. \ 
in percent discount is available to all 
AMA members.

Professional 
liability costs 
increase to over 
$2 billion

Professional liabilitv costs, including 
the costs of premiums, delcnsjvc pm 
ccdurcs. attornevs’ lees, and uncompen
sated time away Irom ihe practice 
becausc of litigation, increased h\ 
billion in llWi nl< me, ncu tiding lo i lie 
AMA Center lor Henlih.

The $1  billion increase is equivalent 
lo 2 .“ ”,, o f  U it a I expenditures on pi i \ si- 
cians’ service'' during t lie year the < e n 

ter said in a report Most o f  the cost 
associated with professional liabiliiv is 
a p p aren tly  i . iused  bv d efen siv e  
medicine

W h e n  p r e m iu m s  an d ■ t lh c r  e x p e n s e s  
arc  taken as a w h ole ,  pr< ifcs.su >nal liability 
> i >st p h v s ic ia n s  ,i ti n.ii o| > io .v  b i l l io n  io 
' 1   ̂ -  billi< ni m l'),s i I 'h esc  e s t im .n e s  
suggesi  i hat i i isi.s g c n e r a l e d  bv I h e  cur-  
w in  >\s\cni w e re  res)>o risible lor
i I V . .  |, , \~ V , ,  , ,| [|K- s ' S  j ,,11,, ,n 
s j ie n i  o n  ]'>h\sici.iiis si_'r\ites in i|)L 
I i n t o  I Slates last \ i mi

M u i i l u ' h  ' 'I s o ,  i e i \  i | it a l i !  \ f> >t 

g i o u p  m e m l ' e i s h i p  Ik kei p rn .e s  h>i 
I ' - X P *  ) ■'•><> I h e  Ni h i e i  \ w i l l  I k. m a i l i n g  

1 " it I >i1 '> hi ii\ ■ ,md ; i< I-., a mu*] main hi in 
I h e  !)' ai I uii in

I he tUillelin, |.m ,



Hew Members 
Voted in November
A ljrcil II. Chcm. M i) 

t !•''• 1 'eterau '< /V.
TiiLi'Diti 11 .-1 us'-,.<-vs' i H )
Hf/l/ i  i /oh iv ) ■ f );/c m/m̂1)1

A ',/ /  t'id>/c. .!//;> 

y  >.,n ynv/ v.iv -  ; j  
h h .oH ia  W ashington

(J.'i'Hl< i/'/.H’)' . I/;/!? JuriU ni. M b  
i . c d a r  M e d i c a l  C e n te r  =2a-f  
l a c o t n a  W.'-j a v / / j s  
OtVWi// (,/</o R ec a ll  )'

J<h\cj'b H’ h'ei’j m h a i  \U>
-liiiS’ \o;y//' A V> Ct / -  / a o  
ItlCi'i'in; II. [ 1 'A
li/ren in  ' ' ///c

< ' l v / < u / 'm./m h : ! !  M . P  
(rm u ji M cdl!b (.< ■/ i fnTti / / re  

>>>h! ( ' l i n n  
F a m ily  M e d ic in e

S a r o /a  S /ax a . M /)
U eile i'U  S'fVi/e H o s p it a l  
F o r !  siv iU iL u om . ll.-j

y M ed icin e a n d  In te rn a l  
M ed ic in e

P h ilip  . j. la n c e . MD  
S o itn d v ie i i  M ed ic a l P la z a  
.-)('>// S o u th  j0  S treet  
T aco m a.  tfM 
F a m ily  P ra c t ic e

F r a n k  s 1 ’/ran t. MU  
A llen m o re  M ed ic a l ('.'enter =HGO]n 
'Tacoma. U. I 
. \ llerv)v fn im itiio lo< Jv

Klatt assumes 
presidency of 
Washington Division 
of American 
Cancer Society

Dr. Gordon Klatt has been named 
President i >f the Washington Divisn >n t ■>! 
ihc American Cancer Society. Kiatr has 
been very active at the local level. '<.t \ 
ins as president o f  the Pierce Cou no 
unit and on a  immitiees .it the state level.

Tell Patients 
When You Limit 
Your Practice

T i n ;  V i v c n i b e r  >~s V oSM A  M e d i c a l  
i i ic in i )  u r g e d  p h y s i c i a n s  whu a re  c o n 
s i d e r i n g  l im i t in g  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  r<> g iv e  
iIicrjr p a t ie n t s  b e t w e e n  sO a n d  (ill d av s  
;'ioi ice  Fa i lu re  li > give; rcas< >nable ni it i c e  
■ <1 < ' l i e s  in t e n t  r<; w i t h d r a w  rn >rn a e a s e  
m.i\ resLiIr in li  c la im  o f  a b a n d i  >nnicnt .

Reasonable n o t i c e  depend-' o n .  th e  
circumstances, su<. h as ihc panenrs con-
ciiti' rn. h(7.c . ii r h c  o  i i n n m n u ' .  a n d  av a i l 
ability o r  o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s  to  p r o v i d e  
t h e  s e r v i c e .

it is recom m en ded  for the greatest 
protection against a claim o f  ab and o n
ment, the physician write a loiter ex
plaining that he or she will not be  able 
t< > pri ivi.de care after u specified elate, and 
that the patient should make other  
arrangements.

it is not unethical, and mav bo b e n e 
ficial to all I*) suggesi < ulicr practitioners 
available to assume ihc  case. T h e  letter 
should be sent bv certified mail and a 
cop y retained in the p h w e u m s  file

M SPC Professional 
Relations Com m ittee

; ' ' 1' ■ 11  .......... 11 ■ ■!i D 1.11 j< 1 r ii 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  u i - i >| [c_ i's h e lp  for  u n p a ire d
I ! ■"  1 ' ■ . " ' ■■ i  1: i i . ■' d  ■ ■ , j  i ,  | '  r n  i . i l n  x , i | - ,  ■ . I - , : , !  i r c d  I h i  i >1 r j , l \ i  [ u s  l i  h . m 1 s e l f

" 1 • ' ■ :■ ' i: r n  ■ ,1 .1 V. , 1.1 p i c k  r« all i l ie  W'.sMA I |oi I m e
' 1 ' ■ 1 1 . ■ 1 I ' 1 .  ’ J1 I ■ f ' (1 < . ( 1 £ I 1 1 s'\ .( I  l l  II > 1 U I p

‘ 1' 1 ' ! 11■ ■ i■ - i- ’ i ! .d P< L i11' ' i r ,  1 i h i m n i k ' c  n it m t i c i 's

/’’■V i .' ! ' 1 ' r i - o - s i

I -'1! 'J' 1 1 - . K-il- |J.|1
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V‘ x  ' ; f •''"'"•■11 . . .  ...................................... <i_i7-2 i  s()
I I c*i j 1 1 1■■ I- \X.11■ In in     >"
jMsepI, r  Krai'iicr .............................  8-^-9511
Jul'iii l< Mcb<)ii(Hiyti ........................................  572-2-1,24

Tacom an 
Nam ed to 
lead 
Statewide
Group

Dr. Ronald G. Anderson, urologist and 
rnemher o f  the Socie ty  s in ce  1974 has 
been nam ed President o f  the Washing
ton Stale Urology s o c ie ty  Dr. Anderson 
was installed us President at the Society’s 
annual mooting in \ancouver. B.C. on 
November 1.

Entertainment ’86 
Books N ow  
Available

The Medical So cie ty  has a limited 
n u m b er  o f  Entertainment '86 books 
now  (m sale. These co u p o n  books  allow 
the user to save up to 5 0 %  o f f  o f  almost 
anything thev might want to d o  all year.
F.ach b o o k  contains hundreds o f  2 for 1 
or s o 11-,, o ff  d iscount offers for fine 
restaurants ,  m o v ie  th e a tre s ,  sports 
events,  a t trac t io ns  and m ore.  Addi
tionally. the b o o k  offers discount travel 
services, and a hotel d irectory contain
ing over sOu hotels, con d o m in iu m s and 
resorts.

Entertainment 'So  B o o k s  sell for just 
S 2 s .o o  and make exce llent  gifts for 
family friends and staff.

Call M embership Benefits .  S - 2-3^09 
to reserve your order today as supplies 
are limited

A  Thank You!
T h e  Medical Society and Membership 

benefits  inc. recently  sent out surveys 
dealing with salary survey information 
and iclcrral list data. T h e  office  rec
ognises that you are inundated with 
paperw ork, therefore, it is especially 
appreciated w hen you take the time to 
com p lete  and return the surveys. The 
information garnered from the surveys 
is almost always for the bCIU.fjr o f  the 
members.

We thank those of you y\-h,>h.. . ,
the time and effort to coni^i, , ' ' 1' 1
turn the surveys. c ‘inc;* re’

H 7 /ii' Bulletin, Jan , 1VH6
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General 
Membership 
Meeting
Members view 
slides from China

MSPC members .maiding ihe Nnv 12 
General Membership Meeting h.id the 
opportunity id hear two rewarding 
presentations. Hr. Sieven Dimant spoke 
about his experiences while touring

[>>■< Ranald Jmir'lev MSPC President <,’ttus 
lUsLhvff tiiul h’nseiihiir <'niwfurcl. soitn/tic 
with one another til ihe <\'or 12  meeting

Dr. Ray and Ginnie 
Miller celebrate 
their 50th!

Dr. Ray and Ginnie Miller celebraicd 
their 50th wedding anniversary am< mg 
a host of Iriends and family members. 
Douglas. M kluel and Rav )r.  Sunday 
Nov. 10 at ihe ( )llieers Club. Ft. Lewis

"We made n," said Dr. Ray Miller and 
his wife Ginnie in celebrating their 
Golden Anniversar\

/ >r< ("hn\/i i/'/u'i I l i /hr /<inie< Konioio/r,
< h a  l i e :'  \\ e a t h e i  hi' a n ,  / < iaii> R o n e  slut r ed  
<i f e w  thou ght s  a t  /h e  Xor.  12 < ,enera!  
M ein liersh i/ i Mt'i'hnv a t  the  !)ori< 1 l o to r  
Hotel

C h in a  w ith  D t h e i  n e u r o s u r g e o n s  this 
p a s t s p r i n g . m d  W M ’IA V ice President ol 
S a l e s ' l i n n  Fine d is c u s s e d  WSPIA's  Iran 
sitic in tr< mi i k <. u r r c n c e  t< > C la im s  M ade 
>. * >vcrage

D r D im .int s a  >h >r s l id e  pi 'eseni.il ii  n i 
gave M S P ( ; m e m b e r s  an c x c c l l c t i i  view 
i >1 m a n y  aspci i s ■ it hie in C h ina .  His visiis 
to  c 'h in e s e  hi ispitals a n d  a  >n\ ers.iu« ms 
w ith  ( 'h i n e s e  n a  n 'o su ru eo n s  revealed

S etr  nu’» ih er to Ihe t < nm nnnity a n d  w  tetv. 
/’r ("hr/s Io n ia n  • h,w~ it ilh  I »\ Ih m a /d  
shrett •ihitry ttml < ( h, in < luring the  \ < •' /-’
G enera l M enihersht/i Meeting.

ninns' sides ul China we were unaware 
ol.

Fine n< >ted in his lafk that in respt h isi 
tu r e in s u r a n c e  and indu.strv p r c s s u ic .  
P hy s ic ian s  I n s u r a n c e  had  n o  < >pt i< m but 
li i disci mi in tie < >t \ urre i lee  G  iverage I le 
u r g e d  a n v  m e i i i b e r  w hi i h a d  <.pie-si h his 
to  cal l  W S l ’ lA al 1 .S in i-" - i2 - l l4 .s .

Crossroads Treatment Center

Alcoholism
A Program  Designed to Provide 
Com prehensive Treatm ent for 
All Facets of A lcoho lism

Physician D irected

Fam ily Treatm ent Included

Cost E ffective O utpatient 
Program

Covered by many Health 
Insurance Plans

FOR INFORMATION 
CONTACT:

Ted Berning, A dm in istra tor 
5909 O rchard  St. West 

Tacom a, W A 98467

(206) 473-7474

CROSSROADS
T R E A T M E N T

CFNTFR

A n  A p p r o v e d  W ash in g ton  A lc o h o l i s m  
T reatm en t Facility

'Ihe llulleliti. Kill ')



Phone N u m b ers, 
Address Changes 
orsd Corrections

T h e  f> ’IJ< >w in,y is .1 list o f  p in  m e  n u m 
b e r  a n d  a d d r e s s  c h a n g e s  a n c l v r  e o r -  
r-L '. ioii-,  fo r  M.'-'PC m e m b e r .

rii,T<.’ j a r t ' j t s  A. . M£* ([Robin)
/■ \ ’ ; 'H'l A li./.' >,■; re

< J / /  U e r i J u m

A'es !'•!<’ < i//‘)>I'.tl '.ji
‘M 'ASS.V.V S sl-u  i IJ

G ra h a m . K e n n e th  I ) ..  MD (B e v e r ly )
P am  P r,u  - Th
A ccept P r  .\b PA. \7v J I P(.M B  
Mcl/ichiv. \lcilu\iui P atien t .s 
(,)//' A -J-p) A l/c/in/circ M et! (’J r .
'IiKi’Dh’i . T S > 5 s ;
Pbysicn/ns only  .TS'-,'--/ s
Res J j / J l  A Sbniey.
Tacom a  . . .  “5-M j ' t -

Malo, Douglas S., MD (Leslie)
O i'tbo/xiclic Su rgery  
A ccept a l l
< >//' s o n tb  '>lb St .
T d C O D i d  ' > ' S - i i . i 5  <> J !

P h y s ic ia n s  on ly  . • Ts’.i’oV w v

M ueller, S tan ley  A ., J r . ,  MD (Julia)
i tjicicihc Sio'^L'j’v - Th 
\LLVpi P\ M ed ican i. Ml'Uiliiiw  I J .

PCMH. R. C p a tien ts
< '// J-i2 "  ><> f
7 ( IC < > ) l ? C t  1 '• S - f O ^  .

<>r 2~2- -7<')0
AV; s s  stm unn  !<d
hit "i)UI o.\-.-inr, ~v/- /-v-j

" N o*vogro?.ki, J a m e s  A ., MD ( ja n e )
/■(!. ' )> f ' ) ' ( !• '  h l r t l l ' .  M i . ' l i  

. l r. C e p !  till
I t l f  In / ir i  r it iz ii h r  S l i '
7r(o»i)(i: '.i'S f  fji ,‘ ; /
h \ - \  y . H / ^  5 .'re/ v  C J  li .
'/(iLiiDia 5<i5 jrSS~
M f i j i lu a ii!  fu r nicinher\hiji

'I ] )<• I ' ij lie i in is < i fieri Dg as j  SCTVH.C li ) .ill 
ri' .-nihijf.') sp;n.i a '. a iL itnU lv (o 

ai ii'n >i irio; ihe irn iving i >| i [)«.-] r p u d  h. c  from
, .i,c 11 ic_ati' >n r< j ai'if itli< r a c ] i:<nt’o in j‘)h< >rn_- 
iniruhcr-. a n d 'o r  '. hang', m n.: n̂_lfrn_<..-. I'he 
jnn< xiiK '■nicru will h r  iun on j  o n e  nnn- 
basis as iio d u r ^ c  It' ;my MM1! .  nienibci  
wr-Te-- in run fhe a n n o u n t c in c n l  a scruin.l 
nrn<:. T h e  Hulk'iiii i Tiers .i 10% disu uin i  for 
■ ill MM'C

Board Report
The Bo-.ird Heard :i rcpoi'ton the plans 

for .MM’OAYXVlA M.ilj^raciicc- Reform 
Campaiyn t "  inv< > J a l l  m em bers  o f  ilie 
S o c i c i v  -iiu! o l h e r  organ ir .iU ions  
inipacicd f>\' fhe liability crisis.

J( was ivporlcd rh;u ihe Pierce County 
M cJu a l  t.ibrarv would tarry i»n tund 
r.ri.sing e f fo r ts  ro t 'o i irro j  e().sr,s (o 
nk-mher.s > if the .s» xJety and tile Ik i.sjutal 
uniMinuiin rhai |"»ro\'Kles tile primary 
support lor die Uhi'ary.

I Tic Hoard reviewed and discussed 
ihe Sin ietv’s physician referral list. At 
issue is a s|-|( >rtagc < >t’ primary care physi
cians in certain areas o t  ihe c< )Uiity. The 
con tin u ing  crisis regarding C)b/G\ n 
availability was discussed 

T he board heard a report from the 
C o m m ittee  on Aging, m e e t in g  with 
representatives and the AAKP and the 
represents  ivt\s o f  provider organizations 
for senior citi?.ens.

It was noted that the Medical Society  
and Childrens Protective S en  ice Ad Hoc 
Com mittee continues r< > meet < >n a quar- 
terl\- basis and maintain c o m m u n ica 
tions betw een the two organizations 

O n  the  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  the 
Ci'tdcnuals Comniittee ihe following 
applicants were elected u » mem bership 
in the Si >cieiv

A lfred  H C/.hin 1 ID 
('br/\!i>f>l>cr \ [oixl.iu . I//>
< .brisi'i i/iPcr [ ScbnuU  I ID 
I’h /iiiji . 1 1 (//zee. MD 
fh  in b  ('k’/.i/c. .1 ID 
b'M'jib H h ' c . i i l i l l . MD 
s. jrn/ti Mi/^d. Ml't 
Prnnk’ S \'ira>U. Ml) 
i he Board rc\ iew ed the ix sp* >nse < >f 

a hosp ita l  a d m in is tra io r  up on  the 
request o f  a m em ber e' 'ncerning a j< iiru 
venture arrangement o f  the hospital, h 
was the ci Misensus < >f rhc B« i.ird thai the 
tnenihev should ai'ipn mcIi the problem 
rhr< >ugh ihe P .w u nv v  <  ̂unmuiee o f  r\-\v 
hi >spital <:< >i i(.ci iicd

I h e  O i i o b e r  J 11 nu-eiing ol rile 
Appeals Board was re p in e d  U|̂ un an cl 
approved by die B< »ard

It was rcportci.1 ihat ihe AMA-URP fund 
raising campaign wa> Onwn in c o m 
parison to iVSi.

At the request o f  WSMA the Board 
reviewed a statemeni from AMA c o n 
c e r n e d  w ith  u n if ied  m e m b e rsh ip .  
(Unified m em bership is one  in w hich a 
m e m b e r  o f  ihe  Medical S o c ie ty  is 
required to -also be long to WSMA'and 
AMA.) The Board considered the advan
tages and disadvantages o f  unified

i -,n sen^v' s 0 ^t^em e m b e r s h i p .  I t  w a s  t h e  t - o n . ^  ^

B o a rd  that  c a c h  m e m b c i  •
, this issue, rnus,

: ; s s ; r^ , bCt; a ^ < « i c n 1c „ l h c t5hip 

T h e  Board approved societv partic
ipation with WSMA in a drinkmg/dnvmg 
campaign in w-hich the >ciety will pur
chase  a billboard advertisem ent for 30 
days.

It was the reco m m e n d a tio n  o f  the 
Board that the So cie ty  write a letter to 
Dennv's  Restaurant cha in  commending 
them for their health oriented policies.

A M A  Workshops 
Offered

• 'M a n a g in g  th e  B u s in e s s  S ide  of 
M edicine.'’ This  w o rk sh o p  will covet 
practice m an agem en t .skills that every 
practice should have, giving sound, prac
tical advice in all business o f  practice 
i n c lu d in g  t e le p h o n e  m anagem ent,  
proper use o f  ap p ointm ent scheduling, 
p e rso n n e l ,  m ed ica l  c o l le c t io n s  and 
more. It is scheduled  to b e  held in Seat
tle. January so.

■ "Insurance Processing and Coding for 
M edical  O f f ic e ."  T h is  w o rk sh op  is 
designed for physicians with medical 
office staff. T h e  w ork sh op  explains in 
detail the processing  and coding pro
cedures used in medical offices. The 
emphasis is to help the physician insure 
that they receive the maxim um fair reim
bursem ent fn mi third party payers. The 
w orkshop will be co n d u cte d  in Seattle 
on tanuarv ■>>.

■ "Marketing Strategies for Private Prac
tice. This w o rk sh op  is designed and 
updated lor the established physician, 
olfering an overview o f  m ajor  health 
cave trends with an exam ination of 
fcOm iques ni >w b e in g  used to improve 
referral patterns, maximize the efficiency 
o| existing o itice  procedures, increase 
physic ian  availability to his o r  her 
patients, e nhan ce  patient satisfaction, 
and develop coo rd in a ted  marketing 
pU' 1̂  5v>v ,h l- m e d ic a l  o f f i c e .  The 
worksh: ,p is scheduled io b e  conducted 
m Seattle, January -d

To register f o r  any o f  the above pro-

L  A Z rP ~ \ i ^ orma,ion'

w r i t e  t o  t h e  A m e r ic a n  M e d ic a l  Asso- 
c i a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S a c t k e  
M a n a g e m e n t ,  5 3 5  Nort>i rV ^  
Street, Chicago,
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AMA 
approves 
Medical 
Society 
Review

Medical Societv review of  physicians' 
conduct ,  including excessive fees, 
would be permitted under model state 
bills that have been developed by the 
AMA. The MIA Board o f  Trustees ap
proved the two model bills at its meeting 
earlv this month.

One bill provides for an agreement 
between the medical societies and state 
medical boards allowing the societies to 
undertake review activities. A second bill 
provides that charging an excessive fee 
is considered "unprofessional conduct" 
subject to state disciplinary action.

Because physicians who charge exces
sive fees would be subject to state 
disciplinary action, the bill would have 
the effect o f  allowing medical societies 
to review excessive fees for the state. At 
the federal level, the AMA’s Model 
National Professional Liability Reform 
Act would require state and county 
medical societies to investigate allega
tions o f  physician misconduct.

Notice to 
Readers.. .
MSPC members who are interested 
in contributing articles o f  interest 
and pertinence to The Bulletin  are 
urged to do so. The editor reserves 
tiie right not to publish any article 
submitted, based on space available 
and pertinence of the topic. Articles 
should be limited to four, double 
spaced, typewritten pages or 1,000 
words. Exceptions to this may be 
made by prior arrangement with 
the editor. Call the managing editor 
for information on article submis
sion, 572-3666.

" I t  t a k e s  a  l o t  o f  s e r v ic e s  a n d  c o m 

b in e s  t h e m  i n t o  a  r e a l l y  p o in t e d  a n d  

d i r e c t e d  r e s o l u t i o n  f o r  a  c h i l d ’s  p r o b 

le m .  T h e  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  a p p r o a c h  

m a x i m i z e s  t h e  p r o g r e s s  t h e  c h i l d  

m a k e s .

“ I ’ v e  s e n t  p a t ie n t *  t o  S e a t t le  a n d  

h e a r d  n o t h i n g  m o r e  u n t i l  t h e y  w e r e  

s e n t  b a c k  t o  P u y a l l u p .  H e r e ,  t h e  w e e k 

l y  m e e t i n g s  k e e p  t h e  lo c a l  d o c s  a n d  

s p e c i a l is t s  a l i k e  i n v o l v e d  m  t h e  c h i l d ’ s 

c a r e .

— T i m o t h y  J o l l e y ,  M  D .

Your young disabled patients have a future
G o o d  S a m a rita n  H o s p ita l ’s In p a tie n t  P e d ia ir ic  R e h a b ilita t io n  P ro g ra m  

p ro v id es  an  in te n se  th e ra p y  p ro g ra m  in  a w a rm ,c a r in g  e n v iro n m e n t fo r  
y o u n g  p a tie n ts  w h o  are  p h y s ic a lly  d isab led  as a resu lt o f  a c c id e n t, illn ess 
o r  c o n g e n ita l d isa b ility . D e sig n ed  to  im p ro v e  p h y s ic a l a n d / o r co g n itiv e  
fu n c t io n , th e  p ro g ra m  s triv e s  to  m a x im iz e  th e  p a tie n t’s p a rtic ip a tio n  and 
e n jo y m e n t  o f  h is o r  h e r fu tu re .

W e  have b een  a leader in  p h y sica l re h a b ilita t io n  fo r  o v e r  3 0  y ea rs , 
sp ec ia liz in g  in  c h ild r e n ’s n e u ro m u scu la r  p ro b le m s  s in ce  1 9 6 6 . W e  a d m it
ted  o u r  f irs t p e d ia tr ic  r e h a b ilita t io n  p a tie n t  in  1 964  as p a n  o f  o u r  adu lt 
re h a b ilita t io n  p ro g ra m  and have p ro v id ed  th o u sa n d s  o f  h o u rs  o f  o u tp a 
t ie n t  th e ra p y .

You are part o f the treatment team
Y o u r  p a tie n t an d  h is o r  h e r fa m ily  n eed  y o u r  c o n tin u in g  in v o lv e m e n t. 

G o o d  S a m a rita n 's  P e d ia tr ic  R e h a b ilita t io n  p ro g ra m  e n co u ra g es  re fe r r in g  
p h y s ic ia n s  to  a tten d  w e e k ly  p a tie n t co n feren ce s .

O t h e r  tea m  m e m b ers  in clu d e  a p h v s ia tr is t , n u rses, so cia l w o rk e r , p sy 
c h o lo g is ts , d ie titia n , and p h y s ic a l, o c c u p a tio n a l, re c re a tio n a l, sp eech  and 
re s p ira to ry  th e ra p is ts . A n  ed u ca tio n a l sp ecia lis t is a lso  av ailab le  th ro u g h  
th e  P u y a llu p  S c h o o l D is t r ic t 's  h o m e b o u n d  p ro g ra m .

N e u ro lo g is ts , o rth o p ed ic  surg eon s, o p h th a lm o lo g ists , u ro lo g ists  and  o th 
e r  medical sp ecia lis ts  a re  a v a ila b le  f o r  c o n s u lta t io n .

Your patient has an 

individualized treatment program
E a c h  ch ild  is eva lu ated  b y  th e  re h a b ilita t io n  te a m  an d , based  o n  th at 

e v a lu a tio n , an  in d iv id u alized  p ro g ra m  is d ev e lo p ed . A n d  w e d o n ’t fo rg et 
th e  fa m ily — th e ir  needs are  addressed w ith in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  to ta l re 
h a b ilita t io n  p h ilo s o p h y  and  fa m ily  co n feren ce s .

It’s easy to refer a patient
W e ’ve m ade o u r  re ferra l p ro ce ss  easy and c o n v e n ie n t . In q u iry  ca lls  re 

ce iv e  an  im m e d ia te  resp o n se . T e a m  m e m b ers  can  arra n g e  o n -s ite  v isits  
at th e  h o sp ita l re ferrin g  a p atien t. C o n s u lta tio n  is av ailab le  to  an sw er ques
tio n s  a b o u t f in a n c ia l co v erag e .

T o  m a k e  a re fe r ra l c o n ta c t  G o o d  S a m a rita n  R e h a b ilita t io n  C e n te r , 
8 4 8 -6 6 6 1 , E x t .  1 6 3 0  o r  6 8 2 -4 7 8 7  fro m  S eattle .

• >
G O O D  SAM ARITAN HOSPITAL
Post Office Box 1247 
407-14th Avenue S.E.
Puyallup, W A 98372 
(206) 848-6661

I'hc Biti/cltn. Jan ., lQKti 11
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p i  COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION 
®j®BBCATIQN PROGRAMS SCHEDULED FOR 1985-86
'^ ^ ^ ^ jir tS g u is e  /  A -  Allied Health Course

- . . TELEPHONE ASSESSMENT SIMMS
ETHIC-.- L DILEMMAS McCORMICK

T * ■ A 6: ivicDICJNE SYMPOSIUM MALDEN
’  i- - TELS.-nONE ASSESSMENT SIMMS

f O SPEAKING "UP THE LADDER" SOLUM/WALL
C T '£2. -*• DEPRESSION LURIA
Jn 22 DISCIPLINE & INSPIRING PRODUCTIVITY SOLUM/WALL
Hh'T 23 PRAC. SOL. COMMON GERIATRIC PROBLEMS WALTMAN
BREM 25 TELEPHONE ASSESSMENT SIMMS
STJ 28 CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION (CPR) ROMINES
OLY 29 TELEPHONE ASSESSMENT SIMMS
STJ 29 OPTIONS WITH OPTICS WILLARD

(A)
(P/A)

(P)
(A)
(A)
(P)
(A)
(A)
(A)
(P)
(A)

(P/A)

FEBRUARY
JH 5, 12, 19, 26
TGH 6
JH 6, 7

JH 11, 18
STJ 25
STJ TBA

★ Tac Gen Clinical Conf - GASTROENTEROLOGY 
EFFECTIVE MEETINGS 
ORTHOPEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE

MONEY MANAGEMENT 
CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION (CPR) 
QUALITY ASSURANCE/COST ANALYSIS

BAERG (P)
VIVIAN (A)

POMEROY/ (P)
CRADDOCK

JACKMAN (P)
ROMINES (P)
CHILTON (A)

STJ
STJ
JH
JH
STJ

MARCH
6 
11
13, 14
15
25

AMBULATORY SURGERY
AL i ERNATIVE DELIVERY SYSTEMS

★ TACOMA ACADEMY OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
*  DAYS OF PEDIATRICS 

CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION (CPR)

CHILTON
NICHOLS

ROWLANDS
SCHERZ

ROMINES

(A)
(A)
(P)

(P/A)
(P)

UPS
JH

APRIL 
25, 26 
2, 9, 16, 23

*  TACOMA SURGICAL CLUB
*  Tac Gen Clinical Conf - INFECTIOUS DISEASF
*  HOME HEALTH SERVICES

TAYLOR
TICE

KATTERHAGEN

(P)
(P)
(P)

STJ
JH

MAY
1
15, 16

CRISIS
★ CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE REVIEW INGRAHAM

STRAIT
(A)
(P)

JH
JUNE

*  ADVANCED CARDIAC LIFE SUPPORT
-------------

----------------- (P/A)

P re - re g is t ra t io n  is  r e q u i r e d  l o r  a l l  a b o v e  c o u rs e s

For further information or registration 
call College ot Medical Education 

Tacoma 627-7137

12 The Ijnllctiti, \j n, I9h6



ORTHOPAEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE IN PRIMARY CARE 
February 6 and 7, 1986 ■ Jackson Hall ■

i

February 6 - Thursday
8:00 Introduction

8:05 SYMPOSIUM: INJURIES & PREVENTION

Running Shoes Jeffrey Nacht, M.D.
Lower Extrem ity Pierce Scranton, M.D.
Upper Extremity Gregory Popich, M.D.

10:25 Break
10:50 PRACTICUM: TAKING, BRACING, ORTHOTICS

Taping Western Clinic PT Staff
Bracing Dana Carnahan, RPT, ATC
Orthotics Stephen Fuson, DPM

12:00 Lunch - no host
1:15 EXERCISE PRESCRIPTION Kenneth Trnka, M.D.
2:00 THE FEMALE ATHLETE 

2:45 Break
3:00 SYMPOSIUM: REHABILITATION OF THE 

INJURED ATHLETE

Roles of Practitioners, Mark Craddock, M.D.

Role of Exercise, David Pomeroy, M.D.
Criteria for Return to Play J. “ Zeke”  Schuldt, ATC 

5:00 Adjourn Matthew Huish, RPT

February 7 ■ Friday
8:00 Introduction

8:05 SHOULDER/ELBOW W. Brandt Bede, M.D.

8:50 BACK Mitchell Blakney, RPT

9:35 Questions 

9:55 Break

10:10 KNEE John Bargren, M.D.

10:55 GERIATRIC ORTHOPAEDICS David M illett, M.D.

11:40 Questions 

12:00 Lunch - no host

1:15 FOOT Stephen Fuson, DPM

2:00 PEDIATRIC ORTHOPAEDICS Douglas Malo, M.D.

2:45 Questions 

3:05 Break

3:15 Scoliosis Kevin Schoenfelder, M.D.

4:00 ASPIRATION/INJECTION Robert Ettlinger, M.D.

4:45 Questions 

5:00 Adjourn

Coordinators: 

David P. Pomeroy, M.D. 
Mark F. Craddock, M.D.

Protect you and you r staff 
trom  m alpractice suits

Medical-Legal 
Guidelines for 

today's Medical 
Office Staff

Reduce Malpractice Suits
This o ne -day  sem inar addresses the  
M edical-Legal issues that effect everyday 
practice and can  keep both physician 
and staff out o f legal difficulties
• C a n  y o u  b e  h e l d  l i a b l e  t o r  f a i l u r e  l o  

n o t e  a n  o b v i o u s  i r r e g u l a r i t y ' ’

• A r e  y o u  a w a r e  o f  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  c o n 

s e q u e n t ,  o t  a n  i n c o m p l e t e  r e c o r d '

• A r e  y o u  a w a r e  t h a t  c e r t a i n  l e g a l  c l a i m s  

a r e  p r o c e s s e d  t h r o u g h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

a g e n c i e s  M t b e r  ( b a n  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r t  

s y s t e m ' 1

• W h e n  d o c s  t h e  G o o d  S a m a r i t a n  L a w  

n o t  a p p l y  i n  a  m e d i c a l  e m e r g e n c y '

• C a n  y o u r  s i n c e r e  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  

p e r s o n a l  w e l l  b e i n g  o l  a  p a t i e n i  u s u r p  

t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  r i g h t ?  a n d  p r e r o g a t i v e s ' 1

• P e r s o n a l  L i a b i l i t y  l o r  M a l f e a s a n c e ,  M i s -  

) F 3 i j n c p  a n d  N o n f c a s a n c e .  D r >  y o u  

k n o w  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  a n d  h o w  t o  a v o i d  

t h e  p i t f a l l s '

• D o e s  v i c a r i o u s  l i a b i l i t y  e x i s t  i n  a d d i t i o n  

t o .  o r  i n  p l a c e  o t .  t h e  s tar t  m e m b e r ’ s 

p e r s o n a l  l i a b i l i t y  in  t h e  s a m e  c a s e '

• D o  y o u  k n o w  w h e n  u s i n g  " s i g n a t u r e  

o n  F i l e "  o n  a n  i n s u r a n c e  t o n n  c o u l d  

v i o l a t e  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  r i g h t  l o  

c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y '

• A r e  t h e r e  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h e  d u t y  o t  

c o n f i d e n t / a l K y 7

• T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  

P a t i e n t  M e d i c a l  r e c o r d  is t h e  p r o p e r t y  

o t  w h o m '

• H o w  d o  y o u  t e r m i n a t e  ( h e  p h y s i c i a n /  

p a t i e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  l e g a l l y '

• T h e  l e g a l  p u r p o s e  t o r  d e f i n i n g  t h e  

s c o p e  o t  a  s ta l l  m e m b e r ' s  e m p l o y m e n t '

I C on v en ien ( Seattle lo c a tio n -------
Tuesday, February 11, 1986 

H oliday Inn/SeaTAC  
17338 Paciiic H ighw ay South 

___________ Seattle, W A  98188___________

Fee : $ 1 3 5 .0 0  e a c h  for o n e  perso n  
$ 1 1 5 .0 0  e a ch  fo r tw o  o r  m o re  
p e rso n s  from  th e  sam e office  

A tte n d a n ce  is lim ited . . .
p lease register early!

To register: Call Toll-Free  
1 - 8 0 0 - 5 4 3 - 4 3 3 2  (Ask fo r  K aren)

Learn from  an expert
i h i s  A H M  s e m i n a r  is t a u g h t  b y  M a r s h a l l  6  

K a p p .  I D  . M  P . H  , a n  a s s o c  n i t e  p r o t e s s o r  

m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o t  M e d i c i n e  in  S o c i e t y ,  

W r i g h t  M a t e  I ' m v o r s i t y  S c h o o l  Ot  

M e d i c i n e .  L X i y t o n ,  O h i o ,  w h o  is  a  l e a d i n g  

n a t i o n a l  e x p e r t  o n  l a w  a n d  m e d i c i n e .

38 ,700 SATISFIED PA RTICIPANTS have 
profiled from  22 years of A .H .M . health  
care seminars.

T ADMINISTRATIVE H tA lT H  M A N A G tM tN T  GROUT INC 
330 Progress Road * Dayton, Ohio 45449

1'hc l.iillclnt. Ian



MSPC Annual Meeting 
Dec. 10,1985

-«£ <. **■
. ■ l u . n l / a n '  m e m b e r s  D e b b i e  M c . X l e . x a n d e r  a n d  

. \ i k k i  ( . V o u / c )  m a k e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

r a f f l e  l i r c a r i n g  a t  t h e  M S P C  A n n u a l  J o d l !  

D u m e r  M e e t i n g .

< > t < ! g o i n g  / ’r e s i l i e n t  < . i u u s  f i / V / >< > f f  p r e s e n t s  M S P C  

t r u - ' t e e  I  > r  1 I\ ’r a  \ ' i ’ Z < - n i l e k  <.< j i / a t / a e o j  a f y p i x x ' i a  

h o a  D r  i > z e n t t e k  - e r r e t i  < > n e  t e r m  a s  a  t r u s t e e  

a m i  i l e a  Y i\ i ) ' s  i !>  V ' t  r e t < i r \• / 1 e i t s u > e > ’

D r .  C h a r l e s  a n d  S h a n  n e t  W e a t h e r b y  e n / o y  a  / > r c  d i n n e r  l o w  ‘e r s a t / o n  r v i t h  D r .  K e i t h  D e m i r j i a n  a n d  b i s  u n f a  L y n d a  

1 4  1 ' b e  B u l l e t i n ,  \wr\.. ! W 0



MSPC Officers for 1986

R icha rd  H a w k in s ...............................................................................................President
R ich a rd  Cl. H o w e ................................................................................. President-Elect
K enton B o d ily ...................................................................................Vice President
R obert li. W hitney .................................................................... Secretary Treasurer
G uns W. C. B isch o ff .............................................................................Past President

MSPC Trustees: D a v id  (,'. Clark. C harles M. W eatherby.
B a rry  Weted ( 19 8 6 )

MSPC Trustees: M ichael /.. H alstead. P eter K. Marsh. P au l D. 
S ch n eid er  ( 1 9 8 “’ )

lunm. !>r Robert Hurt. 1 ’ii'.iinui an d  I >r Rav Millei irere anion^ th< i\,' 
li ho  iitteiuled the .Sot iel\S An it mil /otitl I >mner McvtiHf’

Drs. Ted hmnve and Todd Nelson share ideas 
during the Animal Joint Dinner Meeting.

A REVOLUTIONARY 
WAY TO  OWN A COM PUTER 

SYSTEM  . . . FREE!

If you are looking (or a way to improve 
the management of your practice income 
as well as your personal wealth. . . our 
medical office management computer 
system will do that lor you and more.

We g ua ran teed  In fact, we are so sure 
that we have the most complete system, 
training and on-going support that we 
are making an incred ib le  otter.

Use our system in your office for 60 
days a bso lu te ly  tree. You risk nothing. 
We provide the system, on-site training, 
support and consideration as if the 
system were fully paid for.

That’s real commitment, and commit
ment is what gives us the confidence to 
make an offer like this For more infor
mation and a free system analysis of your 
practice call (206)526-8883.

M E D IC A L  C O M P U T E R  S P E C IA L IS T S
300  NE 97th S t . Suita A  Seattle. WA 98115 

(?06) 526-8663
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Correcting/
Changing
Medical
Records

The fo l lo ic in g  a r tic le  w as sent lo till 
W'SPIA Jn.ilicv h o ld ers  It is a  su b ject a ll  
m em bers sh o u ld  be a w a r e  o f a n d  a t/h ere  h /.

The lu h lo r

At Physicians Insurance, we arc seeing 
an alarming number of claims where the 
physician has improperly changed the 
records. Defense o f  these cases becomes 
alm ost  im p o ss ib le ,  as p h y sic ian  
credibility is literally destroyed.

There is a proper way to make correc
tions. These c< irrectii ms shi mid be made 
so that they in no way alter, delete, or 
< (Illiterate the portions o f  the record one 
is e x p la in in g  or c o r r e c t in g .  It is 
im p erative  that these  ch a n g es  be 
initialed and elated so that a time frame 
can be established and circumstances 
regarding the changes can be easily 
reconstructed.

If legitimate changes in the record are 
not made in this manner and are discov
ered later, the plaintiff’s attorney can use 
it to their distinct advantage. If done 
once— how can the rest o f the record be 
believed?

Medical records should be an accur
ate. timely reflection o f  the physician's 
care and treatment o f  the patieni. The 
medical record is generally the only 
source ihe physician can use to refresh 
his/her recollection of the treatment. 
Medical records should be proofread in 
the normal course of a physician's prac
tice when errors can be discovered and 
corrected  while he/she has a clear 
recollection of the facts. Medical records 
that have been dictated or handwritten 
should be corrected the same way and 
each correction should be initialed and 
dated. Corrections -liould be made as 
soon as possible. The longer a physician 
waits, the more credibility becom es an 
issue. Some examples o f  how' to make 
corrections are as follows:

• Deletions: W hen something is 
wrong in the medical record, it 
should be deleted by drawing a 
single line through the entry fso 
that it can be read) and enter the 
correct information, initial and 
date it.
• Error in Medical Record: When

proofreading you may notice  an 
error in the decimal place, dosage 
o f  a drug, name o f  a drug, wrong 
name o f  the procedure, etc. Draw 
a single line through the entry (so 
that it can be read) and enter the 
correct information, initial and 
date it.
• Afterthoughts:  W h en  p r o o f 
reading, vou may recall important 
in f o r m a t io n  that s h o u ld  be 
entered into the medical record. 
T h e  in f o r m a t io n  s h o u ld  b e  
entered inu > the red >rd and elated.
If the patient has been seen in the 
office and a new note has been 
recorded in the medical record 
and there is not enough room 
between the two notes to make 
your entry, make the entry where 
ihere is appropriate room and 
draw an arrow from the original 
cntrv to the afterthought.
1 incler no circumstances should any 

changes or additions be made after the 
phvsician has any notice of a lawsuit, 
claim, i ir letter fn >m an att< irnev. Yt >u will 
destroy the defense o f  the malpractice 
case, jeopardize vour license and, most 
ceriamlv, vour future insurability with 
W S P I E .S '

Reprint. W ashington Suite P hysicians In su r
a n c e  E.xcl.uinge a n d  A ssoc ia tion  P rog ress  
Notes.

f fo lA P E R  R A S H ^
IS NOT A WAY OF LIFE

You can recommend professional
diaper service w ith  confidence.

•  Laboratory Controlled. Each month 
a random sample of our diapers is 
subjected to exhaustive studies in a 
biochemical laboratory.

•  Utmost Convenience. Thanks to pick 
up and delivery service, our product 
comes when you need it.

•  Economical. All this service, all this 
protection against diaper rash costs 
far less than paper diapers — only 
pennies more a day than home- 
washed diapers.

CAUTION TO YOUR PATIENTS. It is illegal to 
dispose of human excrement in garbage. 
Parents are dimg this with paper/plastic 
d iapers. “ D isposab le” is a misnomer.

B a b y  
i ~ u i n p e r  

service
TA C O M A  W A TO LL FREE
383-B A B Y  1-800-562-BABY

Washington's Oldest, M ost Trusted 
Professional D iaper Service 

Serving O ur Second Generation¥

Puget Sound Collections Inc.
Endorsed by the M edical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional collection  services 
to the m e d ic a l  com m u nity  since I960, 
benefiting  all M e d ica l  Society M e m b e rs

M e m b e r .  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e c t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
M e d i c a l , ' D e n t a l  H o s p i t a l  B u r e a u s  o t  A m e r i c a

D av id  M ic h a u d .
G e n e ra l M a n a g e r

P u g et So u n d  
C o lle c tio n s  Inc
( 2 0 6 )  383 -5 0 1 1  
914 A  S t r e e t  
P O  B ox  1213 
T a c o m a ,  WA 98401
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Beginning: A Look Back

Ten years ago  Mavis Kallsen, then Cur
ator f o r  the M edical Society's archives, was 
invited, in her words to “view a  pristine col
lection o f  M edical Society records

"Flashing,” a s  she said, “a  m em bership  
in the Society o f  Am erican Archivists an d  
fifty  1 ’ears experience in the f ie ld  o f  fu n k 
ing, ’ ’ she met with the Director o f  the M edical 
Arts Building who h a d  com e across som e  
M edical Society record s in w hat w as  
reported to be the trash o f  the building.

- According to Kallsen what she fo u n d  was 
historically very complete. The records o f  the 
Medical Society o f  Pierce County dated  back

I to 1888 with only three y ears o f  records
{ missing.

Convinced that what she h ad  discoi 'ered 
couldbethe "mostsignificantcontinousrec- 
ord o f  history in Pierce C o u n t y s h e  set 
about tbe task o f  writing a  series o f  articles 
f o r  the Bulletin on the history o f  the Society.

~. Thinking, like Kallsen, that the history o f  the 
Medical Society o f  Pierce County has p layed  
a  significant p art in tbe developm ent o f  the 
county, tbe Bulletin is reprinting the articles 
as they first appeared  in 19 7 5, with a  special

-  thanks to Mavis Kallsen f o r  her commitment 
to the past that is so  much a  p a rt  o f  tbe 
future.

| Tbe Editor

The P.C.M.S. started with a gathering 
of  eight friends, at the invitation of  a 
Doctor James Wintermute, w ho was 
appraised of the fact that a similar gather
ing was about to take place in King 
County the same evening.

In the year 1888 Tacoma had survived 
the great depression o f  1883 and was in 
a period o f  booming expansion. The 
population rose from 735 in 1883 to 
about 17,000 five years later. The early 
settlers had come here to farm and raise 
stock but discovered that clearing their 
lands of timber was more profitable than 
using the land, with Tacoma the handiest 
shipping point on the Sound.

In 1888 in Washington Territory the 
physician had a lot o f  competition in the 
practice o f  medicine from the phar
macists and other “doctors” w ho did 
surgery and dispensed drugs in the twi
light zone o f  Territorial licensure. Many 
of Pierce County’s busiest doctors never

even bothered  to register with the 
County authorities. There was probably 
a lot of political graft in licensure then 
anyway. This really galled Doctor James 
Wintermute.

D o c to r  W in te rm u te  may have 
inherited a terrible temper. When he was 
seventeen years old his father gained 
fame as the m u rd erer  o f  General  
McCook, Secretary o f  Dakota Territory. 
Doctor Wintermute’s father was a small 
man o f  high intellect, a famous railroad 
engineer w ho had gone into banking in 
Yankton, S.D., and prospered there. In 
a dispute over railroad lines in Yankton 
in 1872, Wintermute’s father shot Gen. 
McCook in a courtroom scene. The 
General then picked up the slight 
Wintermute and, thrashing him against

the furniture, turning over the stove, 
attempted to throw him out the window 
w hen friends intervened and rescued 
Wintermute as he lay halfway across the 
window sill. Gen. McCook then went 
back to his hotel and died of the gunshot 
wounds.

Doctor Wintermute maintained his 
stance on credentials and was part o f  the 
group w ho wrote the licensure laws 
when the State constitution was written 
in 1889. He later helped develop the 
Public Health Service and the health 
codes for the city o f  Tacoma.

In November, 1896, Doctor Winter
mute was shot and killed on Pacific Ave
nue by an irate patient who claimed that 
the doctor’s prescribed medicine had 
actually made him sicker. ■

A COMMITMENT 
TO THE

n o r th w e s t

PHYSICIANS MEDICAL LABORATORIES
M IK E  C AS SID Y 

2420 S. Union, Suite 12 
Tacoma, WA 98405 

756-2111 •  1-800-222-7941
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HOSPITAL NEWS

Good Samaritan
Pool Therapy for 
arthritis patients

A swimming pool exercise program 
for people with arthritis is offered on an 
ongoing basis through Good Samaritan 
Hospital Physical Therapy Department.

The program is offered from 4:50 p.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 
the Good Samaritan therapy swimming 
pool, 4 0 "  l4 th Avenue, SE, Puyallup.

Sessions cost S2 .6 0  each and a d oc
tor’s referral is required. For further 
information call the physical therapy 
department, 848-6661 .

Humana

Humana Hospital 
names new  
Executive Director

S h a ro n  A rm stro ng  has b e e n  
a p p o in te d  E x e cu t iv e  D ire c to r  o f  
Humana Hospital - Tacoma, according to 
lames B. Bohanon, Senior Vice Presi
dent, Pacific Region, of the nation's third 
largest for profit hospital chain. Ms. Arm
strong most recently served as Associate 
Executive Director for Humana Hospital, 
San Leandro, CA.

With a Musters of Business Administra
tion from City College, Seattle, WA, Ms. 
Armstrong is a registered nurse, having 
received her diploma from Glendale 
Adventist Hospital, Glendale, CA. She

h o ld s ,  as w ell,  a BS in N ursing 
Administration from Seattle City College.

Ms. Armstrong transferred to the 
administrative position o f  coordinator o f  
Woodland Park's COMP program in 
1080. She was at the time also Director 
o f  Professional Reunions This was 
followed by a brief period at Las Vegas’

Sunrise Hospital w here  she completed 
her requirements as Administrative Spe
cialist in the Humana system, resulting 

h e r  a p p o i n t m e n t  as Assistantin
Executive Director at the San Leandro 
Facility, a position she held from 1982 to 
1983- ’

“ He flourished during the first half 
of the 20th century.”

T h e  A m e r i c a n  p h y s i c ia n  is n 't  e x t in c t .  B u t 

y o u r  f r e e d o m  Vo p r a c t ic e  i< e n d a n g e r e d .  

I n c r e a s in g  g o v e r n m e n t  in t e r v e n t io n  is  t h r e a t 

e n in g  1 h o  q u a l i t y  o f  m e d ic in e  -  a n d  y o u r  r ig h t  

t o  f u n c t i o n  a>> a n  in d e p e n d e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l .

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  r e s p o n d in g  to  c o s t  c o n t a i n 

m e n t  p r e s s u r e s  f r o m  m y r i a d  w u r c e s ,  l i a s  t a k e n  

a m o r e  a c t i v e  r o le  in  le g i s la t i n g  r e im b u r s e m e n t  

m e t h o d s ,  p a y m e n t  l e v e l s  a n d  e v e n  a c c e s s  

t o  c a r e .

I n  y o u r  f ig h t  f o r  s u r v i v a l ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

M e d ic a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  is  y o u r  b e s t  w e a p o n . T h e  

A M A  is  t h e  m o s t  in f lu e n t i a l  f o r c e  in  h e a lt h  

c a r e .  N o  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a n  s o  e i f e c t i v e l y  

r e a c h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y m a k e r s  w h o  w i l l  h e lp  

d e t e r m i n e  y o u r  f u t u r e  a n d  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  

m e d ic in e

l o in  t h e  A M A .  W e  r e  y o u r  v o i c e  in  W a s h 

in g t o n .  A n d  w e r e  f ig h t i n g  f o r  y o u  — a n d  y o u r  

p a t ie n t s .

For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , c a ll ihe  A M A  collect
01 i t t u r n  th is  cou p o n  to  y o u r  slate 

n r  c u u n tv  suc ic ty

The American Medical 
Association ^

North IJi'arhoffV ((Iwwm* feOfeVO
Please seruJ me membership inform ation,

Nnmr

Addrc.sj

O lv_______ Slate Zip

Cnjrity □  Mt-mber, County 
 M c tfc ii l Socicly
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Layman’s Terms
Communicating well with patients can 

be a challenging affair. Patients often 
appeal to their physicians "to talk in 
layman's terms." This idea, reasonable on 
the surface, can actually be part of the 
problem that prevents their clear under
standing of their conditions.

I would subm it that em p loying  
layman’s terms is not the best means of 
discussing medical p roblem s with 
patients. The terms themselves come 
from surprisingly diverse, sometimes 
untraceable sources. A common medical 
term over time and use may degenerate 
into a catch-all layman’s term, or a 
common-use phrase may be falsely 
elevated to the "status” of a medical or 
scientific term.

Ix-t me use “pinkeye" as an example. Its 
definition is “acute contagious conjunc
tivitis," but its meaning has become blur
red (no pun intended). I saw a patient 
with bilateral viral conjunctivitis and told 
him that he had a contagious infection.
He responded. "Thank goodness it's not 
pinkeye!"

A pediatric nurse with bilateral 
bacterial conjunctivitis said, "I'm glad it s 
not pinkeye so I can go back to work in 
the nursery."

A woman with viral conjunctivitis 
wondered if she had pinkeye. When I 
asked her what she meant, she answered, 
“Pinkeye is what you get when you use 
vour eyes too much."

A patient with severe iritis announced,
“I have pinkeye." Yet another patient clut
ching his hand over his eye groaned, “It's 
pinkeye!" Angle-closure glaucoma was 
closer to the truth.

Finally, "My eye doctor told me my 
lazy eye would make me more subject to 
pinkeye.”

This last statement raises some ques
tions. What is a lazy eye? It is a more 
hyperopic eye? Is it an esotropic eye with 
or w ithout g o o d  vision? Is it an 
am blyop ic  eye, or has it been 
traumatized, again with or without nor
mal vision? Who is the patient’s eye doc
tor? His optician? His optometrist? His 
ophthalmologist?

Obviously, ophthalmologists aren't the 
only ones who have problems with 
layman’s terms. I can imagine that der
matologists spend much o f  their time sor
ting out their patients’ confusion about 
how the rash they have self-diagnosed as 
“eczem a” is actually due to the 
“hypoallergenic” lotion they use so 
liberally.

Perhaps pediatricians must explain 
how every cold is not “strep throat” that 
requires an injection of penicillin.

Neurologists must be wan* when using 
the term “concussion." Its definition is 
“loss of consciousness as the result of  a 
blow to the head,” but to many lay per
sons “concussion” has come to mean 
anything from a skull fracture with coma 
to a minor bump on the head.

Meanings of terms change and what 
was once precise may no longer Lie. The 
art o f  com m unication in medicine 
requires clear, accurate speaking at the

patient's level of understanding. This is 
not accomplished by miking in layman's 
terms. The burden is on us as physicians 
to reeducate our patient about his terms 
when they no longer exactly define what 
his health problems are. With the better 
understanding this co m m u n ica t io n  
allows, the patient will probably think 
that he has a good doctor who talks to 
him in "lavman's terms." ■

D o n a ld  L. H km cbard , MD 
La Grande, Ore.

From: JAMA. Oct.  18, 1985. Vol. 25-j , No. 15
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Creating The
Electronic
Office
By Gary G. Kardos, MD

About a year ago, I wrote a column 
listing some caveats to heed before 
embarking upon the conversion < >t man
ual tasks in the medical office to c o m 
puterized tasks. In this article. I will 
outline a logical sequence ol events to 
follow to successfully achieve this goal.

Before selecting either software or 
hardw are, the p h y sic ian  or o th e r  
designated office individual must c o n 
duct a comprehensive evaluation and 
description o f  current practices which 
must include the state, effectiveness, 
and deficits in the current billing system: 
Can you bill in a timely fashion? Can you 
identify delinquent accounts, bad debts, 
insurance  payments,  a m ou nts  that 
patients owe after insurance payments? 
Can you generate financial reports with 
an aged accounts receivable? Can you 
predict trends in income and costs? How 
are medical records kept? How much 
time is spent pulling patient charts, fil
ing reports, correspondence, etc.? What 
does this cost you? Thus, each practice 
needs to create a list o f  specific questions 
to evaluate current operations and plan 
for future needs.

After having reviewed in detail office 
practice functions, features, and c o n 
trols, a wish list, in order of need, 
should be drawn up: e.g., accounts 
receivable, general ledger, accounts 
payable, word processing, te le co m 
m u n ica t io n s ,  d atabase  fu n c t io n s  
(prescriptions, drug sensitivities, date o f 
last appointment, when next visit is due, 
retrieval o f  patients by diagnosis, etc.) 
access o f hospital and home by modem, 
etc. Then decide how much can be 
spent and how soon one will need to 
add features.

Now you are ready to shop lor soft
ware, a program or set o f  instructions 
for performing a variety o f  repetitive 
tasks such as an accounts receivable or 
billing program, accounts payable, etc. 
This will require personal time and effort 
and should be confined to locally  
su p p o rted  system s. T h e  m a jo r  
m e d ica l  so f tw a re  fea tu res  sh o u ld

include: a patient master file, a provider 
file, an insurance com pany tile, a pro
cedure ci >dc file that uses both CPT and 
KV.S n u m b e rs  and a lso  a c c e p t s  
alphanumeric entries, a prolessional lee 
file with the ability lo have more than 
i >nc fee schedule; anil should be a single 
entry system. Secondary pi >sting opera
tions should occur automatically. The 
system should be able to generate patient 
bills on demand, weekly, monthly, or 
cyclically. Insurance forms with primary 
and secondary insurance should be 
created on demand < >r at any given time 
period one c h i « >ses. The system sh< >uld 
tell vou when 3< > clavs have elapsed with
out in s u ra n ce  b ill ings .  P aym en ts  
rece iv ed  sh o u ld  be a l lo c a la b le  to 
insurance company or the patient and 
balance due should be the balance for
ward or full summary type, changeable 
as needed. There must be a forced  
audit trial on a daily basis for both 
m o n o 1 received and charges entered. 
T he system must not perm it deletion  
o f  an incorrect entry. An offsetting entry 
permits audit con tro l ,  Productivity 
reports by MD. by total, by service 
should be easily available upon demand 
and not autom atically generated. A 
m o n th ly  aged a c c o u n ts  rece iv ab le  
rcpi >rt goes almost withi >ut saving, h  ical 
availability, local installation, and the 
ability to see the system operating in a 
real office are imperative.

The selection o f  hardware, the c o m 
puter. printer, storage media, video ter
minal. modem, etc., is dependent upon 
the so ftw a re  s e le c te d .  It must be 
upwardly expandable with a definition 
ol its upper limits in terms ol the number 
ol terminals and m em ory storage, and 
must be locally supportable.

Having gotten this far, put out a 
request for proposal to the various 
vendors. This RFP should include:

(I) D escription o f Your P ractice: 
p ro v id e  in fo rm a t io n  on  sp ecia lty ,  
number ol MDs, staff size, computer 
applications required, number o f  letters 
per month, number o f  patient visits per

month, number o f  bills sent out, number 
o f  insurance ft )rms generated, number of 
new patient visits, number o f  insurance 
claims sent per month, and the type of 
a c c o u n t in g  d es ire d .  (2) Vendor 
Background Inform ation: ask when 
established, gr< >ss sales per annum for the 
past three years, name o f  bank and two 
additional financial references, length of 
time marketing this product, where the 
software was developed, number of 
actual installations, and three names of 
p ractices  to call about the system. 
(3) System  D e scrip tio n : request 
detailed information that completely and 
a ccu ra te ly  d e s c r ib e s  the proposed 
system. How many months o f  patient 
activity can be kept on line? What are the 
limits o f  medical records, word process
ing. account functions? What is available 
for upward expansion, etc.? (4) Vendor 
Support: describe the nature of the sup
port to be given, where, duration, who 
will w ork with you; additional charges if 
any for practice survey, special program
ming. system training pre- and post- 
mstallation. installation o f  hardware and 
software, system testing, training, account 
conversion, and assistance after up and 
going. (^) Service Information: who 
will service hardware, software, where 
located, what is the guaranteed response 
time, after hour service, equipment 
exchange, updates, and costs? (6 ) System 
P ricin g  Breakdow n: exact system 
price for each item to include CPI', ter- 
minal(s) .  s torage  devices ,  printers, 
telecommunications, software, vendor 
support,  serv ice maintenance for soft
ware and hardware, and two copies of all 
contracts. Include in the contract that the 
source cod e for the program will be 
available to you should the software 
house and/or vendor gc> out o f  business 
and that it will be kept in a security vault. 
Verify the existence o f  the account and 
w h a t  it c o n t a in s  b e f o r e  signing. 
(7) Expansion Capability: re: work
ing m em ory (RAM), storage memory 
(megabytes), terminals, etc. (8) Time 
Fram e for Paym ents: 1 suggest W
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before, 'A on delivery, 'A when installa
tion completed and hold back 'A until 
operational for 30 days. Write this Lip, 

send it out, and cross off your list those 
vendors who don't respond fully or 
accurately.

Final thoughts may 
sound cynical but are 

ever so impor
tant . . . don’t believe 

salespersons, get 
everything in writing in 

understandable 
language.

Improve Cash Flow
A c o m p u te r  in  y o u r  o f f ice  can im p ro v e  cash f l o w  a n d  increase o f f ice  
eff ic iency. By o f fe r in g  a var ie ty  o f  systems, w e  can h e lp  y o u  f i n d  The  
C o m p u te r  System to meet y o u r  spec if ic  needs.

Systems start as low as $5,000 
or less than $140 per month

• Single or multi-user systems
• Maintain accouints receivable
• Medical word processing & more

Contact Dan Rivera — 564-3581 
for complimentary needs analysis

• Complete training and installation
• Insurance and Patient Billing
• 90 day full credit system exchange

7822A 27th St. West, Tacoma, WA

Final thoughts may be cynical but are 
ever so important to avoid being taken or 
being out thousands o f  dollars without 
recourse. These include: don't believe 
salespersons, get everything in writing in 
understandable language, have your 
attorney review all documents before 
signing, see systems in operation or have 
your office manager do this at different 
practices—spend enough time and a.sk 
enough questions and offer to pay the 
physician for die time you spend with his 
office personnel. Expect to keep parallel 
records for at least 60 days and 6 months 
o f  operative e x p e r ie n c e  with the 
accounts receivable before adding any 
other software functions. Go slowly, 
carefully, and thoughtfully! Good luck! 
Careful planning reaps many benefits.*

From: San Francisco Medicine, August, 19HS.

Pain & Stress Medical Clinic
Jan Oravetz, MD, FAC A 

Comprehensive treatment of chronic pain conditions 
Substance abuse treatment

Custer Preventive Center 
7509 Custer Road W est 
Tacoma, W ashington 98467

472-8272

Member of American Pain Society and International Association for the Study of Pain

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,

On behalf of Children's Home Society o f  Washington, thank you for your very generous support o f  our Apple Project. The 
full-page public service ad on the back cover o f  the November Bulletin was greatly appreciated and certainly exceeded our expec
tations.

Over the last three years our apples sales have steadily increased helping make it possible for us to serve the children and 
families across the state. It is the commitment like yours that have enabled this success to occur.

Again, thank you for your belief in our quality product and our quality programs.

Syclna K o o n ls
■ Executive Assistant
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AUXILIARY NEWS

Gourmet 
Meals 
Anyone?

Art Auction Feh, 14,1986
Sponsored by the Pierce County M edical Society  

Auxiliary.

The Robert Sills Gallery o f  North Hollywood is presenting this premium 
art. Mr. Sills, the most efficient and entertaining auctioneer, will personally 
conduct the auction. Mr. Sills is graciously donating a signed and numbered 
lithograph by Salvador Dali for our door prize drawing.

The Place: Charles Wngbl Academy. - Chamber Creek l\d.
West

The Time: Preview. '.<)(> p m  Auction, s .u o p .m

The Fee: S J 5vper person/S^ no per couple (revy reasonable]

The Goodies: W'/m- am i Hors d'neucres

The Reason: Aiixiliai^'s main fund raiser fo r  the year.

Our monetary percentage from the auction depends on the amount o f  art 
sold. There will be a wide price range offered so this is the opportunity 
to please your ‘sweetie" with a valentine gift, furnish vour office, brighten 
up that dull wall or hall at home, or plan ahead for next Christmas.

Come. Bring vour friends, neighbors, relatives, art collectors, dealers. All 
are welcome to make this evening a huge success!

Doll House to be  
displayed at 
Art Auction

The doll house pro ject is finally 
underway. The dimensions are awesome 
for this Victorian mansion. If all goes 
well, the finished product will be 
displayed at our big fund miser, the Art 
Auction held at Charles Wright. Feb. I 4 . 
The winning raffle ticket for this J< >vdv 
13 room dull house will be drawn dur
ing the jo in t  Meeting, March II, at the 
Fircrest Golf Club.

Kris White and Dianna Ames, Co 
Chairs o f  the Handicapped Awareness 
Committee have been working the past 
four to five months to find a willing

instructor working with the handi
capped in the public schools to under
take the doll house construction as a 
classroom project. This did not materi
alize Us 'xe had set (mr expectatu h i s  a bit 
roo high.

VXe are most lortunate ti 1 ha\e a Board 
Member in Auxiliary this w a r  w ho is 
well aware uf her husband's abiiitv and 
interest in building a canoe  and inci- 
dcmlv. a doll house. Well. |ierhaps not 
exactly in that order, but ihe doll house 
pr> >jeci was the lirsi < me ini rod need, and 
as you are reading this, it should slowly 
be taking shape.

In the next issue o f  the Bulletin  per
haps there will be a picture ol Martin 
Schaferle and sons Martv and Matt, 
working diligently on this Victorian

Start 1986 with a new experience. Jan. 
marks the first dinner for the Couples 

G ourm et Group. O ther  fourth Saturday 
dinners will be in March and April. Each 
couple prepares and serves part of an 
elaborate, several course dinner. At each 
dinner the couples are different than the 
time before, thus providing an oppor
tunity to renew old friendships or to 
make new  ones as you relax and con
verse on anu hing  but medicine. Old and 
new members, to make reservations call 
v>2~-2- KS, morning or early evenings. 
Reservations must be  made bv Jan. 10, 
lOHtv

mansion. Tickets will be sold to Aux- 
ilr.tns for SI.0 0  or 6 for SS.QQ. We will 
appreciate your assistance with this pro
ject  also. After paying for a fairly large 
initial investment, proceeds will go to 
assist the handicapped in Pierce County.

We as m em bers o f  the medical com
munity arc fulfilling our purpose as Aux- 
ilians:

To assist in those programs of 
the  M edical S o c ie ty  o f  Pierce 
County that improve the health 
and quality o f  life for all people.

To prom ote health education.
To encourage participation o f  vol
unteers in the activities that meet 
health needs, and to support health 
related charitable endeavors.

12 The B u l l e t i n , 1W.



Philanthropic 
Committee Report 
approved

The Pierce County Medical Society 
Auxiliary approved the Philanthropic 
Committee report at the Nov 15 General 
Membership meeting.

T h e  fo llow ing funds are to be  
disbursed in the fall o f  1986 (1985):

S650.00 Diabetes Association 
$250.00 CHORE (Elderly Res

pite Program)
$475.00 Lifeline (Good Samar

itan Hospital)
The following organizations will be 

given funding after our Feb. 1986 Art 
Auction Fund Raiser:

Children's Home Socie ty  o f  
Washington.

WWEE (Washington Women’s 
Employment and Education).

Rural Family Support Program 
(Good Samaritan Hospital).

Birth to Three
FADEOUT (Fife Alcohol Drug 

Education Outreach)
Neighborhood Clinic 

The Philanthropic Committee also 
recommended the following:

1) that the Medical Auxiliary 
loan the Birth to Three Program 
the use o f  the Auxiliary's VCR.

2) that the proceeds from the 
doll house raffle be donated to 
New House.

3) that the proceeds from the 
January brunch with Je f f  Smith be 
donated to the YWCA Women’s 
Support Shelter.
The committee also recommended 

that FADEOUT be submitted as our can
didate for the State Auxiliary Philan
thropic Award, and N eighborhood  
Clinic be designated as the main recip
ient o f  our Art Auction.

Members o f  the Philanthropic Com 
mittee were Marlene Arthur, Chair; 
Helen W hitney and Mimi Jergens,  
PCMSA Board; Joan  Sullivan and Mary 
Loujones, General Membership; Ginny 
Miller and Susie Duffy, Ex Officio.

Branch with Jeff 
Smith: Jan. Meeting

Je f f  Smith, Tacom a’s ow n Frugal 
Gourmet, will be the featured speaker at 
the Ja n .  PCMSA m e e t in g  at the- 
Oakbrook G o lf  and Country Club. 
Smith is the author o f  the number one

best selling c o o k b o o k ,  T he F r u g a l  
G ourm et. He is also host o f  the syn
dicated television show bearing the same 
title. He has been a guest o f  the Phil 
D onahue Show. With his wit and 
wisdom, this is sure to be a fun and 
informative program.

All proceeds from the sale o f  the 
brunch tickets will go to the YWCA 
Women's Support Shelter. Hostesses for 
the meeting will be Jessie Gillespie and 
the Western Clinic Wives. Mrs. Lester 
(Pearle) Baskin, 1947-48 past president of 
PCMSA and close friend o f  Smith, will 
introduce our guest speaker.

The meeting will begin at 9 :45  a.m. 
Brunch will be from 10:15 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. The program is scheduled to begin 
at 11:00 a.m. and will run until noon.

Reservations must be made by sen
ding a check for $ 12.00 per person to 
Alice Wilhyde, 515 N. C St., Tacoma, WA 
9 8403  by Jan. 10, 1986.

Guests are welcome, so bring your 
friends for a "fun” morning.

Newcomers
We were happy to welcome the 

following newcomers at the Sept. 
Welcoming Coffee at Little Church 
On the Prairie: J o a n  Geble. Kim  
Nelson, J u d y  Chan, T o r i  Vimnl, 
E lizabeth  Tm pp, Emily Schoenfel- 
der, and K athleen B irlenbach.

Joining us at the interesting No
vember meeting “Women in Transi
tion” was K ay  Plonsky. It is a 
pleasure to see these new laces. We 
are pleased to welcome each of 
them and hope that they will parti
c ipate in the activities ot the 
Auxiliary.

AMA-ERF 
Fund Raiser 
Big Success!

A big thanks to everyone w ho so 
generously gave to the AMA-ERF Holiday 
Sharing Card. It is with pride that we are 
able to send $12,885 to the American 
Medical Association Educational and 
Research fund.

Our gratitude to Sharon Gilbert and 
Carol Hazelrigg for the many hours they 
volunteered in completing this project. 
Thanks also to Carolyn Modarelli for 
coordinating the children’s art contest 
from which the designs for the card 
were chosen. Congratulations to Stefan 
Kirk for producing the winning design.

Many thanks to the women who spent 
hours addressing and preparing the 
envelopes for mailing.

The recently held gift wrap and rib
bon sales produced a profit o f  almost
3120.00

Telephone 
Answerers Needed!

Ella Turner, Publicity Chair for the 
Auxiliary, has received word from KTCS, 
Ch annel  9, Seattle ,  that tw e n ty  
telephone answerers are needed Jan. 15, 
1986. This is in response to our offer to 
assist in one o f  their fund drives.

If vou are interested in volunteering 
from 1:00 p.m. to 6 :30  p.m., Jan. 15, or 
wish to be placed on an alternate list, 
contact Ella for further details and car- 
pooling at 581-1060.

Tom Carstens Porsche-Audi
7044 S. Tacoma Way 

Tacoma, Washington 98409

474-0651
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MEMBERSHIP
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Computer Consultant
Will do a needs-ana lys is  p lus recom m ended system 
for a 1-4 doctor office. Over four years experience in the 
field, including office use of a medical management 
com puter system (billing, accounts receivable, accounts 
payable, w ord-processing , etc.). Could save you 
thousands of dollars.

Contact: James M. Blankenship, MD 
564-4692  564-6424

THE VOLVO 2*0

----------------— ~ ~  m m Ŵ mW
Must people would he happy to build a car with an average life expectancy of 

l.vfiycaiv
But Volvo engineers arc harder to satisfy than most people. That's why. for 

I9i h, they vc made improvements in fhe Volvo 240. Improvements that include 
heated liont *euK more comprehensive nistprootlne and a re-styled body aimed 
at bringing the aerodynamics of the 240 to a new low.

Which is another reason why its high-dme you stopped by our Volvo show
room fora test drive.

TOPPING MOTORS
925 Market (Downtown) Tacoma

V O L V O -N IS S A N 3 -Y E A R  U N L IM IT E D  M ILE S  
W A R R A N T Y

'H om e o f  th e  C ustom  L ease"

■ Sa/t's • l.eitsi/tg- 
•lutmpectn Delivery 

572-3333

np. i  ni_n j t - . im .«  m,»> l.is l lo n g er S u m m a ry  j v j i la b le  31 your V o lvo  d enier



C L A S S IF IE D

Medical Office Space Available

4th & K. Conv enient to Tacoma General and 
Mary Bridge. ~00 to 1200 sq. ft. Call 594-1355.

Office space available. In professional 
building at North 27th and Adams Street. Call 
Richard Baker. 759-6800.

Ski Y ugoslavia! S arajeva. 1986. Enjoy 
Europe's best kept skiing secret Tour escorted 
by ski instructor and tour guides. Full package 
#999. Very cheap. Feb. 14-23. 198b. Sub 
s e q u e n t weeks also available. Contact Linda

MEDICAL A.B.C.
SPECIALISTS IN 

MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGEMENT 
IN-HOUSE COMPUTER SYSTEMS

ONLY $289 PER MONTH
LOCALLY SUPPORTED 

CALL MARY K. ROTTLE

862-8040

IDEAL
LOCATION

Unique, single-story offices to lease or ow n, in the 
heart of Federal Way's new m edical district. Just 
m inutes Irom St. Francis Hospital and proposed 
Mason Clinic. Excellent visibility, accessibility. 

Staff and patient parking at the door.
Call Venture Equities at 

3 5 7 -7 8 8 0 , Olympia or 4 7 3 -4 3 3 0 ,  Tacom a.

Computerized Testing  
B y Fastest

Psychological, Vocational, 
Educational

Adult and Children

Harold B. Joh n ston , MD, P.S.
Allenmore Medical Center, B-3009 

South 19th & Union 
Tacoma, WA 98405 

Telephone 383-2413

Union Avenue 
Pharmacy & 
Corset Shop

C u s t o m  Fit 
B re a s t  P ro th e s is  a n d  B ras

Formerly Smith's Corset Shop 
2302  S. U n io n  A ve . 752 -1705

Comprehensive Counseling 
Associates

M arsha Hedrick, Ph.D. 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist 

Anxiety Reactions 
Depression 

Psychosomatic Concerns 
Cost Effective, Professional 

Outpatient treatment for 
individuals and families 
20 years experience 

C overed by many insurance plans 
756-5241

DISCOUNT
ALLENMORE “A” BUILDING
$8 .00  p er square fool!
P ra c t ic e - re a d y  o f f ic e  su i te  to 
s u b le a s e .  S u i ta b le  fo r  o n e  or 
tw o  p e rs o n s  All le a s e h o ld  
im p r o v e m e n ts  in c lu d e d .  V ery  
a t t ra c t iv e  ren t  s t ru c tu re
C a l l  Drs. L loyd  E lm e r  or  J im  
K o m o ro u s  5 7 2 - 4 2 5 5  tor
de ta i ls

Featuring 
Tacoma's Finest Homes

Richard C. Pessemier 
Sales Associate

272 -4 13 8 OFFICE 759 -2 69 9 HO ME

Swanson-McGoldrick, Inc.
W A S H I N G T O N  m m  D I N G  SUI TE 302 

T A C O M A ,  W A S H I N G T O N  08402

111111111! ! ! ! 1 111111i11111111111111111111111i11111111111111111111111111j11i191

Advertise with The Bulletin 
Classified Ad Form

Pkicc your classified At! with The Hulled// by simply filling uitf Ibis form, p ro d d ed  fo r  your
con ren io ice . Mail to.- .

The Bulletin
c/o MKTipion Communication Services

2607 Brid>»ep< nl Way West, Suite 2C — Tacoma, WA W-tOO

-,cvi jx -r  w o rd . ( 10  w o rd  m in im u m  )

Ads must b e  >e^ eu v d by  the I <<jthe >»<>uthpreceding the m onth <>ff>i/hh\,anm l\iym ent must liccom pciny  
order. M ake ch eck  p ay a b le  to Mcnihcrshi{> Henefits. Inc.

C la s s if ic a tio n :
□  P h y s i c i a n s  N e e d e d  □  I ' m ' S . i l e  □  R c . i l  Hs t . i te  □  M i s c e l l a n e o u s

N a m e   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- —  — -________________________

A d d r e s s ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   _ _

City.  _________________________________    Zip  Phone _ _________ _____________

i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i
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Looking for a market?
Advertise in The Bulletin, 
the Medical Society's publication.

For inform ation on advertising rates 
and space available,
Call 5 6 4 -3 8 3 1 ,
or come by our office at
2607 Bridgeport Way West, Suite 2C
in Tacoma.



BUDTRUEBENBACH:

“TALKING TO ANY OTHER BANK WAS A WASTE!'
Pacific Periodicals is the third largest 

library in Tacoma. They have 20 ,000  volumes 
on their shelves.

But they don't lend their books and m aga
zines. They sell them. And what m agazines they 
don’t sell, they shred. Pacific Periodicals shreds 
80  tons of recyclable waste paper a m< >nlh.

“M agazines are as perishable as peas and car
rots',’ says Bud Truebenbach, general manager.

"T h a t’s been the trouble with dealing with 
banks’,’ he says. “Other banks were only interested 
in collateral. Half of my $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  inventory

ends up as shreds each month when we pass the 
newsstand date."

"No one would look al us for debt service or 
cash flow beyond the balance sheet."

Th at is, no one except North Pacific hank.
“North Pacific looked al our business, our 

track record over the pasl five years and our plans 
for the future. T h at's  the kind of partnership a 
business needs from a bank—not an adversary 
position’,’ said Bud.

Today Pacific Periodicals has 4 5  employees 
and services more than TiOO retail outlets.

North Pacific Bank is committed to helping 
independent business in and around Tacoma. 
We believe that going to a bank for a loan 
shouldn’t make you feel like y< m’ve been through 
a shredder.

If you’ve read any good books lately, chances 
are they came from Pacific Periodical Services 
in the Lakewood-Tacoma Industrial Park.

If your bank isn’t well read on the needs 
of vour business, call T h e Business Bank 
at 472-3333.

NORTH PACIFIC BANK
THE BUSINESS BANK M e m b e r  F D I C



MEDICAI SOCIETY OF PIERCE COUNTY 
705 South 9th, Suite 20 J  

Tacoma, Washington 98405

A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T I O N  R E Q U E S T E D

BULK RATE
U S . P O S T A G E  

PAID
T a c o m a , w a s h

PERM IT NO. 605
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Own or Lease

Union Avenue Professional Building
1528 Union Avenue 

Office Condominium
2 minutes to Allenmore Individually custom finished 

Complete financing available

927-4343
[ NORTH SHORE PROPERTIES, LTD.
i 1 1 4 0  B ro w n s  P o in t B lv d  N  E T a c o m a . W A  9 8 4 2 2

Call Jim Marso

Tel-Med
A Library of Free 

Recorded Health Tips.
• Over 200 topics, from tonsillectomy to 

osteoporosis, researched and written by 
physicians.

• Brochures listing these topics are free to you and 
your patients. If you would like a supply for your 
waiting room, please call 5 9 7 -6 6 5 5 .

A  Community Service Sponsored By:

Pierce County 
Medical
A Blue Shield Plan

1114 Bmadway Plaza Tacnmn, WA 98402
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0 f t  Professional 
Liability Reform

U is hnrdlv a new issue, hut the prob- 
lcm of  professional liability insurance 
has heated up. Fur those of vou w ho 
readonly die first paragraph of  this. page, 
let me make sure y o u  d o not miss the 
take hom e lesson: please contact Y o u r  

legislators and ask them to do something 
about it.

Some o f  vou intend t< > read this entire 
page. I lowevcT. if von are sh< >rt < >n time 
1 would ask that you Mop reading now 
and pick rip yi >ur dictaphone: it i.s ni«:>re 
important that \ou write vour legislators 
than read this page. So dictate a letter that 
says that professional liability insurance 
is j  problems and chut \ou would like the 
Legislature to do something about it.

What is the big deal about getting in 
touch with legislators '1 As more in
dividuals contact each legislator the 
chances are increased that thev will 
recognize this as a problem that needs 
a solution. Numbers influence leg
islate Mas be it can be .said that physi
cians clo not have enough numbers to 
influence legislators, that non-phvsicians 
must be involved. Even so, that should 
nor keep us from making the effort, fn mi 
doing i >i.ir part. How hard is it to w rite 
a letter"

In a sense it could be said that physi
c ian s  w h o  do n o t  c o n t a c t  their  
legislators are hurling the campaign. It

mid n< it be hard f> >r a Iegislati >r to fig
ure the number of doctors w ho dt > noi 
write or call, perhaps this malpractice 
thing really is not much o f a  problem if 
cloetors do not c\en bother with it.

LETTERS WILL SOLVE THIS?
No. le t ters  a l o n e  will  n o t  s o lv e  th is  

I i r o b le m :  i'h > s in g l e  a c t  if m will  d o  it TO 
g e t  m e a n i n g f u l  leg is la t iv e  c h a n g e s  wil l 
re q u ire  o  >i le c r tcd  efl< >rr t >n m a n v  fn >nts. 
'1 h e  e x p e r i e n c e  in o t h e r  s ta les  fells us 
tl u i  1 1 n. * i >rncr.st< m e  o f  a s u c c e s s f u l  earn 
p a ig n  is th e  in v o lv e m e n r  o t  in d iv id u a l  
p h y s i c ia n s

Other things that are happening in this 
campaign include lo b b ying  by our 
leaders and professionals, physicians 
speaking before various groups, media 
relations, meetings with local legislators, 
formation < >f communuv acti< >n leams of 
physicians and others, meetings with 
coalition members, public education, 
and plans for visits to Olvmpia.

The coalition o f  physicians and non- 
phvsicians is a most promising d e
velopment.

1986 LEGISLATURE
As you read this, the Legislature is 

about half wav through their 198b Scs- 
si< >n. Time is running out.

1 think we do have an opportunity in 
the I9<S6 legislature.

Tlie Legislature canm >t be expected to 
act on professional liability reform in 
19Sb unless they think it is an important 
problem; unless they hear from you. 
vour legislators will noi know that it is 
important to you

EXCUSES
Why are some people reluctant to 

write to their legislators' let me respond 
to .some o f  the possibilities.

Excuse: That is why we have a Medical 
Society President Response: I am work
ing hard on it. But convincing legislators 
to do something requires that thev hear 
from individuals in iheir own district. 
Numbers influence legislators.

Excuse: Malpractice insurance is not 
important. Response: (let your head out 
o f  the sand

Excuse- They would not be interested 
in h e a r in g  from  me. Response-, 
legislators <j( > n, when their consti 
tuents e< mtact them. Numbers influence 
legislators.

Excuse- It will not do any good. 
Response: \\ hat is the alternative-'

Excuse: If is r<« > late. Response: 1 hope 
noi.

Excuse: 1 do not know- how  to write 
such a letter. Response: Here are some 
suggestions:

WRITING THE LETTER
It can be very simple; do not think 

that you have to explain the entire prob
lem and its solution, and justify all your 
opinions. It is enough to just say that you 
think it is an important problem and that 
you want the Legislature to do some
thing about it.

T he most significant thing is that each 
o f  your legislators must hear from you. 
Numbers influence legislators.

It is so hard to get started, you say 1 
have som e suggestions. "As the Legis
lature considers reform o f  malpractice 
insurance anti liability tort laws, I want 
to be sure that you hear my opinion, and 
hope that you will give it due consider
ation . . . ."Or, "This week 1 read an arti
cle that . . . (enclosed): 1 think this is 
another example that our .system for per
sonal injur)- com pensation  is out of bal
ance . . . "  Or. "T h e  Legislature is being 
asked to reform the laws about liability 
insurance and personal injur)' tort 
Or. "This  m orning  I ordered some tests 
on a patient that were unnecessary, but 
that will help protect me in the event 
things do not turn out as we hope—an 
example o f  defensive medicine . . . .“

THE TAKE HOME LESSON
Contact your legislators today about 

the problems o f  professional liability 
insurance. They need to hear from every 
< me o f  us Numbers influence legislators.

 R ich ard  Hawkins

£•< //>. liiilh-mi h-li..



NEWS BRIEFS

Legislative 
Session: 1986.
Professional Liability

Over 40 businesses, professional, gov
ernmental and community organiza
tions c o m b in e d  to p ro p o s e  the 
"Coalition Reform Bill" to the 1086 
Legislature. The WSMA reports it is 
cautiously optimistic about the Bill. The 
Bill will limit non-economic damages to 
5250,000; provide itemized verdicts: 
provide periodic payments; apportion 
damages (joint and several liability); limit 
attorney fees.

Uncompensated Care: 
Basic Health Plan

Senator Jim McDermott will again 
introduce his “Basic Health Plan" with 
Mime changes in proposed funding from 
last year's effort. Rather than seek fun
ding by taxing physicians and hospitals, 
the Plan calls for a 1/K)th of c me percent 
sales tax increase.

Medical Society 
Speakers enlist 
public support 
with liability crisis

Members of  the Medical Society have 
been busy appearing before community 
groups, such as Rotary, Lions and 
Kiwanis clubs to give them the message 
that the liability crisis is no longer only 
a problem of  the medical community 
but that of society.

Drs. W. Ben Blackett and Richard 
I lawkins have addressed the Gig Harbor 
Lions Club, and the Fifc-Milton and 
Lakewood Rotary Clubs. Other presen
tations are being scheduled. Both report 
they are receiving a good response from 
their audiences.

New home 
for Tel-Med 
Tape Library

Pierce County Medical Bureau is the 
new home of the Tel-Med Tape Library.

An excellent resource for the com- 
munitv. lel-Med is a library o f  tape 
recorded health care messages that 
address a variety i if topics. The tapes are 
designed t< i give listeners information i in 
how h > stay healthy, rec< ignize early signs 
o f illness, and adjust to serious illness.

Tel-Med is not designed to replace 
professional medical or dental care. It 
should not be used in an emergency or 
to diagnose an illness.

Fach tape is 3-5  m inutes  long, 
carefully prepared and screened by a 
panel o f  physicians and ( ilher health care 
experts for accuracy and presented in a 
straightforward, easy-to-understand 
manner.

The lel-Med service is free, easy to 
use. and c< mfidential. T<i use the service 
the caller dials the Tel-Med number and 
asks the operator f< ir the desired tape by 
number.

For more i n format i< >n or a copy o f  the 
’lel-Med brochure call the I lealth Educa
tion Department o f  Pierce County 
Medical at 5 0 - -h055.

Volunteer for 
the Health 
Fair Booth!

Tile annual Tacoma Mall Health Fair 
will be held on Feb. U. 15. lo. The Aux
iliary will once again have a booth featur
ing free blood pressure tests.

The Health Fair provides the oppor
tunity to meet the public and gives the 
S o c ie ty  and Auxiliary outstanding 
visibility. Past volunteers at the booth all 
report having had an enjoyable time 
administering the tests and answering 
the many questions posed.

N cirsbricfs c o n lin n ed  on  p a g e  6

PORSCHE
A U D I

If * ,

Audi 500QS SiMliin
SM>

r.tie 911 C.inern Ta't],i

Tom Carstens Porsche-Audi
7044 S. Tacoma Way 

Tacoma, W ashington 98409

474-0651
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Dec. Meeting
••During the D ecem ber meeting o f  the 
Board, the EMS Com mittee reported it 
K ci >ntinuing to investigate the liability 
insurance coverage available to Base Sta
tion Physicians
••The Public  Health/School Health 
Com mittee reported it is pursuing the 
fluoridation o f  the la co m a  Water supplv 
in 19<S0 Returns are criming in on the 
.survey o f  smoking policies o f  the Pierce 
G  junty schools that the G  >mmittee sent 
i >ur.
•♦The Board approved the Credentials 
Com mittee recom m endation that the 
following applicants tor membership be 
appn >ved:

F rederick  j  (Uirluck'. Anesthesi-
i >1< i g v

C hristopher J  Harris, I.Yologv
Tke o i l o rv  K h i n n y c. General 

surgcrv
\htrtiu M cikM soii. Family ,\lec! 

i t  inc.-

Fran k M SvnecaL Onci »li (gy-lle- 
niotok';4%

Patrice Stevenson. Physical Med
icine/Rehabilitation

G ary  I' Trapp. Oh/Gyn

••Tentative revisions to the present 
Bvlaws w ere reviewed and r e c o m 
mended to be forwarded to an ;ut< irnev 
for review and com ment.
••The Board reviewed a request from 
the Tacom a F ire m en s  Pension and 
Disability l3oard f< >r assistance- in < >btain- 
ing medical profession classification and 
basis tor drug and/or illegal substance 
usage and chemical dependency.

MSPC members 
and spouses 
attend Annual 
Joint Dinner 
Meeting.

N'earlv m e m b e r s  a n d  s p o u s e s
a t t e n d e d  t h e  A n n u a l  J o i n t  D i n n e r  
M e e t in g .  D e c  10. at t h e  n e w l y  o p e n e d  
H olidav In n .  It w a s  a jo y o u s  o e c u s i n n  
w ith c< u r icd ian  Stan  H o r e s o n ,  lo n g - t im e  
P u g et  Sotm cl  7 A' persi  mality, k e e p in g  i he

crowd roaring with laughter at his Scan
dinavian brand o f  humor.

T h e  meeting was the occas ion  for Dr. 
Guus Bischott" to relinquish the MSPC 
presidency to Dr. Richard Hawkins and 
for introduction o f  the newly elected 
Medical Society Officers and Trustees.

Dr. B isch off  presented plaques o f  
appreciation to outgoing 7'rustees and 
Officers for their service on behalf t>f the 
Society and com m u nity  Plaques were 
presented to Drs Bruce Smith, vice- 
p res id ent:  Robert  W". O sb o r n e .  Jr.,  
sccreiary-treasurer; fames "Pat" Duffy, 
immediate past president:  Trustees j< >hn 
McGowen, Marcel Malden, C. Stevens 
Hammer and Mvra Vozcnilek. The f(ji
lt iwing new members < >f the I>< >ard were 
introduced: Kenton C.. B o d ih ,  \'ice 
President: Richard G. Bowe, President 
Elect: Robert 13. W hitney secrctarv- 
Trea.surer; Michael I Ialstead. 7'rustee; 
Peter H M arsh, T ru stee ;  Paul D. 
Schneider, Trustee.

Illinois’ M edical 
Malpractice  
Reform Act 
declared  
unconstitutional.

Illinois' Medical Malpractice Reform 
Act o f  I0HS was declared unconstitu
tional Dec. 1<S, by an Illinois circuit court. 
The court struck down the five major 
provisions o f  the law, which went into 
effect Aug. IS. 7'he law creates panels to 
re\ lew malpractice claims before trial 
and prohibits plaintiffs irom collecting 
awards Irom both their insurers and the 
defendants.

T h e  law also requires structured 
payments lor damages after the first 
s_’ s().i)oo, abolishes punitive damages 
against plnsieian.s. and forms ,i .sliding 
scale for lawyers' lees. The court ruled 
ihat the law is unconstitutional, in part, 
be< atisc ii violates plaintiffs' right t( > jUn 
trials

Illinois suk- Medic at Sociel\- President 
\>r. Morgan Meyer, however, responded 
that lhe law "denies no patient his or her 
day in court." Without file new law, the 
legal .system is costly  inefficient, and 
' be in  tils lawyers. no| the in jured 
patients,' according to Mcvcr.

T h e  law was challenged by a Chicago 
malpractice attorney. T h e  state plans to 
appeal the ruling to the Illinois Supreme 
Court.  T h e  law will remain effective 
until a ruling is m ade by the high court.

From H ospital \K'wk. Dee. 20, 1985. Vol. 21, 
No

M edicare and  
other health 
program s could  
be facing  
d e e p  cuts

President Reagan signed legislation 
Dec. 12 , 19.SS, that includes an amend
ment designed to eliminate the federal 
budget deficit by 1091. 7'he amendment, 
attached to a bill that raises the federal 
debt ceiling to S i  trillion, proposes to 
eliminate the deficit by setting fixed def
icit reduction targets in each o f  the next 
five years. T h e  measure also empowers 
the president to sequester money from 
most federal programs if Congress fails 
to meet those marks.

The amendm ent, introduced bv Sens. 
Phil Gramm (R-TX). Warren Rudman(R- 
NH). and lirnest Hollings (D-SC), could 
force significant cuts in Medicare and 
certain other  health programs. Social 
Security. Medicaid and seven other low 
inc< mie relief programs are exempt from 
the measure.

T lx  impact i m Medicare will he felt in 
March I9S0. w hen about Si 1.7 billion in 
budget cuts will be required to meet FY 
iOHoclcficu reduction targets, tjncler the 
plan. Medicare payments to hospitals 
o  mid be reduced bv a specified percent
age, limited to 1 percent in FY 19 8 6 and 
2 percent in FY ! 9 x '7 and thereafter.

The reductions would be made from 
whatever payment level has been set 
under Medicare law and regulations for 
that fiscal year. For example, if Congress 
granted a I percent increase in DRG rates 
fo r  FY 1 0 8 6 ,  a n d  a presidential 
sequestration was needed to reduce the 
delieit, then DRG rates could he reduced 
by up to I percent as o f  March 1986, 
ellectiyely freezing DRG rates.

Dorn H ospital Week. Dec. IS, 1985. Vol. 2J. 
No. in.

7Yv liiillcttu. Feb , IVKti
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Living Wills:
A  Physician’s 
Dilemma
Tbe fa llow in g  a r tic le  tm  Iiring wills, is b y j e j j  
Smith, leg d l c ou n se l f o r  MSPC

T b e  tidHot'

"The Washington Start Legislature has 
recognized die right o f  mentally com pe
tent individuals to forego life sustaining 
medical treatment during their final, ter
minal illness. The "Natural Death Act” 
allows an adult individual to decide prior 
to the onset o f  a terminal illness to ft irego 
life sustaining procedures o r  to have
such life sustaining treatment withdrawn.

Any person (8 years o f  age or older,
; o f  sound mind, may sign a directive to 

his/her physician instructing them to 
7  w ithhold/w ithdraw  heroic health  care 

measures. This must he witnessed by 
two qualified adults w h o  are non 

: relatives, not health care providers pro
viding care  to the  in d iv id u a l or
employees o f  involved health care facilities.

The patient must have been diag
nosed and verified in writing to be 
afflicted with a terminal condition by 
two physicians w ho have personally 
examined the patient (not the attending).
A terminal condition is defined as "an 
incurable condition caused by injurv, 
disease or illness which, regardless ( if the 
application o f  life sustaining procedures
would produce death or serve only to 
postpone death."

In the opinion o f  the attending ph ysi
cian, death must he imminent whether 
or not life sustaining procedures are 
utilized. Before any life sustaining pro
cedures are withheld or w ithdraw n, a 
reasonable effort must be made to insure 
the patient's competence. The directive 
and all steps proposed by the physician 
must be in accord with the desires o f  the 
patient. If the patient is comatose or 
incapable o f  communication, the direc
tive is conclusively presumed to repre
sent the wishes o f  the patient until the 
disability has been removed. A directive 
may be revoked at any time by the 
patient regardless o f  his/her mental state,

A ‘'durable power o f  attorney,-’ when 
properly executed, can be utilized in lieu 
o f  a living will by a patient to direct 
his/her physician concerning utilization 
o f extraordinary life sustaining measures.

r

Whenever a physician is faced with a 
situation that causes concern, hospital 
adm inistration and the p h y sic ian s  
a ttorney  sh o u ld  be lo o k e d  to for 
assistance and guidelines. The Medical 
S o c ie ty  and the  W ashington State

Medical Association can also provide
m e a n in g f u l  a ss is ta n c e  w h e n  a p h y s ic ia n
is faced with ihe difficult and complex
d e c i s i o n  to  r e m o v e  life  s u s ta in in g  lreal- 
m e n l ,  ■

S s S a t Q',Wl^iwuKf prw,ff

New alternative 
in medical office 
automation is 
proving a winner.

SEATTLE ~  The trend in health care 
automation is moving strongly towards 
micro networks in which an open system 
architecture is used to deliver specialized 
software to each end user. With low cost 
miero'ssupported by large mainframe infor
mation centers, users are freed from com
puter operation and management chores 
associated with conventional systems.

T h e  "C o n n ec ted  Computing" concept 
allows users to fix their computing costs 
contracluaHy for periods as lone as three 
years within a fairly wide framework of

variables.Micro to Mainframe Prescription. Phŷ  
sieians have found the transition to a micro 
network an easy one. Personal computers 
already in use in their offices are simply 
connected to a mainframe operated by 
experts. The  result is more efficiency and 
increased revenues. Practices that are 
achieving these c o ^ i^ e tW c  objectives are 
staffed with people talented in caring for 
patients while another team of information 
specialists use (heirskills in computer imple
mentation and performance measurement.

“1 have eliminated intuition as my pri
mary means of decision making." says an 
Oregon physician. “Now \ spend a few min* 
utes each month comparing actual results 
with ihe business plan i update each year."

Pioneered by Prodata. 'Connected Com 
puting" was created by Prodata, a well- 
staffed Seattle-based corporation that has 
been automating medical offices for over 
twenty-five years. For more information 
call (206) In Spokane, call S504I
.12K-4725. In Portland, call t503) 22M7K.V

7/><’ Ruthini, ivir



Editorially Speaking. . .
Do you use the “here’s the best” method? 
Or do you like the “list-oMhree?’ method?
By Stanley W. Tuell, MD

A wise old general practice doctor in 
Tacoma once told me that when he 
referred a gallbladder paiicrnt. he w< >uld 
sav. "I 'm sending \ou to the beM darn 
gallbladder surgeon in the Northwest 
His name is Doctor A." He was using the 
"here's the best"  m ethod ot referral.

T h e  bend-ovcr-baekw'ards-to-be-fair 
method is favored by other physicians, 
w h o  prefer to sav. "Here's a list < if three 
well-qualified surgeons (or internists, or 
general practitioners, ere.). You take vour 
pick and call one  for an appointment.

i-W blunt honestv. the .second meilii >d 
is probably the most commendable. 
Tacoma has a number o f  Competent 
physician^ in each o f  the fields of 
medicine. This m ethod gives the refer
ring physician a sense o f  fairness in ni-, 
colleagues.

However, for certain patients, die 
referring physician— like the wise old
G.P. mentioned above—can be o f  real 
help to the consultant, and hence to the 
patient, if he can make his recom m en
dation in a manner that will send the 
patient into the next doctor's office in a

receptive and confident frame o f  mind. 
The "here's the best"  approach helps 
achieve rhis.

A highly intelligent and emotionally 
mature paiient mav accept the "hsi-of- 
three" m ethod without loss of c o n 
fidence. However, many patients need a 
strong feeling o f  emotional dependence 
on their doctor, and the "list-of-three" 
method may leave them with a feeling 
o f  insecurity They lack confidence  in 
their ability to make a decisii >n that the\ 
had expected their doctor to make for 
them, and as they approach the new 
doctor.  rhe\ are d is turbed  bv the 
th< night— 'I wonder if I'm choosing the 
w<>r.s( o f  tiie three."

It would be analogous, and equally 
detrimental to the effectiveness o f  the 
Treatment, if we were to hand a patient 
three prescriptions, saying. "Here are 
three different medicines o f  equal value. 
You tike vour pick o f  which one v< h i  like 
and start using it." The medication i.s 
me >re likeh t< > be effective if v< >u tell the 
patient you are prescribing the one 
medication most likely to be of benefit

for ins particular problem.
f-vcn if die "best-in-thc-northwesi” 

m ethod is too extrem e for you, perhaps 
vou will agree that the "list-of-three” 
method is not always the best, either. For 
certain emotionally dependent patients, 
vou will potentiate the effectiveness of 
D octor A if you say to the patient, "Doc
tor A docs excellent w ork in this field 
and 1 would like to send you to him (or 
h e r ) " Your sense o f  fairness to the 
equally c< >mpctcnr doctors. B  and C, can 
be satisfied bv subsequent referrals. Or, 
if D< ictor A turns out to be out o f  town, 
or the patient has a personal dislike for 
A, vou mav present D octor  B us being 
equally com p etent  and conscientious.

T h e  effectiveness o f  any mode of 
therapy is related in part to the con
fidence o f  the patient in that therapy; 
hence, the importance o f  the method of 
referral in its influence on the con
fidence o f  the paiient in his new doc
tor. ■
(R eeised  /row cin ed ito r ia l I  wrote f o r  tbe 
D ecem ber  /ocij. B ulletin .)

A Look Back: Medical Society 
of Pierce County Takes Shape
first published in the Bulletin. Sept.. bv 
Mrs. R< ihcrr KalKen.

\Y i i h  ilye m c i l c i l i o n  < i f  l a m e s  W inierniit le .  
l e l y ^ e  Itile fe n s  t o id  in The J a n u a r y  i s s u e  <’>j 
I h e  B u l l e t in ,  th e  M e d i c o !  Soc ie ty  <>j I h e r w  
O n t u t y  w a s  l a i t / h .h e d  s u m e  r e a r s  u c ji ' 
T h e  //r\l p r e s i d e n t  ' J  th e  S c o c / i  /ca-- a n  
enie i' /i r/y/i /v  / ‘'n/n,- n o  n eed  l lenr\  <.'hi\' 
l in s i i c u  k. w h o  '.nine m r j h i  s a y  t e a s  nh>re 
in i er e .s l ed  m  l / m u ^ h i  • />< '< he/s  / h a u  jn'ai./n - 
in »  n i c d u  m e

7 h e i'llihir

Karlv in l!S~> H eim  Cla\ Po-aw i< k 
arrived in New Tacoma. Washing’.' m i c f
riu ii'v. and established o n e  o f  the l o w  n ’ s

first businesses, a drugstore al the cor
ner < >f ~\h and Pacific. 1 >ocior P.osiwiek 
als< i engaged in the pi\K lice t >1 niedk ine

In the summer ot ikiso Doctor Isost- 
wiek invited h isold  friend Irom Kansas

City, A.J. Baker, to com e look at the t< >wn 
with the view o f  starting a bank here. 
The result o f  Baker's visit was a partner
ship with Doctor Bostwick and W.B.
I.'hu. kw ell to establish Tacoma’s first 
bank.

11 ie\ b( n ight a loi at th e  a  trner o f  UHh 
a ni. I Pacil ie a n d  eicx led  a f r a m e  b u i ld in g  
■- o n  la m n ig a vault sa id  l< > b e  th e  b e s t  in 
ih e  i c i  rill >ry. T h e  b a n k  w as i ip e r ie d  lo r  
b u s in e s s  m < >e ti d >er, k s s o  u n d e r  rhc  
n a m e  o l  th e  L’>ank o l  N e w  T a c o m a ,  
c a p i t a l  0 0 0 , P r e s i d e n t ,  I I .C .
B< istwiek . \\ i ih in  i h e  first year  dcp< >sits 
w c i e  ivpi  >rted li < ha\c  reat b e d  a total < if 
s s u n , o o o ,  real es ta te  valu es  had  s tead i ly  
a d \ a n e e d  a n d  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
l e a c h e d  b o o m  proportion,- ..

Doctor l-i >sTu ii.|v- js thought to have 
been the lirst pl'iy.siei.m in practice in

Tacom a, a l tho ug h  R. Lansdale was 
located in Tacoma front 1869 to 1873, 
and D octor Spinning o f  Puyallup had 
first ioc.tted in Tacoma years before. One 
thing is certain . . . Doctor Bostwick was 
Tacoma's first bank president.

in 1881 smallpox was reported from 
so many localities throughout the U.S. as 
to cause widespread apprehension, and 
an appropriation was made by Congress 
o f  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  for relief. Early in October 
of that year it appeared in New Tacoma, 
took hold  with violence and quickly 
spread in all ctireuions. This  was at the 
peak ol the building b o o m , with a large 
amount o f  the Bank o f  New' Tacoma’s 
capital out in loans. T h e  scare o f  verified 
runu h\s  approached panic. Construction 
work slowed . . . the building boom 
threatened collapse.

1 he first cases o f  smallpox were found 
in the family o f  a waiter in the Halstead 
I lotci w hose father-in-law had died and 
w hose four children were sick with the 
disease. By that time new Tacoma had 

continued on page 2j.



Help. . .  
Temporary Style
By Sue Asher, Director 
Membership Benefits, Inc.

What do you do when your tried and 
true office nurse gets the flu, calls in sick 
and you have twenty patients scheduled 
to be seen? Rather than burden yourself, 
your other office staff and especially 
your patients, why don't you call your 
Medical Society Placement Service. We 
are able to provide skilled, professional 
personnel within few hours notice in 
most instances.

For em p loyers, te m p o ra ry  
w ork ers can  solve m any  
problem s and be available  
for m any reaso n s.

What do vou do when vour one- 
person office employee asks you for a 
few extra days off  that you feel she 
legitimately deserves-' Do you deny the 
request because you have no alternate 
office coverage? Rather than create an 
unhappy employee and make yourself 
feel like an ungrateful employer, why 
don’t you call your Medical Society 
Placement Service. We will he happy to 
help you.

The Medical Society Medical-Dental 
Placement Service is able to provide per
sonnel for you with the skills vou 
specifically request, for the amount of 
lime you specifically request as well. 
Temporaries can work for one day or up 
to sixty days. The quality o f  temporary 
personnel has increased tremendously 
for various reasons within the last few 
years. "Many people who either want to, 
or have to be a part of the work force arc- 
opting for career temporary positions," 
says Diane Ford, national field manager 
for Dunhill Personnel System, a major 
network of recruiting specialists. “They 
have the option o f  working as much as 
forty hours per week or less if they so 
desire.”

Industry officials have reported that 
workers who have held full time jobs are 
switching to a life as permanent tem
porary employees, whether it's to tide 
them over until their next acting assign
ment, give them something to do in

retirement or provide the freedom to 
take time o f f  to spend with their 
children.

For employers, temporary workers 
can solve many problems and be avail
able for many reasons, for example, to 
cover for illness and vacations, to assist 
during seasonal increased workloads ot
to fill in while trying to replace a worker 
who has terminated. Temporary person
nel can bring new ideas, fresh enthu
siasm and increased morale for many 
office situations. But what about the 
cost. Is it worth it, or do you have lo 
struggle thru the vacations, sickness and 
busy sea so n s  w ith  an in creased  
w orkload and additional stress for 
everyone?

An examination of the costs will be 
interesting and enlightening for those 
w h o  are unfam iliar  with what is 
involved. If you were to call one o f  the 
temporary employment services in the 
local area because your receptionist will 
lie sick for two days, you would be sent 
a person who had the skills to answer 
your phones (up to ten lines) and type 
approximately t5 words per minute. 
The cost to you would range from 
S6.95-S8.o5 per every hour this person 
works for you with a minimum o f  four 
hours. Keep in mind this person has no 
medical background and if you used her 
two days at seven hours per day it w< mid 
cost you from $97.30-$  112.70. The 
agency pays the employee a minimum 
hourly wage and the remainder is their 
fee for the service.

The fee is 2 5 %  o f  the  
em p lo y ees g ro ss earn in g s, 
but o n ly  15%  fo r  MSPC 
m em b er p h ysicians.

The Medical Society fee structure for 
temporary positions works differently. 
The employing physician pays the tem
porary person as they would any regular 
employee, and the hourly wage is 
between the employee and employer. 
The fee for this service is billed in addi

tion, to the employer. The fee is 2 5 %  o f  
the employee's gross earnings, but only 
15",, for MSPC member physicians.

If vou are a member physician and 
you called the Medical Society for the 
two day replacement for your recep
tionist you would receive a qualified, 
trained receptionist with medical office 
experience. For the 14 hours she works 
for you, you can pay her $5 .00, $6 .00, 
or S 7 0 0  per hour (your choice) for total 
gross earnings o f  S70.00, $84 .00 ,  and 
S98.00, respectively. With your discount 
you would be billed 15% o f  the total 
gross incom e or $ 10.50. $12.60, or 
S 14.70, with the total costs being $80.50, 
$96 .60 ,  or $112.70.

T he rea l ad van tage o f the  
M edical S o cie ty  is th at y o u r  
te m p o ra ry  em p loy ee d oes  
have m ed ical office  
exp e rie n ce .

Comparing the Medical Society cost 
to < >ther l< ical agencies the ranges are not 
dissimilar = S97.30-8112.70 compared 
to S80.5()-S 112.^0. The real advantage of 
the Medical Society is that your tem
porary employee does have medical 
office experience and she will get paid 
a higher wage directly from you than 
thru other agencies. Benefits for the 
employee and for you. the employer, 
make it more attractive for both.

Mam- temporary positions becom e 
permanent placements. The temporaries 
bring such positive changes to an office, 
the employer decides to make the 
change into a permanent one. The c o n 
tract the employee signs describes the 
difference between temporary and per
manent: A temporary position is a posi
tion which at the time of acceptance is 
intended by the employer, the employee 
and the Placement Service to last less 
than 60  days. The fee for a temporary 
position which becomes permanent will 
be charged in accordance with the per-

con tim ied  on next page.
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manent race, with credit given for any 
temporary fee previously paid. If thirty 
days elapses between a temporary posi
tion and a permanent position with ihe 
same employer, the Placement Service 
will charge a permanent fee based on the 
regular full fee schedule. The employer 
alwavs pays temporary fees, and the 
applicant is responsible for permanent 
full and part time fees.

The employer always pays 
temporary fees, and the 
applicant is responsible 
for permanent full and part 
time fees.

Everything considered, maybe its  
time to think about temporaries, A.quick 
review o f  the advantages for employers:

1) To cover for illness and vaca
tions

2) Reduce heavy workload
3) Allows more flexibility for 

regular employees
-f) A 10% discount for mem ber 

physicians
5) Perhaps bring new enthusi

asm to your office

Remember, we can get temporaries to 
you in a very short time p cnod  So next 
time your office nurse calls in sick, or 
\our one-person office employee asks 
for extra days off, you do have a solution. 
Call the MSPC Placement S en  ice. run bv 
MBI. t » .  W ere  here ro serve
you. I

NKXT: PERSO N N EL IsSCEN 
D O O 'M U N T , DOCUMENT. D(.)C1'- 
MKNT.

Most medical practices in today's 
e co n o m y  have values beyond their 
equipm ent and accounts  receivable. 
Rather chan ignoring the facts, suit prac
titioners and group practice arrange
ments should keep themselves abreast»it 
current underlying e co n o m ic  realities.

According to a recent article by Leif C. 
Beck. Geoffrey T. Anders and Dorothy 
sw een ey.  principal con su ltan ts  for 
Health Care Consulting, Inc., Bala Cyn-

wyd, Pennsylvania, it is a g o o d  idea for 
physicians to have their practice valued 
periodically.

"T here  are ac [east five c o m m o n  situa
tions in w hich an independent appraisal 
o f  a physician’s practice's real e co n o m ic  
worth, including its goodwill value, is 
helpful," says the article.

1. D i/'Orce V a lu ation .  According to 
(he article, while this is the least pleas
ant undertaking, "new ly developed law 
virtually requires appraisal o f  a divorc
ing doctor's practice." "Under the theory 
o f  'equitable a p p ortionm ent’ as well as 
in com m unity  properts states/' the arti
cle reports, ' all the husband’s and wife's 
assets must be valued so an 'equitable 
property division can b e  made between 
them."

According to the article, a physician 
can virtually be  brought to ruin by som c 
"theories  o f  practice goodwill  value 
based on 'exccss earnings.' " Since the 
theories, states ihe article, have "little or 
no relation t< > hi >w practices arc actually 
bought and sold, it behooves a doctor 
and his or her law ver to select an ap
praiser experienced in actual medical/ 
dental sale transactions.

2. S a le  o f  P m cf/cv  C o n sid e r in g  
retirement or a drastic life change mav 
be the first time a doctor really becom es 
c on cern ed  with the actual value o f  his 
or her practice. "S ince  the increasing 
doctor supply, says the article, 'is now 
creating an active market for most kinds 
o f  practice, the information will translate 
inti > strategic planning fi >r one's ec» mom- 
ic future.’

According to the authors (.if the arti
cle. physicians c> >nsidenng retirement i >r 
a drastic lite change should have their

practice appraised at least one  year 
before  they plan to leave in order to 
s ta ic turc  their practice year for max
imum sale p r ice  while  searching for a 
buyer w ithout "last minute panic.”

3. P a r tn e r  B u y -In s /P ay -O u ts . “Too 
many group arrangem ents  ignore a 
really e c o n o m ic  fact o f  medical prac
tice." reports the article. “If a solo prac
tice could  sell at a certain goodwill value, 
then a new  d o c to r ’s buy-in and a depar
ting m e m b e r’s pay-out should recognize 
the same value. I f  a group disregards this 
fact a physician would have a greater 
return by staying solo. Independent ap
praisal o f  a practice's worth can help 
assure that group arrangements for new 
partners and for departing partners 
(w hether due to retirement, death or 
resignation) are fair o n  all sides."

4. C red it  W orth in ess. There  may be 
times w hen a physician is seeking ;i bank 
loan for his or her practice or for per
sonal reasons.  Getting an appraisal, 
according to the article, enables the 
physician to "properly b eef  up the finan
cial s tatem ent."  w hich  may in turn 
improve borrow ing power.

5. E sta te  P la n n in g .  In the event of 
death, a physician's practice may have 
"considerable goodwill  value" which, 
acci >rding to the authors, can be realized 
if the executors  o f  the estate move 
quickly to find a buyer. "Sensible  estate 
planning calls for assuming an orderly 
sale long before death. in which case the 
pri tceeds b e co m e  part o f  the estate’s dis
posable assets. Having a realistic ap
praisal o f  the practice's value will help 
make tile planning process much more 
useful." ■

MIKE CASSIDY
20 S. U nion , Suite 12 

Tacom a, W A 98405 
•  1-800-222-7941
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Realities in Selecting Computer Power
By Paul E. Lavoie, MD

The fa llow in g  is the ib ird  a m i Iasi in a  
scries o f  com p u ter a rt id e s  the B u lletin  h a s  
fr e s eu ted  ov er  the htst th ree mouths.

The E d itor

Ever so gradually, practitioners are 
computerizing their offices. The results 
are quite variable, however. The cautious 
physician who surveys his operational 
needs and chooses to computerize the 
one or two most voluminous and 
repetitive tasks is more likely to be co n 
tent than the one w ho chooses  to 
broadly apply computer processing to 
all aspects o f  his opearation. H is so easy 
lo become enamored with the potential 
power o f  these devices.  They arc 
exciting in both appearance and func
tion. What is too often not regarded is 
their potential to create havoc as well.

Computer hardware-software c o m 
panies servicing medicine have pro
liferated and rightfullv so. The potential 
market is great. The readily available ser
vices include a cco u n ts  receivable,  
automated billing, word processing, 
accounts payable, payroll, scheduling 
inventor)', record keeping, clinical 
research, and library searches. There is 
little uniformity between the offerings 
and too often there are great incompat
ibilities between equipments; especially 
between equipments and software pro
grams. The buyer is easily confused 
when trying to compare various offer
ings and understandably so. Rarely is the 
thrust of  the vendor to demonstrate the 
simplicity and reliability o f  his system. 
In order to compete, most vendors feel 
the need to show the breadth o f  their 
programs and their ability to integrate 
most aspects of office activity. Too little 
time is spent discussing the costs  
inherent to such computer power and 
the processing time required to run a 
simple task within a highly integrated 
program. The attraction o f  being able to 
take a piece o f  data entered for one pur
pose, e.g., patient billing, and to then 
apply it to other activities, e.g., research 
or special mailings, can overwhelm the 
realities intrinsic to such processing. For 
the sake o f  sp eed  and simplicity,  
dedicated software programs still make 
the most sense in our offices.

Among dedicated programs, word 
processing and accounts receivable/

billing have proliferated the most. For
tunately. (lie selection of a word process
ing program is quile simple since this 
task is noi peculiar to medicine and vir
tually all programs will work in our 
offices. Some arc easier to use than 
others and this is usually the prime c o n 
s id era t ion  in s e le c t io n .  A ccounts  
receivable/billing programs present 
more difficulty in selection. Here mai
lers of operational ease, daia handling 
flexibility, tailorability to existing physi
cian fiscal relationships, and stable pro
cessing speed as the practice expands, 
are some o f  the considerations which 
are often difficult to address in the 
marketplace. For a solo physician these 
variables may he of  little consequence. 
Ingroup practices, though, these times 
can make the difference between suc
cess and failure. I can imagine a solo 
practitioner being satisfied with the 
inexpensive "off-the-shelf" software 
program. I cannot imagine this being the 
case in most group practices, even small 
(>nes. Even in a soli > practice I would m it 
be surprised lo hear of dissatisfaction 
with the inflexibility and processing 
limitations of programs wrinen for the 
“average" praciilic >ncr.

Equipment seleclions are also usually 
constrained to ihose o f  the sponsoring 
hardware company. This leads to limita
tions in optimizing peripherals such as 
mass storage devices, e.g.. hard discs, 
and printers.

The single “point o f  contact" is a most 
important consideration that is loo often 
not offered. By this 1 mean having a 
single office lo call whenever a n y th in g  
is not working according lo expecta
tions. It should not be the customer's 
responsibility to determine if the prob
lem is because o f  hardware or soflware 
or operator malfunction. Vei, many ven
dors still impose this confusic >n by offer
ing separate support services through 
separate locations.

l b  those readers who are pondering 
the q u e s t io n  o f  c o m p u te r iz a t io n  
because of certain dissatisfactions wilh

manual systems, e.g., pegboard, or bill
ing services, 1 would submit that a 
change should occur because o f  irue 
vexations or mounting problems with 
the existing process. Any change, even 
to the best available office com puter 
system, is likely to cause some disrup
tion, especially in the first month o f  
operation. True, the personnel and other 
costs will not go up in the long run and 
the operation should becom e smooth 
quickly, but certain intangible costs may 
likely occur in the short run. Eventually, 
the satisfaction o f  having a smoothly 
running c< imputer in vour office can be 
very personal. ■

Reprint from San F ran cisco  M edicine. 
Aug. mas.

Crossroads Treatment Center

Alcoholism
A Program  Designed to Provide 
Com prehensive Treatm ent fo r 
All Facets of A lcoho lism

Physician D irected

Fam ily T reatm ent Included

Cost Effective O utpatient 
Program

Covered by many Health 
Insurance Plans

FOR INFORMATION 
CONTACT:

Ted Berning, Adm in is tra to r 
5909 O rchard St. W est 

Tacom a, W A 98467

(206)473-7474

CROSSROADS
TREATM ENT
CENTER

An A pproved Washington Alcoholism  
Treatment Facility

T h e  h u l l c t i ) ! .  1 -c h . ,  N t t h  U



COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION 
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAMS SCHEDULED FOR 1985-86  

P = Physicion Course / A = Allied Health Course________
FEBRUARY

JH 5, 12, 19, 26 ★ Tac Gen Clinical Conf - GASTROENTEROLOGY BAERG (P)
TGH 6 EFFECTIVE MEETINGS VIVIAN (A)
JH 6, 7 ORTHOPEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE POMEROY/ (P)

CRADDOCK
JH 11, 18 MONEY MANAGEMENT JACKMAN (P)
STJ 25 CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION (CPR) ROMINES (P)
STJ TBA QUALITY ASSURANCE/COST ANALYSIS CHILTON (A)

MARCH
STJ 6 AMBULATORY SURGERY CHILTON (A)
STJ 11 ALTERNATIVE DELIVERY SYSTEMS NICHOLS (A)
JH 13, 14 ★ TACOMA ACADEMY OF INTERNAL MEDICINE ROWLANDS (P)
JH 15 ir DAYS OF PEDIATRICS SCHERZ (P/A)
STJ 25 CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION (CPR) ROMINES (P)

APRIL
UPS 25, 26 *  TACOMA SURGICAL CLUB TAYLOR (P)
JH 2. 9. 16, 23 ★ Tac Gen Clinical Conf • INFECTIOUS DISEASE TICE (P)

*  HOME HEALTH SERVICES KATTERHAGEN (P)

MAY
STJ 1 CRISIS INGRAHAM (A)
JH 15, 16 *  CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE REVIEW STRAIT (P)

JUNE
------ --------------------------------------

JH *-ADVANCED CARDIAC LIFE SUPPORT (P/A)

P r e - r e g i s i r a h o n  is r e q u i r e d  fo r  a i l  a b o v e  c o u r s e s

F o r  fu rthe r In form ation  o r  reg istratio n  
ca ll C o lle g e  of fVledicai E d u c a tio n  

T a c o m a  $27-7137

/ / v  V - n l h - t i u  T t h  l ' ->*<•



ORTHOPAEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE IN PRIMARY CARE 
_________ February 6 and 7, 1986 - Jackson Hall_________

February 6 - Thursday
8:00 Introduction

8:05 SYMPOSIUM: INJURIES & PREVENTION
Running Shoes Jeffrey Nacht, M.D.

Lower Extremity Pierce Scranton, M.D.
Upper Extremity Gregory Popich, M.D.

10:25 Break
10:50 PRACTICUM: TAKING, BRACING, ORTHOTICS

Taping Western C lin ic PT Staff
Bracing Dana Carnahan, RPT, ATC
Orthotics Stephen Fuson, DPM

12:00 Lunch - no host

1:15 EXERCISE PRESCRIPTION Kenneth Trnka, M.D.
2:00 THE FEMALE ATHLETE 

2:45 Break
3:00 SYMPOSIUM: REHABILITATION OF THE 

INJURED ATHLETE 

Roles of Practitioners, Mark Craddock, M.D.

Role of Exercise, David Pomeroy, M.D.

Criteria for Return to Play J. “ Zeke”  Schuldt, ATC

5:00 Adjourn Matthew Huish, RPT

W. Brandt Bede, M.D. 

M itchell Blakney, RPT

John Bargren, M.D. 

David M illett, M.D.

February 7 - Friday

8:00 Introduction 

8:05 SHOULDER/ELBOW  

8:50 BACK 

9:35 Questions 

9:55 Break 

10:10 KNEE

10:55 GERIATRIC ORTHOPAEDICS 

11:40 Questions

12:00 Lunch - no host

1:15 FOOT

2:00 PEDIATRIC ORTHOPAEDICS 

2:45 Questions 

3:05 Break

3:15 Scoliosis Kevin Schoenfelder, M.D.

4:00 ASPIRATION/INJECTION Robert Ettlinger, M.D. 

4:45 Questions 

5:00 Adjourn

Stephen Fuson, DPM 

Douglas Malo, M.D.

Coordinators: 
David P. Pomeroy, M.D. 
Mark F. Craddock, M.D.

PHYSICIANS— HAVE YOU PRACTICED CPR LATELY? HAS YOUR CARD EXPIRED?

ATTEND A CPR TRAINING SESSION— Physicians Only—WITHOUT CHARGE

7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.January 28 

February 25 

March 25

Sponsored by:

St. Joseph Hospital Education Center 
South Pavilion—3rd Floor 
Tacoma

COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION 
ST JOSEPH HOSPITAL
PIERCE COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

TO REGISTER CALL: 627-7137

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED — At least 1 week preceding each session!

The B u lletin , Irh , l'JKd l -i



How Do You Spell M -A-R -K -E-T-l-N -G ? 
Or Do You?
“The thought of it m akes som e physicians shudder.”

By Michael Viliaire 
Editorial Assistant 
for LACMA Physician

The  a r t i c l e  you r i - a b o u t  to  r e a d  tca< t a k e n  
f r o m  LACMA Physician. \e/>! An
i n f o r m a l  s u r r e y  o f  f o o  I  ACM A m a n l i e r *  
w a s  i< o id u c t e d  to d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  
/< n c a r d  I b e  t< n/cejil o f  "murk’etinQ," M e m b e r  
p h y s i c i a n s  u e r e  a s k e d  rrt a  t e l e f ih o i i e  p o l l  to 
X ir e  / h e i r  d c f / u i t i i >// o j  m e d i c a l  m a r k e t i n g ,  
o r  m a r k e t  h i ,4 o f  a  m e d i c a l  p ract ice .  I h e  c o n 
c lu s i o n :  'If / h e  rest/1 is n f  th e  s u r f e r  a r e  a n  
i m l i c u l / o n .  t b e  d e f i n i t i o n  nf m a r k e t i n g ,  a s  
a  m e a n s  o f  m i p r o c m x  t h e  p r a c t i c e  to  s t a r  
c o m p e t / t i r e .  ha.-. w>l 1 vt fu l l y  c a u g h t  m i  "

The T d i/o r
O f  the -)1 w h o  responded to the 

poll,  13 (approximately 3 - " '" )  believ
ed advertising wa-. die m ajor part o f  
marketing. This attitude c<intrusts 
sharply with the currently held notion 
o f  marketing, w hich  places very little 
emphasis on media advertising in the 
marketing plan in relation to im 
provem ents in the working o f  the 
practice itself

A n o t h e r  1 •> ) g a v c  a d e f i n i t i o n
w h i c h  e n c o m p a s s e d  t h e  m a i o r  p o in t s  
o f  m a r k e t i n g  h u t  a d d e d  s e l l in g ,  e i t h e r  
t h r o u g h  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  o r  p u b l i c  r e la 
t io n - , .  as  an  ct jua l lv  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  
O n h  se\ e n  (1 ) gav e  a d e f i n i t i o n  1 >f
m a r k e t i n g  as  s t r i c t l y  a s t r a t e g y  t o  im - 
pr< i\-e p a t ie n t  sat is factK in a n d  th e  r e f e r 
ral b a s e  t h r o u g h  i m p r o v e m e n t s  in th e  
w< i r k in g  t >f t h e  p r a c t i c e .

'I l ie  r e m a i n i n g  d e f in i t io n s  1 >f m a r k e t 
in g  Je ll  i n t o  ;i g r a v  a re a ,  w i t h  s u c h  
r e s p o n s e s  as  e n c o u r a g i n g  w o r d  o f  
m o u t h ,  b e i n g  v i s ib le ,  a n d  h a v i n g  1 o f  
fe e  shi ips i m t h e  p r e m is e s .  T w o  p h v s i -  
c ia r is  ( a b o u t  a d m i t t e d  t o  h a v in g  
n o  c l c a i  id e a  w h a t  m a r k e t i n g  w a s  all 
a b o u t ,  th a t  t h e  c o n c e p t  w a s  c o n i u s m g  
at b e s t

R e g a r d l e s s  o l  h o w  t h e }  d e f i n e d  1 1 . 
t h e  r a n g e  o t  c r n o i j o n  s t i r r e d  b\ th e  
t o p i c  w i s  i i o i e w n r i l n  . M a n y  o t  (h e  
resp< i n d e n ts  w e r e  a n g e r e d  b y  th e  m e n  
n o n  o f  i h e  w o r d  m a r k e t i n g ,  b e l i e v in g  
th a t  it w a s  an  i n t r u s i o n  o n  t h e  in teg r i -  
f\ o f  m e d i c i n e .  S< »nie < if thi j s c  [■>« tiled

b e l i e v e d  m a r k e t i n g  w a s  o f  p a r a m o u n t  
i m p o r t a n c e .  A s a m p l i n g  o t  q u o t e s  rc in -  
l o r e c s  t h e s e  t w o  id e a s :  " M a r k e t i n g  is 
i m p r o v i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e ,  t h r o u g h  b o t h  
p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  m e a n s .  ( ) n c  c a n n o t  
b r e a t h e  w i t h o u t  m a r k e t i n g .  
" M a r k e t i n g  is pisi  a b u n c h  < >f h u c k s t e r s  
i n t e r e s t e d  in m o n e y ,  i ' m  d i s g u s t e d  
w i t h  m e d i c i n e  t o d a y ,  a n d  1 c a n  1 w a it  
t o  g e t  o u t  

A f t e r  b e i n g  a s k e d  f o r  t h e i r  p c r > o n a l  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m a r k e t i n g ,  th o .se  p o l l e d  
w e r e  t h e n  r e a d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e f i n i 
t io n  w h i c h  r e f l e c t s  t h e  c u r r e n t  a t t i tu d e  
t o w a r d  m a r k e t i n g :

" M a r k e t i n g  is t h e  s u m  to ta l  o f  i m 
p r e s s i o n s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  th a t  p a t ie n t s

and referring physic ians have about a 
doct< tr and his practice. Marketing mav 
be carried out through improvements 
in the w orking o f  the practice, in
cluding all those e lem ents which make 
the patient m o re  com fortab le  with 
visiting the physician

T h o se  polled w ere then asked four 
questions,  based on the above defini
tion. T h e  questions were: Have you 
done any marketing o f  vour practice 
in r h e  last year? If yes, has it improved 
vour patient retention and/or vour 
referral base? Arc you considering do
ing and/doing m o re  in the next vear? 
Have you ever con sid ered ,  or in the 
future would you consider ,  attending

THE VOLVO 240

ONCE AGAIN, VOLVO DIDN’T 
LEAVE W ELL ENOUGH ALONE.

w" u^ ''e happy to build a car with an average life expectancy of

But Volvo engineers arc harder to satisfy than most people. That's why, for 
\m. they ve made improvements ,n the Volvo 240. Improvements that include 
hejtuilrom seals, more comprehensive rust proofing and a re-styled body aimed 
<>t bringing the aerodynamics of ihe 240 to a new low.
room f l u  lesuinV ^  bigh" me you slopped by our Volvo show-

TOPPING MOTORS
925 Market (Downtown) Tacoma

VOLVO-NISSAN 3-Y EA R UNLIMITED MILES . ■ Leaw ® -
WARRANTY -luim pean Delivery

572-3333
H o m e  oJ  the C ustom  L ease"

_________________ " " M j s , ' " kine S u m m ary * 3 . * ^  £ £  * W  Volvo



a practice management w orkshop or 
hiring a marketing consultant?

In response to the first question, 25 
of the 41 respondents (61% ) answered 
a f f irm ativ e ly ,  th e y  had d o n e  
“marketing” o f  their practice based on 
the given definition. O f  those 25, 17 
(68%) said it had improved their pa
tient retention and/or referral base.

When asked if they would continue 
doing more marketing in the next year, 
or start if they had not previously, 30  
physicians o f  the 41 (7 3 % )  said yes, 
they would either continue to do the 
same things they had been doing or 
would start if they had not.

Finally, when asked if they had ever 
or would consider in the future atten
ding a practice management workshop 
or hiring a marketing consultant, only 
23 of 41 (56% ) said yes. O f  those 
responding affirmatively, the majority 
indicated a preference toward the 
practice management workshops.

Because o f  the  relatively low 
response rate o f  this poll, the results 
may not accurately reflect the opinions 
of the Los Angeles physician communi
ty. Names were com puter selected by 
a totally random process, and each 
physician was phoned at least twice. 
Of those who did not respond, 14 
were out o f  the office during the week 
the poll was taken, another nine 
declined to be polled, and for various 
reasons, the remaining physicians did 
not respond.

Of those physicians w ho did res
pond that they were actively carrying 
out a marketing program to one degree 
or another, there were a number o f  in
teresting methods being employed to 
improve the practice.

One family practitioner, w ho c o n 
ducts practice in the inner city, sent 
out fliers in the area surrounding his 
practice announcing free immuniza
tions. A ca rd io v a scu la r  d isease  
specialist added evening hours to the 
practice.

One internist has two languages in 
addition to English to expand the 
possible patient pool. Spreading the 
word about this particular skill is im
portant to seeing results.

One o f  the more popular marketing 
tools used by those polled is the pa
tient information brochure, containing 
answers to many com m only  asked 
health questions within the specialty, 
personalized with the physic ian ’s 
name/group n a m e ,  a d d ress  and

telephone number.  A variation on this 
theme is the physician newsletter.

One such newsletter is B e lte r  H ealth  
N ew sletter, published by respondent 
Dorothy Young Riess, MD, an internist 
w ho addresses various health topics in 
the newsletter but stresses nutrition 
and preventive medicine. A recent 
issue addressed such topics as the 
nature o f  disease, heat stroke symp
toms, prevention and first aid, and a 
discussion o f  the role o f  potassium in 
the body. Each issue features a recipe 
w hich is low in cholesterol, salt and 
sugar, and contains no preservatives. 
There also is a reader forum section.

Another improvement in the w ork
ing o f  the practice by one physician 
polled was the patient satisfaction 
questionnaire used by urologist and 
former LACMA President Darrell Can
non, MD. The questionnaire asked if

the patient saw the doctor at the ap
pointed time, how  long they had to 
wait in the exam room, if the doctor 
spent enough time with them, if all 
questions were answered, if their c o n 
f id e n t ia l i ty  and p r iv a cy  w e re  
respected, and if they were treated 
courteously by the staff. The question
naire was sent out with the monthly 
billing, and achieved a 3 0 %  response 
rate.

Dr. C annon discovered  several 
things from the survey. First, that some 
scheduling problems existed in his 
practice, which have since been ad
dressed. Next, that there are certain 
other problem areas in the practice 
w hich were clearly identified by the 
patients. And finally, patients truly ap
preciate the opportunity to give their 
opinions, and feel more important 
when their ideas are sought. ■

In a nursing center, there 
is no substitute for coring.

At M anor C are, we believe there is no su bstitu te for caring. We have a ttractiv e 
fa c ilities , reh ab ilita tio n  and recreation  program s -  all are im p o rtan t. B u t none o f  
these b en efits  can tak e the p lace o f  people w ho genuinely care. People to  listen , 

to reassure, or ju s t be there.
W e’re proud o f  the caring a ttitu d e o f  our s ta ff. C om e see it fo r yo u rself. D rop

in at M anor Care for a casual visit 
an y tim e, or call in advance i f  you  
w ish. See w hat a nursing ce n te r  can  

b e , w hen people care enough.

MANOR CARE 
OF MEADOW PARK

NURSING 6  REHABILITATION CENTER

5 6 0 1  S o u th  O rchard  S tre e t 
T aco m a • ( 2 0 6 ) 4 7 4  - 8 4 2 1

Kyle Bowman, Administrator
Clare Spodobalski, R.N., Director 

o f Nursing Services

Kathy Carenbauer, Admissions Director

T h e  B i r i l t j l i i i .  I - V b . ,  I 4) , s o  15





Programs receive 
certification

The  Physician  M ed ic in e  and 
Rehabilitation and the Chronic Pain 
Management Program at St. Jo sep h  
Hospital, Tacoma has received certifica
tion by the Commission on Accredita- 

't io n  of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF).
The accreditation was given for a 

three year period. It is the first time that 
both programs have been evaluated by 
an independent organization. The two 
programs are among only five medically 
accredited rehabilitation hospital pro
grams in the state.

The CARF surveyors, a physician, 
psychologists and an administrator, were 
011 site for two days reviewing the stan
dards for the organization, administra
tion and evaluation;  p e rs o n n e l  
administration and staff development: 
fiscal m an agem en t and p lanning ;  
physical facilities and safety.

Medical director o f  the Physician 
Medicine and Rehabilitation Department 
is Or. Surinderjit Singh. Co-medical 
directors for the Chronic Pain Manage
ment Program are Drs. Michael Jarvis 
and Marcel Malden.

D o n ' t
put o f t  p ro fits

by putting off the 
acquisition of 

equipment.

LEASE 
NOW

John Caughlan at NORTH I
4 7 2 -3 3 3 3  " bank.

THE BUSINESS BANK

“ It t a k e s  a  l o t  o f  s e r v ic e s  a n d  c o m 

b in e s  t h e m  i n t o  a r e a l l y  p o i n t e d  a n d  

d i r e c t e d  r e s o l u t i o n  f o r  a c h i l d 's  p r o b 

l e m .  T h e  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  a p p r o a c h  

m a x i m i z e s  t h e  p r o g r e s s  t h e  c h i l d  

m a k e s .

“ I 'v e  s e n t  p a t ie n t s  t o  S e a t t l e  a n d  

h e a r d  n o t h i n g  m o r e  u n t i l  t h e y  w e r e  

s e n t  b a c k  t o  P u y a l l u p .  H e r e ,  t h e  w e e k 

l y  m e e t i n g s  k e e p  t h e  l o c a l  d o c s  a n d  

s p e c i a l i s t s  a l i k e  i n v o l v e d  m  t h e  c h i l d 's  

c a n .* .”

— T i m o t h y  J o l l e y .  M . D .

Your young disabled patients have a future
G o o d  S a m a r i t a n  H o s p i t a l ’s I n p a t i e n t  P e d i a t r i c  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  P r o g r a m  

p r o v i d e s  a n  i n t e n s e  t h e r a p y  p r o g r a m  in  a  w a r m , c a r i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  
y o u n g  p a t i e n t s  w h o  a r e  p h y s i c a l l y  d i s a b l e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  a c c i d e n t ,  i l ln es s  

o r  c o n g e n i t a l  d i s a b i l i t y .  D e s i g n e d  t o  i m p r o v e  p h y s i c a l  a n d / o r  c o g n i t i v e  
f u n c t i o n ,  t h e  p r o g r a m  s t r i v e s  t o  m a x i m i z e  t h e  p a t i e n t ’s p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  
e n j o y m e n t  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  f u t u r e .

W e  have b een  a lea d er in  p h y sica l re h a b ilita t io n  fo r  o v e r  3 0  y ears, 
sp ec ia liz in g  in  c h ild r e n ’s n e u ro m u scu la r  p ro b le m s  s in ce  1 9 6 6 . W e  a d m it
ted  o u r  firs t p e d ia tric  re h a b ilita t io n  p a tie n t in  196 4  as p a n  o f  o u r  adu lt 
re h a b ilita t io n  p ro g ra m  and have p ro v id e d  th o u san d s o f  h o u rs  o f  o u tp a 
tie n t  th e ra p y .

You are part of the treatment team
Y o u r  p a tie n t and his o r  h e r fa m ily  need y o u r  c o n tin u in g  in v o lv e m e n t. 

G o o d  S a m a rita n ’s P e d ia tr ic  R e h a b ilita t io n  p ro g ra m  e n co u ra g es  re fe r r in g  
p h y s ic ia n s  to  a tten d  w ee k ly  p a tie n t co n feren ce s .

O t h e r  t e a m  m e m b e r s  i n c l u d e  a  p h y s i a t r i s t ,  n u r s e s ,  s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  p s y 
c h o l o g i s t s ,  d i e t i t i a n ,  a n d  p h y s i c a l ,  o c c u p a t i o n a l ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  s p e e c h  a n d  
r e s p i r a t o r y  t h e r a p i s t s .  A n  e d u c a t i o n a l  s p e c i a l i s t  is  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  
t h e  P u y a l l u p  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ’s h o m e b o u n d  p r o g r a m .

N e u r o l o g i s t s ,  o r t h o p e d i c  s u r g e o n s ,  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s ,  u r o l o g i s t s  a n d  o t h 
e r  m e d i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n .

Your patient has an 

individualized treatment program
E a c h  ch ild  is ev a lu ated  b y  che re h a b ilita t io n  team  and , based o n  th at 

e v a lu a tio n , an in d iv id u alized  p ro g ra m  is d ev elo p ed . A n d  w e d o n ’t fo rg et 
th e  fa m ily — th e ir  n eed s are addressed w ith in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  to ta l re 
h a b ilita t io n  p h ilo s o p h y  and fa m ily  co n feren ce s .

It’s easy to refer a patient
W e ’ve m ade o u r  re ferra l p ro cess  easy  and c o n v e n ie n t . In q u iry  ca lls  re

ce iv e  an  im m e d ia te  resp o n se . T e a m  m e m b ers  can  arran g e o n -site  v isits 
at th e  h osp ita l re ferrin g  a p a tie n t. C o n s u lta tio n  is availab le  to  an sw er ques
t io n s  a b o u t f in a n c ia l co v erag e .

T o  m ak e  a re ferra l c o n ta c t  G o o d  S a m a rita n  R e h a b ilita t io n  C e n te r , 
8 4 8 -6 6 6 1 , E x t .  1 6 3 0  o r  6 8 2 -4 7 8 7  fro m  S ea ttle .

A  G O O D  SAM ARITAN H O SPITA L
Post Office Box 1247 
407-14th Avenue S.E.
Puyallup, WA 98372 

^ 9  (206) 848-6661



AUXILIARY NEWS

Valentines 
Day Auction 
presents 
original art

The Auxiliary is sp< msi > ring mi auction 
o f  quality, original art. Valentines I'Xn, 
Feb. la. Preview begins at “ (Hi p m . at 
Charles Wright Academy C o m m o ns  
with tiie auction at .sain p.m. Art will be 
in all price ranges and ail types. Pricfs 
average from about Sr*  ̂ to several thou- 
sand dollars, depending! in whether v< >u 
ai'e an a\'id collector o! fine art. or are 
collecting for a child's wall. All art is mat
ted, framed and reach’ to hang in vour 
home, office or to give as a gift for that 
special occasion

Tickets are $2 So per person, in
cluding wine and appetizers. Thev will 
be available at Lhe dot ir or may be pur 
chased from Joan  Sullivan or Debbv 
McAlexander. Guests are enci >u raged t< > 
ci inic Pr< >fits are based on a perccntage 
o f  total sales for the evening All pro
ceeds v>i!I benefit the Neighborhood 
Clinicand o therphilanthropic  projects 
o f  the Auxiliary.

Do join us foi an exciting evening. 
T h e  door prize will be an original and 
signed Salvadi>r Dali.

Guidelines for
Student
Recognition
Awards

In earlv January an ad hoc c< >mrsmtcc 
met wuh Bev Graham, chairperson, to 
discus'' guidelines for administering the 
'' indent recognit ion  awards for the 
medic al auxiliary More infi innarion will 
l x  available s< >< >n. 11 vt h i  tiave any ques
tions. call He\ Graham, " S J A  n -’.

Feb. Auxiliary 
Meeting to address  
w hat getting old 
“really” m eans

Program for the l;cb. meeting o f  the 
Auxiliary w ill he o f  interest to all Title 
o f  the meeting is "Old Is What You G e t " 
several people concerned with the "sen
ior scene"  in Tacoma will speak about 
si »me o f  the "p erks” and "p ro b lem s"  o f  
the "golden vear.s." Guest speakers will 
include David R. Munoz, AID. Internal 
Medicine and Geriatrics.

Meeting time is l o :t)i.) a.m.. Feb. 21. at 
the hom e of  1:11a Turner.

Discover The 
South Pacific

D e p a r t s  A p r i l  7m  •  21 d a y s  ♦ $3295 
S y d n e y  •  Q u e e n s t o w n

•  C a i r n s  *  T e  A n a u
•  B a r r ie r  R e e *  •  D u n e d in

•  C h r i s t c h u r c h  •  R o lo r u a
•  M o u n t  C o o k  •  W a i t o m o

•  A u c k la n d

A Comprehensive Tour

Atlantic Islands Cruise
D e p a r t s  A p r i l  4 th  •  22  D a y s  •  F r o m  $2499

M o n t e  C a r lo  
•  S t r a i l s  O t G tO r a l lO r  

•  C a s a f c la n c a  
*  l a n z a r o l e  

•  G r a n  C a n a t i a  
•  T e n e r i f e

M a d e i r a  
•  L is b o n  

•  M a la g a  
•  P o r t o l i n o  

•  C o p e n n a g e n  
A C B L  B r id g e

P n c e s  in c lu d e  a ir la r e / e n d g s  O ir e c s o r  E s c o / l

Royal Class Travel
tO O  S o  9 th  S I .  »  T a c o m a .  W A . 98402 

C a l l  l o l l  F ree  1 8 0 5 426-6008  
W a s h in g t o n  c a l l  t .800  562 3 4 4 7  

T a c o m a  12061 272-4191  S e a l l ' e  r206 i  S 3 8-1122

Annual Health 
Fair com ing up

The annual Pierce County Health Fair 
will he held Feb. U ,  IS and 10 at the 
Tacoma Mali.

O n ce  again our auxiliary will havea 
b o o th  at the fair. We will feature free 
blood pressure checks.

It js hoped that all w ho volunteered 
last year, plus som e new faces, will again 
be able to spend a few hours at our 
popular boorh. If  you haven’t signed up 
\et, p lease  call  M llv  Palm-Larson, 
SttH-p.S.-W She will be glad to fit you into 
the schedule.

DIAPER RASH
IS NOT A W AY OF LIFE

You can recommend professional 
diaper service w ith  confidence.

•  Laboratory Controlled. Each month 
a random sample o f our diapers is 
subjected to exhaustive studies in a 
biochemical laboratory.

•  Utmost Convenience. Thanks to pick 
up and delivery service, our product 
comes when you need it.

•  Economical. A ll this service, all this 
protection against diaper rash costs 
far less than paper diapers — only 
pennies more a day than home- 
washed diapers.

CAUTION TO YOUR PATIENTS. It is illegal to 
dispose of human excrement in garbage. 
Parents are doing this with paper/plasfc 
d iapers. “ D isposab le" is  a misnomer.

Baby 
Diaper 
Service

TA C O M A  W A T O L L  FREE
383-B A B Y  1 -800-562-B A B Y

W ashington's Oldest, M ost Trusted  
Professional D iaper Service 

Serving O ur Second Generation

P



i  M ed ica l Socie ty  o f P ierce C ounty  Takes 
Shape, co n tin ue d  from  p a g e  8.
four physicians, all o f  whom had exam
ined these cases. Three of  them, Doctors 
Bostw ick .  Miles and Ballard, p r o 
nounced the malady to he chickenpox, 
and the fourth, Doctor FB.H. Wing, 
declared it to be smallpox, expressing 
alarm on accoun t o f  the contrary 
opinion.

First mention o f  the matter in the 
Tacoma Ledger was on October la, 1881. 
about ten days after the first rumors of 
smallpox were heard on the street.

' ‘There arc several cases o f  
chickenpox in town. The disease 
is of a virulent type, and the d o c 
tors agree that those suffering 
therefrom should be isolated in 
order to prevent its spreading. It 
î  proper to state that several 
deaths have occurred from this 
disease.”
Two weeks later. O c t o b e r  28 ,  

appeared the next m ention in the 
Ledger, being an advertisement bv two 
of the physicians under the heading "XO 
CAUSE FOR ALARM."

" I t  having b een  c ircu lated  
abroad and in the surrounding 
country that there has been and is 
now smallpox in New 'lacoma, the 
undersigned physicians of New 
Tacoma. I< >r the purpi >sc of placing 
the public at ease, and correcting 
false reports, desire to say that 
there is n< it nor has there been any 
smallpox in this town this season. 
There are some cases of  chicken- 
pox: two grown persons and one- 
child, all Norwegians, who had the 
chickenpox, died, and those casts 
were complicated, one having 
capillary bronchitis and the other 
two typhoid complications. There 
has been no o th er  death or ami >nc 
having the disease."

(Signed) H.C. Bostwick. M.D.
A.M. Ballard, M.D.

In the Ledger o f  N ovem b er  1 
appeared the following dissolution 
notice: ‘‘The co-partnership heretofore 
existing between Drs. H.C. Bostwick and 
F.B.H. Wing, o f  this place, is this day 
dissolved by mutual consent. Payment 
ot bills may be made to either o f  the 
above named, or to Mr. W.C. Davis at the 
Drugstore, New Tacoma."

The New Tacoma Board o f  Town 
Trustees at their meeting o f  November 
2, appointed Doctor Wing as Health 
Officer and empowered him to remove 
to the pest house all persons affected

with contagious and deadly diseases.
As days and weeks passed, though 

people continued to die i if the suppc iscd 
chickenpox, the three doctors who 
stood in favor of the chickenpox theorv 
were not ready t< > admit their cm  >r. Lk >c- 
tor Wing labored alone in attending 
these patients.

The town of New Tao >ma was shut c iff 
completely. 'Irains ran through with 
w in d o w s c lo se d .  Puyallup and 
Steilacoom organized shotgun quaran
tines by constructing barricades across 
all roads from 'lacoma. Behind the bar
ricades were armed men. Weeks passed 
with no money in circulation.

November l-i Mayor Lister summoned 
Dr F.L. Smith, health officer o f  Seattle, 
who. after seeing IS cases, pronounced 
them all smallpox in a written report to 
the Territorial Legislature. The legislature 
then hurriedly passed "An act t< i prevent 
the spreading of  contagious diseases in 
anv tow n or city in Washington Ier- 
riti >ry."

Docti >r Wing worked clay and night in 
his efforts to stamp out the so mrge. D< >c- 
tors Bostwick, Ballard and Miles prob
ably never attended a smallpox patient 
and there is no record of their hav ing 
made this d iagnosis  during the 
epidemic. O f the tow n's population of 
I ,l )(>(), Di ictor Wing treated ox er cases 
of smallpox, 12 o f  whom died.

On December In 1)(>ctor Wing stated 
that during the past 17 days there had 
not developed a new case of smallpox. 
A week later quarantine against New 
'lacoma had readied the end of this 
miserable experience.

Doctor Wing, exhausted by the pro- 
l< mged anxiety and o  mtinuous vigil he 
had maintained over those stricken bv 
the disease, registered in the office of ihe

Pierce County Auditor on January 13, 
1882, in obedience to an act of the 
legislature requiring such registrant >n by 
all those  p ra c t ic in g  m e d ic in e  in 
Washington ' t e r r i t o r y  after January 1. 
The following day January l-t. 1XK2. 
1 Joctor Wing dr<>ppcd dead in his ollice.

Doctor Bostwick and the Bank of 
New 'lacoma survived the smallpox 
epidemic Whether out of ignorance or 
in greed he had ignored his medical 
training at a time when lie could have 
been most useful can onlv be con jec 
ture. But the Doctor hadn't been idle 
during (lie epidemic . . . he had called 
2( > friends t< igether t< > c irgani/e liiei mia's 
first commercial organization . . . the 
New 'lacoma lit iard of Trade. Three years 
later this organization's  name was 
changed to the Tacoma Chamber o f  
Commerce.

Doctor Il.O. Bostwick was the first 
president of ihe Pierce County Medical 
Society. ■

Notice to 
Readers.. .
MSPC members win i are interested 
in contributing articles of interest 
and pertinence to Tbe HnHeliii are 
urged to di > so. The editc >r reserves 
the right ni it to publish any article 
submitted, based < >n space available 
and pertinence< >fthe ti ipic. Articles 
should be limited to lour double- 
spaced. typewritten page's < >r 1.01)0 
words. Kxceptions to this mav be 
made by prior arrangement with 
the editi >r. Call the managing eeliti )r 
for information on article submi.s 
sii in. S~2 sbbt).

MSPO Professional 
Relations Committee

Your MSPC Professional Relations Committee offers help for impaired 
physicians. Anonymity anil confidentiality are assured through this It >cal sell 
help group. Fi >r help call "̂ 2̂-2-1 ""t I: or iI vi >u prefer call the WSMA I lot Line 
number, I->S(i(SS2 -—2 A<>. Your colleagues want to help.

MSPC Professional Relations Committee members

Willi.ini A. M c P l i e e ..........................................   i- i-irS|
Patrick D o n l e y ..........................................................................................................................................I
R< maid C. Ji ihnsi m ...............................................................................................................X i 1h 2-i I

Jack H L i e w e r ................................................................... .......................................
Robert A. O 'C o n n e l l ......................................................................................................... i>2- -2.Ai(>
Dennis F. W ald ro n ............................................................................................................... 2~2-M2“’
Joseph F. K r a m e r .............................................................................. . . . S i S.Ot II
Jo h n  R. M c D o n o u g h ..........................................................................................................s _J - 2 - 0  i

T h e  l l t i l l c l i n  1 o h  . I* )S i >
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Computerized Testing 
By Fastest

P sych o lo g ica l, V o ca tio n a l, 
E d u c a tio n a l

A d u lt  a n d  C h ild re n

H arold B . Jo h n s to n , MD, P.S.
A l l e m n o r e  M c d i c a l  C e n t e r ,  B - 3 0 0 9  

S o u i . h  I f l i h  <Si C t i i n n  

T a c o m a ,  W A  9 S 4 0 5  

T e le p h o n e  3 8 3 -2 4 1 3



CLASSIFIED

Medical Office Space Available

4th &K. Convenient to Tacoma General and 
Man,' Bridge. 700 to 1200 sq. ft. Call S 9 - t 135S.

Office space available. In pmlessional 
building al North 27th and Adams Street. Call 
Richard Baker. 7=W-68(>(>.

For lease. 1 S(JQ Sq. Ft. in Medical Dental 
Building, l.akewood. Excellent Visibility. 
8S09  Steilacoom Blvd., S84 -6200 .

Excellent University P lace  lo ca tio n .
Office  space for rent for any medical 
speciality to share with General Practitioners. 
Phone 5(>t-8966.

Physicians Needed_______________

General o r  Fam ily P ractitio n ers  needed 
for part or full time out-patient physicians. 

' Send inquiries and CV to i lealth Specialists. 
C/O Dr. Gentry Yeatinan, 36 0 2  -rTth St. 
Court, Gig Harbor 9 8 3 3 5 .  Phone KS1-9646.

The Frank Toby Jo n e s  R etirem en t and  
Nursing Home, 53 iO N. Bristol, 'lacoma, 
98-t07, is seeking a new medical director 
Approximately 8 hours is necessary to per
form administrative duties. Applications wnll 
be accepted only through the month o f  
February. A job description will be sent to 
those who apply. Interested parties please 
phone the Administrator at 206-7S6-6367.

IDEAL 
LOCATION

Unique, single-story offices lo lease or ow n, in Ihe 
heart of Federal Way's new m edical district. Just 
minutes Irom St. Francis Hospital and proposed 
Mason Clinic. Excellent visibility, accessibility. 

Staff and patient parking a t the door.
Call Venture Equities at 

3 5 7 -7 8 8 0 , Olympia or 4 7 3 -4 3 3 0 ,  Tacom a.

MEDICAL A.B.C.
SPECIALISTS IN 

MEDICAL OFFICE MANAGEMENT 
IN-HOUSE COMPUTER SYSTEMS

Financing Available 
Lease to Own

LOCALLY SUPPORTED 

CALL MARY K. ROTTLE

862-8040

Custom Compounding Rx
Nat. Progesterone Suppositories 

25, 50, 100, 200, 400 mg.

Reglan Suppositories 
Any Strength

Union Avenue Pharmacy 
2302 S. Union Ave. 

Tacoma 
752-1705

DISCOUNT
ALLENMORE “A” BUILDING
S8.00 per square loot!
P ra c t ic e - re a d y  o f f ic e  s u i te  to 
s u b le a s e .  S u i ta b le  to r  o n e  or 
tw o  p e rso n s .  All le a s e h o ld  
im p r o v e m e n ts  in c lu d e d .  V ery  
a t t ra c t iv e  ren t  s t ruc tu re .
C a l l  Drs . L loyd  E lm e r  or  J im  
K o m o ro u s  752-7705 for 
deta i ls .

Featuring 
Tacoma's Finest Homes

Richard C. Pessemier 
Sales Associate

272-4138 O rr iC E  759-2699 HOME

Swanson-McGoldrick, Inc.
W A S H I N G T O N  B U I L D I N G  SUI TE M)2 

T A C O M A ,  W A S H I N G T O N  'JU4U2

mi ni  m  111 ii 1 1111 i i i i i m i i i n i i i i i i i i H  m i i i i i m i  m  m i n i  i i i i i i i i i M i ii

Advertise with The Bulletin
Classified Ad Form

Place your classified Ad with The bulletin by simply filling out ibis form, pm ruied for your 
conreiiience. Mail lo:

I h e  B u lle t in  
c <> MK Tiplon Communication Sen ices 

2(>(r Brklgepi *rt Way We.si. Suite 2C Tac< ima, WA t(i0

7vi per word 1 10 word minimum)

A ils  m u s t  h e  ret. e i r e d  h y f /n ■ 1st o f  th e  n m u ih p y c c e t i in ^  th e  i/i< > n th o f fn ih l iL i i l ii  >u I ' u v n io i !  m u s t  t it. t o i i i p i i n y  
o r d e r .  M a k e  c th x  k / m v i ih l e  t o  M c in ln -i\ h iji l-in n  i t /\  h it

C la s s if ic a tio n :
□  P h ys ic ia n s N e e d e d  □  F or  Sa le  □  Keal l;si.iU‘ □  M i s c e l l a n e o u s

Name _________________ __________________________________ ___________________________________

A d d r e s s ______________________________________________________________ ________________________________ ________________

City _ _________________________________________________________________ / 111 ____________________ Ph< > n c ________________

i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i mi i i i i i mi i i i mi mi i i i mi i mi

T h e  l U t l l e l in .  I r k ,  N S ( - >



Medical Society/Madigan Army Medical Center

ANNUAL JOINT MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Join your colleagues from the Medical Society and Madigan Army Medical Center for a prime rib dinner 

and informative program of five 10 -12  minute presentations (one hour AMA Category I credit will be 
awarded).

PROGRAM:
• “ Overview of Wladigan," Brigadier General Darryl Powell, M.D., Commander, Madigan Army Medical

Center and Colonel Leslie M. Burger, M.D., Deputy Commander for C linical Services

• “Efficacy of Trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole versus Ampicillin in the Treatment of Pyelonephritis,”
Captain Michael F. Lyons II, M.D., Chief Resident, Department of Medicine

• “ Organization & Operation of Medical Support for U.S. Army Motorized Division," Lt. Colonel Bryant
R. Fortner, M.D.. Division Surgeon

• “Yesterday Fantasy and Today of Acid Phosphatase,” Colonel W illiam D. Belville, M.D., Chief, Urology
Service

• “Relationship of Androgens and Estrogens to Myocardial Infarction,” Colonel Stephen R. Plymate,
M.D., Chief, Department of Clinical Investigation

DATE: Tuesday, February 11, 1986

TIME: No host cocktails 6:15 PM. Dinner 7:15 P.M. Program 8:00 P.M.

PLACE: Fort Lewis Officers’ Club

COST: $12.00 per person (includes gratuity)

Register now. Space will be lim ited. Please complete the attached reservation form and return it, with a check 
for the appropriate amount made payable to the Fort Lewis Officers' Club, in the enclosed pre-addressed envelope. 
Or, call the Medical Society office, 572-3667. to confirm your attendance

Due to the special arrangements necessary for this joint meeting, reservations must be made no later than 
Friday, February 7.

REGISTRATION:
Yes, I (we) have set aside the evening of February 11 to jo in  my fe llow Society m em bers and physicians 

from M adigan Army M edical Center at the annual Joint M eeting.

Please reserve dinner(s) at $12.00 per person (gratuity inc luded) Enclosed is my
check for $ 1

I regret I am unable to attend the d inner portion of the m eeting. I w ill attend the program  only.

Dr;

RETURN TO MSPC BY NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7
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Consider the 
causative organisms

250-m g Pulvules t .i.d .
offers effectiveness against 

the major causes of bacterial bronchitis
H. influenzae, H. influenzae, S. pneumoniae, S. pyogenes
(ampicillin-susceptible) (ampiciilin-resistant)

irUlaliosj iM Utige Ceelor icelaMor, Lkilti is indieaiefl m it* UMimwit ot ihe following infections »ncn caused til susceptible —-is ol the designated miaoonanlr--

AMne&nate culture and suscepnoiWr stuHies should be performed to Geiermm« susceDtimiiiv at the causati* orgamsn lo Ceclor

WjnU)|: IN PENICILL1N-5ENSITIVE PA1IEN1S. CEPHALO SPDBH ANttBtOIICS SHOULD 6£ ADMIN IS7 EPE 0 CAUTIOUSLY THERE IS CLINICAL AND LABORATOflY EVIDENCE OF PARTIAL CROSS-ALlERGENICHY OF THE PENICILLINS A«0 THE CEPHALOSPORINS. ANO THERE AflE INSTANCES IN WHICH PATIENTS HAVE HAD REACTIONS. INCLUDING ANAPHYLAXIS. TO 80TH ORUG CLASSES AJiilQloilts, including Ceclor. should be administered cautiously

tn diuQ <1<5C0Minuance alone in nmiieraie 10 seveie cases mon.iflcnem should include r.njnwutcscflpy. apfircpiiate baclflriolMic studies, and fluid clrrciinlrie and (notein supple mentation wncn me colitis doc;; noi impiave allot thn dr jo has been dîcnniirtued. or when n r, scecie oral rincoirritln tr. trie dug ot choice lot antibiotic acsociattrd pseudomembranous ccilms pioduced Dr C e>tuuie Otnei causes si reiuis snouid M njitflouiPfeeaultoM. Gereni Pieaui’W, - 11 an anergic »eici;r-o 10 Ccclor* xeUcMf iiiifj occurs medrugsnauid »e discontinued an), ii necessa«y. me patient stwulfl tie treated wild appropriate agenrr., n g. pressor amines iKitihisiammcs. or camcuslennrts Prolonged use ot Cectnr may icr.uli in mo nuergiawin ol nonsuDcepiibic Dtflanlsms CgicIuI observation ol tho patient is essential II superintend occws during ihe<!pf sppiosriaie measures should be taken
mem «nn ihe ce&haiospotin antibiotics n hernsicidjic siudies !S»Kn afltrglDtNlmie or m CooraK' leslingal

studies ha* been iieifnirncd in mice ana iats at rtoc.cs op lo '2 limes the human nono nivl in renets jiihi itirec times me manmum human nose and Itavs revealed no evidence at imusimii Infinity nr haim to the Idiiis line w Cecloi There ate. tinwewi no adequate a'id well cnniiotlcd studies in crejiiAM woman Because amnal iciiroductioi studies arc rvai always ureiiiciive ot human response this Own stwuld Do used dmmg picgnartcy onii >1 dealt! riffled Hwsioj MtiMK ■ !»tji| a*wts ot CeOsr* Cft«k« LiHii N«t been deteclea u> moire's ™ii miflmng auminisitauon ot single 500-mg doses Swage lewis were 0 tfl 0 ?0. 0 Ji and 0 16 mcQ/ml at l wo Ihroe. four and li»e hours icspeclively Trace amounts were dorectel at one hour Tn« kMiici nn miiMnQ hi lams is not kn&tfii Caution should tvs meiosed whnn Ccdoi is aOmtnlsteiei) in ■> mnlns ww.Ossgem CMtlin lia'uiy and elleciirencss i>l this. pigfluci 1m tn tniams less than nne nwmh &l age nw; noi tew cstaliii'Jied 
AUvtna Reactions Adwfsc eilecis considered n'UicH in meraw ■ith CetlH a't tnccfflmin ard aie listed beio» Cssw.nMsri/iaisimpt'ims cccir m 3doui ? f> ceicenr ol oanems and include rlo'tiiea (t in 70i

10 enhance rescluiiw

01 iliciimanc lerei Sec prnscritimg intwrnniion 
- KIM I LI LILl.t AND COMPANY

OrMd sDCCtrum antiaidtics stionld l« prescribed with c.iutmn in individuals witti a hisiery ot fly.irolntestinal disease, pardcularlr CUllttDtlDOt? m PteensKf - Ptegnm/ CMetxy B - Repioduciion
in children Ilian Inaihilis Sions mi] symptoms inii.ili»oc>:u' a 1 days alter initiation nl theiauy and subside winmi a 1 ahet CDSsalion ol itieia|)> N» serious seqiwi.w ii.wi Ik-
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MEDICAL SOCIETY OF PIERCE COUNTY 
705 South 9th, Suite 203  

Tacoma, Washington 98405
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PAID 
' t a c o m a , wash. 

PERMIT NO, 60S



MEDICAL SOCIETY OF PIERCE COUNTY March, 1986

Liability Insurance ^  
reform efforts continue . 
Campaign gets m edia  ^  ^ 
attention . For story  
see page  9- / r fi .y -:l
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Own or Lease

Union Avenue Professional Building
1 5 2 8  U n io n  A v e n u e  

Office Condominium
2 m in u te s  to  A lle n m o re  In d iv id u a lly  c u s to m  fin is h e d  

C o m p le te  f in a n c in g  a v a ila b le

927-4343
NORTH SHORE PROPERTIES, LTD.
1 1 4 0  B ro w n s  P o in t B lv d  N E  T a c o m a . W A  9 B 4 2 2

C a ll J im  M a rso

PHYSICIANS INSURANCE 
IS YOUR COMPANY

Y o u r  co m p a n y  i s  t h e  o n l y  W S M A  s p o n s o r e d ,  
p h y s i c i a n  o w n e d  a n d  d i r e c t e d  c o m p a n y  i n  t h e  
S l a t e  o l '  W a s h i n g t o n .

Y o u r  co m p a n y  r e s p o n d s  i o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  
m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  T h e  H o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  is  
c o m p r i s e d  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  p h y s i c i a n s  c o n c e r n e d  
a b o u t  t h e i r  p e e r s  a n d  s o u r  c o m p a n y .

Y o u r  co m p a n y  i n  f o u r  s h o r t  y e a r s  h a s  b e c o m e  
W a s h i n g t o n ' s  l a r g e s t  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i a b i l 
i t y  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y

T h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i a b i l i t y  s i t u a t i o n  
n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  s t a t e  i s  i n  t u r m o i l .  
Your  c o m p a n y  a n d  i t s  s u b s c r i b e r s  a r e  w o r k i n g  
t o g e t h e r  t o  f i n d  l o n g  r a n g e  s o l u t i o n s .  W e  i n v i t e  
y o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  C a l l  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n .

PHYSICIANS
INSURANCE
W A S H IN G T O N  STATE P H Y S IC IA N S  IN S U R A N C E  

E X C H A N G E  6  A S S O C IA T IO N

1 1 0 0  U N I T E D  A I R L I N E S  B L D G .  2 0 3 3  S I X T H  A V E N U E  
S E A T T L E .  W A  9 8 1 2 1  ( 2 0 6 ) 7 2 8 - 5 8 0 0  1 - 8 0 0 - 7 3 2 - 1 1 4 8

W  5 0 5  R I V E R S I D E .  S U I T E  5 0 0  
S P O K A N E , W A  9 9 2 0 1  ( 5 0 9 )  4 5 6 - 5 8 6 8
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4  President’s Page
On Continuing Medical 
Education

5  Newsbriefs
MSPC meets with county 
legislators. 

Trial attorneys' SIM campaign 
gets attention, fo r  story see 
page 9.
Emergency> Room use clown.

10 Board o f Trustees Report
Minutes from  Jan. 7, 1986 
meeting.

11 Internal Medicine Update,
March 13, 14 
See page 13 fo r  detailed 
program and registration.

14 College o f Medical 
Education
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P ub lishe d M o n th ly  b y  t h e  M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  P i e r c e  C o u n t y ,  “’ 0 5  S o u t h  9 t h ,  S u i t e  J U 3 .  T a c o m a .  W A  ' W - f i i S .  T e l e p l n  m e :  (2<  k . j  " . M o n o  H u l k  R a t e  I/ .S ,  

P o s t a g e  p a i d  a t  T a c o m a ,  W a s h i n g t o n .  T h e  B u l l e t i n  i s p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  m e d i c i n e  a n d  a l l i e d  pr<  > I e s s  i o n s .  T  h e  o p i n i o n s  h e r e i n  a r e  i h o s e  o f  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  c o n t r i b u t o r  a n d  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  u n l e s s  s o  s t a l e d .  A c c e p t a n c e  < if a d v e r t i s i n g  i n  n o  w a v  c o n s t i l u t e s  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a p p r o v a l  o r  e n d o r s c m e s n t  o f  p r o d u c t s  o r  s e r v i c e s  a d v e r t i s e d .  T h e  B u l l e t i n  a n d  t h e  M e d i c a l  S i  i c i e t y  o f  P i e r c e  C o u n t y  r e s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t  t< > r e j e c t  

a n y  a d v e r t i s i n g .  A d v e r t i s i n g  r a l e s  m a y  b e  s e c u r e d  f r o m  M K  T i p t <  >n C u m m u n i c a t i i  m  S e r v i c e s ,  J f ' i P  B r i d g e p *  >rt W a y  W e s t ,  S u i t e  J C „  T a c o m a ,  W A ,  O K  t o o .  

( 2 0 6 )  5 6 4 - 3 8 3 1 .  T h e  B u l l e t i n  i s  p r i n t e d  i n  T a c o m a ,  W a s h i n g t o n  b y  L a k e w o o d  P r i m i n g .
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President's Page

O n  Continuing 
^  Medical Education

C o n tin u in g  m ed ica l ed u c a tio n  has 
b e c o m e  a w av o f  life. 1 recall debates  
about: d ie  value and  im portance o f  c o n 
tin u in g  m ed ica l e d u c a tio n  (CME), but 
have n o t heard su ch  q u ib b lin g  lately. It 
se e m s to have b e e n  adm itted  in to  the  
n o rm a l c o u r se  o f  e v en ts , standard  
o p era tin g  p roced ure.

It is ro u tin e  to  th row  away in form a
t io n  a b o u t CME c o u r se s  w ith  th e  junk  
m ail, w e  get so  m u ch  junk m ail. 1 am  
reluctant to  call it junk CME, th o u g h , 
b eca u se  m uch  o f  it so u n d s pretty go o d . 
W h ich  is n o t to say that there is n o  junk 
CME; rather that e x ce lle n t  CME o p p o r 
tu n ities far o u tn u m b er  the bad stuff. 
Yet, 1 so m etim es ch u ck le  at the topics 
a ttacn ed  to  vacation s m  an effort to  lure 
p h ysic ian s away from  their o ffice s , and  
to  g en erate  tax d ed u ctio n s .

Sp eak ing  o f junk m ail, 1 h o p e  that 
CME h u ck sters d o  n o t d isco v er  te le 
co m m u n ica tio n s. I d o  n ot w ant to even  
th ink a b o u t a n sw erin g  m y p h o n e  to 
hear a co m p u ter  v o ic e  tout the un iq u e  
o p p o rtu n ites  for p ractic in g  ph ysicians  
in s tu d y in g  b row n  fat m etab olism  and  
th e  hea lin g  p o w ers o f  South  Sea sand  
aboard HMS G o o d T im e. I get en o u g h  
junk p h o n e  ca lls as it is. Fortunately, 
T acom a’s o w n  Representative Art Wang 
has c o m e  to o u r  rescu e  w ith  leg isla tion  
to  k e e p  p e d d le r s  from  ta k in g  the  
te le p h o n e  as an o p e n  in v ita tio n  to 
in tru d e in to  our private tim es.

Where to Go for 
Good CME in This Town

We get lo ts o f  inv itation s to attend  
g o o d  CME courses. 1 w ant to discuss the 
h o m e-g ro w n  variety  O ur co m m u n ity  
has a great record  o f  e x c e lle n c e  and 
in n o v a tio n  in CME.

Our o w n  C ollege  o f  M cdical E duca
tio n  (COM E), w ith  its ro o ts  in  U niver
s ity  o f  P u g e t S o u n d  in 1969 , has  
m atured  in the han ds o f  the M edical 
S o c ie ty  a n d  th e  H o sp ita l C o u n c il.

T h o se  early organizers are to b e  c o m 
m en d ed  and  thanked for their v is io n . It 
is n o w  flo u rish in g  w ith  a so u n d  base o f  
e x p e r ie n c e , fin a n c in g , and sa tisfied  
cu sto m ers — ev en  tradition .

Tradition
T h o se  o f v o u  from  the East w ill ask 

w h a t I k n o w  o f  trad ition— by Eastern 
standard, n o th in g . B orn and raised in 
O regon , and having b een  ou t o f  the  
N o rth w est o n lv  lo n g  en o u g h  for m y  
in tern sh ip  in M innesota, I am  o v er 
w h e lm e d  by h o u se s  o n e  h u nd red  years 
o ld , let a lo n e  the heritage o f  th is c o u n 
try's earliest m ed ica l sc h o o ls . But to 
(h o se  o f  you  from  Seattle, th is state's 
m edica l sc h o o l is em b ry o n ic  com p ared  
to  m y alma mater in Portland (w ell, such  
h y p erb o le  m ay b e  indeferisab le; per
hap s a d o le sc e n t  w o u ld  b e  a better  
w ord).

H o w  lo n g  has the la c o m a  Surgical 
C lub b een  having annual m eetings?  
Certainly you  w o u ld  n o t argue w ith  m e  
that th o se  m eetings w ith the dissections  
are a un iq u e tradition . If vou have n ot  
a tten d ed , I w o u ld  stro n g ly  en cou rage  
you to d o  so  (April 2 vi. Several CME 
m eetin g s have b e c o m e  traditional in 
ou r  co m m u n ity  —  internal m ed icine , 
pediatrics. 1 have even  heard talk o f  
an annual Family Practice m eetin g .

Potpourri
Our co m m u n ity  has a w id e  ch o ice  o f  

offerings: CME m eetin gs sp o n so re d  by 
COME, hosp ita ls, sp ec ia lly  so c ie tie s , 
regular hosp ita l m ed ica l staff lectures, 
and others.

Pierce C ou nty  is lo o k in g  forw ard to 
h o s t in g  siate and  reg iona l m ed ica l  
m eetings. T he facilities are available. I 
d o  nor think that w e are vet ready to 
market ou rselves as a "destination city," 
but just wait. We are g o in g  to have  
o p p o rtu n itie s  to sh o w  our stuff. T h e  
W ashington A cadem y o f  Family P hysi

c ian s m e e ts  h ere  in  May. The North 
P acific  Surgical A sso c ia tio n  will be 
m eetin g  here in th e  Fall, and  the North
w est O ste o p a th ic  M ed ical Association 
m eets in June. W ashington State Medical 
A sso c ia tio n  is s c h e d u le d  in  1987.

Value
I th o u g h t you  m ig h t b e  interested in 

so m e  co m p a r iso n  o f  th e  co st o f  CME, 
so  1 foun d  a crack researcher to do some 
ca lcu la tio n s. Ten D ollars per contact 
hou r is a ty p ica l fee  for CME. Here2re 
the tu itio n  ch arges per co n ta ct hour of 
so m e  in stitu tio n s o f  h igh er learning; 
Tacom a C o m m u n ity  C o llege  S2.33. 
U n iv e r sity  o f  P u g et S o u n d  $14.29, 
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  W a sh in g to n  under
graduate S 2 .7 0 , U n iversity  o f  Washing
to n  S c h o o l o f  M ed ic in e  $20.19, and 
G eo rg e  W ashington U niversity Medical 
S c h o o l $2^ .88.

T h e va lue o f  CME m av be debated, 
but there is n o  q u e s t io n  it is one ele
m en t o f  d issem in a tin g  information to 
physicians, o f  k eep in g  up. It is certainly 
n o t th e  w h o le  so lu tio n , but then nei
ther is any o th e r  s in g le  m ode.

CME is req u ired  for licensure in the 

State o f  W a sh in g to n . My specialty 
so c ie ty  requires CME cred its to main
tain m em b ersh ip , and  the American 
B oard o f  Fam ily Practice requires CME 
in o rd er  to b e  e lig ib le  to sit for recer
tification .

A ccou ntab ility  is o n e  o f  the things 
that the p u b lic  is lo o k in g  for from our 
p r o fe ss io n . W ith CME credits we can 
d em o n stra te  at least ex p o su re  to new 
m ed ica l k n o w led g e .

The Take Home Lesson
CME w ill n o t m ake a bad doctor into 

a g o o d  o n e , but it can  h e lp  keep  a good 
d octor  from  b e c o m in g  an outdated one.

— Richard Hawkins

T h e  B iit t i 'd n .  Matvh, lOH*



MSPC meets with county 
legislators

On Jan. 3, Drs. Hawkins, TUnbaraand 
Tice along w ith  Terry Palmer. Risk 
M anagement Director, Tacoma Public  
Schools; Judy Lauer, representing the  
family daycare centers; Ray Corpuz. City 
o f  Tacoma and Catherine Fitzgerald 
from WSMA m et w ith  legislators from  
the 27th D istrict, Senator Lorraine 
Wojahn and Representative Ruth Fisher 
and Art Wang to discuss the issue o f  pro
fessional liability reform and u n co m 
pensated care.

The Society has been  w orking w ith  
other organizations, b u sin esses and  
professions that have been im pacted by 
the liability problem . Mr. Palmer, Mrs. 
Lauer and Mr. Corpuz w ere invited to 
m eet w ith the legislators to em phasize  
that this issue is a societal on e  w ith wide- 
ranging ramifications.

Dr. Hawkins asked the legislators for 
their support in see in g  that legislation  
is passed during this com ing session . Mr. 
Palmer emphasized the difficulty school 
districts are suffering in securing liability 
coverage and may necessitate b ecom in g  
self-insured.

Mrs. Lauer related the problem that she 
and her colleagues w h o  m anage day 
care centers have. T he annual prem ium  
for day care centers has risen from  $400  
to 51,200, thus m aking it im possib le for 
them  to maintain coverage and unable  
to pass su ch  in c r e a se s  o n  to  th e  
children’s parents.

Mr. Corpuz n o ted  that the city  o f  
Tacoma has had to se lf insure as a result 
o f  the extrem ely  high prem ium s being  
im posed  u p on  m unicipalities su ch  as 
Tacoma. Such costs, he reported, are 
directly  im p actin g  the qu a lity  and  
availability o f  serv ices the c ity  can p r o 
vide to its citizens.

Dr. Tanbara ra ised  th e  is su e  o f

u n co m p en sa ted  care and the l'ear that 
a tw o  tier system  is n o w  b eco m in g  a 
reality if the State and Federal G overn
m ent fail to act.

Senator Wojahn and Representatives 
Wang and Fisher co n c lu d ed  that so lu 
tions to the problem  will not be easy', 
but they d id  anticipate so m e  action  by 
the Legislature in the 1986 session .

On Jan. <S. Drs. H awkins and Jim Sy- 
m ond s m et w ith  Senator Ted Bottiger 
and Representative Ken M adsen, from  
the 2nd  legislative district. Represen
tatives from the Franklin Pierce S chool 
District, Parkland/Spanaway Chamber o f  
C o m m erce , T acom a-P ierce  C o u n ty  
Cham ber o f  C om m erce and Catherine 
Fitzgerald o f  WSMA also attended.

O ne o f  the p roposa ls o f  the co a li
tion's liability reform legislation asks for 
a lim it o f  $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0  be p laced  o n  n o n 
e c o n o m ic  dam ages.Such as, a claim ant 
seeks dam ages for bod ily  injury or 
death, or such as loss o f  com panionsh ip  
to o th er  than the insured claim ant.

Senator Bottigcr's reaction to capping  
n o n -ec o n o m ic  dam ages was, "This is 
th e  m o s t  u n c o n s c io n a b le  th in g  
imaginable." He w as o f  the o p in io n  that 
in m ost cases a tw o  to four m illion  
dollar cap w ou ld  be m ore appropriate.

Both B ottiger and M adsen reco g 
n ized  that a p rob lem  ex ists and that 
so m e  legislative action  is necessary. It 
w as Senator B oltiger's o p in io n  that 
action  w ou ld  be m ore e ffective  if taken 
o n  the congressiona l level rather than 
state. B oth appeared skeptical that the 
present bill p ro p o sed  by the coa lition  
w o u ld  so lve  the problem . T hey also felt 
that the insurance industry has to be  
scrutin ized  and it m ust be determ ined  
the role that the industry has played in 
bringing about this crisis.

WSMAand MSPC 
Presidents meet 
with Tacoma 
News Tribune 
Editorial Board.

WSMA President Dr. Ed Gray, and 
MSPC President Dr. Richard Hawkins, 
m et w ith the editorial board o f  the 
Tacoma News Tribune on  Monday, Jan. 6.

The m eetin g  lasted for an hour and  
fifteen m inutes w ith m ost o f  the conver
sation concen trating  o n  the liability  
issue. T he doctors expressed  their c o n 
cern for the quality and availability o f  
obstetric care in the State and Pierce  
County, noting the num ber o f  O bstetri
cians and Family Practice Physicians 
w h o  are d iscontin u ing  obstetrical care.

Planning for 
Retirem ent

T he January issue o f  the B u lle t in  
q u oted  that the Society  has a c o p y  o f  
the AMA G uide G e a r in g  u p  f o r  R etire
m en t  available for loan. We have learned  
a co p y  i.s also available on  a loan  basis 
at the Pierce C ounty Medical Library.

If you  are co n sid er in g  retirem ent in 
the next 2-3 years this guide cou ld  prove  
to be valuable reading to you. Many 
im portant po in ts sh ou ld  be co n sid ered  
and stu d ied  before actual retirem ent.

Call the Society  or the Library for this 
very inform ative and valuable guide.

N e w s h r i e f s  C o n t i n u e d  o n  P a g e  6 .



“A sk  the  D o cto r.”
T h e la c o m a - l ic r e e  C ou nty  C ou ncil 

o n  Aging n ew sp a p er  'S en ior S c en e . " 
w h ic h  has ;t c ircu la tio n  ot' a p p ro x 
im ately 1 3 .non has a n e w  co lu m n  in it's 
l-'cb. issue.

M em bers o f  the MSPC C om m itter  on  
Aging w ill be answ ering qucstii >ns 1 r< »m 
" S en io r  S c en e "  readers on  areas o f  
interest lo  them  o n  m ed ica l matters.

' S e n io r  S c en e"  is a very  inform ative  
n ew sp a p er  and o n e  p op u lar  w ith  the 
o ld er  c itizens o f  P ierce C ountv The  
annual su ggested  subscrip tion  cost is 
sS .n o  It is o n e  vou m ight con sid er  
adding lo  v< iur waiting ro< >m reading list. 
To subscribe, write to:

Senii >r Scene  
223 N* >rth Yakima 
Tacom a, WA 9s-ii)3  
Phi m e No - 2 “ 2 -2 2 “S

Malpractice 
Support Group 
Available for 
Physicians.

In 10SS the MSPC. established a m ech 
anism  to ra ssistin g m em b ers faced w ith  
a m alpractice suit. Main' tim es this can  
be a traum atic even t in one's life and 
affect n ot o n ly  the physician  involved , 
but his w ife, fam ily and o ffice  as w ell.

Several m em b ers o f  th e  ‘m >ciet \ \vh< > 
have e x p e r ien ce d  a m alpractice suit 
have v o lu n teered  r<> assist and provide
1. onsultat ion an el su pp ort t< > am  m em 
ber eo n fn  m ted w iih a m alpractiee suit.

For m o re  in fo r m a tio n  call D ou g  
Jackm an at the Socierv O ffice.

C o rrectio n :
In the January issue ot the Hu! let in  ii 

w as e r r o n e o u s ly  rep o rted  that the  
S o c ie ty  con tr ib u ted  (><)% o f  the Pierce 
G m n t\ M edical Library budget and that 
the IF iip ita ls o f  Pierce C ou nty  o  hi tri
ll u ted -tn%. 1 r sh< mid have read t o t  
the librarx budget is supported  by the 
.S( icietv

'lotal MSPC su p p ort lo  the P ierce  
C ou n tv  M edical labrar\ in IVSO w ill be  
s-CCOSl o r  Sf-iCi.9-1 p er  in d i\ id l ia l  
m em ber.

f i  ' / I n -  H / i l h i / i l  M : u x h  I V S i i

" I t  t a k e s  a  l o t  o t  s e r v i c e s  <ind c o m 

b in e ! ,  t h e m  i n t o  a  r e a l l v  p o i n t e d  a n d  

d i r e c t e d  r e s o l u t i o n  f o r  a  c h i l d  s p r o b 

l e m .  T h e  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  a p p r o a c h  

m a x i m i z e s  t h e  p r o g r e s s  t h e  c h i l J  

n u k e s .

' i ’ v e  s e n t  p a t i e n t s  t o  S e a t t l e  a n d  

h e a r d  n o t h i n g  m o r e  u n t i l  t h e y  w e r e  

> cnt b a c k  t o  P u y a l l u p  H e r e ,  t h e  w e e k -  

I v  m e e t i n g s  k e e p  t h e  l o c a l  d o c s ,  .m il  

s p e c i a l i s t s  a l i k e  i n v o l v e d  m  t h e  c h i l d 's  

c a n :

—  T i m o t h y  J o l l e v ,  M . D .

Your you ng disabled patients have a future
G o o d  S a m a rita n  H o s p ita l ’s In p a t ie n t  P e d ia tr ic  R e h a b i l i t a t io n  Program  

p ro v id e s  an  in te n se  th e ra p y  p ro g ra m  in  a w a r m ,c a r in g  e n v iro n m e n t for 
y o u n g  p a tie n ts  w h o  are  p h y s ic a l ly  d is a b le d  as a re s u lt  o f  a c c id e n t, illness 
o r  c o n g e n ita l d is a b ility . D e s ig n e d  to  im p r o v e  p h y s ic a l  a n d / o r cognitive 
f u n c t io n ,  th e  p ro g ra m  s tr iv e s  t o  m a x im iz e  th e  p a t ie n t ’s p a r tic ip a tio n  and 
e n jo y m e n t  o f  h is  o r  h e r  fu tu re .

W e  h av e b e e n  a le a d e r in  p h y s ic a l r e h a b i l i ta t io n  f o r  o v e r  3 0  years, 
s p e c ia liz in g  in  c h i ld r e n 's  n e u ro m u s c u la r  p r o b le m s  s in c e  1 9 6 6 . W e  admit
ted  o u r  firs t  p e d ia tr ic  re h a b il i ta t io n  p a t ie n t  m  1 9 6 4  as p a r t  o f  o u r  adult 
re h a b il i ta t io n  p ro g ra m  a n d  h a v e  p ro v id e d  th o u s a n d s  o f  h o u r s  o f  outpa- 
c ien t th e ra p y .

You are part o f  the treatment team
Y o u r  p a tie n t an d  h is  o r  h e r  fa m ily  n e e d  y 'o u r c o n t in u in g  involvem ent. 

G o o d  S a m a r ita n ’s P e d ia tr ic  R e h a b i l i ta t io n  p r o g ra m  e n c o u ra g e s  referring 
p h y s ic ia n s  t o  a tte n d  w e e k ly  p a tie n t  c o n fe r e n c e s .

O t h e r  tea m  m e m b e rs  in c lu d e  a p h y s ia tr is t ,  n u rse s , s o c ia l w o rk e r , psy
c h o lo g is ts . d ie t it ia n , a n d  p h y s ic a l, o c c u p a t io n a l ,  r e c r e a t io n a l ,  sp eech  and 
re s p ira to r y  th e ra p is ts . A n  e d u c a tio n a l sp e c ia lis t  is a lso  a v a ila b le  through 
th e  P u y a llu p  S c h o o l D i s t r i c t ’s h o m e b o u n d  p r o g ra m .

N e u ro lo g is ts , o r th o p e d ic  su rg eo n s , o p h th a lm o lo g is ts , u ro lo g is ts  and oth
e r  m ed ica l sp ec ia lis ts  are  a v a ila b le  fo r  c o n s u lta t io n .

Your patient has an 

individualized treatment program
F.ach ch ild  is ev a lu a ted  b v  th e  r e h a b il i ta t io n  te a m  an d , based  o n  that 

e v a lu a tio n , an in d iv id u a liz e d  p r o g ra m  is d e v e lo p e d . A n d  w e  d o n ’t forget 
th e  f a m ily — th e ir  n eed s are  ad d ressed  w ith in  th e  c o n t e x t  o f  th e  to ta l re
h a b ilita t io n  p h ilo s o p h y  and fa m ily  c o n fe r e n c e s .

It’s easy to refer a patient
W e  ve m ad e o u r  re fe r ra l p ro ce ss  e a sy  an d  c o n v e n ie n t .  In q u iry  calls re

c e iv e  an im m e d ia te  re sp o n se . T e a m  m e m b e r s  c a n  a rra n g e  o n -site  visits 
at th e  h o sp ita l re fe r r in g  a p a tie n t. C o n s u lta t io n  is a v a ila b le  to  an sw er ques
tio n s  a b o u t f in a n c ia l co v e ra g e .

T o  m a k e  a re fe r ra l c o n ta c t  G o o d  S a m a rita n  R e h a b i l i ta t io n  C enter, 
8 4 8 - 6 6 6 ] ,  E x t . 1 630  o r  ^ 8 2 -4 7 8 7  f ro m  S e a tt le .

• >
GOOD SAM ARITAN HOSPITAL
Post O ffice Box 1247 
407- 14th Avenue S .E .
Puyallup , W A  98372 
(206) 848-6661



Com plim entary 
M ed icare  c la im  
forms no longer 
offered.

Physicians can no  longer obtain co m 
plem entary su pp lies o f  the H ealth Care 
Financing A dm inistration’s M edicare  
claim  form s from  carriers. Standard 
form HCFA-1500, d e v e lo p ed  by the 
AMA, m ust be used for M edicare claim s 
and, by Oct. 1,1986, w ill be required for 
Medicaid claims. T he price for a carton  
o f  1,000 single sh eets is $3-tlO  (Ask for 
OP-501). A carton o f  1,000 two-part 
snapouts (O P-502) costs $ 4 9 .5 0 . and a 
two-part com puter p in feed  (O P-503) 
costs $51.75. Prices inc lu de  UPS and  
other charges. There is a d iscou n t for 
bulk orders. There is an additional 10% 
discount for AMA m em bers and m ed i
cal societies. D irect inquiries to AMA 
Insurance Form, B o o k  and Pam phlet 
F ulfillm ent, AMA, P.O. B o x  109-4-6, 
Chicago. 1L 60610-9968 , or  call (312) 
280-7168. Allow tw o  w eek s for delivery.

Em ergency Room 
use down.

H o sp ita l e m e r g e n c y  r o o m s  are  
attracting fewer repeat patients these  
days, according to a study by National 
Research Corporation.

According to the survey three-fourths 
o f  those surveyed said they w o u ld  pre
fer an urgent care cen ter  to a hospital 
em ergency departm ent for m inor treat
m ent. O nly 32%  o f  h o u seh o ld s  sur
v e y e d  u sed  a h o sp ita l e m e r g e n c y  
departm ent m ore than o n c e  during the 
past tw o years. This is a drop  o f  5 p er
centage poin ts from  a sim ilar survey a 
year ago.

1986 S a la ry  and  
Benefit Survey 
now available^

The 1986 Salary and B enefit Survey  
is n o w  availab le thru th e  M edical 
Society  P lacem en t  Service. T h e Salary 
Survey reveals the average hou rly  wage  
as w ell as the range from  the h igh est 
paid to the low est paid for various p o s i
tions. Wages are g iven  for the categor
ies o f  0-1 years, 1-3 years, 3-5 years and

over five years o n  that particular job.
T he B enefit Survey reveals the p er

cen t o f  m edical o ffice s  o ffering paid  
holidays, paid  v acation , sick  leave, 
m edical and dental insurance, c o n tin u 
in g  e d u c a t io n , p e r so n a l days o ff ,  
uniform  a llow ance and life insurance. 
Inform ation is g iven  for h o w  raises are 
determ ined  and probation periods. For 
your co p y  o f  the 1986 Salary and B en e 
fit Survey call MBI, at 572*3709.

Liability Reform 
Efforts Continue

T he legislature co n v en ed  on  Jan. 13, 
and efforts to c o n v in c e  legislators that 
a so lu tion  m ust be found to the liability  
crisis con tin u es.

A co a lition  o f  groups and organiza
tions im pacted by the liability problem  
in P ierce C ounty was form ed by the 
Society. Various m em bers o f  the c o a li
tion  have m et w ith  Dr. H awkins and 
legislators. Dr. H aw kins and represen
ta tives from  th e  c o a lit io n  w il l  be  
m eeting  w ith the editorial boards o f  the 
P en in su la  G a tew ay , P ie r c e  C ou n ty  
H e r a ld  and perhaps the T acom a  N ew s  
T ribu n e  in the near future.

Dr. Ijeonard A lenick sp ok e to the 
d o w n to w n  Lions Club on  behalf o f  the 
Society  o n  the issue o f  professional 
liability, Feb. 13. Dr. Stevens Hammer will 
address the Gig Harbor Rotary on  March 
7, again on  the professional liability 
crisis. Dr. Hawkins, MSPC President has 
sp oken  to the G ig Harbor [.ions and the 
Fife-Milton Rotary o n  the continuin g  
problem .

co n tin u in g  problem .
Speakers are gettin g  the w o rd  ou t to  

the co m m u n ity  that all o f  so c ie ty  and  
n ot o n ly  physicians are e ffec ted  by this 
issue. T he p u b lic  m ust be m ade aware 
o f  the fact that w e are paying because  
o f  the problem .

AM A New 
Pub licatio n : 
“ M ed ica l P ra c tice  
F in an ce : A  G u ide 
for Physic ians”

T he AMA D epartm ent o f  Physician  
Practice Services has p u b lished  a n ew  
b o o k let for physicians detailing the  
various types o f  financing alternatives 
available to physicians for setting up or  
e x p a n d in g  th e ir  p r a c t ic e s . T it le d  
' 'M edical P ra c tice  F in an ce : A G u id e  f o r  
P h y s ic ia n s ,'' the b o o k let w as prepared  
w ith  the assistance o f  Arthur Y oung & 
Com pany.

T he p u b lication  is available to state, 
cou n ty  and specia lty  m edical societies. 
AMA m em bers m ay obtain a co p y  for 
$ 9 .9 5  p er  co p y , n o n m e m b e r s  for  
$ 1 4 .9 5 . O rd ers  s h o u ld  b e  p la c e d  
through the AMA b o o k  and pam phlet 
fulfillm ent departm ent. For additional 
in form ation  physician s m ay contact 
P hyllis K opriva, Program  D irector, 
C om p etition  Action Project, D epart
m ent o f  Physician Practice Services, 
AMA, 535 N. D earborn, C hicago, IL 
60610. P h on e (312) 645-4719.

'/■/).> B u lle tin . M a rch . WSo

Audi 5000S Sedan

. . .  then select 
your new Audi 
and pay only 
cost plus 10%.

CLIP THIS AD
and bring it to the 

dealership.. .

Audi
W

*T u rb o  Q u a ttro  exc lu d e d .

Tom Carstens Porshe-Audi
7044 S. Tacoma Way — 474-0651

F inancing to 84 
m onths on 

approval o f credit. 
Offer expires April 30, 1986

Audi 40D0S



W SM A se e k in g  
m e m b e rs for 
co m m itte e s .

T h e W SMA is lo o k in g  for m e m b er s  
w h o  w o u ld  b e  in terested  in se r v in g  o n  
their  c o m m itte e s . W SMA c o m m itte e s  
fu n c tio n  in th e  fo llo w in g  areas:

C h ild  H ealth  
C laim s Rev iew  Panels 

C o m p u ters in M ed ic in e  

C o n g ress io n a l Legislation  

D r in k in g /D riv in g  
D ru g  T herapy
E m erg en cy  M edical S erv ices  

G rievance
Industria l In surance  
Jail i i  P rison  H ealth  
M aternal i i  In fant H ealth  
M ed ica id  
M edicare

M edical D isc ip lin a ry  P rocess  

M edical E c o n o m ics  
M edical E du cation  

M ental H ealth
P ersonal P rob lem s o f  P hysician s
P olitical A ction
P ro fession a l Liability
S m o k in g  i t  H ealth

Special P rojects
State Legislation
V ocation  R ehabilitation

‘Know a Good D octor’

W h e n  a s k e d  w h i c h  o F  L h e  F o l l o w i n g  t h e y  
s p e n d  t h e  m o s t  t i m e  r e s e a r c h i n g ,  s u r v e y e d -  
c o n s u m e r s  s a i d :

F i n d i n g  t h e l e a s t - e x p e n s i v e  s u p e r m a r k e t

B a r g a i n - s h < i p p i n g  f o r  c l o t h e s

S e l e c t i n g  ;i d o c t o r

1 6 %

l i u v i n g  ;i n e w  c a r

■  I S %

Am,■n-,in f-t< 'i in i ■'/ hinnlv I'u i. f/r ■ •

S p e a k e rs  Bu reau  
A c t iv e

P articip ants in th e  M ed ica l S o c ie ty  
Speakers Bureau have b e e n  very  active. 
A letter w as se n t to o v er  2 0 0  var iou s  
o r g a n iza tio n s  in th e  c o u n ty  in fo rm in g  
th em  o f  the ava ilab ility  o f  sp eak ers on  
v irtu ally  any m ed ica l top ic . T h e  o ff ic e  
has had m any req u ests  in th e  in terim  
a n d  th e  f o l lo w in g  m e m b e r s  h a v e  
a d d ressed  o rg a n iza tio n s , s c h o o ls  o n  
m any top ics. S o m e  o f  th e  speak ers'and  
o rg a n iza tio n s  w ere:

foh n  B argren . MD. B ea c o n  S en ior  
C enter

Cnil Strati. MD. L ig h thou se S en ior  
Center

i .eon ard  l-llel. MD. B ea con  S en ior  
C enter

A lan  Tice. MD. K iican ts  - Port o f  
T acom a

D en n is D ro u ll/a rd . Ml). B ry an t  
E lem en tary  School

L arry  S to n e s i je r ,  MD. B ea con  
S en ior  C enter

K enton Bodily . MD. B ea c o n  Senior 
Center

R obert Scherz. MD, B ella rm in e  Prep 
School

Charles Ranee. MD. Am erican  4ssoc 
o f  R etired  P erson s

M ich ael Young. MD, F ife  Rotary 
C hib

J a m e s  B illin g sley  MD, Emphysema 
G roup

P h ilip  G ren ley  MD. B eacon  Senior 
C enter

C arl W'ulfesteig, MD, Lighthouse 
S en ior  Center

i r  G ary  Becker. MD, Lighthouse 
S en ior Center

P au l Smith. Jr.. MD. B eacon  Senior 
Center

T h e  S o c ie ty  b en e fits  tremendously 
b y  th e  e x p o su r e  and  v isib ility  to the 
genera l p u b lic  that th e se  presentations 
afford . E very g ro u p  has been  mosi 
a p p rec ia tiv e  o f  the qu a lity  o f  the talks.

H ealth  c a re  co sts  
to rise  fa ste r 
than  in flation  in 
’86  c la im s  
S tan d a rd  & Poor 
a n a ly st.

C o n su m e r  h ea lth  care c o s ts  w ill  
in crease  m o re  than th e  general rate o f  
in fla tio n  in 1986, but the increase  w ill 
be low er than in prev ious years, a cco rd 
ing  lo  1 lerm an  Saftlas, health  care ana
lyst, Standard i i  P o o r ’s Corp. Saftlas 
c ites  as factors c o n tr ib u tin g  to the  
m od erate  increase in M edicare's p r o 
sp ec tiv e  p r ic in g  system , red u ced  infla
t io n ,  t ig h t e n e d  r e im b u r s e m e n t  
practices by in su ran ce c o m p a n ie s  and  
greater c o m p e tit io n  in the health  care  
m arket place.

S a ftla s  a l lr ib u t e s  th e  e x p e c t e d  
increase in co m p e tit io n  from  grow th  in 
HM( >s and preferred pn  >vider arrange
m en ts and to in creased  use o f  o u tp a 
tient se ttin g s . A cco rd in g  to Saftlas, 
better health care industry aw areness o f  
c o s t s  has a ls o  h e ld  d o w n  p h a r 
m aceutical drug prices and cnc< mraged  
w id esp rea d  d isc o u n tin g  practices.

Crossroads Treatment Center

Alcoholism
A  P ro g ra m  D e s ig n e d  to  Provide 
C o m p re h e n s iv e  T re a tm e n t for 
A ll F a c e ts  o f A lc o h o lis m  

P h y s ic ia n  D ire c te d  

F a m ily  T re a tm e n t Inc lu d ed  

C o s t E ffe c tiv e  O u tp a tie n t 
P ro g ra m  

C o v e re d  by  m a n y  H ea lth  
In s u ra n c e  P la n s  

F O R  IN F O R M A T IO N  
C O N T A C T : 

T e d  B e rn in g , A d m in is tra to r  
5 9 0 9  O rc h a rd  St. W est 

T a c o m a , W A  9 8 4 67

(206) 473-7474

CR O SSR OAD S
TR E A TM E N T
CENTER

An A pproved Washington Alcoholism 
Treatment Facility

si T b e  iU ille tin . M a rch ,



Washington State Trial Lawyers Association 
financing of CAIR’s §1M media campaign gets 
attention.

T he W ashington State Trial Lawyers 
A sso c ia tio n s' r esp o n se  to th e  State 
l-egis'.ture's consideration o f  Senate Bill 
-t(i9<S, w h ich  w ou ld  lim it the size o f  
awards in liability suits, is w orthy  o f  
note.

Senate Bill -tC>98 is p rop osin g  a limit 
on  con tin g en t attorney fees to a llow  
m o r e  o f  the award to reach the injured  
party. C om m on con tin g en cy  fee agree
m ents provide one-th ird  to -i0 percent 
o f  th e  r e c o v e r y  for th e  a ttorn ey .

. regardless o f  the am ount o f  tim e .spent 
on  the case. T he co a litio n  bill provides  
the fo llo w in g  limits;

_  A. 4 0  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  first
SSO.OOO recovered .

B. 33-1/5 percent o f  the next 
>100,000 recovered , graduated to 
10 percent o f  any am ount o n

• w h ich  the recovery ex ceed s o n e  
m illion  dollars. T hese are hardly 
lim its that w o u ld  qu a lify  the  
attorney for fo o d  stam ps.
Vet. the trial attorneys' reaction to this 

r proposal was to organize a group called  
“C o n su m er  A llian ce  for In su ran ce  
Reform'' (CAIR). All o f  its new spaper  

. advertisem ents and radio com m ercia ls  
descr ib ed  the group as a "cooperative 
non-profit organization  form ed for the 
pu rp ose o f  su pp orting  vitally n eed ed  
reforms in the laws regulating insurance 
carriers."

However. CAIR fails to m ention  that 
_ its entire budget and Board o f  Directors
• co m es from  the Trial Lawyers A ssoci

ation.
T he e ffort has b ackfired  o n  the  

“'attorneys, and the m edia has taken them  
''?■ to task for trying to h o o d w in k  the  
y| public. T he Seattle T im es rep orted  

Jan. 2 6 , that CAIR b r o u g h t  tw o  
ind ividuals to appear before the Senate  
Judicial C om m ittee, w h o  wa.s hearing  
the bill.

Late last w eek , however, the tw o m en  
cam e to O lym pia to play lead roles in a 
well-staged produ ction  before the State 

--'Legislature. It was g o o d  theater, directed  
-and produ ced  by a brand new, but lit

tle k n ow n group, called  CAIR (Con- 
y

su m er  for A llia n c e  fo r  In su ra n ce  
Reform).

CAIR D irector Julius Rochester has 
den ied  that his fledgling organization is 
a front for the lawyers. But he d o es  
ack n ow led ge  that the W ashington State 
Trial Lawyers A ssociation , w h o  c o n 
tributed m ore than § 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  to the 
organization during its first three weeks, 
w ill fully finance CAIR’s M illion-Dollar  
M edia Cam paign.

Ralph Nader was brought in to testify  
for the group, saying that the insurance  
industry w as so le ly  responsib le  for the  
problem , calling the legislation a “rush 
to judgem ent w h ich  w o u ld  jeopardize  
the right o f  insured people." He said the 
p r e se n t  c r is is  is “ th e  in su r a n c e  
industry's strategy to bloat their profits

and stam p ed e state legislatures to pass 
leg isla tion .”

A Tacoma N ew s Tribune editorial o n  
Jan. 28, castigated the W ashington State 
Trial Lawyers A ssociation  tor c h o o s in g  
to “h ide beh in d  a stalking horse  in its 
fight against p ro p o sed  State legislation  
that w o u ld  lim it dam age awards."

T he editorial w en t o n  to say, “But it’s 
fair to say that trial law yers have an 
image problem , stem m ing from increas
ing criticism  o f  their role in ob ta in in g  
outland ish  dam age awards and their  
ten d en cy  to claim  a significant share o f  
those awards as legal fees and expenses. 
T he trial law yers ciesire to w ork beh in d  
the scen es in this fight ind icates their  
im age p r o b le m  is a large l ia b ility  
indeed." ■

ONCE AGAIN, VOLVO DIDN’T 
LEAVE WELL ENOUGH ALONE.
Most people would be happy to build a car with an average life expectancy of 

15.6 years*
But Volvo engineers are harder to satisfy than most people. That's why, for 

1986, they've made improvements in the Volvo 240. Improvements that include 
heated front seats, more comprehensive msl proofing and a re-styled body aimed 
at bringing the aerodynamics of the 240 to a new low.

Which is another reason why it’s high-time you stopped by our Volvo show
room for a test drive.

TOPPING MOTORS
925 Market (Downtown) Tacoma

VO LVO-NISSAN 3-YEAR UNLIMITED MILES -Saks. • Leasing-
W ARRANTY •European Delivery-

572-3333
“H om e o f  the Custom Lease"

* Based o n  an ac tua ria l analysts o f  Ihe 1983-1^84 U S. K c ^ is tr jt iu n  D ata conducted by Ken W arw ick  &
Associates Due lo  many factors  inc lu d in g  m aintenance. d r iv in g  con d itio ns  and habits, y ou r V o lvo may 
not last as long. T he n again, i l may last longer. S um m ary available a t your Vo lvo dealer.

T he B u lle t in .  March, 1986



Board of Trustees
M INUTES 

JA N U A R Y 7 ,1 9 8 6

T h e B oard o f  T rustees o f  the M edical 
S o c ie ty  o f  P ierce C o u n ty  m et o n  Tues
day, J a n u a r y  1 9 S 6 . at H u m a n a  
H o sp ita l (d o c to r s 's  d in in g  r o o m ).  
M em bers p resen t w ere  Drs.: R ichard  
H aw kins (P resident). G uus B ischoff, 
K enton B odily. Richard B ow e, Robert 
W h itn ey , C h arles W eatherby, Barry 
W eled, D avid  (Mark. Paul Schneider, 
Peter Marsh and Mrs. G innie Miller, Aux
iliary P resident.

A lso  p resen t by inv ita tion  w ere: Drs. 
D en n is  K oukol. Ronald Taylor, Richard  
H offm eister , L eonard A len ick . J o h n  
B argren, G erald A m es, K oen g-C hye  
C heah and MSPC E x ecu tive  D irector, 
D o u g  Jackm an.

Dr. R ichard H aw kins o p e n e d  the  
m e etin g . In tro d u c tio n s  o f  the n ew  
board m em b ers, n e w  hosp ita l m ed ica l 
staff and  sp ec ia lty  so c ie ty  p resid en ts  
w ere  m ade.

Dr. H aw kins rev iew ed  the m inutes o f  
the D ec. Board o f  Trustees and D ec. 
E xecu tive  C o m m ittee  M eeting. T h ese  
w ere ap p ro v ed  as p resen ted .

EMS Committee
M inutes o f  the EMS C o m m ittee  w ere  

a p p ro v e d  as p r e se n te d . T h e  B oard  
ex p r essed  a c o n c er n  for the S o c iety 's  
role in the future o f  the Pierce C ou nty  
EMS S vs tern. It w as agreed that this issue  
w o u ld  be d isc u sse d  in greater d ep th  at 
a future board  m eetin g .

Committee on Aging
It w as n o ted  that m em b ers of the  

c o m m itte e  w o u ld  be w ritin g  a co lu m n  
“Ask Your D o ctor"  for the m o n th ly  
n ew sp a p er  S e n io r  S c e n e , a p u b lica tio n  
o f  the T acom a/P ierce C o u n ty  C ou ncil 
o n  ag ing . All m em b ers o f  the Society- 
over the age o f  5 0  w ere urged to join the 
A m erican  A sso c ia tio n  o f  Retired Per
so n s  so  they m ay also have a vo ice  in the  
organ iza tion .

Public Health/School 
Health Committee

T h e ci im m ittee  rec o m m en d e d  to the  
B oard that a p a m p h let d ea lin g  w ith  the  
H ealth e ffe c ts  o f  s e c o n d  hand (passive)  
sm o k e  o n  ch ild ren  be d e v e lo p e d  and  
p r in ted  for  d is tr ib u tio n  to  d o c to r s  
o ffice s , s c h o o ls , etc..

T h e  Board rev iew ed  c o s t  e stim ates  
ra n g in g  from  Sl.SOO to S 2 .5 n 0  for
IS,0 0 0  p am p h lets . T h ey  also  stu d ied  
c u r r e n t  l ite r a tu r e  o n  th e  s u b je c t  
av a ila b le  from  th e  A m erica n  Lung  
A sso c ia tio n .

It w as the c< m sensus o f  the Board that 
the S o c ie ty  w o rk  c lo s e ly  w ith  the Lung 
A sso c ia tio n  and o th e r  hea lth  a g e n c ie s  
w h o  have fo c u se d  o n  this issu e  and  
m ake u se  o f  current literat ure available.

Professional Liability Issue
Dr. H aw k in s rep orted  o n  current  

activ ities  o f  the S o c ie ty  related to p r o 
p o s e d  leg isla tion  o n  the p rofessio n a l  
liab ility  in su ran ce  issue. T h e  Board  
d isc u sse d  m e th o d s  to have m em b ers  
co n ta ct their legislators. A m o tio n  w as  
ap p ro v ed  to "utilize the p h o n e  tree  
system  lo m o iiv a te  the m em b ersh ip  to 
call and w rite their legislators,"

Each Hoard m em ber, m edical staff 
and sp ec ia lty  so c ie ty  p resid en t w as 
req u ested  to call ten m em b ers in their  
leg isla tive  district.

Auxiliary Report
Mrs. G in n ie  M iller rep orted  that the  

'lacom a Mall Health fair was sc h e d u le d  
for Feb. I-i. IS and lo. Volunteers to help  
m an the b o o th  w ere  so u g h t by Mrs 
Miller.

Board of Trustees 
Composition

Dr. H aw kins noted  that ihe b v la w so f  
the S o c iety  call for seven trustees. Since

th e r e  w a s o n ly  o n e  c a n d id a te  for 
p r e sid e n t-e le c t for 1986, a vacant trus
tee p o s itio n  w as created . T he Executive 
C o m m ittee  r e c o m m en d e d  to the Board j 
that Dr. D em a u rice  M oses be appointed 
by the B oard  as a trustee until the next i 
regular m e e t in g  o f  th e  S o c iety  (March) 
at w h ic h  tim e the v o tin g  members of 
the S o c ie ty  shall e le c t  o n e  o f  its active i 
or h o n o ra r y  m e m b ers  for the unex- 
pired p o s it io n  o f  the term . A motion 
w as m ade that "the B oard o f  Trustees 
a p p rove  the reco m m en d a tio n  of the | 
E x ecu tiv e  C o m m ittee  in naming Dr i 
D em a u rice  M oses to fill the vacant trus
te e  p o s i t i o n . ” T h e  m o t io n  was 
u n a n im o u s ly  a p p ro v ed .

MSPC Organization 
and Financial Structure

Mr. Jackm an  o u tlin e d  the organiza
tional and  fin an cia l structure of the 
so c ie ty  for the b en efit o f  new  members. 
o f  the board.

Board Meeting Locations
Dr. H aw kin s rev iew ed  past meeting 

sites for b oard  m eetin gs. After a period 
o f  d iscu ssio n  it w as the consensus of the 
Board that it c o n tin u e  to rotate its meet
ings a m o n g  the hosp ita ls in the county.

Report from Legal Counsel
T h e  B o a r d  w a s  in fo r m e d  that 

th e  trial date in w h ic h  the Society has 
b e e n  n a m ed  as a co -con sp ira tor  with J 
local hosp ita l has b e e n  rescheduled tor 
Jan. 19S7.

As th ere  w as n o  further business to 
c o n d u c t , th e  m e e tin g  w as adjourned s' 
Hh S p .m . ■

T h e  B u l le t in .  M a rc h , I9H 6



INTERNAL
MEDICINE

UPDATE
1986

March 13,14 
Jackson Hall 

314 South ‘K’ Street 
Tacoma

Tacoma Academy of Internal Medicine

Members & Invited Guests—Friday Evening, March 14 

Tacoma Golf & Country Club

7 :00  pm C O C K T A IL  HOU R 
8 :0 0  pm D IN N ER

Guest Speaker: Philip C . Larson , J r . ,  M .D.
Stanford , California  

“ T R A V ELS W IT H  C H A R L IE ”

SEPARATE RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED 
BEFORE MARCH 10,1986 FROM ALL MEMBERS 

PLANNING TO ATTEND THE DINNER.
Membership dues include dinner for the member and spouse. 

The dinner charge for any additional guests will be billed.

T he  B u llv l iu .  M a rch . IQSh



FACULTY:
R i c h a r d  C .  V e i t h ,  M . D .

S t a f f  P s y c h ia t r is t

G e r i a t r i c  R e s e a r c h .  E d u c a t i o n  & C l i n i c a l  C e n t e r  

V e t e r a n s  A d m i n is t r a t i o n  M c d i c a l  C e n t e r  

A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P s y c h ia t r y ' &  B e h a v io r a l  S c i e n c e s  

U n iv e rs ity ' ' o f  W a s h i n g t o n .  S c h o o l  o f  M e d ic in e

K .  D a v i d  M c C o w e n ,  M . D .

E n d o c r i n o l o g i s t .  T a c o m a

J o s e p h  \V . R e g i m b a l ,  M . D .

G e r o n t o lo g i s t .  T a c o m a

D e n n i s  A .  H o o v e r .  P h a r m . D .

C l i n i c a l  C o o r d i n a t o r .  P h a r m a c y  

S t .  J o s e p h  H o s p i t a l .  T a c o m a

R o b e r t  C .  D a v i d s o n ,  M . D .

A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  M e d i c i n e

D i v i s i o n  o f  N e p h r o l o g v

U n iv e r s i t y  o f  W a s h i n g t o n .  S c h o o l  o f  M e d ic in e

T h e o d o r e  W .  S t e u d e l ,  M . D . ,  F . A . C ' . C .  

A s s is t a n t  C h i e f .  C a a l i o l o g y  S e r v i c e  

M e d i c a l  D ir e c t o r .  C r i t i c a l  C a r e  U n it  

M a d i g a n  A r m y  M e d ic a l  C e n t e r

A l a n  C h a i t ,  M . D .

P m l e s s o r  o f  M e d i c i n e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M e d i c i n e

D i v i s i o n .  M e t a b o l i s m .  E n d o c r i n o l o g y  &  N u t r i t io n  

I J n iv e r s it y  o f  W a s l u n g l o n ,  S c h o o l  o f  M c d i c i n c

D a v i d  G .  C l a r k ,  M . D .

C a n j i o l o g i s t .  T a c o m a

J o h n  J .  M a r i n i ,  M . D .

A s s o c i a t e  P m l e s s o r  o f  M e d ic in e  

V a n d e r b i lt  U n iv e r s i t y  H o s p it a l  

N a s h v i l l e .  T e n n e s s e e

P h i l i p  C .  C r a v e n ,  M . D .

I n f e c t i o u s  D i s e a s e  S p e c i a l i s t .  T a c o m a

A r t h u r R .  K n o d e l ,  M . D .

P u l m o n a r y  S p e c i a l i s t .  P u v a l lu p

F r e d r i c  N .  J a c k s o n ,  M . D .

M e d i c a l  D ir e c t o r .  R e s p i r a t o r y  T h e r a p y  

H i g h l m e  C o m m u n t i y  H o s p it a l  

R i v e r t o n  H o s p it a l

A s s is t a n t  C l i n i c a l  P r o f e s s o r  o f  M e d ic in e  

U n iv e r s i t y  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ,  S c h o o l  o f  M e d ic in e

R o n a l d  S .  S c o t t ,  P h . D . ,  M . D .

A s s is t a n t  P r o f e s s o r

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R a d i a t io n  O n c o l o g y

U n i v e r s i t y  o f W a s h i n g t o n ,  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e

W i l l i a m  P . S h u m a n ,  M . D .

D i r e c t o r  o f  C o m p u t e d  T o m o g r a p h y  

A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  

R a d i o l o g y  & R a d i a t io n  O n c o l o g y  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f W a s h i n g t o n .  S c h o o l  o f  M c d i c i n c

G a r r i s o n  H .  A y a r s ,  M . D .

A l l e r g i s t .  I n f e c t i o u s  D i s e a s e  S p e c i a l i s t

C l i n i c a l  A s s is t a n t  P r o f e s s o r

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ,  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e

P h i l i p  C .  L a r s o n ,  J r . ,  M . D .

P r o f e s s o r  o t  A n e s t h e s i a  &  S u r g e r y  ( N e u r o s u r g e r y )  

S t a n f o r d  U n iv e r s it y ' .  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e

M EM BERSH IP :

G e ra r d  YV. A m es, M .D . 

C la re n c e  L . A n d erso n , M .D . 

H o ra ce  A . A n d erso n , M .D . 

R ic h a r d  D. B a e rg , M .D . 

R ic h a r d  B a r r o n ia n ,  M .I ) .  

E r n s t  W . B a u r, M .D .
J a m e s  B illin g sley , M .D . 

W illia m  \V. B r a n d , M .D . 

B r u c e  B r a z in a , M .D .

B r u c e  D. B u c h a n a n , M .D . 

M ic h a e l C a m p b e ll, M .D . 

T im o th y  C h u n g , M .D .
D avid  C la r k ,  M .D .

J o h n  C o le n , M .D .

P h ilip  C . C ra v e n , M .I) . 
G e o rg e  D ely an is , M .D . 
C a rlis le  D ie tr ic h , M .D . 

R o d g e r S .  D ille , M .D .

Jo h n  C . D o e lle , M .D .

P a tr ic k  D onley, M .D .
J a m e s  K  E a r ly , M .D .
R o b e r t  R . E g g en , M .I) .

C a r l  N . E k m a n , M .D . 

L e o n a rd  P. E lie l ,  M .D . 
V a len cia  E ll io t t ,  M .D .

K evin  C . E llio t t ,  M .D . 

R o b e r t  E .  E ttlin g e r , M .D . 
E d w in  J .  F a ir b o u rn , M .D . 

J a m e s  F itz , M .D .
J a m e s  A . F ry , M .I ) .
M ich a e l G o e rss  M .D . 

R o n a ld  S . G o ld b e rg , M .D . 
R o n a ld  J .  O r a l’, M .D .
J a m e s  S . G r if f i th ,  M .D . 

W illia m  P. H au ser , M .D . 

M elv in  L . H en ry , M .D .

J o h n  H ill, M .D .

J a n  H o lm , M .D .

R o b e r t  L . H u c k , M .D .

J o h n  R .  H u d d k sto n e , M .D .

R a lp h  I I .  H u ff, M .D .
W illia m  B . Ja c k s o n , M .D . 

R a lp h  Jo h n s o n , M .D .

H a ro ld  Ii. Jo h n s to n , M .D . 

Ja c q u e lin e  R . Jo rg e n s e n , M .D . 

R o b e r t  A . K a lls e n , M .D .
Jo h n  A . K en n ed y , M .D .

T e sfa i G a b re  K id a n , M .D . 

C ly d e  H . K o o n tz , M .D .

G e o rg e  H . K r ic k ,  M .D .
J a m e s  D. K ru e g e r , M .D .

J a m e s  D. L a m b in g , M .D . 

R o b e r t  I^ in e, M .D .

C a lv in  R .  L a n lz , M .D .

E u g en e  S . L a p in , M .D .

D avid  Law , M .D .
W . H a rry  L aw so n , M .D . 

A n th o n y S . I^azar, M .D .

D avid  E . l^ee, M .D .

Jo n a th a n  A . L e v a n t, M .D . 
B ra d  L in d , M .D .

D avid L o h l, M .D .
M ich a e l I jOvy , M .D .

M a rc e l M a ld e n , M .D .
P e te r  K . M a rs h , M .D .

G a r th  R . M c B r id e , M .D .

K . D avid  M cC o w en , M .D . 
J o h n  R . M cD o n o u g h . M .D . 

J o h n  J .  M cK elv ey , M .D . 

A lex a n d er K . M ih a li, M .D . 
Ray M ille r, M .D .

D avid R . M u n o z , M .D .
Jo h n  P. N agle, M .D .
V ernon N essen , M .D .

Paul J .  N u ccio , M .D .

R o h ert A . O 'C o n n e ll ,  M .I). 

R ic h a rd  O liv ier , M .D .

W. D ale O v erfie ld  M .D .
H . Irv in g  P ie rce  M .D . 

R ay m o n d  J .  Pliskow , M .D .

W . M ic h a e l P r ie b e ,M .D .  
E d w a rd  J .  P rz a s n y sk i, M .D . 

G e o rg e  A . R a c e , M .D .

J o h n  R e d m o n d , M .D . 

M ic h a e l J .  R e g a la d o , M .D . 

H en ry  F. R e ta i l l ia u , M .D . 
W illia m  O . R ie k e , M .D . 

R ic h a r d  R o b in s o n , M .D . 

W illia m  L .  R o h n e r , M .D . 

C ra ig  T . R o m n ey , M .D . 

B e rn a r d  R o w e n , M .D .

Jo h n  H . R o w la n d s , M .D . 

H arv ey  N . S a le s , M .D .

J .  R o d n ey  S c h m id t , M .D . 

P aul D. S c h n e id e r , M .D . 
F r a n k  S e n e c a l ,  M .D .

A rth u r  M . S m ith ,  M .D . 

M ic h a e l J .  S p ig e r , M .D . 

A nn S te e le , M .D .

G a il  B . S t r a i t ,  M .D .

J a n ic e  S t r o m , M .D .

G a ry  T a u b m a n , M .D . 

W illia m  F. T a y lo r, M .D .

M a x  T h o m a s , M .D .
A lan  D. T ic e , M .D .

E ile e n  R .  T o th , M .D . 

C la re n c e  M . V ir tu e , M .D . 

J a m e s  B . W a g o n fe ld , M .D .

F. D en n is  W a ld ro n , M .D . 

R ic h a r d  E .  W a ltm a n , M .D . 

J .  D an ie l W an w ig, M .D . 

N eed h am  E .  W a rd , M .D . 
B a r r y  J .  W eled , M .D .
S id n ey  E  W h a le y , J r . ,  M .D . 

M a rs h a ll  W h ita c r e ,  M .D . 

R o b e r t  It. W h itn e y , M .D . 

D avid  E .  W ilh y d e , M .D . 

J a m e s  W ilso n , J r . ,  M .D . 

W illia m  H . W rig h t , M .D . 
A m y T . Yu , M .D .

' / ' b e  l U i U e t / n ,  M a r c h ,  i VHf i



M O RN IN G — M A R C H  13—THURSDAY
GERONTOLOGY

8:15 Registration—Continental Breakfast
8:30 T R E A T M E N T  O F  D EPR ESSIO N  & A N X IE T Y
9:15 D IA B E T IC  M A N A G EM EN T: W H EN  TO  DO W H A T & TO  W H O M

10:00 Break
10:10 M A LN U T R IT IO N  IN  T H E  G O LD EN  Y E A R S
10 55 DRUG A B U S E  & M ISU SE
11:40 Question/Answer
11:55 Lunch—No Host

A F T E R N O O N -M A R C H  13—TH URSDAY

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE
1:30

2:15
3:00
3:10

3:55

4:40
t o

5:00

H Y P ER T EN SIO N : UPD A TE ON N EW  DIAGNOSTIC &
T H E R A P E U T IC  IN TER V EN T IO N S  

C H O L E S T E R O L : H OW  H IGH IS TOO H IG H  & W H Y
Break
C A LC IU M  B LO C K IN G  AGENTS IN T H E  T R E A T M E N T  O F  

C O M PLIC A T IO N S O F  M YO C A R D IA L ISC H EM IA  
PR A C TIC A L ASPECTS O F  SC R EEN IN G  FO R  CO RO N A RY A R T ER Y  DIS

EA SE
Question/Answer

Richard C. Veith, M.D.
K. David McCowen, M.D.

Joseph W. Regimbal, M.D. 
Dennis A. Hoover, Pharm.D.

Robert C. Davidson. M.D. 

Alan Chait, M.D.

Theodore W. Stcudel, M.D. 

DavidG. Clark, M.D.

M O RN IN G — M A R C H  14— FRIDAY

PULMONARY DISEASE
8:15 Registration—Continental Breakfast
8 30 R ESPIR A T O R Y  M U S C L E  FA ILU R E
9 15 F U T U R E  G EN ERA TIO N  C E PH A LO SPO R IN S:

UPDATE IN R ESPIR A T O R Y D ISEA SE
10:00 Break
10 10 R EC O G N ITIO N  & T R E A T M E N T  O F  PO ST O PE R A T IV E

PU LM O N A R Y  C O M PLICA TIO N S  
10:55 V EN T ILA T O R  M A N A G EM EN T: N EW  W EA N IN G  T EC H N IQ U ES
11:40 Question/Answer
11:55 Lunch—No Host

A FT ER N O O N — M A R C H  14— FRIDAY

HIGH TECH MEDICINE
1:30

2:15
3:00
3:10

3:55
4:40
to

5:00

L A S E R  B R O N C H O SC O PY  IN T H E  M A N A G EM EN T  
O F  T R A C H EO B R O N C H IA L LESIO N S  

H Y P E R T H E R M IA : N E W  D IR EC TIO N S IN C A N C ER  T R E A T M E N T
Break
N U C L E A R  M A G N ETIC R ESO N A N C E: N EW  H O R IZO N S IN  

DIAGNOSTIC R A D IO LO G Y  
PSEU D O IM M U N O LO G Y: H IG H  T E C H  Q U A C K ER Y
Question/Answer

John J. Marini, M.D. 
Philip C. Craven, M.D.

ArthurR. Knodel, M.D. 

JohnJ. Marini, M.D.

Fredric N. Jackson, M.D. 

Ronald D. Scott, Ph.D.. M.D. 

William P. Shuman, M.D. 

Garrison H. Ayars. M.D.

Coordinator: John H. Rowlands, M. D.

REGISTRATION:
Paid preregistration required before March 10, 1986 
Registration fee for non-members $75.00

A L L  W H O  PLA N  TO A TTEN D  A R E  A SK ED  
TO RESPON D . P L E A S E  F I L L  O U T CO UPO N  

AND R ET U R N  TO :
COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION, 705 SOUTH 9TH, #203 

TACOMA, WA 98405 PHONE 627-7137 
ACCREDITATION: Credits Based on Attendance 

—14 Hours Potential

□  I  a m  a  m e m b e r  U  1 a m  n o t  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  T a c o m a  A c a d e m y  o f  

I n t e r n a ]  M e d i c i n e  a n d  w i l l  b e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e s s i o n  o n  M a r c h  

13 ,  14 ,  1 9 8 6 .

□  I  w i l l  h e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  d i n n e r  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g ,  M a r c h  14 ;  p l e a s e  m a k e  r e s 

e r v a t i o n s  f o r  m y s e l f  a n d  g u e s t s  a n d  h i l l  m e  at  t h e  a d d r e s s  l i s t e d  b e l o w :

N  a m e ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

A d d  r e s s ________________________________________________________________________________________________

N o n - m e m b e r s  p l e a s e  c i w l n \ r  e l i e t k  f o r  $ 7 5 . 0 0  p a y a b l e  t o  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  

M e d i c a l  h j i u c a t i o n .



r  COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION 
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAMS SCHEDULED FOR 1985-86  

P = Physician Course /  A -  Allied Health Course
MARCH

STJ 6 AMBULATORY SURGERY CHILTON (A)
STJ 11 ALTERNATIVE DELIVERY SYSTEMS NICHOLS (A)
JH 13,14 ★ TACOMA ACADEMY OF INTERNAL MEDICINE ROWLANDS (P)
JH 15 *  DAYS OF PEDIATRICS SCHERZ (P/A)
STJ 25 CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION (CPR) ROMINES (P)

APRIL
UPS 25 ,26 *  TACOMA SURGICAL CLUB TAYLOR (P)
JH 2 ,9 ,1 6 ,2 3  ★ Tac Gen Clinical Conf - INFECTIOUS DISEASE TICE (P)

★ HOME HEALTH SERVICES KATTERHAGEN (P)

MAY
STJ 1 CRISIS INGRAHAM (A)
JH 15,16 ★CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE REVIEW STRAIT (P)

JUNE
JH ★ADVANCED CARDIAC LIFE SUPPORT (P/A)

P re-reg istra tion  is r eq u ired  for all a b o v e  c o u r s e s

For further information or registration 
call College of Medical Education 

Tacoma 627-7137

PHYSICIANS— HAVE YOU PRACTICED CPR LATELY? HAS YOUR CARD EXPIRED?

ATTEND A CPR TRAINING SESSION— Physicians Only—W ITHOUT CHARGE

March 25 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

St. Joseph Hospital Education Center 
South Pavilion—3rd Floor 
Tacoma

Sponsored by: COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION
ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL 
PIERCE COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

TO REGISTER CALL: 627-7137

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED—At least 1 week preceding each session!



Report from Medical Pharmacy 
Inter-Disciplinary Committee
By Robert J. Martin, MD

Fewer problems with drug abuse. 
New problems arising.

O ver the past year there have b een  
fewer problem s w ith  abuse o f  Schedule  
II drugs, m issing  prescriptions, etc. 
H owever, n ew  prob lem s have taken 
their place and n eed  to be brought to 
the a tten tio n  o f  th e  m ed ica l c o m 
munity.

Certainly in this day o f  co st conta in 
m ent and trem endou s em phasis on  
using our m edical dollars w isely, it is in 
m ost physicians’ interest to be aware o f  
th e  c o st  o f  m ed ica tio n s . H ow ever, 
w h e n  q u o t in g  p r ic e s  o f  d ru gs to 
p a tie n ts , it w o u ld  b e  w ise  to be  
relatively specific  as to the source o f  the 
quoted price. It b eco m es very awkward 
for both  the patient and pharm acist 
w h en  the patieni presents a prescrip
tion and d iscovers there is a significant 
difference in co st sim ply  b ecause the 
patient w ent to a pharm acy other  than 
the o n e  the physician  had used  as his 
price reference.

A lon g  the sam e lines, the Ethics 
G uidelines o f  our cou n ty  Society  make 
it quite clear that it is unethical for us as 
physicians to direct business to any 
sp ecific  pharmacy; that does not, h o w 
ever, inhibit us from pointing out to 
patients the services that various phar
m acies m ay provide and the prices o f  
m edications if  that information is know n  
to us. The ch o ice  o f  pharmacy, however, 
remains that o f  the patient.

A pparently so m e o ffices are pressed  
for tim e and have resented calls from  
pharm acists relative to p rescrip tion  
refills. In resp on se  to this, so m e o ffices  
have lim ited hours during w h ich  tim e  
they w ill accep t such  calls. This p o ses  
a clear problem  for the pharm acist w'ho 
has a patient in front o f  him  in need  o f  
m edication  and  certainly m o st phar
m acists w o u ld  also prefer to n o t be in 
the p o sitio n  o f  having to m ake the call.

A few  offices have so lv ed  this p ro b 
lem by having a separate line w ith  a 
recording d ev ice  and the pharm acist 
can leave a request k n o w in g  h e  or sh e

w ill receive a return call w ith in  a lim ited  
p eriod  o f  tim e. If the physicians feel 
they  m ust lim it hours during w h ich  
they w ill take calls for prescription  
refills, it is incu m b en t u p on  them  to 
adequately inform  their patients o f  this 
p o licy  to try and m in im ize any friction  
in this regard. T he pharm acists w ou ld  
b e  very appreciative.

o u t a date. T his tends to b e  particularly  
true for em ergen cy  room  physicians 
and so m e  o f  the c o n v e n ie n c e  c lin ics  
w h ere  there is apparently  a sign ifican t 
turnover o f  physicians. It w o u ld  be  
helpfu l if  th o se  physicians in particular  
w ou ld  take tim e to see  that the required  
in fo rm a tio n  is o n  the p rescr ip tio n  
blank.

O ne problem  w h ich  has not been  
r eso lv e d  over  the past year is the  
Schedule II drug prescriptions the phar
m acists receive  w ith o u t a ph ysician ’s 
nam e o f  DEA num ber and o ften  w ith 

it takes n o  great effort to resolve these  
p rob lem s but each  o f  us in  the m ed ica l 
co m m u n ity  m ust d o  our part and th en  
patient, physician  and pharm acist alike 
w ill reap the benefits. ■

In q nursing center, there 
is no substitute for caring.

At Manor Care, we believe there is no substitute for caring. We have attractive 
facilities, rehabilitation and recreation programs — all are im portant. But none o f  
these benefits can take the place of people who genuinely care. People to listen, 
to reassure, or just be there.

We’re proud o f the caring attitude o f our staff. Come see it for yourself. Drop
in at Manor Care for a casual visit 
anytime, or call in advance if you  
wish. See what a nursing center can 
be, when people cate enough.

MANOR CARE 
OF MEADOW PARK

NURSING 6  REHABILITATION CENTER

5601  South Orchard Street 
Tacom a • (2 0 6 )4 7 4  - 8421

Kyle Bowman, Administrator

Clare Spodobalski, R.N ., Director 
o f Nursing Services

Kathy Carenbauer, Admissions Director

T h e  H u lie tin ,  March, 1986  15



A Look Back . . .
THE MEDICINE MAN

C o m m e n c in g J a n u a r y ,  1882, it w a s  
r e q u ir e d  by  l a w  th a t  a l l  th o s e  p r a c t i c 
in g  m e d ic in e  in  W ash in g ton  T err ito ry  
m u st r e g is t e r  w ith  th e  C o u n ty  a u t h o r i 
ties. T he f ir s t  p h y s ic ia n  to  r e g is te r  in  
P ie r c e  C o u n ty  te a s  D o c t o r  C h a r le s  
H a d le y  S p in n in g , th e  l e g e n d a r y  c a n o e  
a n d  s a d d l e  d octor . H e l e a s  n e v e r  a  
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  P C . M .S.. b u t  h i s  
in f lu e n c e  p r e d ic a t e d  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  
S o c ie ty  . . . to b e s t  s e r v e  tb e  h e a lth  
n e e d s  o f  t b e  C o u n ty  . . . f o r  t h r e e  
d e c a d e s  p r i o r  to th e S oc iety  s incej>tion.

T h e life o fC .H . S p in n in g  ty p ifies the  
w in n in g -o f-th e -w est sty le  p io n e e r  l ie  
w as b orn  o n  the frontier, in Indiana, in 
1821. He a tten ded  the c o m m o n  sc h o o ls  
o f  that day. th en  w en t to the State 
U n iversity  at B lo o m in g to n . H e taught 
s c h o o l  for five years. W hen his v o u n g  
w ife  d ied  in ch ild b irth , the l lo o s ie r  
sc h o o lm a ste r  turned  to the stu d y  o f  
m e d ic in e  and en ro lled  at the C incinnati 
E clectic  M edical C ollege.

In M arch o f  1851 C.H, S p in n in g  
s ig n e d  o n  w ith  his b rother Ben to ca p 
tain a w a g o n  train h ea d in g  for O regon  
City in Septem ber 1851. There Spinning  
w as m arried  to a girl w h o  had  travelled  
w est w ith  them . He w orked  in a saw m ill 
in Portland that first w in ter  and  w h en  
stim m er arrived he and his brother  
w en t north  to settle  o n  d o n ation  claim s 
in the C h eh alis valley. E achJanuary the  
C h eh alis river o v e r flo w e d  its banks, 
d e str o y in g  the im p ro v em en ts  they'd  
m a d e o n  their land. D u ring  the Indian  
u p risin g s o f  1 8 5 5 -5 6  the S p in n in g s  
jo in ed  th e  o th e r  settlers in the area in 
b u ild in g  Fort C laquato, and they  all 
lived  there until the uprisings w ere over. 
W hen p eace was restored the Spinnings  
had h ad  e n o u g h  o f  h o stile  Indians and  
h ig h  w ater, a n d  d e c id e d  to lo ca te  
e lsew here. In 1858 they settled  in Pierce 
C o u n ty  and in 1860 S p in n in g  filed  on  
a p re -em p tio n  claim  o f  160 acres w h ich  
is n o w  part o f  Fern Hill in the c ity  ot 
T acom a.

In 1853 w h e n  Isaac S tev en s had  
arrived to a ssu m e h is d u ties  as first

g o v ern o r  o f  W ash ington  Territory, C.H. 
S p in n in g  had b e e n  a m o n g  th e  d e le g a 
tion  o f  settlers to greet h im . S p in n in g  
th en  serv ed  the first tw o  term s in the  
n ew  Territorial Legislature as a rep resen 
tative from  Lewis C ounty.

In 1862 the P uyallup  Indian A gen cy  
was esta b lish ed  to carry ou t th e  p r o v i
s io n s o f  the M ed icine Creek Treaties and  
S p in n in g w a s  a p p o in te d  the first p h y si
c ian  to serve  the P uyallu p  A gency. He 
c o n tin u e d  in that capacity for ten years. 
T hree reservations w ere in c lu d ed  in this 
A gency: the Puyallup, the N isqually and  
the Sq uaxin . T h e  S p in n in g  fam ily  lived  
o n  the P uyallup reservation  just abou t 
w h ere  the Satiacum  S m o k e sh o p  is lo 
ca ted  now . From  here D o cto r  S p in n in g  
m ade his rou n d s a tten d in g  the m ed ica l 
n eed s o f  the w id e ly  scattered  p o p u la 
tion  by h orseb ack , c a n o e  and row b oat.

At that tim e there w as o n ly  o n e  o th er  
ph ysician  in  P ierce C o u n ty  . . . D o cto r  
W in z  at Fort S te ila co o m . w h o  lim ited  
his care to surgery w ith in  the c o n fin e s  
< >f the Fort. D o c to r  S p in n in g  w as p h y si
cian to the w h o le  c iv ilian  p o p u la tio n . 
Indians and  settlers, ol P ierce County', 
e x cep t fur a lew  itinerant praction ers  
p assing  through , for that d ecade.

S p in n in g  sp o k e  C h in o o k  jargon  
fluently, the c o m m o n  language o f  the  
N orth w est Indians, and co n tr ib u ted  a 
great deal toward the accep tan ce  o n  the  
p a n  o f  the Indians o f  their reservation  
status, l ie  in corp orated  m anv o f  the  
traditional Indian m e d ic in e s  in to  his 
prescriptions, cultivating the w ild  herbs 
and roots o n  his farm and d ry ing  them  
in his attic.

H is v isits to the Sq uaxin  R eservation  
o n  Squaxin Island, eight m iles o ffsh o re  
from  th e  N isq u a lly  R eservation , he  
m ade year-round in any kind o f  w eather  
by row boat Ft >r several years he was the  
o n ly  non -In d ian  to visit the Island.

O n e  day in 180-j D o cto r  S p in n in g  
fo u n d  a man out o n  the tideflats w h o  
w as apparently  in trouble. I Ie w a s jo b b  
C an, and he was ill w iih  p n eu m o n ia . 
D o cto r  S p inn ing  took  him  to his h o m e

o n  the Puyallup R eservation and nursed 
h im  back  to h ea lth . After h e  had re
co v ered , Carr to ld  h im  that he was look
in g  for a site for a saw m ill. Spinningwas 
fam iliar w ith  all o f  th e  reg io n  and knew 
o f  just the p lace. T h ey  se t o u t by canoe 
for the bay w h ic h  th e  Indians called 
O g e b o u lip ,  w h e r e  th e  h ills  sloped 
d o w n  to the sh o re  in a semi-circle 
r in g ed  by h u g e  sta n d s o f  timber. The 
site  su ite d  Carr p e r fec tly  . . .  he took 
the c la im  and bu ilt the first house in 
w h at is n o w  T acom a.

In 18 —2 D o c to r  S p in n in g  left the 
R eservation  and  d e v o te d  his tim e to the 
severa l farm s h e  had  acqu ired  in the 
C o u n ty . H e  c o n t in u e d  to  practice 
m e d ic in e  and  to farm , w h ile  moving 
from  o n e  lo ca lity  to a n o th er  in Pierce 
C ou nty , un til h is e ig h ty -n in th  year. In 
1911. at th e  age o f  n inety , D octor  Spin
n in g  d ie d  at th e  h o m e  o f  his daughter 
in Prosser.

O n ly  tw ic e  d id  th e  lure o f  the city 
ca u se  S p in n in g  to leave th e  o p e n  space 
b e h in d .  In 18^-t h e  b o u g h t  Judge 
W hite's m a n sio n  in O ld  Tacoma and 
th ey  liv ed  th ere  th ree  years. Again in 
1885, w h e n  th e  A nnie W right Seminary 
o p e n e d  in  T a c o m a  th e  Spinnings 
retu rn ed  to to w n  so  that their two 
daughters c o u ld  atten d  this fine school. 
W h ile  h ere , o n e  o f  th e  daughters 
b eca m e  ill w ith  a p p en d ic itis  and, in 
sp ite  o f  the D o cto r's  lo v in g  and anxious 
care w ith  h is h erb s a n d  pou ltices, she 
d ied .

D o c to r  S p in n in g  w as n o t a surgeon, 
and  w a s o p p o s e d  to  th e  letting of 
b lo o d , as p r a c tic ed  by the allopathic 
p h y sic ia n s o f  that day. H e practiced a 
k in d  o f  n a tu ro p a th y , u s in g  natural 
r em ed ies  an d  herb s. In fact he was a 
d o c to r  by p o lit ica l a p p o in tm en t only, 
h av in g  left w ith  th e  w a g o n  train for 
O re g o n  four m o n th s  sh o rt o f  gradua
tio n  from  C in c in n a ti E c lectic  Medical 
C o llege .

Early in  1890 th e  Legislature o f the 
State o f  W a sh in g to n  e n a c te d  a law 
req u iring  all th o s e  p ra c tic in g  medicine



in the State to b e  licen sed  by the State 
Medical Exam ining Board. D octor Spin
ning, n o w  in his seventies, con tin u ed  to 
deliver bab ies and prescribe m ed ic in e  
u n d au n ted , w ith o u t  su b m itt in g  to 
exam ination by the State Board. He w as 
an Institution by then , m uch loved  by 
the co m m u n ity  and h o n o re d  . . . even  
by m any o f  the doctors.

As a frontier doctor his training and  
his inclinations w ere w ell su ited to the  
profession. He practiced the healing arts 
as adapted to the lives o f  the settlers and . 
Indians he cared for, lon g  before  the  
hospital structures appeared and before  
the structure o f  the M edical Society. As 
the frontier disappeared he con tin u ed  
to tend his garden o f  herbs, drying them  
in his attic— and, crossing  the cou n try
side by horse and buggy now, m inister
ing his healing art.

T he P.C.M.S., in a gallant gesture o f  
profession;!] courtesy, overlooked  D o c 
tor S p inning’s activities as they scoured  
Pierce C ou nty  search ing o u t and pro
secuting all th ose  "irregular and illegal” 
practitioners w ith in  the area.

^DIAPER RASH^ti
IS NOT A WAY OF LIFE

You can recommend professional
diaper service with confidence.

•  Laboratory Controlled. Each month 
a random sample of our diapers is 
subjected to exhaustive studies in a 
biochemical laboratory.

•  Utmost Convenience. Thanks to pick 
up and delivery service, our product 
comes when you need it.

•  Economical. All this service, all this 
protection against diaper rash costs 
far less than paper diapers — only 
pennies more a day than home- 
washed diapers.

CAUTION TO YOUR PATIENTS. It is illegal to 
dispose of human excrement in garbage. 
Parents are doing this with paper/plastic 
diapers. "Disposable" is a misnomer.

TACOMA
383-BABY

Baby
Diaper
Service

WA TO LL FREE  
1-800-562-B A B Y

Washington's Oldest, M ost Trusted 
Professional Diaper Service 

Serving Our Second Generation

!F

In N ovem ber 1889 D octor  W inter- 
mute, w atchful chairm an o f  the P.C.M.S. 
Board o f  Censors, had harshly rebuked  
D o cto r  Charles M cC utcheon  for his 
“u n professional c o n d u ct in co n su ltin g  
w ith  a p erson  n oto r io u sly  unqualified  
for ih e  practice o f  m edicine.” T he g e n 
ial D octor M cCutcheon, superintendent 
o f  Fannie P addock  H ospital, had p ro 
bab ly  deferred to D o cto r  Sp inn ing  out

o f  k in d n ess and o u t o f  respect lor the  
o ld  g en tlem a n ’s hero ic  past. W inter- 
m ute didn't press his charges at the  
fo llo w in g  m eetings, but it was n o ted  by 
the secretary-treasurer that the torm er  
p r e s id e n t ,  H.C. B o s tw ic k , w a s in 
arrears, never h aving paid his in itiation  
fee to th e  P.C.M.S. nor any o f  the am ount 
o f  d u e s  o w e d  b y  h im  d u r in g  h is  
m em bersh ip . ■
Firsl fnihlislxcl in tlx Bulletin, Oct., 1975.

. in \s
autS a ^
p t o v m g » ; ; ,

,sfe*B*giS^sSi
'The ^  .,w es^cexperts. revenues- 1VC obleL . (c r

0 ? e g ° ' ' e^ \ Co " r

Prodata

T h e  B u l l e t i n ,  M a r c h ,  1 9 8 0  17



1986-87 O ffice rs 
N om inated .

S h aron  A nn L aw son. N o m in a tin g  
C hairm an, and  Susie Duffy, President- 
E lect, m et w ith  J u d y  B aerg, Sonya  
H aw kins, N ad in e K ennedy, Kit Larson. 
Marny W eber and  Kris W hite to prepare  
the slate o f  officers for 1986-8“ T hey are
as fo llo w s:

P resident-elect  
1st V ice P resident  
2 n d  V ice P resident 
3rd V ice  P resident  
4 th  V ice  P resident 
R eco rd in g  Secretary  
Treasurer 
D u es Treasurer

Beverly Graham  
Marny W eber 
Alice W ilb yde  
Linda B ede  
Terri Stewart 
Kris W hite  
H elen  W h itn ey  
B etty  Virtue

“ P.S. I love the c a rd  
d e s ig n ! S te fa n  is  
re a lly  ta len ted ”

Our Medical Auxiliary would like to 
acknowledge all Pierce County 
Medical Society sons and daughters 
who will be graduating from High 
School this spring. We want to be a 
small part of this very special day. 
Please send me the name and 
school of your graduating senior. 
Your prompt response would be 
appreciated. Beverly Graham, 3301 
N. Shirley, Tacoma, WA 98407 or 
phone 752-3457 p.m!s please.

p r o d u c e d  h o lid a y  ca rd s that w e r e  
o rd ered . T h ere  w ere few er m ed ica l  
fam ilies that c o n tr ib u te d  this year, but 
the in d iv id u a l d o n a tio n s  w ere  slig h tly  
h igh er  than in  p rev io u s years.

C arolyn M odarelli w as in charge o f  
the art co n test and  has reported that the  
p ro m o tio n  and  judging o f  this first tim e  
en d ea v o r  "was fun." T h o se  ch ild ren  
w h o  c o n tr ib u te d  th e ir  p ic tu r e s  all 
received  a personal letter from  C arolyn, 
as their in d iv id u a l e ffo r ts w ere w ell 
don e.

We are in terested  in rece iv in g  in for
m a tio n  from  the m ed ica l c o m m u n ity

a b o u t the 1985 h o lid a y  Sharing Card. 
P lea se  ad d ress y o u r  c o m m e n ts  to Shar- 
ron  G ilbert, 13510 9 4 th  St., KPN Gig 
H a r b o r  9 8 3 3 5  a n d /o r  Carolyn 
M odarelli, 7514 91st Ave., SW, Tacoma 
9 8 4 9 8 .

H ouse of Delegates 
sp ring  convention 
conning up in April.

T he sp ring  c o n v e n tio n  o f  the WSMSA 
H o u se  o f  D e leg a te s  w ill b e  held  at the 
H o lid a y  Inn, Yakim a, WA, April 28-30, 
1986.

D e le g a t e s  are s e l e c t e d  by the 
N o m in a t in g  C o m m it te e ,  Sharon 
L aw son , C h a irp erson . T he number of 
d e leg a te s  a tten d in g  is determ ined by 
A u xiliary  m e m b er sh ip . At this time 
P ierce  C o u n ty  is a llo w ed  7. If you are 
in terested  in a tten d in g  as a delegate, 
alternate or are an in terested  member, 
p lea se  call Sh aron  (5 6 4 -6 6 4 7 ) or Susie 
D uffy, p r e s id e n t-e le c t (863-4314).

T his letter w as received  several w eek s  
ago  from  W inter H aven , Florida.

"Dear Mrs. Miller.
Thctnk you  s o  m u ch  fo r  se n d in g  

m e a  c o p y  o f  th e P ie r c e  C ou n ty  
M ed ic a l A u x ilia ry  s h a r in g  ca rd .  / 
r e a l ly  e n jo y e d  s e e in g  h o w  su ccess fu l 
it w as. You c e r ta in ly  h a v e  m a n y  
g en e r o u s  m em b ers I

H a p p y  N ew  Year a n d  best w ishes  
f o r a  w o n d e r fu l  '86 a n d  a  g r e a t  E P F  
year.

S in c er e ly  
P r isc e lla  G e r b e r  
N a t io n a l AM A-EPF 
C h a ir m a n

Sharron G ilbert, C hairm an for AMA- 
ERF rep orted  to date that $1 ,352.-)7 has 
b e e n  rece iv ed  for this project and  w ill 
b e  in crea sed  sligh tly  w h en  the final 
c h e c k  is rece iv ed  for the co m m ercia lly

Allenmore 
Medical Center

22 acre campus adjacent to 156 bed Humana Hospital. 
Centrally located; freeway access; ample parking. All in
clusive rental rates; suite construction allowances.

•  Limited number of medical suites now available.

•  Fully improved suite available with no improvement 
costs to leasee.

(206) 383-2201 
Warren R. Westad, Business Manager

S. 19th and Union • Suite B-1005 •  Tacoma, WA 98405

IS The H u U e tiu , M a rc h ,



And the “lucky 
winner” is. . .

T he draw ing for the Victorian Man
sion (a l-i room  d o ll-h ou se) will take 
place March 11th at the co m b in ed  M edi
cal Society  and Auxiliary m eetin g  to be  
held at the Fircrest C ountry Club. P ro
ceed s from this raffle w ill go  towards 
N eig h b o rh o o d  H ouse. This organiza
tion c o n d u cts  art classes for handi
ca p p ed  persons. Funds are n eed ed  for 
art supp lies, m atting, framing, etc. It is 
h o p ed  that the artists w ill have a Spring 
Art Show.

The con stru ctio n  has been  d o n e  by 
Dr. Martin Schaeferle and sons. Approx
im ately 9(1 hours has b een  spent in the  
co n stru ctio n . T he lucky w inn er w ill 
paint the exterior and d o  the other  
d e c o r a t in g  w ith  th e ir  o w n  c o lo r  
preferences. A surprise Valentine add i
tion lo the doll h ou se  was presented by 
Kris W hite and Diana Ames, co-chairs  
o f  this project. D inner tickets will be  
given to the Auxiliary m em ber selling  
the m ost tickets. T hese are still available 
and are $1.00 each or 6  for $5 .00 .

Gourmet Couples 
Group meet.

A sm all, but enthusiastic  group m et 
Jan. 25, fora  superb Italian dinner. We 
h o p e  m any m ore co u p le s w ill join us 
for the March 22 and April 26  dinners, 

i It involves so  little work for such a great 
evening. Call lo make your reservations: 
Mary O .r  .! 'lo

V -  ------------ -  - - - -

Notice to 
Readers.. .
MSPC m em bers w ho are interested  
in contributing articles o f  interest 
and pertinence lo  Tbe Bulletin  are 
urged to do so. The editor reserves 
the right not to publish any article 
submitted, based on space available 
and pertinence o f  the topic. Articles 
should be lim ited to four double  
spaced, typewritten pages or 1,000 
words. Exceptions to this may be 
m ade by prior arrangement with 
the editor. Call the m anaging editor 
for information on article subm is 
sion, 572-3666.

Pain & Stress Medical Clinic
Jan Oravetz, MD, FACA 

Comprehensive treatment of chronic pain conditions 
Substance abuse treatment

Custer Preventive Center 
7509 Custer Road W est 
Tacom a, W ashington 98467

472-8272

Member of American Pain Society and International Association for the Study of Pain

Puget Sound Collections Inc.
Endorsed by the Medical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional collection  services 
to the m e d ica l com m unity since 1960, 
benefiting  all M ed ical Society M em bers.

M e m b e r .  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e c t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
M e d i c a l / D e n t a l  H o s p i t a l  B u r e a u s  ot  A m e r i c a

David M ichaud, 
G eneral M anager

Puget Sound  
C ollection s Inc
( 2 0 6 )  383-5011 
914 A  S t r e e t  
P O  Box 1213 
T a c o m a  WA 98401

T b c j  H i f / h ' l l i t ,  M a r c h .  I ' t X h



CLASSIFIED

M e d ic a l O f f ic e  Space A v a ila b le

4 th  & K. Ci mvenient to Tacoma General and 
Mary Bridge. "W to 1200 sq. It. Call 59-t-1355.

Office space available. In professional 
building at North 2~th and Adams Si reel. Call 
Richard Baker, 759-6KOO.
For lease. 1500 Sq. Ft. in Medical Denial 
Building, Lakewood. Excellent Visibility. 
8509 Steilacoom Blvd.. 58-t-t>20U.
Excellent University Place location.
Office space for rent for any m edical 
speciality to share with General Practi
tioners. Phone 50-1-8900.

P h y s ic ia n s  N e e d e d

Orthopedic surgeon wanted as consultant 
for outpatient occupational medical clinics 
located in Seattle and Tacoma. Call Gary 
Hamilton at l- ilS -272-9292.
General or Family Practitioners needed 
for part or full time out-patient physicians. 
Send inquiries and CV to Health Specialists, 
CIO  Dr. Gentry Yeatman. 5602 -O h  St. 
Court. Gig Harbor 98355, Phone 851-9(>i6.

F o r  Sale

Gynecologist medical equipment, i ncl titl
ing eolposcope. Will sell complete or sep
arately. Obstetrical & Gynecological Asso
ciates. P.S. 10109 Plaza Drive. SAX. ~5,Tac< >tna. 
W A 98 i99, 58-1-1911.
Gig Harbor. W aterfront, contemporary 
style, excellent location. Shops and park 
within walking distance. This immaculate 
hom e has 5 bedrooms and possible separate 
apartment with full bath. 5 1 5 9 ,0 0 0 , Call 
Sally Bell at Spot Realty Pentac, 858-8355 or 
583-2064. Home. 265-33-16,

3 3 ' Carver Voyager with flybridge. 1981 
twin engine. Sleeps 6. immaculate condi
tion. Includes private boathouse at Tacoma 
Yacht Club (S-tO.OO per month) in new con 
dition, Transferring to Mid-West. Must sell. 
S65.0O0. Neil. Days 56-1-8525, evenings 
564-2 l i9 .

w e a & t

a u n y e n y

t& Cw6-

u & .

Union Avenue Pharmacy 
2302 S. Union Ave., Tacoma 

752-1705

DISCOUNT
ALLENMORE “A ” BUILDING

P r a c t i c e - r e a d y  o f f i c e  s u i te  lo  
s u b le a s e .  S u i ta b le  fo r  o n e  o r  
tw o  p e r s o n s .  A ll  le a s e h o ld  
im p r o v e m e n t s  i n c lu d e d .  V e r y  
a t t r a c t i v e  re n t  s t r u c tu r e .

C a l l  D rs . L lo v d  E lm e r  o r  J im  
K o m o r o u s  752-7705 fo r  
de ta i ls .

Computerized Testing 
B y  Fastest

Psychological, Vocational, 
Educational

Adult and Children

Harold B. Johnston, MD, P.S.
Allenm ore Medical Center, B-3009  

South 19th & Union 
Tacoma, WA 98405  

Telephone 383-2413

IDEAL 
LOCATION

Unique, single-story offices lo  lease or ow n, in the 
heart ol Federal Way's new medical district. Just 
minutes from  St. Francis Hospital and proposed 
Mason Clinic. Excellent visibility, accessibility. 

Staff and patient parking at Ihe door.
Call Venture Equities at 

3 5 7 -7 8 8 0 , O lym pia or 4 7 3 -4 3 3 0 , Tacoma.

Featuring 
Tacoma's Finest Homes

Richard C. Pessemier 
Sales Associate

272-4138 OFFICE 759-2699 HOME

Swanson-M cGoldrick, Inc.
W ASH IN G TO N  BU ILD IN C  SUITE 302 

T A C O M A . W ASH INGTO N  98402

Locum tenens needed from 
5/12/86 to 6/9 /86  
for occupational medicine 
clinic in tideflats

F.P. or O.M. specialist preferred. 
Write or call 

Executive Director,
521 South K, Tacoma, WA 98405 

627-9151

€l€CTROLVSIS
Helene Block, ft.€.

3509 S. 14th St., Tacoma 98405 
759-1151

Introducing new, computerized 
€lectro-B lend €p ilo to r with 

A ir Desensitizer
Member: Washington State electrolysis flssn. and 

€lectrolysls International flssn.

Trained: Kree International Institute oP electrolysis, NV 
and UUIIshlre Blvd. School, Los Angeles

Improve Cash Flow
A  c o m p u te r  in  your o ff ic e  can im p ro v e  cash f lo w  a n d  in c re a se  o ffice  
e ff ic ie n c y . By o f fe r in g  a va r ie ty  o f  system s, we can  h e lp  y o u  f in d  The 
C o m p u te r  System to  m e e t y o u r  s p e c if ic  needs.

Systems start as low  as $5,000 
or less than $140 per m onth

•  Single or multi-user systems
•  Maintain accouints receivable
•  Medical word processing & more

Contact Dan Rivera —  564-3581 
for com plim entary needs analysis

•  Complete training and installation
•  Insurance and Patient Billing
•  90 day full credit system exchange

7822A 27th St. W est, Tacoma, WA

20 T h e  B u l le t in .  March. 1980



BUDTRUEBENBACH:

"TALKING TO ANYOTHER BANK WAS A WASTE!’
Pacific Periodicals is the third largest 

library in Tacoma. They have 20 ,000  volumes 
on their shelves.

But they don’t lend their books and m aga
zines. They sell them. And what magazines they 
don’t sell, they shred. Pacific Periodicals shreds 
80  tons of recyclable waste paper a month.

“M agazines are as perishable as peas and car
rots!’ says Hud Truebenbach, general manager.

“T h a t’s been the trouble with dealing with 
banks',' he says. "Other banks were only interested 
in collateral. Half of my $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  inventory

ends up as shreds each month when we pass the 
newsstand date."

“No one would look at us for debt service or 
cash flow beyond the balance sheet.”

T h at is, no one except North Pacific Bank. 
“North Pacific looked at our business, our 

track record over the past five years and our plans 
for the future. T h at’s the kind of partnership a 
business needs from a bank—not an adversary 
position’,' said Bud.

Today Pacific Periodicals has 4 5  employees 
and services more than 5 0 0  retail outlets.

North Pacific Bank is committed to helping 
independent business in and around Tacoma. 
We believe that going to a bank for a loan 
shouldn’t make you feel like you've been through 
a shredder.

If you’ve read any good books lately, chances 
are they cam e from Pacific Periodical Services 
in the Lakewood-Tacoma Industrial Park.

If your bank isn’t well read on the needs 
of vour business, call T h e Business Bank 
at 472-3333.

NORTH PACIFIC BANK
TH E RIISTNESS R A N K r r n i r
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
(S P O U S E S  W E LC O M E )

TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 1986 
“LET’S GET AWAY 

FROM IT ALL”
R ic k  R a y , Representative 

Recreational Equipment, Inc.

ALSO:
COMMENTS BY

E d m u n d  W . G ra y , M .D .,  President 
Washington State Medical Association 

a n d  
S u e  D ie t r ic h ,  President 

Washington State Medical Association Auxiliary

D A T E : Tuesday, March 11, 1986

T IM E : No host cocktails 6:15 P.M. Dinner 7:15 P.M. Program 8:00 P.M.

P L A C E : Fircrest Golf Club
6520 Regents Boulevard

C O S T : Dinner, $13.00 per person

Register now. Please complete the attached reservation form and return it, with a check for the appropriate 
amount made payable to the Medical Society of Pierce County, in the enclosed pre-addressed envelope. Or, 
call the Medical Society office, 572-3667, to confirm your attendance.

Due to the special arrangements necessary for this joint meeting, reservations must be made no later than 
Friday, March 7.

REGISTRATION:
Yes, I (we) have set aside the evening of March 11 to join my fellow Society members and spouses for

the presentation on “ Let’s Get Away From It All.”

_  Please reserve _ _ _ . dinner(s) at $13.00 per person (tax and gratuity included). Enclosed is
my check for $

I regret I am unable to attend the dinner portion of the meeting. I will attend the program only.

Dr:

RETURN TO MSPC BY NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, M'ARCH Z \
V ___ —a——
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Tlie “Humana Difference” 
Is Reallyjust A Lot Of Little 

Differences
At Humana we know we can’t be all things to all people. But 

we mean to be number one among the most important people we 
serve— the physicians o f Pierce County.

I t ’s why we offer Insta-Care in our Emergency Room— which 
ensures that your patient is evaluated w ith in 60 seconds o f arrival. 
I t ’s why we maintain an up-to-date list o f physicians to which we 
can refer patients. And why we concen
trate on key “Centers o f Excellence” 
to help you provide better patient care.

You see, even though we’re the leaders in such areas as 
Acute Care, Pulmonary Rehabilitation, Day Surgery, ophthalmol
ogy, spinal disorders, breast cancer and Gastrointestinal 
screening programs and geriatric problems — among others — 
we’re still small enough to provide highly personalized care for 
your patients. And highly personalized service for you. Put diem

all together — and they make

v l u m a n a  H o s p i t a l  T a c o m a  the Humana difference

South 19th and U n ion , Tacoma, (206) 572-2323. Try us and you’ll see.

Discover The Humana Difference



MEDICAL SOCIETY OF PIERCE COUNTY 
705 South 9th, Suite 203  

Tacoma, Washington 98405
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Own or Lease

Union Avenue Professional Building
1528 U n ion  A venue 

Office Condominium
2 m inu tes to A llen m o re  In d iv id ua lly  cus to m  fin ish e d  

C om ple te  fin a n c in g  ava ilab le

927-4343
NORTH SHORE PRO PERTIES, LTD.
1 1 4 0  B ro w n s  Po»nt B lv d  N E  T a c o m a . W A  9 8 4 2 2

Tel-M ed
A Library of Free 

Recorded Health Tips.
Over 200 topics, from tonsillectomy to 
osteoporosis, researched and written by 
physicians.

Brochures listing these topics are free to you and 
your patients. If you would like a supply for your 
waiting room, please call 597-6655 .

A  Community Service Sponsored By:

Pierce County 
s Medical
'  A Blue Shield Plan

1 14 B r o a d w a y  P l ; i z ; i  ' O i c o m a ,  W A  9 8 4 0 2



T he B u lletin
W e o ffic ia l  p u b lica tion  o f  tbe M edical Society o f  P ierce County

April, 1986 

4  President’s Page
On This Page

5  Neivsbriefs
Liability Reform Legislation 
passes both House and Senate 

Lion's Club sponsoring 
"Journey fo r  Diabetes, ” a 50  
mile event! 

Over 3,000 respond to Senator 
Granland's sun ’ey

Physicians help pay fo r  50 
million ivithout health 
insurance

7 Obstetric-gynecologic 
surgeon transmits 
hepatitis B infection to five 
patients
AMA News Release

8  Board o f Trustees Report
Minutes from  Feb. 4, 19 8 6  
meeting

9  Department o f  Labor and  
Industries to conduct audit

By Marcel Malden, MD

11  AMA Practice Management 
Guide 

1 3  Cover the Bases: Staff 
Scheduling
By Mitchell Sollod, MD

1 4  A Look Back:
Sects in Medicine: The Early 
X-Rated
By Mavis Kallsen

1 6  Ethical Guidelines fo r  
Medical Practice 

1 9  Auxiliary News
Health Fair Booth Big Success

Neighborhood Clinic gets 
profits from  art auction

2 2  Retirement Luncheon 
Notice

Editor: D a v i d  S .  H o p k i n s  
Managing Editor: D o u g l a s  K .  J a c k m a n
Editorial Committee: D a v i d  S .  H o p k i n s  ( c h a i r m a n ) ,  . S t a n l e y  W .  T u e l l ,  W .  B e n  B l a c k e t t .
tfSPC Officers: R i c h a r d  H a w k i n s ,  P r e s i d e n t ;  R i c h a r d  C .  B o w c ,  P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t ;  K e n t o n  C .  B o d i l y ,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ;  R o b e r t  B .  W h i t n e v .  
i e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r ;  G u u s  W . C .  B i s c h o f f ,  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t .
USPC Trustees: D a v i d  G .  C l a r k ,  D e M a u r i c e  M o s e s ,  C h a r l e s  M .  W e a t h e r b y ,  B a r r y  J .  W e l e d ,  1 9 8 6 ;  M i c h a e l  L .  H a l s t e a d ,  P e t e r  K .  
v l a r s h ,  P a u l  D .  S c h n e i d e r ,  1 9 8 7 ;  V i r g i n i a  M i l l e r .
J o a r d  a n d  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r m e n :  B y l a w s ,  D u d l e y  H o u t z ,  S t a n l e y  T u e l l ;  B u d g e t / L ' i n a n c e ,  R o b e r t  B .  W h i t n e y ;  C o l l e g e  o f  M e d i c a l  H d u c a -  

i o n ,  P e t e r  K .  M a r s h ;  C r e d e n t i a l s ,  R i c h a r d  E .  W a l t m a n ;  i-’m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  S t a n d a r d s ,  R o b e r t  \V .  O s b o r n e ,  J r . .  E t h i c s / S t a n d a r d s  < j  i ’ r a c -  

i c e ,  R o n a l d  G .  T a y l o r ;  G r i e v a n c e ,  G u u s  W . C .  B i s c h o f f ;  I n t e r p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  R o b e r t  J .  M a r t i n ;  L e g i s l a t i v e ,  J a m e s  I T  K r u e g e r ;  L i b r a r y .  G i l b e r t  

j . J o h n s t o n ;  M e d i c a l  E d u c a t i o n ,  D a v i d  B r o w n ;  M e d i c a l - L e g a l ,  M a r c e l  M a l d e n ;  M e m b e r s h i p  B e n e f i t s ,  I n c  , D o n a l d  W .  S h r e w s b u r y ;  P r o f e s -  

i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  P a t  D o n l e y ;  P r o g r a m .  K e n t o n  C .  B o d i l y ;  P u b l i c  H e a l t h / S c h o o l  H e a l t h .  T e r r y  \V.  I b r g e n r u d ;  V I I I  Q u a l i t y  A s s u r a n c e ,  D a v i d  

i p a r l i n g ;  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A g i n g ,  B r y a n  M .  A r c h e r .

) e a d l i n e  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  c o p y  is  t h e  2 5  t h  o f  t h e  m o n t h  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  f i n a l  d e t c r m i n a i i o n  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  

l a r e  w i l l  b e  m a d e  b y  T h e  B u l l e t i n .  T h e  B u l l e t i n  r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e d i t  a l l  r e a d e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  b r e v i t y ,  c l a r i t y  a n d  l e n g t h ,  a s  w e l l  

s  t o  r e j e c t  a n y  m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d .

’ u b l i s h e d  M o n t h l y  b y  t h e  M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  P i e r c e  C o u n t y ,  7 0 5  S o u t h  9 t h .  S u i i e  2 0 3 ,  ' l a c o m a .  W A  9 H - t 0 5 .  ‘ t e l e p h o n e :  ( 2 0 6 )  S 7 2  3 6 6 1 1 . B u l k  R a t e  1 

b s t a g e  p a i d  a t  T a c o m a ,  W a s h i n g t o n .  T h e  B u l l e t i n  i s p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  m e d i c i n e  a n d  a l l i e d  p r o f e s s i o n s .  T h e  o p i n i o n s  h e r e i n  a r e  r h o s e  o f  t h  

n d i v i d u a l  c o n t r i b u t o r  a n d  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  u n l e s s  s o  s t a t e d .  A c c e p t a n c e  o f  a d v e r t i s i n g  i n  n o  w a y  c o n s t i t u t e  

> r o f e s s i o n a l  a p p r o v a l  o r e n d o r s e m e s n t  o f  p r o d u c t s  o r  s e r v i c e s  a d v e r t i s e d .  T h e  B u l l e t i n  a n d  t h e  M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f P i e r c e  C o u n t y  r e s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e j e c  

n y  a d v e r t i s i n g .  A d v e r t i s i n g  r a t e s  m a y  b e  s e c u r e d  f r o m  M K  T i p t o n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  S e r v i c e s ,  2 0 0 *' B r i d g e p o r t  W a y .  W e s t .  S u i t e  2 C ,  T a c o m a ,  W A .  9 S - * o e  

2 0 6 )  5 6 4 - 3 8 3 1 .  T h e  B u l l e t i n  i s  p r i n t e d  i n  T a c o m a ,  W a s h i n g t o n  b y  L a k e w o o d  P r i m i n g .

Tbe Bulletin, April 198(



President’s Page

O t l  This Page

O ne o f  the tasks that goes w ith  being 
president o f the M edical Society  is w rit
ing this page. W hen I assum ed these re 
sponsibilities, I was told that the tough
est part o f the job  w ould be getting 
som ething on paper for this page. Right 
now  I am w orking against a February 
2 0  deadline so that you can read this the 
first w eek o f April. This illustrates one 
o f the d ifficulties; I cannot w rite about 
anything very timely, and I do not get 
feedback very quickly. (I do very much 
appreciate getting feedback.)

T h ree  broad categories cover the m a
jor tasks o f the president o f the Medical 
Society : keeping physicians abreast o f 
outside forces im pacting our profes
sion, representing physicians to the 
w orld, and the relationships am ong 
physicians.

I th ink that all o f  us are aware o f the 
influence that others have on m edicine. 
Because o f the trem endous impact on 
m edicine from  these forces outside o f 
m edicine, physicians need to know 
what is going on out there that might af
fect m edicine. Preparation for an adjust
m ent to change may be difficult, but it is 
necessary.

Representing physicians to the W ash
ington State Legislature has been most 
tim e-consum ing lately. Governm ent 
needs to hear from  us. So does everyone 
else, the public in general. Our com m u
nity needs the presence o f physicians in 
civ ic, business and charitable affairs. 
We need to have our voice heard.

It is a tough task to identify w hich 
changes to  accep t and w hich to fight’. 1 
guess that is w hat dialogue is for. You 
w ill recall the story about the admiral 
and the seam en, the battleship and the 
lighthouse. A confrontation betw een 
physicians and our surroundings will 
be a lose-lose situation. 1 think part o f 
my job is to try to create a w in-w in situ
ation.

People w ho knew  about organiza
tions often talk about leadership. I have 
trouble w ith that term because it im 
plies leaders and follow ers. I lave you 
ever know n a physician w ho was a fol

lower? Rather, I w ould prefer to th ink  o f 
m yself as your representative. Although 
that, to o , is fraught w ith  problem s. 
“ Representing physicians”— as i f  d o c
tors have a unified position to b e  repre
sented. Each o f you probably has your 
ow n favorite description o f  physician 
agreem ent. Put a dozen d octors to 
gether and you w ill have th irteen  op in
ions. Eight doctors in the same room  
w ill have trouble agreeing on w hat day 
it is. We all know  that no one can accuse 
us o f presenting a united front.

This m ay change .someday— either by 
having m ore agreem ent or by having 
more fragm entation. 1 p refer the former.

Anyway, what do you exp ect o f  me as 
your president? Certainly not charis
m atic leadership. 1 w ant to tell others 
w hat physicians th ink they should do. 
And I w ant to influence w hat phy sicians 
do to each  other. You can tell me what 
else I would do and how.

We started discussing the w riting o f 
this page, and I have digressed to look at 
my other responsibilities. L et’s get back 
to the topic at hand.

W ith as much reading as physicians 
do, you would th ink that we might 
know som ething about w riting. Per
haps not— I do not think as doctors, as a 
group, are going to take a w hole lot o f 
literary awards. 1 would be glad to  be 
proven wrong.

David Hopkins m ight be an excep 
tion— I look forw ard to his editorials in 
the WSMA Reports.

G eorge Tanbara im pressed me w ith 
his President's Pages. T here seem ed to 
be a them e to the w hole year, like a p ro 
gressive message. Probably part o f it 
was that he started each m onth w ith a 
Japanese exp ression— not being at all 
good w ith foreign language, I am im 
pressed rather easily by such phrases, 
especially w hen they are som ewhat 
philosophical.

Maybe it w'ould help if  I had had m ore 
experience at w riting. No, I am not go
ing to advocate the interjection o f  En
glish com position courses into the cur
riculum o f m edical schools. Actually t

did have a class in m y sophomore year 
o f m edical sch o o l that required a term 
paper on a su b ject unrelated to medical 
science (I w rote  about the Christian Sci
en ce religion.)

In college I did w ork pretty hard at 
avoiding w ritin g— m ajoring in chemis
try  helped that. But college does not let 
you get away w ithout some instruction 
and exp erience at w riting (experience 
but not necessarily  expertise.) In ray 
sophom ore year at Lew is and Clark Col
lege it was required  that I study English 
Literature and com position; I even kind 
o f enjoyed the section  studying and imi
tating M ontaigne, the originator of the 
essay. You may have noticed that my 
pages are titled  “O n . . reflecting that 
essay style.

W hat should I be w riting on this 
President’s Page? T h ere  are so many 
things that are o f  con cern  to physicians, 
both individually and collectively. 
Things like scien tific  advancements and 
their applications, the doctor-patient re
lationship, physician and society, pro
fessionalism , interactions among physi
cians, health  care delivery systems. You 
can  see my problem s in trying to put 
thoughts on paper— I am eclectic, a 
generalist, and global. Yet we must deal 
w ith one th ing at a tim e, and each thing 
has its ow n very com p lex microcosm. 
Each tim e I see a patient, consideration 
must be given to  the m edical problem 
w ith its physical, em otional, spiritual 
and social im plications; to the quality', 
cost and availability o f  m edical services 
in relation to  the needs o f the patient 
and the needs o f  society.

As you may have guessed, I feel over
w helm ed w ith  the task o f w riting a few 
paragraphs that w ill have much signifi
cance. But w riting the m onthly Presi
d en t’s Page is w hat I am  supposed to do, 
and I alw ays do w hat I am  supposed to 
do.

—R ichard  Hawkins

4 The Bulletin, April 1986



Update: 
Liability 
Reform 
Legislation

Both the House and Senate have 
passed Senate B ill 4 6 3 0  by 2 to 1 mar
gins and now await the signature of 
Governor Booth Gardner. The Gover
nor has not com m itted him self on the 
issue.

The million dollar campaign against 
SSB 4 6 3 0 , waged by the trial attorneys’ 
front, Consumer’s Alliance for Insur
ance Reform (CAIR), was effective in 
generating public interest. CAIR was 
telling the public they would lose their 
right to sue; that there will be no liabil
ity for toxic waste, no adequate com 
pensation when injured, no trial by jury 
when wrongfully inured. None o f those 
arguments w ere true and blatantly mis
represented the facts o f SSB 4 6 3 0 .

Members o f the Society are to be 
complimented for contacting their leg
islators in numbers as never before. 
Only through individual participation 
in the political process w ill the medical 
community realize major gains.

It is time to start planning for the 
campaigns o f 1986. Lend support to 
your candidate o f  choice. This can be 
done in several ways: assist in voter reg
istration drives, host a special event fun
draiser, work on the candidates tele
phone bank or in the campaign office, 
post signs, doorbell or contribute 
money. There are many ways to support 
your candidate. G et involved. You’ll 
find it a fascinating exercise.

Senator Granlund 
gets response from 
survey.

Senator W in Granlund, Dem ocrat, 
26 th  legislative district had over 3 0 0 0  
responses to a survey he sent to his con 
stituents. Two o f the questions the sur
vey asked dealt with issues o f interest to 
physicians. They were:

1.) There are grow ing numbers o f 
families in Washington state w ho can
not afford private health insurance and 
w ho fail to qualify for Medicaid. This 
group includes laid-off, unemployed 
and underemployed workers. D o you 
feel the legislature should approve mea
sures aimed at providing som e level o f  
basic health care for these people.

Response: 6 6 %  yes, 3 0 %  no.

If  yes, how should the cost o f health 
care be met?

Response:
12% responded— surcharge on doc

tors and hospitals
13 % —responded— increase in gen

eral taxes
3 8 %  responded— increase taxes on 

cigarettes, liquor, etc.
2 4 %  responded— a com bination of 

all three
7 %  responded— don’t know'
6 %  responded— other
2.) In the past few months insurance 

com panies have also cancelled coverage 
or sharply raised rates for many small 
businesses and municipalities. D o you 
feel that these rate increases are the 
result of:
increased insurance profits? 15 % 
decreased insurance profits? 13% 
increased jury awards and 
other litigation 60%
don't know 8%
other 4 %

DSHS 
reimbursement for 
physician services.

The continuing problem  o f  physician 
reimbursem ent rates by DSHS was 
again a topic o f the Board o f Trustees at 
its Feb. 4  meeting. The WSMA/DSHS 
Com m ittee meets monthly and the 
Board strongly urges all members im 
pacted by this problem to w rite to: 
Glenn D oornik, MD, Chairman, 
WSMA/DSHS Com m ittee, Washington 
State Medical Association, 2 0 3 3  6th  
Ave., * 9 0 0 ,  Seattle, WA 9 8 1 2 1 . Write 
Dr. D oornik and his com m ittee. Tell 
them how  DSHS is reimbursing you for 
certain service at considerable financial 
loss to your practice.

Physicians 
help pay for 
5 0  million 
without 
adequate 
health 
insurance.

More than 50  million people in the 
United States lack adequate health in
surance coverage, causing physicians to 
pay for much o f the care for those pa
tients, according to a recent report by 
the American Medical Association 
Council on Medical Services.

Continued on  p a g e  6
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C ontinu ed  fro m  page 5

T h e  report claim s that 6  m illion unem 
ployed individuals are uninsured or un
derinsured, as are 1 m illion people w ith 
hazardous occup ations o r m edical co n 
d itions. T h e  other -i3 m illion people, 
accord ing to the rep ort, are either self- 
em ployed, em ployed part tim e, e m 
ployed by firm s w ithout insurance or 
are dependents or uninsured or under
insured individuals. As a result, more 
than 7 5 %  o f  all physicians provide 
som e free o r reduced-fee care, reducing 
potential revenues by an average o f 
$ 1 8 ,0 9 0  per physician in 1985, accord 
ing to  the AMA report.

A ccording to the A m erican Hospital 
A ssociation (AHA), hospitals also pay a 
high cost by caring for those w ithout 
adequate insurance. T h e  AHA reports 
that unsponsored care cost hospitals 
$5 7  billion in 1984. T h is  represented 
4 .6 %  o f total hospital costs. U nspon
sored care accounted for 3 -6  percent o f 
total costs in 1980.

Represent the 
M ed ica l So cie ty  in 
a  fun event!

s % 5\
BIKE RUN RUN
19.2 6.2 2.1

s % %
CANOE

3.8
BIKE
17.3

RUN
1.4

Lions Club m em bers o f the greater 
Puget Sound are sponsoring “A Journey 
tor D iabetes,” a 5 0  m ile, six  mem ber 
team  event w ith running, biking and ca 
noeing. T he event will take place Satur
day, April 19, beginning at tlx- Mt. 
Rainier National Park Nisqually Gate en 
trance on Highway 7 0 6 . The canoeing 
leg o f  the event will be on O hop lake 
w ith the finish line at the G azebo in 
dow ntow n O rting.

The team entry fee is 8 1 2 5 .0 0 . liach 
team  m em ber w ill receive a T-shirt, 
com m em orative certificate, Lions Vi- 
sion-Journey for D iabetes pin and a 
ch icken  barbecue follow ing the race.

Call the Medical Society  office for de
tails. lintries must be postm arked no 
later than April so don't delay. The 
Society should be able to field tw o or 
three teams.

Medicare and 
Prepaid Health 
Plans: New 
Directions for HMOs.

A new publication by the AMA titled 
M edicare c- P repa id  Health P lans: New 
D irections f o r  HMOs is now  available. 
T h e  booklet is intended to  assist

m ents o f  M edicare regulations govern
ing HMOs and com petitive medical 
plans. It also considers future prospects 
for physicians as the program s develop.

T h e pu blication  is available from 
AMA O rd er D ep t, for S 6 .0 0  per copy, 
w ith  a 10%  discou nt for AMA mem
bers. T h e  order num ber is O P-196. For 
m ore inform ation call (3 1 2 ) 280-7291
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V .

Surgeon transmits 
Hepatitis B 
to 5 patients.

According to a report in the February 
issue of the Jou rn a l o f  the American  

■ Medical Association, transmission of 
hepatitis B  infection to five patients by 
an obstetric-gynecologic .surgeon, re 
sulting in exclusion from  further major 
operations, underscores the need for 
medical care personnel to receive vacci
nations against the virus.

“Investigation documented that the 
surgeon was hepatitis B  surface antigen 
and hepatitis B e antigen positive," re
ported Ludwig A. Lettau, MD, MPH, of 
the Centers for Disease Control in At
lanta, and colleagues.” All five patients 
had hepatitis B subtype m atching that 
o f the surgeon and no other identifiable 
risk factors for hepatitis B  viral infec
tion,” they added.

The first tw o cases were reported to 
the Georgia department o f health in 
1984. Both women had had major gyne
cologic operations by the same surgeon 
three months before the onset o f  their 
illnesses. The surgeon had practiced 
obstetrics-gynecology in an urban set
ting for more than 20  years. “ He was in 
good health and had no dermatitis or 
other skin lesions on his hands," accord
ing to the researchers. But they add that 
he had been infected in 1983 and was 
hepatitis B surface antigen positive.

“In this outbreak, initial control mea
sures included double-gloving and ef
forts to avoid inadvertent self-injury 
from sharp surgical instruments. Bsc-d 
on previous outbreaks, these recom 
mendations, in conjunction w ith a re
quirement for informed consent from 
patients for surgical procedures and 
surveillance for further hepatitis B 
transmissions, were considered suffic
ient to allow the surgeon to resume op
erating on patients."

Despite these precautions, six pa
tients were finally affected. After that, a 
partial restriction of surgical privileges 
was imposed on the surgeon by local 
health authorities, according to the re
searchers.

Similar outbreaks by an obstetric- 
gynecologic surgeon have been  re
ported in  England, Minnesota, Missis
sippi and Louisiana. “ Full utilization of 
the currently available inactivated hepa
titis B  vaccine by health care workers 
could com pletely interrupt nosocom i- 
cal hepatitis B transmission," say

the researchers.
“Clearly, all health care workers for 

whom  this vaccine is recommended 
should receive it, not only tor their 
peronsal health, but also to prevent the 
rem ote but real possibility o f transm is
sion o f hepatitis B  infection o f patients 
and the disastrous consequences de
scribed in this report,” they con 
clude. I

A M  A  N e w s R e le a se , Feb. 2 0 , 1 .986

Crossroads Treatment Center

Alcoholism
A Program  Designed to Provide 
Com prehensive Treatm ent for 
All Facets o f A lcoho lism

Physic ian D irected

Fam ily Treatm ent Included

Cost E ffective O utpatient 
Program

Covered by many Health 
Insurance Plans

FOR INFORMATION 
CONTACT:

Ted Berning, Adm inistra tor 
5909 O rchard  St. West 

Tacom a, W A 98467

(206) 473-7474

CROSSROADS
TREATM ENT
CENTER

A n  A p p ro ve d  W ashington A lcoho lism  
Treatment Facility

Ideal

Ratios
Recommended 

Population per MD

A llergy 2 5 ,0 0 0
A n esth esio lo g y  1 4 ,0 0 0
C ard io lo g y  2 5 ,0 0 0
D e rm a to lo g y  4 0 ,0 0 0
G a stro e n te ro lo g y  5 0 ,0 0 0
G en eral and
F am ily  P ra c tice  2 ,0 0 0
G en era l S u rg ery  1 0 ,0 0 0
In tern al M edicin e 5 ,0 0 0
N eu ro lo g y  6 0 ,0 0 0
N eu ro su rg ery  1 0 0 ,0 0 0
O b ste trics  &
G y n e co lo g y  1 1 ,0 0 0
O p h th a lm o lo g y  2 0 ,0 0 0
O rth o p e d ic  S u rg ery  2 5 .0 0 0
O to la ry n g o lo g y  2 5 ,0 0 0
P ath olo g y  2 0 ,0 0 0
P ed iatrics  1 0 ,0 0 0
Plastic S u rg ery  5 0 ,0 0 0
P s y c h ia try  1 0 ,0 0 0
P u lm o n ary  D isease  1 0 0 ,0 0 0
R ad io log y  1 5 .0 0 0
T h o ra c ic  S u rg ery  1 0 0 ,0 0 0
U ro lo g y  3 0 ,0 0 0

The approximate, mid-range figures 
were compiled by M edical Economics, 
editors from estimates o f specialty 
leaders.

Taken from: Norton M ockridge, Types 
o f  M edical Practice: M aking Your 
Choice, Medical Econom ics Books 
(Oradell, New Jersey, 1982, p. 56) 
P o p u la tio n :
City o f Tacoma 159 ,400
Puyallup 19,180
Gig Harbor 2 ,7 5 0
Pierce County 5 1 4 ,6 0 0

Audi 5000S Sedan

. . .  then select 
your new Audi 
and pay only 
cost plus 10%.

CLIP THIS AD
and bring it to the 

dealership.. .

Audi
w

F inancing to 84 
m onths on 

approval of credit.
Offer expires April 30,1986

*T urbo Quattro exclu ded .

Tom Carstens Porshe-Audi
7044 S. Tacoma Way -  474-0651 Audi 4000S

I
I

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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Board of Trustees 
Minutes 

Itiesday, Feb. 4,1986

The Board o f Trustees o f  the Medical 
Society  o f Pierce County m et on Tues
day, Feb. 4 , 1986 , at Tacom a General 
Hospital (C onference Room  #1). M em
bers present w ere: Drs. Richard
H awkins (president), Guus B ischoff, 
Robert W hitney, D em aurice Moses, Mi
chael Halstead, Barry W eled, Kenton 
Bodily, Charles Weatherby, Paul S ch 
neider, Richard Bow e, Peter Marsh and 
Mrs. Ginnie Miller.

Also present by invitation w ere: Drs. 
Toshio Akamatsu, Ronald Taylor. R i
chard Hoffmeister, Gerard Ames, 
D onald Russell. Keong-Chye Cheah, 
Jam es Fulcher and Mr. D oug Jackm an. 
MSPC Executive Director.

Dr. Hawkins opened the m eeting by 
introducing Dr. D em aurice Moses, Puy
allup pediatrician and new  m em ber o f 
the Board o f Trustees.

The January Board o f Trustees m in 
utes w ere approved.

Executive Committee Report
Dr. Hawkins reported that the F,xecu- 

tive C om m ittee was considering updat
ing the S o cie ty ’s com puter system . The 
Board requested that the Executive 
C om m ittee submit a sp ecific  recom 
mendation to the Board prior to the 
purchase o f a system . The report was 
approved as submitted.

Auxiliary Report
Mrs. Miller reported on the Art Auc

tion w hich the Auxiliary conducted on 
Feb. 14 as a fundraiser, and that the re
cruitm ent for volunteers for the Tacoma 
Mall Health Fair had been  successful.

Public Health/School Health 
Committee Report

It was reported that Drs. Terry 
Torgenrud and David Sparling, m em 
bers o f  the com m ittee represented the 
Medical Society  as m em bers o f the in 

terview  panel for the new  health officer 
o f  the Tacoma/Pierce County Health 
D epartm ent.

It was also noted that arrangem ents 
w ere being made w ith the Am erican 
Lung A ssociation o f W ashington to p ro 
vide literature con cern in g  health effects 
o f second  hand sm oke on children in 
coop eration w ith  the Medical Society  
for d istribution to schools and doctors' 
o ffices. T he Board discussed the 
present DSHS reim bursem ent rate for 
services provided by physicians and a 
m otion was made that “the WSMA/ 
DSHS com m ittee chairm an's nam e and 
address be published in the Bulletin  so 
that m em bers o f  the Society  may in
form the com m ittee o f  the m agnitude o f 
this reim bursem ent problem ." T he m o
tion was seconded and approved.

Committee on Aging
T he Board review ed “Ask the D o c

tor" article w hich m em bers o f  the Com 
m ittee had subm itted to the Senior 
Scene, a m onthly new spaper o f the Ta
coma/Pierce County Council on Aging. 
T he Board com m ended the C om m ittee 
for undertaking the activity.

Grievance Committee
Dr. B ischoff, chairm an o f the G riev

ance Com m ittee, reported that m em 
bers o f the C om m ittee had discussed 
the possibility o f having a layman serve 
on the C om m ittee. He noted that pres
ently, often the patient filing the griev
ance feels that the C om m ittee does not 
have a prospective from the patient's 
point o f view representing him  on the 
Com m ittee. A m otion was made that 
"th e  Grievance com m ittee have one or 
tw o lay m em bers on the Com m ittee 
w ith the appointm ents to be made on 
the recom m endations o f the MSPC 
president or chairm an o f the C om m it
tee w ith the approval o f the Board for a 
period o f one year (m id-D ecem ber to

m id-D ecem ber).” T he m otion was sec
onded and unanim ously passed.

Credentials Committee
A m otion was made, seconded and 

approved voting into membership the 
follow ing applicants:

D rs. U lrich B irlenbach, Terryl Col
lins, Jam es N owogrowski, Kevin 
Schoenfelder, G ary Taubman, Nick 
Uraga, W illiam  Brennan, Norman 
G osch , Paul Sw inehart, Donna Taka- 
hashi, K enneth Trnka.

Legislation
Dr. H aw kins review ed current activi

ties in the Legislature concerned with 
SSB 4 6 3 0 , the  Liability Reform Act of 
1986  and activities concerned with the 
U ncom pensated Care Bill introduced 
by Senator M cD erm ott. The Board was 
urged to support b o th  pieces of legisla
tion.

New Business
T h e Board d iscussed how the Board 

o f Trustees should address the major is
sues con fronting  the Society and medi
cine.

It was recom m ended  that a letter be 
sent to all non-m em bers o f the Society 
presently p racticing  in the County, urg
ing their support o f  organized medi
cin e’s efforts to  bring about change in li
ability and uncom pensated care as well 
as o ther m ajor issues.

As there w as no further business to 
conduct, the m eeting was adjourned at 
8 :0 5  p .m . I

8 Tlx Bulletin, April 1986



Department of Labor and 
Industries to conduct audit.
By Marcel Malden

In the fall o f  1985 I was appointed to 
the Industrial Medicine-Rehabilitation 
Committee, w hich is a com m ittee o f  li
aison betw een Washington State Medi
cal Association and the Departm ent o f 
Labor and Industries. I have been inter
ested in the work o f  this Com m ittee for 
quite some time. My association with 
the Tacoma Chronic Pain Management 
Program has brought me increasingly 
and in a novel way into working contact 
with the Departm ent o f Labor and In
dustries. This in fact “ intimate" contact 
with the industrial insurers and injured 
workmen made me realize that there 
are very important social and industrial 
forces at work that result in com pli
cated social processes w hich affect the 
way some injured workmen behave. 
Many o f these ways are not obv ious at 
first sight, but they all profoundly affect 
the interactions betw een medicine, so
ciety and industry.

Some o f  the problems o f costs o f in 
dustrial insurance are not unlike the 
problems of costs o f  malpractice insur
ance, and in his talk before the Wash
ington State Medical Association Meet
ing last September, Professor J. 
O 'Connell (of the no-fault insurance 
fame) used the industrial insurance laws 
to illustrate the issues facing physicians 
in dealing with m alpractice insurance. 
Pierce County has always been repre
sented well on this com m ittee, and I 
know that Dr. Robert Florence served 
on it for many years. More recently Dr 
Charles McGill has been a member, and 
he continues in this capacity. The m em 
bers o f the com m ittee are appointed by 
the President o f the Washington State 
Medical Association and represent vari
ous medical specialties. The meetings 
of the com m ittee are also attended by 
various guests, usually the representa
tives of the Departm ent o f Labor and In

dustries, representatives of self-insured 
industries and others, depending on the 
issues at hand. T he meetings o f the 
com m ittee are usually lively and they 
need to be, because som etim es they last 
as long as three or four hours.

At the three meetings that I have so 
far attended, the Departm ent of Labor 
and Industries has presented speakers 
dealing w ith issues o f cost containment 
and quality control. None o f these is
sues are new and none o f them are pe
culiar to the Departm ent o f Labor and 
Industries of the State o f Washington, 
but the growth in the costs for the D e
partment has been very rapid and very 
large, and the response to this growth 
comes from  employer groups, from or
ganized labor and of course from the 
political and legislative organs o f the 
State o f Washington.

It seem s that one o f  the first steps the 
Departm ent o f Labor and Industries un
dertook in its cost containm ent pro
gram was to reduce payments to the 
hospitals by amount equivalent to “bad 
debt” w rite off. This apparently will 
amount to approximately 3-5%  o f the 
payments that the Departm ent makes to 
the hospital. The physician members o f 
the com m ittee expressed their disap
proval o f this m ethod of cost reduction, 
but apparently the various hospitals in
volved and the Hospital Association 
“did not fight very hard" and this mea
sure was enacted and has becom e effec
tive in the early part o f January 1986.

The next step is a very careful audit of 
hospital bills. The Department is con
cerned that a very significant propor
tion o f hospital bills contain errors and 
these bills will be audited in order not 
only to detect simply errors but also to 
ascertain that the services billed for are 
billed properly and are indeed for serv
ices rendered. This audit will be con 

ducted by a private auditing company, 
and the Department hopes to realize 
very significant savings. As I under
stand, the earnings o f the auditing com 
panies depend on tbe amount o f the sav
ings the Department realizes. Alongside 
this specific function there will be an 
audit o f the length of stay and an audit 
o f “the behavior o f  the hospitals and the 
behavior o f physicians” in a way in 
w hich they render service to the De
partment clients. Length of stay and ap
propriateness o f  hospital care will all be 
monitored in order to obtain statistical 
information for future use. These audits 
will be conducted, as far as we know, 
without previous announcements be
ing given to physicians and at present in 
absence o f any established criteria. The 
audits will be conducted by RN’s w ork
ing with physician backup.

Out o f the statistical information ob
tained, the Department may establish 
the pool o f information for subsequent 
development o f a “DRG system ” to be 
used by the Department o f  Labor and 
Industries of the State o f Washington.

In addition, the Departm ent is plan
ning to start an office “provider audit 
program ” which will include both 
monetary audit and “provider behavior 
audit." As I understand it. this will be 
conducted by a special unit o f the D e
partment w hich involves only four peo
ple. Since there arc many thousands of 
health providers in the State o f Wash
ington, obviously only a small number 
will be audited in this fashion. Appar
ently the results o f such audits will be 
available as feedback directly to the 
providers and, I understand, may result 
in recommendations w hich would ex 
press sentiments ranging from approval 
to severe criticism . One cannot but 
hope that the Departm ent is not only

C on tin u ed  on  p a g e  It)
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R ep o rt f r o m  In d u s tr ia l  
M ed ic in e -R eh a b fflta tio n  C o m m ittee  
Continued from  page 9
jum ping on  the currently  fashionable 
band w agon o f "squ eezing the fat out o f 
the hospitals and doctors," but w ill also 
address the very substantive issues of 
the w orking o f the system  itse lf and the 
w ay in w h ich  the D epartm ent and 
o ther industrial insurance carriers ad
m inister it.

In response to our questions, the D e
p artm ent’s representatives indicated 
that the health care providers have not 
been  inform ed about these plans, but 
that the D epartm ent had no ob jection 
to us letting it be know n. Hence the rea
son for this article. ■

Phone Numbers, 
Address Changes

The follow ing is a list o f phone num 
ber and address changes o f MSPC m em 
bers. T he Bulletin  offers as a service to 
all MSPC m em bers space availability to 
announce the m oving o f their practice 
from  one location to another, a change 
in phone num bers and/or change in res
idence. All announcem ents are run on a 
one tim e basis free o f  charge. I f  any 
MSPC m em ber w ishes to run the an
nouncem ent a second tim e, the Bulle
tin offers a 10%  discount.

P o p ich , G re g o ry  A. MD (R o bin )
O rthopaedic Surgery - Fri.
Accept a ll on referral 
Office: 1515 South K St.
Tacoma. U'M 
5~2-BONE or 2~2-468"
Residence: 10129 Cherry Ixtne A ll"
Gig H arbor  IV,'4
851-8845

Ray, R . C h arles , MD (M arilyn )
O rthopaedic Surgery
Accept a ll patien ts on MD referral
Office: 1515 South K  St.
Tacom a, WA 98405  
5 7 2 -BONE o r  272-4687  
Residence: 5425  87th Ave. West 
Tacom a, WA 98467  
564-8462

S ch o e n fe ld e r , K evin  P. MD
O rthopaedic Surgery 
Accept a ll patien ts  
O ffice: 1515 South K  Street 
Tacom a, WA 98405  
5 72-BONE o r  2 72-468 7 
Residence: 851-3393 o r 272-0186

Lecture on Nutrition 
Support

T he P ierce C ounty TPN  C om m ittee 
and K endall-M cG raw  are hosting a na
tionally know n exp ert in nutrition sup
p ort, Frank B. Cerra, M D, Professor o f 
Surgery, U niversity o f  M innesota Medi
cal Sch ool, M inneapolis, MN. Dr. Cerra 
w ill present tw o, one hour lectures at 
St. Josep h  Hospital, Mav 15, Room  3 A 
and 3B .

T h e first lecture, "Im p act o f Enteral 
Feeding on Stress Patients w ill begin at 
11:3 0  a.m . T h e  second lecture, “Role o f 
Branched -chain  Am ino Acids in the Nu
tritional Support o f  C ritical Care Pa
tients,” w ill be presented  at 1 :3 0  p .m . 
Lunch w ill be from  1 2 :3 0  p .m . to 1 :3 0  
p .m .

The tw o lectures give 2 hours in Cate
gory 2 CME credits.

For inform ation call Mike B onck , St. 
Joseph Hospital, 5 9 1 -6 6 9 2 . Reserva
tions must be made by May 8.

D o n ' t
put o f f  p ro fits

by putting off the 
acquisition of 

equipment.

LEASE
NOW

Joh n  Caughlan at
4 7 2 - 3 3 3 3

T H E  B U S I N E S S  BANK

THE VOLVO 240

ONCE AGAIN, VOUN) DIDN’T 
LEAVE WELL ENOUGH ALONE.
Most people would be happy to build a car with an average life expectancy of 

15.6 years*
But Volvo engineers are harder to satisfy than most people. That’s why, for 

1986, they ve made improvements in the Volvo 240. Improvements that include 
heated front seats, more comprehensive rust proofing and a re-styled body aimed 
at bringing the aerodynamics of the 240 to a new low.

Which is another reason why its high-time you stopped by our Volvo show
room for a test drive.

TOPPING MOTORS
9 2 5  M a r k e t  ( D o w n t o w n )  T a c o m a

VOLVO-NISSAN 3-YEA R UN LIM ITED M ILES 
W ARRAN TY

“H om e o f  the Custom  Lease"

■Sales • Leasing- 
■European Delivery 

572-3333

' S l S S S S S S S ™ ” Dal,a a’nihic,cd * K-  W»wick*
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AMA
PRACTICE

MANAGEMENT
PUBLICATIONS

□  NEW! A Physician’s Guide to Professional Corpora
tions (OP-168) $9.75. 1984. Should you or shouldn't you

incorporate? This helpful guide explains the tax and non-tax 
advantages and disadvantages of incorporating a medical 
practice in easy-to-understand language. The changes result
ing from enactment of TEFRA are clearly detailed. Major sec
tions of the publication include: Making the Decision Jo 
Incorporate; Professional Service Corporations: Advantages 
and D isadvantages; O perating a P rofessional Service 
Corporation; and Selection of a Corporate Retirement Plan.
□  NEWLY REVISED! Handling Patient Telephone Calls 

Effectively. Audiocassette and workbook OP-081: $36.
Extra workbooks OP-045: $7. Revised 1984. A must for every 
new medical office assistant and a good review for staff with 
years on the job. The audiocassette and accompanying work
book demonstrate, using vignettes of real-life situations, how 
to deal with patients who want medical advice, requests for 
medical information, irate patients, and emergencies.

□  A Physician's Guide to Gearing Up for Retirement
(OP-133) $42.95. Loose-leaf three-ring binder. 1983.

This manual is specially designed for use by the physician 
and his/her spouse in planning tor retirement. It covers all the 
practical business aspects of closing a practice as well as the 
personal and financial aspects of retirement.

The manual is divided into six main sections:
• Gearing Up Psychologically
• Gearing Up Financially
• Gearing Up to Sell Your Practice
• Gearing Up to Close Your Practice
• Planning Your Estate
• A Gearing Up Wrap-Up

Included in each section are many helpful charts, worksheets, 
and sample forms.
□  Valuing a Medical P ractice : A Short Guide for Buyers 

and Sellers (OP-117) $6.00. Revised 1982. For those buy
ing or selling a medical practice, this booklet guides you 
through the complex process of assessing the tangible and 
intangible elements that determine the worth of a practice, 
covering assets from earnings and equipment to leasing and 
goodwill.
□  Optimum Timetable for Starting Your Practice (OP-216) 

$6.50. Revised 1983. This guide organizes, in calendar
form, the various tasks required to open a private practice. De
veloped over the last five years with assistance from dozens of 
physicians, the timetable shows the steps that should be taken 
before opening the office to patients. Professional, personal, 
financial, and some legal areas are covered.
□  Planning Guide for Physicians' Medical Facilities 

(OP-439) $5.25. Provides guidelines and general principles
to help you determine the criteria tor selecting a medical office 
that best suits your needs. Includes: basic planning before 
building; office construction — inside and out; office interior; 
and office condominiums.

□  Medical Collection Study Course. Audiocassette and 
workbook OP-134: $36. Extra workbooks OP-135: $7.

1982. A listen-and-learn study course of infinite value to 
medical office assistants who collect overdue accounts by 
telephone. Includes basic collection approaches, standard 
formulas for incoming and outgoing calls, typical reasons 
for late payment, and m otivating non-payers to pay up. 
Course emphasizes the lighter, more "human" aspects of 
medical collection.

Course package consists of audiocassette and workbook in 
carrier. Although the audio/workbook method is most effective, 
the workbook can be used without the tape as a course in 
itself.

□  New Doctor’s Kit (OP-458) $26.95. Contains: The Busi
ness S ide of M edica l P ractice ; P lanning Guide for

Physicians' Medical Facilities; AMA Publications List; Group 
Practice Guidelines; Current Procedural Terminology order 
form; Uniform Health Insurance Claim Form; Medicolegal 
Forms; Winning Ways with patients; Judicial Opinions and 
Reports; Talking with Patients; Preparing a Patient Information 
Booklet; AMA membership information, Placement Service.

□  Group Practice Kit (OP-457) $12.00. Contains: Group 
Practice Guidelines; Medicolegal reprints on such subjects

as: professional liability, confidentiality, informed consent, etc.; 
samples of model legal agreements for a physician and 
employed associate, office sharing, medical partnerships, 
and forming a corporation.

□  The Business Side of Medical Practice (OP-410) $11.00. 
This publication is a guide to basic management principles

for the medical office. It includes discussions of how to set up a 
practice; selecting a location; financing; clearing legal hurdles; 
insurance; hiring and supervising personnel; appointment 
scheduling; medical records; billing and collecting; and patient 
relations.

□  Patient Relations Pack (OP-280) $6.50. Improve patient 
relations skills with the three items in this package. “Win

ning Ways With Patients” is a 12-page guide on how to improve 
patient relations skills in a variety of situations. "Preparing a 
Patient Information Booklet” is a guide for preparing a general 
information booklet introducing the practice to patients. "Talk
ing With Patients” identifies proven psychological principles 
and describes specific examples on how to improve office- 
patient relations in telephone communications.

□  Patient Survey Questionnaire (OP-121) $13.00 per pack
age o f 100 questionnaires. Revised 1982. This is a device

for the physician to measure the satisfaction of his/her patients 
regarding different aspects of the practice.
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' v _ ________  _  _ ____

ORDER FORM 
AMA Practice Management Publications

Return to: Order Department
American Medical Association 
P.O. Box 10946 
Chicago, Illinois 60610

Prices Subject to 
Change Without Notice

Please send me the following AMA Practice Management Publications: 1 to 9 10 to 49 50-74
copies copies copies

Quantity Publications OP No. each each each

A Physician's Guide to Professional Corporations OP-168 9.75 8.80 7.80 $
A Physician's Guide to Gearing Up for Retirement OP-133 42.95 38.65 34.35 $
New Doctor's Kit OP-458 26.95 24.25 21.50 $
Group Practice Kit OP-457 12.00 10.80 9.60 $
Thp Riisinpsq Side nf Medical Practice CP-410 11.00 9.90 8.80 $
Valuing a Medical Practice: A Short Guide for Buyers and Sellers OP-117 8.00 5.40 4.80 $
Optimum Timetable for Starting Your Practice OP-216 6.50 5.85 5.50 $
Planning Guide for Physicians' Medical Facilities OP-439 5.25 4.75 4.20 $
Patient Survey Questionnaire OP-121 package of 100 copies 13.00 $
Patient Relations Pack OP-280 6.50 5.85 5.50 $

Quantity Audiocassettes OP No.

Handling Patient Telephone Calls Effectively OP-081 36.00 per copy $
(cassette & workbook)

GP-045 7.00 per copy $
Extra Workbooks

OP-134 36.00 per copy $
Medical Collection Study Guide Course 
(cassette & workbook)

Extra Workbooks

Enclosed is my check, payable to the American Medical Association, 
for $ ------------------------------------
Payment must accompany order. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 

Please Print

Nam e---------------------------------------------------------- -------------------- ---------------

Address. 

C ity____

OP-135 7.00 per copy $ -

Total all publications.....................................$ .

Less 10% discount, AMA Members on ly .. $ .

Subtotal..................................................$ .

Sales tax (IL and NY residents o n ly ) $ .

TOTAL.... $-

All prices include shipping and handling charge*

S tate . .Z ip .

Specialty.
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Practice Management
Cover the Bases: 
Staff Scheduling
By Mitchell Soiled, MD

To help make rhe art o f people sched
uling more of a science w e’ve dev ised a 
framework to visually present our staff
ing level com pared to our doctor level. 
This enables us to call for extra help 
when the doctors need it and schedule 
cacch-up days o r work days when the 
employees need it.

This 5-day framework is divided  into 
morning and afternoon office hours. 
The physicians are numbered and the 
staff are denoted by letters. Our key per
son is signified by a capital letter. She is 
very flexible and works the fill-in posi
tion regularly and at special times when 
we need help.

M T w T h F

l i ^ < -1 i  < 1 2
•lIlC a tx j c f lltK i h i
H H

I 2 h 2 ^4 11-t 2 * !
J c f del' d c f d r f dcg
H U H H

We need one employee per physician 
and 1 additional as receptionist. W hen 
I o r 2 doctors are away, 1 or 2 staffers 
can go away. Wednesdays are less busy 
so we don’t usually have 4 people to 
help the 3 doctors.

It’s important not to schedule em 
ployees too tightly. Periodically you 
need extra help for billing day or a 
catch-up insurance form day or to clean 
the office. Your staff regularly needs 
time and employee help for restocking 
rooms, ordering supplies, collecting 
overdue but not cm pletely delinquent 
accounts, and routine cleanups o f front 
and back office areas.

W ithout interruptions your nurse or 
medical assistant can replenish medical 
equipment, dressings and medications 
in every room  very quickly. W hen they 
notice low supplies or a reorder rag, 
that's the time to w rite it down for the 
weekly order. Equipment cleanup, with 
or w ithout sterilization, is more effi
cient if  it is all done at one time. Front 
office employees too need time to stock 
up. cleanup, and file away those lab 
slips and reports you’ve initialed.

When your staff are busy with an of
fice full o f patients all these chores get 
put on the back burner and get cookin’. 
To do the jobs you need the people. 
L et’s cover those bases to ‘ play ’ the best 
game we can. ■
Reprint from  San Francisco Medicine,
Feb. 1986.

Notice to 
Readers.. .
M sp(: m em bers \vb< > are interested 
in contributing articles o f  imeresi 
and pertinence (o Tl>c Bulletin  are 
urged u > do  so. The editor reserves 
die right not to publish anv article 
submitted, based on space available 
and pertinencc o fth e  topic. Articles 
.should be lim ited to tour double  
spaced, typewritten pages or 1,000 
words. J’xcepfions to this may be  
m ade by prior arrangement with 
the editor. Call the managing editor  
for information on article subm is
sion, S72-3bbb.

In q nursing center, there 
is no substitute for caring.

At Manor Care, we believe there is no substitute for caring. We have attractive 
facilities, rehabilitation and recreation programs — all are important. But none o f 
these benefits can take the place o f people who genuinely care. People to listen, 
to reassure, or just be there.

We're proud o f  the caring  attitude o f our staff. Come see it for yourself. Drop
in at Manor Care for a casual visit 
anytime, or call in  advance i f  you 
wish. See what a nursing center can 
be, when people care enough.

MANOR CARE 
OF MEADOW PARK

NURSING &  REHABILITATION CENTER

5 6 0 ! South Orchard Street 
Tacom a • (2 0 6 )4 7 4 - 8 4 2 1

Kyle Bowman, Administrator

Clare Spodobalski, R.N.., Director 
o f Nureing Services

Kathy Carenbauer, Admissions Director
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A Look Back . . .
Sects in Medicine: The Early X-Rated
By Mavis Kallsen

Reprint fr o m  The Bulletin, Nov. 19~5. 
By Mavis Kallsen, Curator, PCMS Ar
chives. E ditors Note: The March issue 
o f  The Bulletin fea tu red  a  story on 
C.H. Spinning, the M edicine Man. This 
w as the third in a  series o f  h istorical 
artic les The Bulletin is reprinting. Ma
vis Kallsen is the au th or o f  the story on
C.H. Spinning. The Bulletin fa i le d  to 
note this in the March issue. Our ap o l
ogies a n d  sincere thanks f o r  the e ffort  
Mrs. Kallsen p u t  fo rth  to bring the 
M edical Society a  f in e  collection o f  his
torica l articles.

T here is no d irect reference to Medi
cal Sectarianism  in the early annals of 
the POMS. T he requirem ents for m em 
bership in the PCMS w ere the acquire
m ent o f a regular m edical education and 
six m onths residence in the County.' 
M em bership in the PCMS was neces
sary to join the State Medical Associa
tion form ed a year later, a m ost presti
gious group, w hich offered ease o f 
re-location for the many itinerant physi
cians o f that day and a w ider range of 
acquaintance for all its m em bers. We 
can assume m em bership in the PCMS 
was not disdained but rather was 
sought after by all the practitioners.

On w hat basis, then, wrere so many 
physicians in Pierce County excluded 
from  m em bership in the PCMS?

T he Medical Register o f Pierce 
County recorded all those persons prac
ticing m edicine here betw een January 
1882 through the year 1890 w hen the 
State Board o f Medical Exam iners as
sum ed the responsibility o f m edical li
censure. In this ledger 16 6  practitioners 
stated their qualifications and were sup
posed  to produce diplomas to substan
tiate their statem ents. Many claim ed to 
have diplom as ‘in w ith the household 
goods, w hich are aboard ship and have 
not arrived.’ Some elaborately de

scribed  accreditation from  recognized 
authorities’ other than m edical schools. 
There w ere surgeons distinguished by 
service in w ar betw een the states, w ith 
out credentials at all, and there w ere 
som e w ho had the m edical schooling 
but didn’t quite fulfill the requirem ents 
for a diplom a . . .  as D octor Spinning. 

O f the 166 registrants, about half actu
ally produced diplom as from  m edical 
colleges, or about eighty-five bonafide 
D octors o f M edicine.

O f these eighty-five, there w ere only 
forty-one w ho were accepted  as m em 
bers o f the PCMS from  its organization 
in 1888 through January 1891.

Com pounding the mystery o f this 
elitism , many o f the genuine MD's in 
the Register had em igrated from  tw o 
cities . . . Chicago and Ann Arbor. 
There seem ed a certain clannishness to 
the fact that all o f the graduates from 
Rush Medical College, Chicago, w ere 
adm itted to the PCMS w hile the gradu
ates o f Bennet and H ahem ann, both 
Chicago m edical colleges w ere not. All 
o f the em igrants from Ann Arbor w ere 
graduates o f the University o f Michigan, 
yet only half o f these were invited to 
join the PCMS.

On a return trip to the backroom s o f 
the County-City Building, your w riter 
(Mavis Kallsen) found another early 
Medical Register. T his one was kept af
ter the State Board o f Medical Exam 
iners lnad assumed the responsibility o f 
m edical licensure in 1891.

Dr. W interm ute appears as a hum or
less, often angry man in our other arch i
val docum ents, but here he makes fun 
o f the register w hile the jocular Charles 
M cCutcheon filed quite seriously. They 
both list their 'School o f Practice’ as b e
ing Regular.’ Dr. Case registered ‘Eclec
tic and allopathic' but advertised in the 
Tacoma City D irectory o f 1888 as being 
a ‘Regular’ too. He was not a m em ber o f 
the PCMS.

W ithout d irect reference to medical 
sects in their journals, the early PCMS 
made it c lear that only the ‘regular prac
titioners o f m edicine’ need apply and 
frequently referred  to themselves as be
ing the ‘regular physicians o f the com
munity.’

Consultation w ith  the current PCMS 
Library Chairm an, an expert on just 
about every topic and especially Sects, 
led us to the first authority on Sectarian
ism in M edicine, Abraham Flexner. It 
w asn’t until the publication o f the Flex
ner Report, a study o f medical educa
tion in the U.S. and Canada in 1910, that 
m edical sectarianism  was fully de
scribed . T he Flexner Report, commis
sioned by the Carnegie Foundation for 
the Advancem ent o f Teaching, rated the 
m edical schools o f the day and de
scribed  them  in detail, sometimes cru
elly. It generated massive reforms in 
m edical education and led finally to the 
standardization o f  requirem ents forthe 
MD degree. Abraham Flexner used the 
term ‘m odern’ w here the term ‘regular’ 
is used in our old records. He described 
sects in m edicine this way . . .

"The m odern (regular) point of view 
may be retated as follow s; medicine is a 
d iscipline, in w hich  effort is made to 
use know ledge . . .  in order to effect 
certain  practical ends. W ith abstract 
general propositions it has nothing to 
do, for it has learned from  the previous 
history o f  hum an thought that men pos
sessed o f  vague preconceived  ideas are 
strongly d isposed  to  force facts to fit, 
defend or explain  them . Modern medi
cin e has therefore as little sympathy for 
allopathy as for homeopathy. It simply 
denies outright the relevancy o f value of 
either d octrine. It countenances nopre- 
suppositon that is not com mon to it 
w ith  all logical th in k in g ”

D escribed  by the Flexner Report, the 
entrance requirem ents, the teaching fa
cilities, staffs and instruction  o f thesec- 

C ontinued on nextpage
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itate Medical Association. In this way 
the standard o f health care here was im 
proved and the progress o f m edicine as 
a science was allowed to advance.

At a meeting o f the Society o f Sep
tem ber 27 , 1890, it was moved by D o c
tor Charles M cCutcheon that . . . “the 
President o f this Society challenge the 
Homeopathic Medical Society to a game 
o f baseball. ” At the next meeting. O cto
ber 8, 1890 . . . “it was moved by Dr. 
Galloway that all references to baseball 
be stricken from the minutes of the pre
vious meeting, seconded by Dr. Beebe 
and carried."

Dr. M cCutcheon had goofed again 
. . . but was his offense the mention of 
baseball, or was it his indelicate refer
ence to the existence o f Sects? I

tarian m edical schi 
tive then in 1910. Research and 
investigative clinical w ork w ere still 
minimal or non-existent and w ere p re
cluded by the dogma o f the sect. Allopa
thy practiced blood-letting and purging 
for almost every ailment. Homeopathy 
dealt w ith opposites to allopathy, pre
scribing medicines in minute amounts. 
The eclectics relied almost totally upon 
drugs and poultices for their cures.

In Chicago . . . Bennet, an eclectic 
school, and Hahnemann, a hom eo
pathic school simply didn't provide the 

Vcr-r, education in medicine nor the clinical
experience that Rush Medical College 

v,:C, did then. The University o f Michigan
p. had two separate medical colleges, one

,.'1 regular and one hom eopathic, w ith the
graduates o f both schools earning the 
same degrees in m edicine even though 
the homeopathic course o f study was 

n much abbreviated and substituted the
dogma for laboratory work. Flexner 

" urged then, in 1910, that these discrep
ancies in the issuance of MD degrees be 
eliminated.

A generation earlier, the PCMS had al- 
: ready eliminated these poorly trained

- sectarians from its membership by re-
V  quiring a ‘regular medical education’

' for 11 applicats . . . giving sects in medi-
-  cine a double X-rating by also making it

impossible for the sectarians to jo in  the

COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION 
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAMS SCHEDULED FOR 1985-86 

P = Physician Course /  A = Allied Health Course

Com puterized Testing  
B y Fastest

Psyc ho logic a I, Vocat ion al, 
Edueat ional

Adult and Children

Harold B. Johnston, MD, P.S.
Allen mo re Mcdical Center, B-3009 

South lfltli & I Inion 
Tacoma, WA 98405 

T elephone 383-2413

[PblAPER RASH^t
IS NOT A WAY OF LIFE

You can recommend professional 
diaper service with confidence.

•  Laboratory Controlled. E a c h  m o n t h  
a  r a n d o m  s a m p l e  o f  o u r  d i a p e r s  is  
s u b j e c t e d  t o  e x h a u s t i v e  s t u d i e s  i n  a  
b i o c h e m i c a l  l a b o r a t o r y .

•  Utmost Convenience. T h a n k s  t o  p i c k  
u p  a n d  d e l i v e r y  s e r v i c e ,  o u r  p r o d u c t  
c o m e s  w h e n  y o u  n e e d  i t .

•  Economical. A l l  t h i s  s e r v i c e ,  a l l  t h i s  
p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  d i a p e r  r a s h  c o s t s  
f a r  l e s s  t h a n  p a p e r  d i a p e r s  —  o n l y  
p e n n i e s  m o r e  a  d a y  t h a n  h o m e -  
w a s h e d  d i a p e r s .

CAUTION TO YOUR PATIENTS. It is illegal to 
d ispose  o f hum an excrem en l in garbage. 
Parents  are  do ing  th is w ith  p a p e r /p la s tic  
d ia p e rs .  " D is p o s a b le "  is a m is n o m e r.

Baby 
Diaper 
Service

TACOMA W A T O LL  FREE
383-BABY 1-800-562-B A B Y

Washington's Oldest, Most Trusted 
Professional Diaper Service 

Serving Our Second GenerationiF

APRIL
JH 2,9,16,23 Tac Gen Clinical Conf-INFECTIOUS DISEASE TICE (P)

' ■ TDH 5 RIGHT BRAIN/LEFT BRAIN MCDONALD (A)
TDH 9 SPEAKING “ UP THE LADD ER” SOLUM (A)
HI 17 M ARKETING YOUR INSTITUTION VIPPERMAN (A)
HI 24 PRO DUCTIVITY & DISCIPLINE SOLUM (A)

a  c"-‘ HI 24 TIM E OUT FOR CREATING YOUR FUTURE JAMES (A)
;>:! UPS 25,26 TACOMA SURGICAL CLUB TAYLOR (P)

STJ 30 AMBULATORY SURGERY AMSBURY (A)

cprco^;
MAY'Ca -1,

STJ 1 CRISIS INGRAHAM (A)

js];r[lc'i:' JH 15,16 CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE REVIEW STRAIT (P)
STJ 15,22 CAN THERE BE JOY AFTER SORROW? BOULET (A)• [i(irnc,.|j,'j'
EXI 24 OUTPATIENT & HOME BASED MEDICAL CARE MUNOZ (P/A)

rntrcici;J-' ^
SEA TBA TELEPHONE ASSESSMENT SIMMS (A)
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Ethical Guidelines 
for Medical Practice

D ue to the n u m erou s requests we h a v e  received  f o r  the Ethical 
Guidelines for Medical Practice since the f ir s t  p u b lica t io n  in N ovem 
b er  1983, u<e o r e  reprinting the Guidelines a s  a  sp ec ia l insert in this 
m o n th ’s issue o f  T he Bulletin. You will note, tw o sections have been  
rev ised  by the Ethics/Standards o f  P ractice C om m ittee a n d  a p 
p ro v ed  by the B o a rd  o f  Trustees. They Are: T ransfer o f  M edica l 
R ecords a n d  A d v e r tis in g  a n d  P ub lic ity . M arketing  P rac tice  o f  
H osp ita ls a n d  C linics w as a d d ed  to the G uidelines in 1984.

As stated in the pream ble to the Principles o f Medical Ethics 
established by the A m erican Medical A ssociation (AMA), the 
medical profession has long subscribed to a body o f ethical 
statem ents developed prim arily for the benefit of the patient. 
As a m em ber o f this profession, a physician must recognize re
sponsibility, not only to patients, but also to society, to other 
health professionals, and to self.

The follow ing guidelines for the practice o f m edicine in 
Pierce County are based on reports and opinions o f the AMA 
and W ashington State Medical A ssociation (WSMA) Judicial 
Councils, as w ell as the Principles o f Medical Ethics. In some 
instances they have been rephrased, w ith em phasis added, to 
reflect local con cern s. They are not meant to  supplant op in
ions defined by the WSMA or AMA. The)' are offered as stand
ards o f conduct w hich address issues o f particular interest in 
Pierce County in the 1980s, and they are intended to be appli
cable to all physicians and surgeons, regardless o f their p rac
tice setting, since ethical concerns affect all w ho enter the p ro 
fession o f m edicine. For the sake o f brevity, pronouns o f 
m asculine gender apply to both m ale and female physicians. 
Your com m ents and suggestions for future revisions o f these 
guidelines are w elcom ed.

A d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  P u b l i c i t y
In recent years m edical practice patterns have changed co n 

siderably, especially in regards to advertising and publicily. No 
matter how  we may feel individually, m arketing to the public is 
w ith  us, and m edicine has becom e big business, if  we are to 
m aintain our public image o f the concerned friend o f the fam 
ily and continue our interpersonal relationships a s  colleagues, 
not just com petitors, we must adhere to advertising standards 
that are in good taste, informative and not deceptive in any 
way.

Accordingly, the guidelines o f medical practice in Pierce 
County, regarding advertising are revised, and the problem  of 
telephone listing is addressed.

There are no restrictions on advertising by physicians except

as it relates to abusive p ractices that exp lo it patients, the public 
and interfere w ith freedom  in m aking an inform ed choice of 
physicians, c lin ics or hospitals. A com m unication to the public 
should be d irect, dignified and com prehensible. Aggressive, 
high-pressure advertising and pu blicity  may create unjustified 
m edical expectations.

T he com m unication may include: (A) the educational back
ground o f the physician; (B) the basis o f  w hich fee are deter
m ined (including charges for sp ecific  services); (C) available 
credit or o ther m ethods o f  paym ent; and (D) other information 
about the physician w hich a reasonable person might regard as 
relevant in determ ining w hether to seek the physicians serv
ices. I

Testim onials as to  the physician’s skill or the quality of his 
professional services should not be publicized. Solicitation is 
discouraged.

Consistent w ith  federal regulatory standards which apply to 
com m ercial advertising, a physician w h o in considering place
ment o f an advertisem ent or publicity  release, whether in 
print, radio or television should determ ine in advance that his I 
com m unication or m essage is explicitly  and implicitly truthful 
and not m isleading. T hese standards require the advertiser to 
have a reasonable basis for claim s before they are used in adver
tising. The reasonable basis must b e  established by those facts 
know n to the advertiser, and those w hich  a reasonable, pru
dent advertiser should have discovered.

Specific guidelines for telephone listings for physicians in 
Pierce County are as follow s:

1.) In  telephone d irectory  listings o f  D octors o f  Medicine 
o r  D octors o f  O steopathy ancl in other accepted  media of 
com m unications, it is p r e fe ra b le  f o r  the physic ian ’s name to 
be fo llo w ed  by the abb rev ia tion  "M.D" o r  "D.O". The 
abbrev ia tion  ‘‘Dr." preced in g  the n am e is confusing and 
misleading.

2.) In telephone d irectory  listings, it is perm issible to list 
answ ering service num bers f o r  the convenience ofpatients.

The use o f  a  speciality  designation  in an y  listing fo r  pro
fess ion a l o r  p u b lic  use is su bject to challenge o f  the MSPC as 
regards to credentials a n d  qu a lification s o f  the physician for \ 
stu b  a  listing.

j . j  Only physic ian s w ho a r e  B o a rd  C ertified  or  limit their | 
practice  exclusively to recogn ized  specialty  should  list them- 
selves in a  designated  fie ld . M ultiple listings an d  specialty 
listings by those w ho a r e  not cer tified  o r  w ho do not limit 
their p ractice  to a  specialty  can  b e  a  fo r m  o f  s e l f  aggrandize
ment. Multiple listings a r e  routinely  lim ited to a  total o f two 
specialties o r  sub-specialties.
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St
4.) AMA specialty designations, a s  accepted  by the WSMA 

an d/or m o d ified  by tbe MSPC, a re  tbe recognized designa
tions o f  the M edical Society. It is understood that certain o f  
these m ay have lim ited m eaning f o r  the general public, an d  
therefore, physicians m ay subm it m od ified  o r  clarifying  
terms fo r  approva l by the M edical Society. Clarifying term i
nology will be determ ined by the follow ing criteria estab
lished by the WSMA: (1) the validity o f  the specialty; (2) the 
extent to which the m odification s o f  listings is necessarily ex
planatory  to the patien t; ( j )  the necessity o f  precisely  defin 
ing the lim ited o r  unlim ited p ractice o f  the physician.

The use o f descriptive terms not related to  any specific  sp e 
cialty is not recom m ended, for exam ple:
Not recom m ended: O besity , E m otion al H ang-ups, 
etc.

The use o f  descriptive term s for sp ec ific  m odes o f therapy or 
procedures rather than a specia lty  is not recom m ended, e .g .. 
Acupuncture, D iatherm y, G roup Therapy, T erm ination  
o f  pregnancy, B ir th  co n tro l, M egavitam ins, C helation  
therapy, W eight red u ction , e tc .

Disease-oriented clin ic listings should  not b e  used , for e x 
ample, Acupuncture-Pain Clinic.

It is not desirable to  have any physician m em ber listed in the 
telephone directory as part o f  any listing other than "Physi
cians and Surgeons, M.D." or “Physicians and Surgeons, D O." 
(Listing under such headings as H ypnotism , Marriage and Fam
ily Counselors, Reducing Weight Control Services, etc . is not 
recom m ended.)

Marketing Practice of Hospitals and Clinics
Marketing practices o f  hospitals and clin ics involving partic

ipating physicians should conform  to  the eth ical guidelines 
of the Medical Society o f  Pierce County.

Call Coverage
Access to  a patient's physician is not to  be com prom ised . 

Call coverage m ust be arranged so  that patients, clin ics, h osp i
tals and em ergency room s can readily locate physicians or 
their covering colleagues. Call coverage Should be sim ilar in 
scope; that is, it should represent a level o f  care consistent w ith  
that provided by the patient's physician. Freestanding clinics 
should provide call coverage during the hours they are not 
Open.

Communication
W hen more than one physician has b een  involved in the care 

o f a given patient, each involved physician should carcfully  
com municate to  each o f  the other involved physicians inform a
tion available to h im  w h ich  m ay affect understanding o f the 
patient’s condition and care. Transmittal o f  inform ation is w ith  
perm ission o f the patient.

Competition
Ethical m edical practice thrives b est under free market c o n 

ditions w h en  prospective patients have adequate inform ation  
and opportunity to  ch o o se  freely am ong com p etin g  physi
cians in alternate system s o f  m edical care.

Emergency Care
W hen em ergency care is provided by a physician or source  

other than the patient’s prim ary care physician , records o f  this 
care should  be provided to  the prim ary care physician if  the 
patient desires. The physician or provider o f  care should ask 
the patient if  he desires that his records be so  provided. In all 
cases, the provision  o f care under urgent or em ergency cir
cum stances should  be perform ed in a m anner that respects and 
supports the concept o f continuity  o f  care, and the patient’s 
relationship w ith  his prim ary physician.

Fees
Fee sp litting in any form is unethical behavior and is not to 

be tolerated. Fees charged by physicians should not be ex ces
sive w h en  com pared w ith  charges by sim ilar physicians in the 
area, in the state, and in the region for sim ilar services.

Freestanding Clinics
Freestanding “convenience care” or “urgent care" clin ics are 

not an unethical practice o f  m edicine, provided the physicians 
associated w ith  such clin ics adhere to  the Principles o f Medical 
Ethics and Standards o f  Care as established by the Medical So
ciety o f  Pierce C ounty W ashington State Medical Association  
and the Am erican Medical A ssociation, and the current op in
ions o f the Judicial Councils o f  the AMA and WSMA.

T he ethical principles actuating and governing a group or 
c lin ic  are the sam e as those applicable to  the individual. As a 
group or clin ic is com p osed  o f individual physicians, each of 
w h o m , w heth er em ployer, em ployee or partner, is subject to 
the Principles o f  Medical Ethics, the establishm ent o f  a busi
ness or professional organization does not relieve them  either 
individually or as a group from  the obligation they assum e 
w h en  entering the profession.

Transfer o f Medical Records
W here as in the past, il w as com m on practice to  transfer 

m edical records betw een  physicians w ithout problem s and 
w ithout cost, this has not been  the case in recent years. There 
have been increasing associated costs and there have b een  a 
new  crop o f  problem s associated w ith  transfer requests.

Your com m ittee feels that physicians should  honor all re
quests o f  a person w h o  is or has been a patient for access to  his 
records, and that the sam e request should be honored for a 
m edical representative o f  that patient under appropriate w rit
ten authorization.

Ordinarily, a sum m ary o f  pertinent patient information 
should be considered satisfactory.

For cop y in g  charts, d ie originating physician's o ffice  may 
charge a reasonable fee. The com m ittee  feels that 50  cents per 
page is reasonable. This charge may be lev ied against the pa
tient. the patient's representative, or the requesting physician.

Access to a chart should onlv be w ithheld  w here prohibited  
bv law. or where, tor psychiatric or other m edical reasons in 
the judgement o f  the patient's physician, such release w ould be 
detrim ental to the patient Under those conditions, access 
should only be pursuant to an order o f  the court.

It is unethical to w ithhold  transfer o f  m edical records or 
provision o f  a copy o f  m edical records because o f an unpaid  
bill tor m edical services.

It is suggested  that access to m edical records in the originat
ing physician's office bv the requesting physician's personnel
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be granted, if th is is m ore con ven ien t and less ex p en siv e . In the  
sp irit o f  co o p era tio n , for charts that are v o lu m in ou s, o ld . or o f  
lim ited  value; the ph ysician  w ith  the orig inal record sh ou ld  be 
contacted  personalis bv the req u estin g  ph ysician  for su ch  in
form ation. A te leph one call m av thus .suffice.

Physician Conflict and Standards of Care
A q u estio n  regarding a p h ysician ’s standards o f  care sh ould  

b e  referred to  an appropriately e m p o w ered  co m m ittee  o f  the  
M edical S o c iety  o f  P ierce C ounts or hospital m ed ica l staff 
co m m ittee  for review. W hen actual or potential co n flic t b e 
tw e en  p h ysician s arises, verbal com m u nication  as an initial at
tem p t to  reso lve the con flic t is preferred to  w riiten  co m m u n i
cations.

Physician-Physician Relations
T he n eed  tV>r assistance at a surgical proced ure  should  ord i

narily be determ in ed  bv the physician in charge o f  the surgical 
p roced u re. If m ed ica lly  indicated, pre- and postoperative  
care o f  the patient un dergo in g  a surgical proced u re  sh ould  in 
clude the serv ices o f  the prim ary care physician . T he sharing  
o f  resp on sib ility  in th is area requires com m u n ication  b e tw e en  
the prim ary and co n su ltin g  physicians.

Physician’s Professional Obligations to the 
Community

Physicians sh ou ld  recogn ize  the responsib ilities o f  partici
patin g  in  activ ities to  prom ote an im proved  com m unity. Physi
c ians sh ould  w illin g ly  .serve on boards and com m ittees o f  the  
M edical S ociety  and other m edical organizations o f  w h ich  they  
are m em bers and should  work to m ake such organizations re
sp o n siv e  to  the n eed s o f  the profession  and  the com m unity.

Physician Responsibility
Each p h ysician  has the resp o n sib ility  to  p ro v id e  care, to the 

b e st o f  h is  ability, for the p ro b lem s o f  all patien ts accepted into 
his practice. T h is inc lu des arranging for a consu ltation  to pro
v id e  or assist in  the care o f  th o se  p ro b lem s w h ic h  are outside 
the sc o p e  o f  h is p ractice  or in w h ic h  satisfactory progress of 
d iagn osis or treatm ent is in  dou bt. An}' consu ltation  should be 
coord in ated  w ith  the prim ary ph ysician .

Restraint o f Trade
Restraint o f  trade is u n eth ica l and illegal. N oth ing in these 

g u id elin es is in tended  to  im ply restraint o f  trade.

The Right to Optimal Care
All patients sh o u ld  have available to  th em  a prim ary physi

cian  or sou rce  o f  care. W illingn ess to  se e  all patients without 
regard to  their ability  to  pay is en cou raged  and is in keeping 
w ith  the h igh est eth ica l p r in c ip les  o f  the practice o f  medicine 
Care provided  by the prim ary ph ysician  sh ou ld  emphasize 
continu ity , inclu d ing  appropriate fo llo w -u p  o f  all conditions 
under treatm ent and a system atic  program  o f  preventive care 
acco rd in g  to standards a ccep ted  by  the profession  locally. Pri
m ary care sh o u ld  a lso  be com p reh en siv e , addressing all as
p ec ts  o f  the patient's ph ysica l, m ental and em otional health in 
an appropriate manner.

Transfer o f Care
W henever a patient transfers h is m ed ica l care from  one phy

sic ian  or provider o f  care to  another, th e  physician or provider 
for w h o m  care is transferred sh ou ld  readily provide relevant 
m edica l inform ation to the n ew  ph ysician  or provider of care. 
A reasonable charge related to  su p p lies  and cop y in g  time may 
be  m ade. ■

MEDICAL SOCIETY 
MEDICAL DENTAL 
PLACEMENT SERVICE
705 S. 9 th ,  Su ite  203 
T a c o m a ,  W a s h in g to n  98405

Call 572-3709 
We Do It All

G o o d  h e lp  is  h a r d  t o  f in d ,  
b u t  n o t  f o r  u s .

W e specialize in making “ matches.”
W h o d o  w e p lace?
R e c e p t io n is ls ,  B o o k k e e p e rs ,  T ranscr ibe rs ,  
O f f i c e  Assistants, O f f i c e  M a n a g e rs .  L P N ’s, 
R N ’s, Reg. X-Ray Tech 's ,  C e r t .  Lab T e c h ’s, 
In s u ra n c e  B i l le rs

W e  A d v e r t is e ,  Test A p p l ic a n ts ,
Screen A p p l ic a n ts ,  C h e c k  R e fe re n ce s ,  
A d v is e  o n  W ages ,  A d v is e  o n  Legal 
H i r in g  P ro c e d u re s

— All Types of M ed ica l O ffice  Personnel

S P O N S O R E D  GY P H Y S I C I A N S  A N D  ( ’ i ) W K < J t l l U  B y  A  P t  l \ $ l ( ' i A b i  f i O A R O  O F  Fj I R E C T O R S
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Welcome: 
New Auxiliary 
Members!

Thirty-four spouses have joined the 
Auxiliary so far this year. As o f Feb. we 
have 20 new members, nine reinstated 
members and five resident spouse m em 
bers. We wish to thank them  for recog
nizing and accepting their responsibil
ity as members of the Pierce County 
medical community and look forward 
to a long and happy association.

The new members are: Priscilla 
Bahmiller, Anne Bailey, Kathy Birlen- 
bach, Peggy Bryant, Judy Chan, Alla 
Cherkassky, Kathy Crabill, Pam Drouil- 
lard, Joan Gehle, Jan  Halstead, Judy 
Hill, Peggy Kennel, John  Kouklis, Kim 
Nelson, Kay Plonsky, Emily Schoen- 
felder, Pauline Tobias, Ella Turner, Terri 
Virant and Pat Wearn. The reinstated 
members are: Shaaron Anderson, Pearle 

■ Baskin, Nancy Billingsley, Elena Dorey, 
Sharon Hirz, Donna McLees, Ellen 
Pinto, Deanna Wilson and Carole Wine- 

(gar.
This year the membership o f 5 resi- 

I dents’ spouses was sponsored by indi- 
I vidual members o f the Auxiliary The 
resident spouses are: James Biedel, Sally 
Freed, Debbie Hagen, Paula Tarleton 
and Carol Tolies. We wish them  good 
fortune knowing they w ill becom e 
valuable members of the medical com 
munity.

The Auxiliary fiscal year is from  June 
1 to May 31- We need your support, 

.AND your annual dues o f $ 3 8 .5 0  are 
tax deductible. Please call if you have 
new information, ideas or corrections 
for the Auxiliary yearbook.

Health Fair 
Booth big 
success.

The Health Fair B ooth  was once 
again a big success, thanks to many p eo 
ple giving up part o f their holiday w eek
end. Washington State Medical Society

provided their Pace booth  for our dis
play. Each team took blood pressures, 
and then we handed out literature on 
various subjects that the Medical Soci
ety  and Auxiliary are interested in edu
cating the public on; included among 
these are drunk driving, organ dona
tion, seat belt usage, infant car seats, 
women’s support shelter, tort reform 
and the m alpractice crisis.

Each shift that worked had at least 
one person to take b lood pressures and 
often tim es tw o or three. All together 
we took betw een 4 0 0  and 5 0 0  blood 
pressures and answered numerous 
medical questions that the public had 
about all sorts o f  subjects from  cataract 
surgery to w ho has the b est health in 
surance plan. We also w ere able to  give 
people a number to call to find a physi
cian if  they needed one.

Overall, I th ink w e provided a real 
com m unity service and at the same 
tim e helped project the image o f very 
caring professionals and families.

Among those w ho worked were: 
Marilyn and Ken Bodily, Cindy Ander
son, Nikki Crowley, Paul Schneider, 
Chris Jordan, Jo  and Gil Roller, June and 
Barry Weled, Wayne and Sally Larson, 
Richard Hawkins, Guus Bischoff, Bill 
and Marge Ritchie, Peter Marsh, Rubye 
Ward, Gerald and Dianna Ames, Bob 
and Debby McAlexander, Matt and Kris 
W hite, Joh n  and G erry McGowan, Cha
rles and Shauna W eatherby Suzie and 
Pat Duffy, Ginnie and Ray Miller and 
Doug Jackm an w ho helped any way 
he could, including helping put the 
booth  together and taking it down. 
Also, I want to thank Drs. Schneider 
and Wayne Larson office nurses for vol
unteering their tim e when the booth 
was a little short handed.

Neighborhood 
Clinic gels profits 
from art auction.

Valentine’s day brought a w et and 
blustery evening, but good food and 
fun for those attending the Auxiliary Art 
Auction. T he Neighborhood Clinic will 
receive profits from the w ent.

Over $ 15 ,938  in fram ed and matted 
art changed hands during the evening,

m uch of it signed and numbered sero- 
graphs and lithographs, plus original 
water colors and oils. The Auxiliary 
proceeds, w ith several bills outstand
ing, are just over $ 2 8 0 0 . A very profit
able evening indeed!

Many thanks go to all the fine Auxil
iary cooks w hose wonderful hors 
d 'oeuvres created a feast for both eye 
and palate. Thanks also to Georgia 
McPhee, Judy Brachvogel and Marilyn 
Baer for the lovely, springlike decora
tions. Judy and Pat Donley assisted the 
auction secretary w ith careful record 
keeping. Sonya Hawkins, Mary Schaefe- 
rle, Ginnie Miller, Shauna Miller (Gin- 
nie’s daughter-in-law), Mimi Jergens, 
Rubye Ward, Kirs W hite, Nikki Crow
ley, Susie Duffy, D ot Truckey, Reta Berg
strom , Marie Griffith, Kathleen Birlen- 
bach, Marlene Arthur, Kit Larson, 
Shirley Kemman, LaVonne Campbell, 
Karen Graham, Ruth Jackson and 
Mildred Houglum served, cooked and 
helped handle the door. Our able wine 
stewards were Bill Sullivan and Martin 
Schaeferle, w hile Ulrich Birlenbach and 
Bob McAlexander counted change at 
the door. Marty Schaeferle, a senior at 
Charles Wright, was the Auction runner 
and literally ran all evening, keeping the 
art moving to and from the auction 
block.

Arrangements w ith the Robert Sills 
Gallery in Los Angeles were well and 
thoroughly handled by Mabele Miller. 
Ella Turner’s special help w ith publicity 
is most appreciated. We had releases in 
the “T N T", “ Pierce County Herald,’’ 
“Lakewood Press,” and “Peninsula 
Gateway,” in addition to public service 
announcem ents on radio and television, 
and readerboard coverage.

Attendance was smaller than hoped. 
O f the audience o f  106, there were 22 
physicians and their wives, plus five 
spouses attending w ithout their hus
bands. A holiday w eekend, poor 
weather and other conflicts all cut into 
our numbers.

Many thanks to those w ho assisted, 
supported and bid Triumphant buyers 
went home w ith proud grins and d eco
rative art works for hom e or office. 
Look out Tacoma, we’ve done our 1% 
tor art ■
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MEMBERSHIP
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  B y l a w s  o f  [ h e  M c d i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  P i e r c e  C o u n t y ,  C h a p t e r  S e v e n ,  S e c t i o n  A ,  

M E M B E R S H I P ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p h y s i c i a n s  h a v e  a p p l i e d  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p ,  a n d  n o t i c e  o f  t h e i r  a p p l i c a 
t i o n  is  h e r e w i t h  p r e s e n t e d .

A s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  B y l a w s ,  a n y  m e m b e r  w h o  h a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  d e r o g a t o r y  n a t u r e  c o n c e r n i n g  
a n  a p p l i c a n t ' s  m o r a l  o r  e t h i c a l  c o n d u c t ,  m c d i a t f  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  o r  o t h e r  s u c h  r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  m e m b e r 
s h i p ,  s h a l l  a s s u m e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n v e y i n g  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  C r e d e n t i a l s  C o m m i t t e e  o r  
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .

Wollochet Bay 
Waterfront

Medium Bank. Descending 
decks to moorage. Adult living in 
uniquely designed home with all 
amenities. Two bedrooms, two 
baths, plus guest apartment. 
Magnificent view. Five minutes to 
bridge.

1-851-9078, Owner

JO H N  C . PARK M .D .,
Primary Care. Bom in 

m  ^  Korea, medical school;
Jeonbug National L'niver- 

* -  ™ sity, 1984-, internship,
\  «*—• '  Presbyterian Medical

Center, 5/84-5/85. Wash- 
ington State License, 

4 1  A H  1985. Dr. Park is cur
rently practicing at 1001? Bridgeport Way 
SVf ' I  Tacoma. Washington.

CLASSIFIED
Medical Office Spacc Available

4 th  & K . Convenient to Tacoma General 
and Mary Bridge. 700 to 1200 sq. ft. Call 
594-1355.

P h y sician s N eeded ______________

P ed ia tric ia n s . Needed for part or full 
time out-patient positions. Send inquiries 
and CV to Health Specialists, CJO Dr. Gen
try Yeatman, 3602  47th St. Court, Gig Har
bor 98535 . Phone 85 1-9646.

A ssistant to  M edical D irecto r, (an alter
native to clinical practice.) Major Life Insur
ance Co. has an opportunity for a medical 
doctor who desires corp. mgmt. This posi
tion features a 40  hr. wk, final decision 
making and high visibility and upward mo
bility. Experience in reading and evaluating 
EKG essential. Salary to $ 6 0 ,0 0 0  plus out
standing benefits. Call or write John Al
mond, Almond & Rogers, 1101 Fawcett 
Ave., Suite 350, Tacoma, WA 98402 . (206) 
572-0300.

Featuring 
Tacoma's Finest Homes

R ichard  C . Pessemier 
Sales Associate

2 7 2 - 4 1 2 8  O f f i c e  7 5 9 - 2 6 9 9  HOME

Swanson-McGoldrick, Inc.
{ W A S H IN G T O N  6U U .D IN C  SUITE 302
j T A C O M A . W A S H IN C T O N 9 M 0 2

For L ease. 1500 sq. ft. in medical Dental 
Building. Lakewood, Excellent visibility. 
850 9  Steilacoom Blvd. 584-6200.

P ro fessio n al O ffice  Space. New. Two 
blocks from Allenmore. Generous lease
hold incentives. Design to suite your needs 
Call 7 5 2 - 6 6 2 2 .

U nique opportunity. L e a s e  3 5 0 0  t o  - ( 3 0 0  
s q .  ft . E s t a b l i s h e d  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  i n  d o w n 
t o w n  K e n t .  A m p l e  o f f  s t r e e t  p a r k i n g ,  e a s y  
a c c e s s  f r o m  f r e e w a y s .  L ' e a l  t o r  i n d u s t r i a l  
m e d i c i n e ,  f a m i l y  p r a c t i c e ,  p e d i a t r i c s  o r  s a l e !  
l i r e .  A v a i l a b l e  M a y  I .  ] 9 < % .  I n q u i r i e s :  D e e  
M o s c h e l l ,  - m 8  A l p i n e  W a y ,  K e n t .  W A  W 0 3 L  
( 2 0 6 )  S 5 . 2 - 7 0 N J .

ELTON BENNETT
2 1 " x 2 6 ” 

sign ed  original silkscreen

The Sawdust Empire 
In rare blue tones

M useum  m ounted  
Tastefully framed

Inquiries call 
564-7885 or 588-4804 j

For S a le  o r  L ease

Gynecologist m edical equipm ent, i n c l u d 
i n g  e o l p o s c o p e .  W i l l  s e l l  c o m p l e t e  o r  s q -> 
a r a l e l y .  5 8 4 - 1 9 1 1 .

T im e sh are  le a se  in apartment complex 
on the garden island of Kauai. For informa
tion call 627-2711.

DISCOUNT
ALLENMORE “A” BUILDING
P r a c t i c e - r e a d y  o f f ic e  s u i te  to 
s u b le a s e  S u i ta b le  lo r  o n e  or 
tw o  p e rs o n s .  All l e a s e h o ld  
im p r o v e m e n ts  in c lu d e d .  V ery  
a t t r a c t i v e  ren t  s t r u c tu r e

C a l l  D rs .  L lo y d  E lm e r  or  J im  
K o m o r o u s  752-7705 fo r  
de ta i ls

Medical Transcriptions 
and Typing

Dictaphone transcribing (micro
cassette or standard cassette). 
Typing and word processing.

All work confidential, fast and ac
curate.

Linda’s Type-Right 
475-5130

Custom Compounding Rx
Nat. Progesterone Suppositories 

25, 50,100, 200, 400 mg.

Reglan Suppositories 
Any Strength

Union Avenue Pharmacy 
2302 S. Union Ave. 

Tacoma 
752-1705
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Consider the 
causative organisms

c e r a c  o r
250-m g Pulvules t .i.d .

offers effectiveness against 
the major causes of bacterial bronchitis

H. influenzae, H. influenzae, S. pneumoniae, S. pyogenes
(ampicjllin-susceptible) (ampicillin-resistant)

Bmf Cm tin tM 1ll*raifln for jriwriblflQ
uu*8.Cecio« '«racloi uiiv.-'i moicaieoin the Bwiwit or ine (onoBirrq iftitciions «heh cau$etf Dr suscepnoie yrjiits ol (r« desmn*iw miciootQamsnN:

Lena r^pnjtoryjnieeiiors. including on6umo«>ia cat

nroioeocei)Awwiate culture 3110 iujceoiiDiiiii sigdi«s mould be pOTjnnetf a fcfgnrune susotpMriw ol w oustt***/,34̂1$̂  to Cecio*
CitnMirnw Cesfrt is conuairuJiMiesI in wueni1, «nji mo#r «tiet|r to 'K  crtUKiWMin |iout> 0' aniiDioiict 
WinlKl IN PENICILLIN-SENSITIVE PATIEN1S CEPHfiiO SPORIN ANTIBIOTICS SHOULD 0( AOMlNlSTEREO CAUTIOUSLY fHEfiE IS &INIOL AMO LABOfiATORY EVIDENCE UP PAMlAl CBDSS-AlLfflGENICHT OF TW PENICILLINS AND THE CEPWlOSPÔlNS AND THERE ARE INSTANCES IN Whm;m PATIENTS HAVE HAO REGIONS INCIUDWC ANAPHYlÂS TO BOTH DRUG CLASSES AntiDuTtics inciuOitg C«i» sfftjld be admmistweo cauti'juOy 
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LUNCHEON MEETING 
FOR RETIRED MEMBERS (and SPOUSES) OF 
THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF PIERCE COUNTY 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 1986 

‘A  TRAVELOGUE OF EGYPT and JORDAN”
with 

William W. Mattson, M.D.

DATE: WEDNESDAY, April 9, 1986

TIME: Lunch 12:00 Noon; Program - 12:45 P.M.

PLACE: Tacoma Dome Hotel
(Hickman North Room)
2611 E. “E” Street

COST: Lunch, $9.50 per person.

Reg/sfer new. Please complete the attached reservation form and return it. with a check for the appropriate amount 
made payable to the Medical Society of Pierce County, in the enclosed pre-addressed envelope.
Or, call the Medical Society office, 572-3667, to confirm your attendance.

Reservations must be made no later than Friday, April 4.

REGISTRATION:
—  Please reserve-------------------iunch(es) at $9.50 per person (tax and gratuity included). Enclosed is my

check for $________________ .

_ _ I regret I am unable to attend the lunch portion of the meeting. I will attend the program only.

D r : _______________________ __________________ ____________________

RETURN TO MSPC BY NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, APRIL 4.
22 The BuUetin, April 1986
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The real nature of 
an investment
If you measure time by the generation instead 

of the next quarter, you know that a  true investment 
is one that can deliver long term, consistent returns. 

It’s an investment in yourself, and in the coming 
generations. It's an unbroken link in the chain 

that’s as old as nature itself.

Q  First Interstate Bank
Thist and Investment Services



M EDICAL SO C IET Y  O F P IE R C E  C O U N TY  
7 0 5  S o u th  9 th , Su ite 2 0 3  

T a co m a , W ash in g to n  9 8 4 0 5

A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T I O N  R E Q U E S T E D

P I E R C E  COUNTY MEDICAL L I B R A R Y  
P„ 0 ,  BOX 5 S 7 7





Own or Lease

. -  ~ .7!7<f± - - . - b y - -  L -

Union Avenue Professional Building
1528  U n io n  A v e n u e  

Office Condominium
2 m in u te s  to  A lle n m o re  In d iv id u a lly  c u s to m  f in is h e d  

C o m p le te  f in a n c in g  a v a ila b le

927-4343
N
| NORTH SHORE PROPERTIES, LTD.

1 1 4 0  B ro w n s  P o m t Blv<3 N  E T a c o m a . W A  9 8 4 2 2

C a ll J im  M a rs o

• • • * (  
* • • • #

• M f

© #  %
f' ^ § l

1

Faster Agency Payments
Prodata is the leader in electronic claims submission: 

MEDICARE Coming Soon:
MEDICAID LABOR & INDUSTRIES
D.S.H.S. K.C.M.B.

Prodata
estem Avenue, Seattle
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5  Newsbriefs
Governor Booth Gardner signs 
SB 4630. 

Medical clinic in need o f  
supplies. 

“The Physician Glut" is topic 
o f May 13 General 
Membership Meeting. 

Resolution in U.S. House o f  
Representatives calls fo r  
reform o f  malpractice 
litigation on national level.

AMA Council says: ‘‘Not 
unethical to discontinue life 
prolonging treatment. ”

8  Board o f Trustees Report
Minutes from  March 4, 7.986' 
meeting.

10  What’s Governing Care for 
Medicare Patients — 
Physician Judgm ent o r  
DRGs
Reprint from  Western fourn a l 
o f Medicine, March 1986.

11 A Proposal for Social 
Adm ission DRG
Director o f  Medical Affairs fo r  
Pro/W, Dr. D avid Potash 
recommends setting up a DRG 
fo r  social care. Reprint from  
Western fourn a l o f Medicine, 
March 1986.

12  “Getting Away from  it All”
Close to 12 5  MSPC members 
and spouses attend March 11  
General Membership meeting.

13  College o f Medical 
Education Program s:
Cardiovascular Disease Review 
coming up May 14, 15, 16  — 
Schedule outlined.

14  Managing Accounts 
Receivable:
Recommended management 
techniques 

By David M ichaud

15  City o f Destiny
24-Hour marathon run fo r  
the American Cancer Society, 
May 16.
By Ralph Paduano

1 6  A Look Back
Easy Rider — The Great 
Bicycle Race.
By Mavis Kallsen

18  W hat Do D octors' Wives Do 
Beside Socialize? They Cope 
By Ginnie Miller

19  Auxiliary News
Congratulations Graduating 
Seniors.

2 0  Hospital News
St. foseph president D aniel F. 
Russell to leave.

Multicare names new Vice 
President.

2 2  May 13  G eneral Meeting 
A nnouncem ent

Editor: D a v i d  S .  H o p k i n s  
Managing Editor: D o u g l a s  R .  J a c k m a n
Editorial Committee: D a v i d  S .  H o p k i n s  ( c h a i r m a n ) ,  S t a n l e y  W .  T u e l l ,  W .  B e n  B l a c k e n .
MSPC Officers: R i c h a r d  H a w k i n s ,  P r e s i d e n t ;  R i c h a r d  C .  B o w e ,  P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t ;  K e n t o n  C. B o d i l y ,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ;  R o b e r t  B .  W h i t n e y .  
S c c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r ;  G u u s  W . C .  B i s c h o f f ,  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t .
MSPC Trustees: D a v i d  G .  C l a r k ,  D e M a u r i c e  M o s e s ,  C h a r l e s  M .  W e a r h c r b v ,  8 a n y  J .  V C i - Je d .  I ' -W O; M i c h a e l  I. . H a l s t e a d ,  P e t e r  K .
M a r s h ,  P a u l  D .  S c h n e i d e r ,  1 9 8 7 ;  V i r g i n i a  M i l l e r .
B oard z a d  C o m m it te e  C h a irm e n : B y l a w s .  D u d l e y  H 'aiiz, S t a n l e y  T u e J l ;  B / i i l y c i / l h u t n c c  R o b e r t  R W l m n e v .  C  n t l c . i t c n i  M c i i w n l  Fdu>.a- 
l i o n .  P e t e r  K .  M a r s h ;  C r e d e n t i a l s ,  R i c h a r d  E .  W a l t m a n ,  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  s t a n d a r d s .  R u b e n  W  O s b o r n e .  J r  , E i h i c s - ' M a n d t i n l s  <>/ P r a c 

t i c e ,  R o n a l d  G .  T a y l o r ;  G r i e v a n c e .  G u u s  W C  B i s e h o f f ;  t u t e r p n / e s s i u i i a l .  R o b e r t . )  M a n  i n .  L e t ’ i s l a  t i r e .  J a m e s  H  K r u e y e r .  / i b r a r y .  ( . . i l b e r i

G .  J o h n s t o n ;  M e d i c a l  E d u c a t i o n ,  D a v i d  B r o w n ;  M e d i c a l - Z . e ^ a l .  M a r c e l  M a i d e n .  M e m b e r s h i p  H c i i t i t i . s ,  i> u  . D>  ^ n a J d  W  . S h r e w s b u r y ,  I ' r n f v i 

s i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  P a t  D o n l e y ;  P r o g r a m .  K e n t o n  C  B o d i l y ;  I ’ u b l i c  H e a l t h / S c h o o l  H e a l t h .  T e r r y  Vi-  T o r g e i m i d .  /■'/// ( J u a l i i  y  A s s i t r t i n c e .  b . i v i d  

S p a r l i n g ;  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A g i n g ,  B r y a n  M  A r c h e r .

D e a d l i n e  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  c o p y  is  t h e  2  ^  t h  o f  t h e  m o n t h  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  H o w e v e r ,  l m . i l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o l  p u b l i c a t i o n  

d a t e  w i l l  b e  m a d e  b y  T h e  B u l l e t i n  T h e  B u l l e t i n  r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e d n  a l l  r e a d e r  e o n i n b u t i o n s  | m  b r e \  i t y ,  d a i u y  a n d  l e n g t h .  .is w e l l  

as  t o  r e j e c t  a n y  m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d .

P u b lish ed  M o n th ly  b y  t h e  M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  P i e r c e  C o u n t y ,  7 D S> S o u t h  9 t h ,  S u i t e  i n  V  l . i c o m a  W A  i 0 ^  F e l e p l i o n e  ( J t H > )  " J -  i o o o  H u l k  K a t e  I ! ^  

P o s t a g e  p a i d  a t  T a c o m a ,  W a s h i n g t o n .  T h e  B u l l e t i n  i s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o l  m e d i c  i n c  a n d  a l l i e d  p i " l o s m n s  I l i e  o p i n i o n - ,  h e r e i n  a r e  i l i o - i e  o t  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  c o n t r i b u t o r  a n d  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o l  i h e  S o c i e t y  m i  l e s s  s< > s u i e d  A c c c p f a t i i  c  <•! . m i i  i n n i o ' . i v e  ' n . ' t m i t o

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a p p r o v a l  o r  e n d o r s e m e s n t  o f  p r o d u c t s  o r  s e r v i c e s  a d v e r t i s e d  T h e  t i n  I  l e i  i n  a n d  t h e  M e d i i  a I S o e i e t  \ o l  I ' i c  i c e  i . o i m n  t e s t  r v e  t h e  n g h i  t o  r e i e e  i 

a n y  a d v e r t i s i n g .  A d v e r t i s i n g  r a t e s  m a y  b e  s e c u r e d  f r o m  M K  T i p t o n  C o m  m u  r u t  a t  i o n  S e r v  i e e s .  2 < > u -  l i i  id j > c  p o r i  W a \ ,  W e - a .  ‘s m i e  i i .. I . n o m a  \V.-\. ' a s - i o o .  

( 2 0 6 )  5 6 ^ - 3 8 3 ] ,  T h e  B u l l e t i n  i s  p r i n t e d  i n  T a c o m a ,  W a s h i n g t o n  b y  L a k e w o o d  P r i n t i n g .
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Sicker and quicker —  is that w hat 
happens under DRGs, patients leave the 
hospital sicker and quicker? Are patients 
sicker now  w hen they leave the hospital 
than they used to be? Axe they leaving 
the hospital sooner now  than they used 
to? Length o f stay statistics and anti
dotal observations suggest that this may 
be true.

DRGs and PPS (diagnostic related) 
groups and prospective payment sys
tem s) are the latest in a series o f  efforts 
by M edicare to con trol the costs o f  m ed
ical care . It has changed the incentives.

Incentives
T h e obvious change in incentive is 

that the hospital gets paid for a hospital 
stay w ithout regard for what it cost. 
That is quite a sw itch  from  cost based 
reim bursem ent, w here the hospital gets 
paid only for w hat they do. This incen
tive passes through to physicians w ho 
are interested in assuring the success of 
their hospital. It is an interesting obser
vation that financial pressure on hospi
tals has changed physician behaviors.

T hese changes run into some co n 
flicts w ith  the patients’ incentives. Pa
tients have com e to exp ect that medical 
care w ill b e  convenient and com fort
able, that they will be well when they' 
leave the hospital. This is a relatively

new  developm ent, o ccu rrin g  largely 
because in recent years som eone else 
has been  w illing to pay the bills. T hose 
incentives o f  convenience, com fort and 
cost to  the patient do have significant 
im pact on the system . I hope that the 
m ajor incentive for our profession is to 
take care o f people, to do the best job 
possible to keep them  healthy or return 
them to better health. T here are other 
incentives —  money, personal satisfac
tion. prestige are som e o f the positive 
ones. A ccountability and liability are 
also incentives.

Consequences
It really should not com e as a surprise 

if  patients leave the hospital sicker and 
quicker. M edicare w ants m edical care to 
be less expensive, w hich translates into 
less care (as well as m ore efficiency and 
lower incomes). An obvious outfall o f 
less hospital care is that patients w ill get 
less hospital care. 3 mean, if there is go
ing to be less hospital care, w ho is going 
to receive less care? The patient.

Less hospital care m eans m ore care 
out o f  hospital. Perhaps it is less conven
ient and more uncom fortable tor pa
tients to recover at hom e, but it can be 
done. There are opportunities for inno
vation in medical care.

The net results o f any change, such as

DRGs. are hard  to predict. We can ex
p ect that the consequences will include 
som e unplanned effects as well as the 
planned ones. We can  also expect that 
som e o f  the results w ill be positive and 
som e w ill be negative.

Shades of Grey
W hen is the right tim e for someone to 

leave the hospital? T hat is a pretty sig
nificant q u estion , and I w ish there were 
som e sort o f good  answ ers. I f  the pa
tient gets to the point that he would not 
be adm itted, then I suppose he could go 
hom e to  finish  recovering. Maybe peo
ple do not need  to  stay in  the hospital 
until the\' are w ell, only until they no 
longer require hospital care. Note the 
difference betw een  being w ell and be
ing w ell enou gh . Shades o f grey are re
ally hard to codify. It seem s like I have 
heard that before —  how  do you mea
sure quality m edical care?

We are exp ected  to  take good care of 
our patients, provide them  with the 
best m edical care, at m inim al cost, and 
w ith universally good  outcomes. We 
can  exp ect to  b e  held accountable, and 
to  be criticized  if w e fall short of the 
mark.

D o  you ever feel like you are right be
tw een a ro ck  and a hard place? I guess 
we should be used to  it.

—  R ichard Hawkins
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Governor Booth Gardner 
signs Senate Bill 4630.

Governor Boorh Gardner signed into 
legislation April 4 , Senate B ill 4 6 3 0  
with no changes, leaving the bill virtu
ally intact as it was submitted to the 
Governor.

Both the Senate and House passed the 
bill by two to one margins despite op
position from the leadership in both 
he 'ses.

Senate Majority Leader, Ted Bottiger 
(2nd District) was very distraught when 
the Senate concurred and passed the bill 
as amended by the House.

Speaker of the House Wayne Ehlers, 
also of the 2nd District, opposed the 
legislation, but made certain it received 
a fair hearing. It passed the House by a 
vote o f  66- 3 1 .

The following legislators deserve a 
vote of thanks for having the courage to 
withstand tremendous pressure from 
the opposition and continue to  support 
the enactment o f major tort reform , the 
first reform legislation in many years.

District Legislator Phone
25 Dan Grimm 786-7968
25 George Walk 786-7948
26 Linda C. Thomas 786-7964
26 Bill Smitherman 786-7802
28 Sally Walker 786-7958
28 Shirley Winsley 786-7890
29 Brian Ebersole 786-7996
29 P J. Gallagher 786-7906
28 Senator Stan Johnson 786-7654

(Senator Johnson was the only Senator from 
Pierce County to support SB4630) 
Legislative Address:
Legislative Bldg.
Olympia, WA 9 8 5 0 4

Senate Bill 4630 provides 
for:

1. Accelerated physician-patient privi
lege. Intent is to expedite resolution of 
medical malpractice claim s by provid
ing, after the privilege has been  waived, 
medical information obtained through

informal discovery, i.e ., physicians will 
be treated as any other w itness; they 
may not be com pelled to  talk to anyone 
about a notice o f deposition or sub
poena, but they may talk to anyone, if 
they choose.

2. Attorney Fees. A court shall deter
mine reasonableness o f a party's attor
ney's fees if petitioned by that party.

3- Limitation on Non-Economic Dam
ages. Provides for an inflation adjusted 
sliding scale o f lim its based on the ex
pectancy o f life o f the claimant. A high 
o f  approximately 5 5 7 3 ,0 0 0  at birth and 
d eclin in g  to a m inim um  $ 1 1 7 ,0 0 0  
based on fifteen years life expectancy.

4. Apportionment o f damages. Appor
tions fault among all entities w hich 
caused claimant s damages, including 
third party defendants, entities released 
by claimant or w ith immunity or indi
vidual defenses against the claimant. 
Liability of each defendant is only for its 
share o f fault if the claimant was also at 
fault.

5. Statute o f Limitations. Reduces the 
current 26-year “long tail” for minors 
to eight years by imputing knowledge 
o f a custodial parent or legal guardian 
to the minor. All lawsuits involving 
m ed ical m alp ractice  m ust be filed 
w ithin three years o f the negligent act 
o r w ithin one year o f discovery, but in 
no event can the case be brought after 
eight years. This amendment decreases 
the current 26-year period o f liability 
exposure in medical malpractice cases 
involving minors.

6 . Periodic Payments. Provides for peri
odic payment o f  an award for future 
damages o f at least 8 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  if a party 
requests.

7 . Liability of Officers and Directors of 
Non-Profit Corporations. Limits the in
dividual liability o f members of boards 
o f directors o f hospitals unless a deci
sion to  grant priv ileges to  provide 
health care constitutes gross negli
gence

What’s ahead for 
this legislation?

Predictions are that the trial attorneys 
will not sit still and accept this bill and 
its ramifications. They are expected to 
initiate a referendum process to have 
the issue put on the November ballot.

The old saying. “Politics ought to be 
the part-time profession of every citi
zen," is a fam iliar one. President 
Eisenhow er’s admonition is even more 
true today than w hen he said it more 
than thirty years ago. We live in a com 
petitive, special interest democracy, 
one that thrives on the expressions and 
actions of groups of citizens w ho share 
com m on concerns. Citizen involve
ment in government has never been 
greater.

Physicians and their families cannot 
afford to ignore this political reality be
cause the medical community repre
sents a special interest group as well. 
And, if our voices are to be heard in the 
legislative and political arena, we must 
becom e actively involved.

This is an election year. Those legisla
tors listed on this page supported you 
on this vitally needed legislation. You 
can help support their re-election by as
sisting them in their campaign. Call 
their office and ask how you can help. 
There are numerous ways to assist. Step 
forward. You will find it to be a reward
ing experience.
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AM Council in 
Ethical and 
Judicial Affairs 
clarifies opinion.

Says, “It is not unethical to 
discontinue life prolonging 
treatment.”

T h e AMA’s Council on Ethical and Ju
dicial Affairs has clarified  its opinion on 
w ithholding or w ithdraw ing life--pro
longing m edical treatm ent to  m ake it 
c lear that w ithdraw al o f artificial feed 
in g  and  h y d ratio n  fo r p erm an en tly  
com atose patients is not unethical, p ro 
vided certain  safeguards are present.

T h e  new  opinion says that a physi
c ia n  should  con sid er the p rio r e x 
pressed  w ishes o f  the patient and the at
titudes o f the family or those w h o have 
responsibility for the custody o f the pa
tient. Even if death is not im m inent, but 
a patient's com a is beyond doubt irre
versible, “it is not unethical to d iscon
tinue all m eans o f  life-prolonging treat
m ent, including artificial feeding and 
hydration,” the new opinion says.

The resolution urges states to reform 
tort and insurance laws by capping non
econ om ic losses, m andating joint and 
several liability and instituting struc
tured payouts o f  large settlem ents.

A ccording to  Porter, the House Ways 
and Means C om m ittee’s health subcom 
m ittee was to  have held hearings on the 
issue in April.

I f  states don’t reform  their laws, the 
Federal governm ent may be forced to 
“take som e form  o f  tax code or Medi
care payment action against sta tes" said 
Porter. Porter also released a General 
A ccounting O ffice (GAO) report on the 
attitudes o f  37 special interest groups 
tow ard m alpractice.

Although many of the groups sur
veyed said the cost o f  m alpractice insur
ance is creating a problem  in the health 
care field, the report found no con sen
sus on the problem 's scope or solution. 
GAO is exp ected  in July to  issue a report 
on the econom ic costs o f m alpractice, 
and tw o reports analyzing m alpractice 
case  studies are expected  at year-end.

T h e opinion was announced at a con 
ference on m edical eth ics in New O r
leans sponsored by the AMA and the 
H astings Center, attended by about 25 0  
physicians.
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Reducing 
Malpractice 
Insurance costs 
favored.

A national public opinion survey co n 
ducted for the Insurance Inform ation 
Institute, New York City, reveals that 
A m ericans w ould  su p p o rt m easures 
aim ed at reducing m edical m alpractice 
insurance costs.

For exam ple, 7 2 %  favor establishing 
legal lim its on the am ount o f  m oney 
lawyers can receive from  m edical m al
practice suits. Tw o-thirds also  support 
having doctors spend m ore tim e e x 
plaining the risks and potential p rob
lems patients may face, even i f  this in 
creases d octors’ fees.

In  addition, sm aller m ajorities th ink 
th ere  should b e  a legal cap  o n  the 
amount o f  money patients can  collect 
from m alpractice claim s, and that pa- 
cients and doctors should be required to 
appoint skilled arbitrators to settle all 
m alpractice claim s. B y  con trast, the 
m ajority o f  Am ericans, close to four- 
fifths o f  the population, oppose requir
ing patients to  sign a release agreeing 
not to sue for m alpractice.

House resolution 
calls for reform of 
malpractice 
litigation, 
insurance on 
national level.

Reps. Jo h n  Porter (R-IL) and Pete 
Stark (D-CA) introduced a resolution 
M arch 3 asking states to resolve the 
problem  o f increasing medical m alprac
tice claim s and insurance costs.

Computerized Testing 
By Fastest

F .'sy rh o ld i'jca l, Vex a r io m tl. 
IM u c a f  io jia l

A d u li vuk! (:|)iU(r(.7i

Harold B. Johnston , MD, P.S.
A llc n m n r e  M e d ic a l O n t .o r .  fi 

S o u th  JWl.h &  I 'n io n  
T a c o m a , W A  9K4<i5 

T e l e p h o n e  3 8 3 - 2 4 1 3

“The 
Physician
Glut”

Dr. W erner Sam son, Seattle Cardiolo
gist and C hairm an, University of Wash
in g to n  M edical S ch o o l Admissions 
C o m m ittee , w ill  address the issue, 
“T h e Physician Glut,” as the primary 
speaker at the May 13 General Member
ship M eeting at the Executive Inn in 
Fife.

From  h is u n iq u e  perspective as 
Chairm an, Adm issions Committee and 
bein g  in private practice, Dr. Samson 
w ill com m ent on  the University’s role in 
producing m ore physicians in light of a 
predicted  over supply o f  7 0 ,0 0 0  physi
cians in  1990  and 1 4 0 ,0 0 0  physicians 
by 2 0 0 0 . How is the physician today to 
be e ffected , and w hat does the future 
hold? Plan to  attend. It w ill be an excel
lent program . See page 22 for your 
m eeting  notice.

f tDIAPER RASH
SS NOT A WAY OF LIFE

You can recommend professional
diaper service w ith  confidence.

•  Laboratory Controlled. Each month 
a random  sample o f  our diapers is 
subjected to  exhaustive studies in a 
biochem ical laboratory.

•  Utmost Convenience. Thanks to pick 
up and delivery service, our product 
comes when you need it.

•  Economical. A ll th is  service, all this 
p ro te c tio n  against diaper rash costs 
far less than  paper diapers -  only 
pennies m ore a day than home- 
washed diapers.

CAUTION TO YOUR PATIENTS. It is illegal to 
dispose of human excrement in garbage. 
Parents are doing this with paper/plaslic 
diapers. "Disposable”  is a misnomer.

i - D i a p e r  
service

TA C O M A  W A TOLL FREE
383 - BABY 1 -800-562-BABY

W ashington's Oldest, M ost Trusted 
Professional D iaper Service 

I Serving O ur Second Generation



Medical Clinic in 
need of supplies

In the small M exican village o f Ta- 
palpa, w hich is located in the moun
tains betw een Guadelajara and the Sea 
o f  Cortez, a young w om an w ho at
tended The Annie Wright School in the 
early 1970s has founded a m edical 
clinic. It is serving the very poor o f the 
area and is in fact the only medical help 
that is available for many.

She has rented a building, hired a 
doctor and has been in operation for 
about 18 months. She is gradually accu
mulating the equipment she needs, but 
at the present time is looking for a scale, 
an incubator blanket and an autoclave 
sterilizer. I f  anyone has any o f the above 
that are surplus, a tax-deductible gift 
would be greatly appreciated. For de
tails, please contact Gil Roller, MD, 597- 
6542.

V _______________

Health Care Buyers 
Guide available to 
MSPC members.

The Health Care Buyers Guide, A 
Cost Containm ent Manual for Pur
chasers o f Health Care Benefits, is avail
able to members on a tw o-w eek loan 
basis from the Medical Society Office. 
The manual is published by  the Health 
Care Purchasers Association of Puget 
Sound (HCPA).

Some m em bers o f the HCPA are 
Alaska Airlines, Boeing Airplane Co.. 
Boise Cascade, Tacoma Public Schools, 
Weyerhaeuser and many other large 
firm s doing business in the Puget 
Sound.

The Manual was developed to assist 
employers in designing, implementing 
and coordinating health care cost con 
tainment strategies. The chapter titles 
will give you an idea o f  the content: 
“Claims Data Review, Affecting Utiliza
tion, Alternative Delivery System s, D e
signing a Cost Containment Plan” and 
others.

If you are interested in reading the 
Manual, call the Medical Society O ffice 
at 572-3667 , and it will be sent to you.

Improve Cash Flow
A c o m p u te r  in  y o u r o ff ic e  can im p ro v e  cash f lo w  an d  increase  office  
e ffic ie n cy . By o ffe r in g  a varie ty  o f  systems, we can h e lp  you f in d  The 
C o m p u te r  System to  m e e t y o u r  s p e c if ic  needs.

Systems star! as low as $5,000 
or (ess than $140 per month

•  Single or m ulti-user systems •  Com plete tra in ing and installation
•  M ainta in  accouinfs receivable •  insurance and Patient B illing
•  M edica l w ord  processing & m ore •  90 day fu ll cred it system exchange

Contact Dan Rivera — 564-3581 
for complimentary needs analysis

7822A 27th St. West, Tacoma, W A

H e a l t h  E d u c a t i o n a l  S y s t e m s

Doctors and Administrators. . . .
P LAN  FOR TO M O R R O W !
W e  can o ffe r you qu a lifie d  personnel 
sp e c ia lly  tra ined  fo r  the  m ed ica l and 
insurance industry in the  fo llo w in g  areas:

* Insurance C/aims
* M e d ic o / T e r m in o lo g y

* C/aims C od ing
* C R T  O pera tion  and  Dafa Enfry

To learn  more a b o u t ou r cost free service, 
CALL

LYDIA HERNANDEZ
475-1980

7 0 3 0  So. Sprague, Tacoma, W A  9 8 40 9

Audi 5000$  Sedan

. . .  then select 
your new Audi 
and pay only 
cost plus 10%.

c u p  t h Is a d
and bring it to the 

dealership.. .

Audi
*Turbo Quattro exclu ded

Tom Carstens 
Porsche-Audi

7044 S. Tacoma Way — 474-0651

F in a n c in g  to  84 
m o n th s  on 

a p p ro v a l o f c red it. 
Offer expires April 30,1986

Audi 4000S

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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X

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MINUTES 

March 4,1986

T h e Board o f Trustees o f the Medical 
Society  o f Pierce County m et on Tues
day, M arch 4 , 1986  at St. Josep h Hospi
tal (C onference Room s 1 & 2). M embers 
present w ere D rs.: H awkins (President), 
W hitney, Schneider, Bodily, Halstead, 
M arsh, B is c h o ff , M oses, B ow e, 
W eatherby and Mrs. Miller, Auxiliary 
President.

Also present by invitation w ere D rs.: 
Taylor, H offm eister, Fulcher, Russell, 
Cheah, W aldron and Bargren and MSPC 
Executive D irector, Mr, Jackm an.

Dr. H awkins opened  th e m eeting. 
The Board o f Trustees Minutes o f the 
February 4 . w ere approved and filed.

Finance Report: Dr. W hitney, Sec-
retary-Treasurer, noted that the Society 
had advanced M em bership Benefits, 
Inc. 8 5 ,0 0 0  due to a cashflow  problem  
as a result o f slow m onths in placem ent 
in November and D ecem ber, a heavy 
sales tax  expense for the p ocket d irec
tory and Publications w ere not proving 
as profitable as anticipated. T he report 
was filed.

Auxiliary Report: Mrs. Miller re
ported  on the Tacom a Mall Health Fair, 
noting that volunteer participation in 
the event needs to be re-evaluated. She 
observed that at tim es the booth  had 
only one person available to provide 
blood  pressure testing and m eet the 
public.

It was recom m ended that the lo ca
tion o f the health fair booth  be studied 
before accepting the assignm ent in fu
ture health fairs.

It was reported by Mrs. Miller that the 
A uxiliary art auction would net approx
imately * 3,000 w hich  would benefit 
th e  N eighborhood  C lin ic  and o ther 
philanthropic pro jects o f the Auxiliary. 
T he Board discussed alternative dates

to conduct the future art auctions so as 
not to  con flict w ith  other organizations 
efforts. Mrs. M iller noted the Auxiliary 
w ill be reevaluating its philanthropic 
position and m ethods o f dispensing its 
funds.

EMS Com m ittee Report: Dr. Ful
cher reported on the EMS C om m ittee 
m eetings o f  January 2 3  and February- 
27 , noting the con cern  o f  em ergency 
physicians and th e  m alp ractice  p re 
mium increase for physicians providing 
on-line m edical d irection for pre-hospi
tal care. T he additional cost to the phy
sician is reported  to b e  approxim ately 
$ 4 ,0 0 0 -8 5 ,0 0 0  annually. A m otion was 
made that “A RESOLUTION THAT PRE
HOSPITAL DIRECTION IS A RESPONSI
B IL IT Y  OF TH E TACOMA/PIERCE 
C O U N T Y  HEALTH DEPARTM ENT.” 
T h e  m o tio n  w as unanim ou sly  ap 
proved.

Public Health/School Health 
Committee:

The Board again discussed d iscrep
ancies in DSHS reim bursem ent policies 
for services rendered. It was agreed that 
the Society w ould w rite a letter to DSHS 
seeking to rectify the inequities and 
urged all m em bers to  w rite and impress 
upon DSHS that the m edical com m u
nity is concerned  w ith the issue. T he re 
port was filed.
Ethics/Standards o f Practice 
Committee:

Dr. Taylor, Chairm an, reported that 
the Guidelines for the Transfer o f Medi
cal Records had been slightly amended 
as previously approved by the Board o f 
Trustees. The report was filed.

C o m m i t t e e  o n  A g in g :  It was re
ported that representatives from  the 
Home H ealth C are, Tacom a/Pierce 
County Health Departm ent Adult Pro

tective Services, City o f  Tacoma, De
partm ent o f  H um an Development and 
M arcourt Day C enter m et w ith the com
m ittee and discussed their activities. 
T h e report was filed.

G rievance Com m ittee: Dr. Bis
ch o ff, C h airm an , rep orted  that the 
C om m ittee had discussed the Board of 
Trustee’s action  w hich would appoint 
one or tw o lay m em bers to the Commit
tee. T h e  C om m ittee agreed that this is
sue should be brought before the Soci
ety m em bership  to seek comment and 
approval. T he B oard  o f Trustees con
curred  and a questionnaire will be sent 
to the m em bership  seeking their views 
o f the matter.

L eg isla tio n : Dr. H aw kins com
m ented on the recent activities in the 
current session o f  the legislature re
garding issues such as liability, uncom
pensated care, seat belt law and natural 
death act.

WSMA N om inees: Dr. Hawkins 
noted that nom inations for officers, 
trustees and AMA delegate alternate po
sitions for WSMA need  to be submitted 
prior to May 1. Dr. Hawkins asked the 
Board to give the m atter consideration 
and it w ill b e  discussed on the April 
agenda.
Q u ality  A ssuran ce Memo: It
was brou ght to  the  attention of the 
Board a quality assurance memoran
dum report form  that is utilized in some 
o f the local hospitals to repot incidents 
to the W ashington Hospital Liability In
surance Fund. T h e con cern  was that in
dividuals involved in the report are of
ten unaw are that a rep ort has been 
subm itted o r that an incident has taken 
place. T he physician involved is not 
asked to  com m ent, A m otion was made 
that “TH E BOARD OF TRUSTEES RE-
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QUEST THE PRESIDENT O F EACH 
HOSPITAL MEDICAL STAFF REQUEST 
THAT ALL Q U ALITY ASSURANCE 
MEMORANDUMS, REPO RTS, ETC. 
MUST BE REVIEW ED BY: 1) THE PHY
SICIAN CONCERNED AND 2)  THE 
QUALITY ASSURANCE COMMITTEE 
PRJOR TO THE REPORT BEING DIS
TRIBU TED " The letter would be sent 
to all hospital administrators, chiefs of 
staff, hospital m edical d irectors and 
WSMA. The m otion was seconded and 
unanimously passed.

Hospital Advertising: A letter
had been sent to Dr. Haw'kins question
ing the ethics of recent radio com m er
cials by a local hospital. A motion was 
m a d e ’that "T H E  LETTER BE R E
FERRED TO TH E ETHICS/STAND
ARDS OF PRACTICE COMMITTEE FOR 
RESOLUTION.’ The m otion was sec
onded and unanimously passed.

Board of Trustees Retreat:
The Board discussed possible loca

tion sites and formats for the scheduled 
June 7 Board of Trustees Retreat.

Specialty Society 
Representation on Board of 
Trustees:

Dr. Hawkins noted that specialty so
ciety representatives sat on the Board of 
Trustees as ex-officio members. Two 
new formerly organized groups have 
emerged in the county and it was rec
ommended that their representatives be 
permitted to sit on the Board o f Trust
ees as ex-officio members. A motion 
was made that "EMERGENCY PHYSI
CIAN AND SENIOR PHYSICIAN REP
RESENTATIVE'S BE INVITED TO AT
TEND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEFES 
MEETING AS EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS ’ 
The motion was seconded and unani
mously passed.

AMA Leadership Conference 
Report:

Mr. Jackm an reported on the AMA 
Leadership Conference held in Chicago 
February 2 0 - 2 2  attended by D r s. 
Hawkins. Bowe and himself.

WSMA House o f Delegates 
Meeting:

Dr. Hawkins announced that WSMA 
may be calling a special m eeting o f the 
House o f Delegates for Saturday, April 
19 to deal with the issue o f  liability re 
form as it emerges from the legislature.

Public Interaction with MSPC:
Dr. Moses noted how  effective the 

Washington Association o f Black Pro
fessionals in Health Care had proven to 
be as a link betw een black physicians 
and the black population. He felt it 
would be beneficial to the Society if the 
Society could also interact more posi
tively with other groups in the com mu
nity. The Board agreed and Dr. Moses 
will share the minutes o f the Associa
tion w ith the Society.

As there was no further business to 
conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 
8 :5 0  p.m.

— RobertB . Whitney, M.D.
Secretary-Treasurer

Tacoma General Hospital 7th Annual

Cardiovascular Disease Review
May 15,16,1986 Thursday I Friday 

Jackson Hall 
314 S. “K” Street, Tacoma

Program Coordinators

Faculty

Gail B. Strait, M.D. 
Needham E. Ward, M.D.

Bruce H. Bmndage, M.D.
P io fe sso r o f M e d ic in e  
C hief. S e c tio n  o f C a rd io lo g y  
D e p a rtm e n t o f M e d ic in e  
U n ive rs ity  o f Illin o is  a t C hicac

Jeffrey S. Bland, Ph.D.
President.
J S B and  A s s o c ia te s  
G ig H a rb o r, W a sh in g to n

William P. Nelson, M.D.
P ro fe s s o r o f M e d ic in e  
U n iv e rs ity  o f F lo rida  
S ch o o l o f M e d ic in e  
Tam pa. F lo rid a

W. Douglas Weaver, M.D., FACC
A s s o c ia te  P ro fe sso r o f M e d ic in e  
U n iv e rs ity  o f W a sh in g to n  
Direc to r .  C o ro n a ry  C m f-  U nit 
H a rb o rv ie w  M e d ic a l C en te r. S e a n ie

John C. Callaghan, M.D.
C h/e l. C a rd io v a s c u la r  a nd  
T h o ra c ic  S u ig e ry  
U n iv e rs ity  o f A lb e rta  
S c h o o l o f M e d ic in e  
E d m on ton . A lb e rta  C A N A D A

Credit: 14 Contact H ours--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Registration — Preregisfraf/on is required by a ll planning to attend before May 9
r -  -‘ i l l  ' p < ; r - . : ' . - r i r i i  r  ,<• i, I - q i  i >■■ ]■ ■' >> t- i n  

M ,  i < i c i p  B n  l f - v  L  / w . i j l  V "  C ; t p i  I - - . '  ' f . - . M - . i . - r !  f v V - i . 1 i '  , i '  F '  l i  !■' A t  . o n  l n r  
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What’s Governing Care for Medicare Patients 
— Physician Judgement or DRGs?

The following article originally ap 
peared in WSMA Reports, Western Journal 
o f  Medicine, March 1986. As Or. Richard 
Hawkins makes note in this month‘s Presi
dent Page it is an issue o f  concern fo r  all 
physicians.

The Editor

A 5 7-year-old w om an  is adm itted  to 
the h osp ita l a n d  operated  on fo r  a  con 
ductive hearin g  loss. A fter a  stapedec
tom y is perform ed , she becom es d isor
iented an d  con fused and, f o r  these 
reason s, is kep t in the hosp ita l over
night. The next morning, although still 
qu ite dizzy, she is released. The rea 
son : the DRG covered  only on e night's 
stay in the hospital. Her physician  in 
d icates on the chart his reluctance to 
discharge the patient.

A 69-year-old  m an  is adm itted  to 
the intensive ca re  unit o f  h is hosp ita l 
on  a ‘Tuesday m orning f o r  severe chest 
p a in s . He h as  a  h istory  o f  ca rd ia c  
problem s. On the fo llow in g  Thursday, 
he is n otified  by the nurse a t  5  p .m . 
that he w ill have to leave the hospita l 
"at once" since his  “p ay m en ts” have 
expired. He w alks ou t o f  ICU without a  
w heelchair a n d  with n o assistance. 
Upon arriv in g  hom e, h e calls his ca r
diologist, w ho tells him, "The hospita l 
ca lled  m e a n d  sa id  you w ould have to 
leave.”

T hese cases of prem ature discharge 
o f  patients arc  based on actual events 
that have o ccu rred  in W ashington hos
pitals since the im position o f DRGs. 
T hey p o in t to the fact that at least some 
physicians are treating and releasing 
their patients based on DRG coverage, 
rather than by w hat ca ch  physician 
view s as adequate m edical care.

“I ’ve seen over tw o dozen cases sim i
lar to these,” says Dr. David Potash, d i
rector o f  m edical affairs at Professional 
Review  O rganization o f  W ashington 
(PRO/W), the com pany that holds the 
federal con tract to  review  M edicare 
claim s. “And w hen the physician dis

charges a patient w ho still is in need o f 
further hospital care, that's m alprac
tice !”

Dr. Potash m aintains that the p rob
lem  lies in physicians allow ing them sel
ves to b e  intim idated by the DRG pay
m ent program  and thus losing th eir 
roles as patient advocates.

“Physicians need to realize they 
have control in terms of the hos
pitals and when they want to re
lease a patient."

" I f  you ask a physician w hether or 
not he w ould admit a patient for hospi

tal care  w hich  he feels is necessary even 
if  the patient has no insurance, the phy
sician w ill quickly reply that this makes 
no d ifference,” he says, “but, to some 
doctors, M edicare is som e big hulking 
giant out there that they are letting 
them selves b e  intim idated by.”

Part o f  the problem  stems from the 
quality o f  the inform ation physicians re
ceive from  th eir hospital administrators 
about DRG coverage, Dr. Potash thinks.

“Hospital adm inistrators themselves 
som etim es are operating on only lim
ited inform ation about DRGs. It’s not a 
case  o f  hospitals know ingly trying to 
beat the system ,” he maintains.

"Physicians need  to  realize they have
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Quality Assurance:
A  M anor C a re  Prom ise

The Manor HealthCare Team pledges to  do everyth ing in 
cue power to  provide qua lity  care to  all residents. U nder
lying this simple p iom ise, is a com plex system to  ensure tha t 
the high standards we set are being delivered.

The system is catied Q ua lity  Assurance. And it's  your 
assurance that Manor Cave w ill m ainta in and im prove to ta l 
care. For your copy o f our Q ua lity  Assurance Brochure, 
call or w rite  our center today.

John A tk inson , M .D. •  Medical D irec to r 
Kyle Bowman •  A dm in is tra to r

Clare Spodobalski, R.N. •  D irector o f Nursing Services
Kathy Carenbauer •  Admissions D irector

L ic e n s e  8 3 3  MANOR CARE
OF MEADOW PARK

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

5601 South Orchard Street •  Tacoma •  (2 0 6 )4 7 4  -8421
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control in term s o f the hospitals and 
when they w ant to release a patient. It 
scares me to death to see physicians be
ing so docile.

“I f  we, as physicians, are to rem ain as 
advocates for our patients and are to re
tain their respect and allegiance, we 
must assure that physicians understand 
the basic concept o f Medicare.

“To some doctors, Medicare is a 
big hulking giant out there . . . 
that they are letting themselves 
be intimidated by.”______________

“We want to isolate w'hat's good med
ical practice from the issue of what's 
covered and what isn’t,” he adds.

“The actual DRG system isn’t that 
bad. It serves to put econom ic pressure 
on the hospitals to provide services that 
,:he patient needs without putting finan
cial pressure on the doctors.”

In addition to being blamed for prob
lems of premature patient discharges, 
the DRG system  also has been criticized

for having no social admission DRG 
(please see sidebar) and for com pound
ing problems w ith readmission.

“It scares me to death to see phy
sicians being so docile.”

Readmissions issues can be confus
ing, admits Dr. Potash. In, for example, 
a situation w here all the needed care is 
delivered and the patient appears to be 
doing well but suddenly develops a 
com plication requiring readm ission, 
PRO/W will approve the tw o Medicare 
payments for that patient. But if read
mission is due to som ething PRO/W be
lieves is related to the quality o f care de
livered, a second payment will not only 
be denied but a quality o f care investiga
tion will follow

If physicians have questions about 
DRGs. Dr. Potash says that PRO/W phy
sicians w ill be happy to provide author
itative answers. “We are here to answer 
questions on individual cases, as well as 
to supply general information. That 
doesn’t necessarily mean we will agree

w ith the doctors ever}' time, but we will 
give the reasons behind our decisions,” 
says Dr. Potash.

“We want to isolate what’s good 
medical practice from the issue of 
what’s covered and what isn’t.”

“Each physician should realize he is 
not alone in experiencing many frustra
tions and discouragement from  the lim 
ited coverage o f Medicare and the pres
sure from various sources w ithin the 
system," he adds. “It is vital to recog
nize what the limitations are, what the 
facts are, and what m echanisms and 
strategies are available to each physician 
to assure that each and every' patient re
ceives what that physician views as ade
quate care." ■

Pcrcent o f  babies born in 1984 w ho will 
live to age 85:
boys .........................................................20%
g ir ls ........................................................... 39%

M etropolitan Life 
Statistica l Bulletin, 1985

A Proposal for 
Social Admission 
DRG

As D irector o f Medical Affairs for 
PRO/W, Dr. David Potash is a know l
edgeable critic o f the DRG system.

Although he thinks the program is 
economically sound and is effective in 
administering Medicare coverage, he 
also thinks it has some major faults.

“A lot has been done under the name 
DRG," he says. “We've made a major 
move forward in tightening up the Me
dicare payment system. But to me there 
is a huge problem with the DRGs, and 
that is the failure of Medicare to  cover 
hospital costs w hen it is truly necessary 
to admit a patient — m aybe just not 
medically necessary”

Current Medicare regulations cover 
inpatient hosp italization  treatm ent 
which cannot be provided in an alterna
tive facility. Under the federal definition 
of medical necessity for hospital admis
sions, only factors directly related to the 
patient’s medical condition and care are 
to be considered by professional review 
organizations in their reviews o f admis
sions.

Social factors such as a patient living 
alone, living far from  the hospital, lack

ing a social support structure, or requir
ing custodial care are not to be consid
ered.

The Health Care Financing Adminis
tration has increasingly pressured PROs 
to apply these rules stringently. Pres
ently, no current DRG classification ex 
ists to handle hospitalization based on 
these needs.

“What I'd  like to see is a DRG set up 
in w hich a patient can be admitted for 
social care. That DRG would be. by far. 
the lowest paying DRG — probably 
only covering room  and board . 
If  nursing homes can take in such pa
tients, why can't hospitals?" he asks.

He has, in fact, written a proposal for 
a new DRG that would legitimize and 
com pensate hospitals tor social admis
sions where the patient requires a rela
tively low level o f care. The actual 
amount would fall som ew here between 
$ 100 and $ 2 0 0  per DRG, he says.

Benefits o f this new DRG would in
clude fewer social admissions disguised 
as som ething else. That in turn "w ill 
save the hospital money because there 
will be fewer ‘inflated’ care cases, that 
PRO/W will screen out and deny pay
ment for," he says. “ Furtherm ore, there 
w ill develop an overall recognition that 
this holistic care o f the patient is good 
medicine.”

The proposal would bring greater 
physician respect for Medicare. “Physi
cians will see that the system recog
nizes the realities o f medical practice."

Dr. Potash has forwarded his pro
posal to the national offices o f the 
American Association of Retired Per- 
.son.s and has received their support. 
“I ’ve sent this proposal to just about ev
eryone I could think o f  — the more ex 
posure the better,” he says. □
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“Getting Away 
from It All”

Nearly 125 m em bers and spouses 
turned out for the M arch 11 G eneral 
M em b ersh ip  M eeting  held  at th e  
Fircrest G o lf Club. An excellent p ro
gram  w ith  a them e, “ G etting  Away 
from  It All," organized by Auxiliary Pro
gram  C hairperson Marie G riffith , was 
enjoyed by all attending.

Auxiliary President Ginnie M iller and 
Bev Graham  acknow ledged all Medical 
Society  sons and daughters w ho w ill be 
gradu ating from  h igh  sch o o l this 
spring. The nam es o f 2 6  graduating sen
iors w ere read to the crow d.

Kris W hite and D iana Ames had the 
honor o f drawing the lucky w inner of 
the Victorial Mansion, a 14-room  doll

house con stru cted  so  skillfully by Dr. 
M artin  Sch aeferle  and son  M att. Mr. 
Dave T hu rston , a Tacom a G eneral Hos
pital em ployee, w as the lucky one to 
have his nam e draw n. Proceed s from  
the raffle w ill go to the N eighborhood 
H ouse, a n o n -p ro fit o rg an izatio n  in 
P ierce C ounty that conducts art classes 
for handicapped persons.

W ashington State M edical A ssocia
tion Auxiliary President Mrs. Sue D ie
trich  w as a visitor and honored  guest for 
the evening. Sue addressed the gather
ing, urging greater participation in Aux
iliary, noting A uxiliary can b e  o f great 
assistance to the M edical Society.

President o f  the W ashington State 
Medical A ssociation, Dr. Ed Gray, re 
lated to the group recent activities in the 
Legislature, noting that the very p re
vious day, M arch 10, SB 4 6 3 0  had been 
approved and sent to the Governor for

his signature.
Dr. G ray said, “T h is  is the day after 

one o f  our great v ictories.”
He com m ented  on som e o f his expe

riences in  O lym pia w hile seeking sup
p o rt o f  SB 4 6 3 0 .  “We are now playing 
m ajor league b all in  the political arena” 
he said, urging all m em bers to become 
involved in  the political process. "It is 
not a  dirty, untouchable thing that we 
should not b e  involved,” he observed.

Mr. R ick  Ray, representing Recrea
tional Equipm ent Inc. o f Seattle, pre
sented a m arvelous talk on how to “get 
away from  it all.” Mr. Ray showed many 
slides o f trails, campgrounds and lakes 
that one can go to see and enjoy in the 
P a cific  N orth w est. He also brought 
w ith  him  a display o f new hiking and 
cam ping equipm ent that many enjoyed 
seeing for the first time.

Dr. Tom d a r k  a n d  WSMA President Dr. Ed Gray a n d  Mrs. Gray 
discuss passage o f  SB 4630 by both houses o f  the Legislature.

Marie G rif fith. Dr. Ju d d  a n d  J e a n n e  Ju d d  a n d  Alice Wilhyde gel
together to share som e memories.

I J r s .  J u a n  C a r d o r a ,  

T o s b i o  A k a m a t s u  a n d  

H a r r y  l . a t r s o n  w e r e  

a m o n g  th o s e  e n j o y i n g  a  

l i g h t  c o w  e r s a t io n .

I)i. Don Gehle. Dr. Sid Whaley a n d  J o a n  Gehle enjoying their evening 
at the March 11 MSPC G enera! Membership meeting.
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COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION 
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAMS SCHEDULED FOR 1985-86  
_______ P = Physician Course /  A = Allied Health Course_______

MAY
STJ 1 CRISIS IN G R A H A M (A)
JH 15,16 CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE REVIEW S T R A IT (P)
STJ 15,22 CAN THERE BE JOY AFTER SORROW? B O U LE T (A)
EXI 24 OUTPATIENT & HOME BASED MEDICAL CARE M U N O Z (P/A)
SEA T B A TELEPHONE ASSESSMENT S IM M S (A)
SEA T B A CARING FOR THE CANCER PATIENT B O U LE T (A)

JH
JU N E
2 6 ,27  A D V A N C ED  C A R D IA C  L IFE  S U P P O R T D U N N /C R A D D O C K  (P /A )

Cardiovascular Disease Review
Schedule

W ednesday Evening, M ay  14

7:30 Keeping Healthy in the 80's Jeffrey S. Bland, Ph D

Thursday, M ay 15
8:00 Introduction Needham E Ward, M 0.

805 The Reversal of Atherosclerosis: Pipe Dream or Possibility? Bruce H  Brundage, M.D.

8:50 The Impact on the Surgeon of Coronary Artery Bypass John C Callaghan, M.D.

9'35 Break
9.50 The Heart as a Nervous System and Endocrine Organ William P Nelson, M D.

10:35 Effects of Fish Oil on Serum Lipids Jeffrey S. Bland, Ph D.

11-25 A Non-Angioplasters View of Angioplasty Bruce H. Brundage, M.D

12.15 Lunch —  No Host
1:30 The Insertion of a Valve Substitute in a Human Being: A Joint Responsibility JohnC Callaghan, M.D.

2.15 Wide QRS Tachycardia William P Nelson. M.D.

3:00 Break
3:15 Controversies in Cardiology Panel

4:00 Case Presentations

Friday, M ay  16

8:00 Complications of Myocardial Infarction . . .  Can the Surgeon Help? John C Callaghan. M D

8:50 Deceptions in Cardiology William P Nelson, M D

9:40 Break
9:50 Whats New in Antianhythmic Therapy Bruce H Brundage. M D

10:40 Blood, Sweat and Tears — The First 30 Years JohnC Callaghan. M D

11:30 Case Presentations
12:00 Lunch — No Hosi

1:30 Digitalis — What Use in 1986? William P Nelson. M D

2:15 Fast C.T.: The Ultimate Weapon for the Diagnosis of Coronary Artery Disease Bruce H Brundage. M D

3 00 Break
3'10 Recent Advances in Advanced Cardiac Life Support W Douglas Weaver, M D , FACC

4:00 Controversies Panel

The Bulletin  May 1986  13



Managing Accounts Receivable
The Equation for Success. ..

_______________________  . ' ;■  I

“Sound Credit policies and 
Procedures = Improved 
Credit Performance ”

By David Michaud, Puget 
Sound Collections

Effective management o f  accounts re
ceivable requires w ell defined office 
credit policies and procedures. This ar
ticle provides suggested guidelines for 
establishm ent o f credit policies and 
credir procedures. Step 1 provides sug
gestions for patient credit policies and 
Step 11 suggest guidelines for applica
tion o f these procedures in the office.

Step  I.
Prepare w ritten office credit policies 

that are made available to patients on 
their first visit. Minimally, credit poli
cies should address the following sub
jects:

P atien t R e g is tra tio n  —  Insist on 
com p lete  patient in form ation  at the 
time o f  registration.

S ig n e d  S ta te m e n t o f  F in a n c ia l 
R e s p o n s ib il i ty  — T h is  should  be 
standard practice regardless of third 
party coverage.

Advance P aym ent R eq u irem en ts

Sta tem en t D ates —  Inform the pa
tient w hen statem ents for services can 
be expected .

P ay m en t A rran g em en ts — If your 
office accepts payments it should be 
made clear under what circum stances 
paym ent arrangem ents can be made.

M ed ical In su ra n ce  B il lin g  P olicy
—  .State clearly your policy regarding 
the billing o f  medical insurance.

F in a n ce  C h arg es — Your policy re
garding the addition o f finance charges 
for late paym ent should be clearly de
fined.

C h a rity  C are  —  Your charity care 
policies should be clearly stated to  avoid 
later disputes and m isunderstandings.

C o lle c tio n  A gency  R e fe r ra l  P o l
icy  —  State clearly your policy regard
ing collection agency referral on past 
due accounts. (D efine “past due.")

Step  II.
O nce you have established w ritten 

patient credit policies, it is necessary to 
develop internal credit procedural po li
cies to  assure co n s is te n t m a n a g e 
m en t o f  o ff ic e  c re d it . Internal office 
procedures should address the follow 
ing credit areas:

• A d e a r  statem ent that established  
credit policies a r e  to be consistently  
applied.

• D efined biling statem ent procedu res

• C ollection  fo llo ic -u p  p ro ced u res  
(mail, telephone, etc.)

• Specific procedu res f o r  accou n t a g 
ing an d  reporting

• Criteria f o r  collection agency refer
ral.

Your internal control of credit poli
cies and procedures is extrem ely im 
portant. Exceptions, inconsistent prac
tices and genera! in d ifferen ce  will 
strongly inhibit your abilitv 10 recover 
accounts receivable.

Remember: Lack o f defined credit 
policies and procedures creates con fu 
sion and a lessening o f responsibilities 
on the pari o f the patient.

(Puget Sound Collections will gladly 
assist your office m establishing credit 
p o lic ies and p ro ced u res w ithout 
charge. Feel free to contact David Mi
chaud at 3 8 3 -5 0  I I ). ■

A V A IL A B L E  

N O W !  

T H E  B E S T !

AUSONICS 
SYSTEM I
Dedicated

Breast
Ultrasound

System

Demonstration 
Unit 

Reduced 50%

Separate Console
4 mg. hand-held
full 4 Transducer

Waterpath
Scanning

Couch

ULTRA IMAGE
Charles Fournier 
206-854-6006

Factory warranty and 
training available
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City of Destiny Classic
By Ralph J. Paduano

Last year, Dr. Gordon Klatt was a one- 
man show as he walked and ran for 24 
hours around the University o f Puget 
Sound track in the first City o f Destiny 
Classic, but the event w ill sport a differ
ent look this year. Physicians and hospi
tal staff from the Pierce County area are 
joining other fitness enthusiasts on May 
16 as the relay marathon moves to Sta
dium Bowi and expands to 2 0  ten-per
son teams.

Klatt was not only a one-man fitness 
wonder, he was also a powerful fun
draiser as well. He brought in  $ 2 6 ,0 0 0  
all by himself, and he feels that this 
year’s event w ill be a great deal more 
successful in bringing in dollars.

“Last year’s run was a great experi
ence for me both from the standpoint o f 
raising a great deal of money for a very 
good cause and for just having a lot o f  
fun with a lot of neat people,” said Klatt. 
“The primary reason for having this 
event is to raise money for the American 
Cancer Society; We can’t lose sight o f  
that purpose, but we w ill also have a 
fun run as well.”

The ACS uses the donations for re
search, public and professional educa
tion, and cancer patient services. For in 
stance, the education p ro g ram  has 
resulted in decreases in  sm oking and in 
creases in cure rates in  breast cancer 
and colon/rectal cancer.

Klatt, w ho serves as the president o f 
the State cancer society, stressed the im
portance of the programs and the utili
zation o f funds. " I  feel very strongly

that the ACS utilizes the donated dollars 
in a very efficient fashion, and to  a great 
degree, it is the reason that we have 
made so much progress in the past 20-  
30  years in raising the cure rate from  30 
to  5 0  percent for all cancer.

O f the 20  teams entered this year, 
nine are com posed o f  runners/walkers 
from various m edical institutions and 
o ffice  staffs. Dr. R obert M odarelli’s 
team has been in training for w eeks. His 
partner, Dr. Robert Finnerty, summed 
up the feelings o f many w hen asked 
about the team's participation.

"Bob and I are involved heavily in 
urology and cancer care, so this event 
means a lot to us,” said Finnerty. “We are 
com m itted to the American Cancer So
ciety ’s work in advancements in cancer 
evaluation and treatm ent. It's a good op
p o rtu n ity  to supp ort them , since 
they’ve supported us for so long.”

This will be the only 24-hour run in 
the Pacific Northwest. T he runners will 
begin at 6 :0 0  p.m . on May 16, and pass 
the baton to a teammate every 30 m in
utes. This will continue through the 
night under the Stadium Bow l lights 
and into the next day w hen the finish 
line is stretched across the track at 6:00 
p .m . The runners will then gather at the 
Tacoma Holiday Inn for refreshments 
and the awarding o f prizes.

Last year’s run brought out a number 
o f  interested  spectators w anting to 
w atch K latt’s feat o f  endurance. These 
generous people also contributed to the 
fund, making it w orthw hile for every

one concerned. Many o f  the spectators 
joined the doctor in running a few laps 
as well.

“The team concept w ill be a major 
factor in our fundraising effort," said 
Klatt. “With 2 0 0  runners asking their 
friends, relatives and business associ
ates for sponsorships, we should be 
very successful.”

One o f  the “spectators” w ho joined 
Klatt for a bit o f running was Dr. Bruce 
Smith. He was so impressed w ith  the 
idea that he formed his ow n team o f 
Group Health.

“Our team members have a lot o f  en 
thusiasm for the running and for giving 
Dt. Klatt our support as w ell,” said 
Smith. “The team  wants to be a part of 
this important event and raise money 
for a good cause w hile enjoying a fun 
running event.”

The participants have been canvass
ing their contacts for  sponsorship dol
lars and you just may be approached as 
well. Keep in mind the American Can
cer Society spends 6 2 .2 %  o f their dol
lars on research, public education and 
patient com m unity services. It’s been 
dollars well spent for a vital cause —  the 
eventual eradication o f a dreaded dis
ease.

O ther medical teams participating 
include St. Joseph, tw o team s from 
T a co m a  G e n era l, G ood  Sam aritan, 
Humana, 6 2 5 0 th  U.S. Army Hospital and 
Dr. Ronald G. Taylor’s leant. ■

Specialists in medical malpractice insurance since 1945. 
Representing, CNA, ICA, St. Paul.

PE R S IN G , D Y C K M A N  
& T O Y N B E E ,  INC.
IN SU RAN C E BROKERS

S erv ice  th a t goes beyond  th e  co n tra c t.

A  fu ll range  o f in su ra n ce  coverage to  m ee t all o f yo u r 
persona l and p ro fessiona l needs.

705 South N inth, Tacom a  WA 99405 / 6 2 7 - 7 1 8 3

Bo b  Sizer 
Doug Dyckman 
John Toynbee 
Wayne Ttironson

Marge Johnson, CPCU 
Ro b Rieder 
Bob  Cleaveland, CLU 
Curl Dyckman
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The Easy Rider
By Mavis Kallsen

First a p p eared  in The Bulletin, Dec. 
19“ 5 with the fo llow ing  note o f  thanks: 
"We wish to thank Corydon Wagner. 
Sr. fo r  providing the o ld  new spaper a c 
count o f  (he G reat Race an d  Katherine 
McCutcheon fo r  the p erson a l history  
o f  her g reat uncle.”

The vear following ihe organization 
o f the Medical Society o f Pierce County 
in August 1888. a great influx o f human 
resources cam e to Tacoma in what was 
the biggest social, cultural and e c o 
nom ic boom  in the city's history. O f the 
many talented physicians and surgeons 
w ho arrived here in that year. 1 8 8 8 -8 9 , 
probably the one man w ho did most to 
influence the course o f medical history 
in Pierce County was the hard working, 
hard playing and totally lovable Charles 
M cCutcheon

For the years 1891 through 189"7. 
D octor M cCutcheon served as Secrc- 
tary-Treasurer for the Medical Society 
o f Pierce county, and we have his com 
plete record of the m eetings held by the 
Society during those years . . . hand
w ritten in his som etim es legible script.

Charles M cCutcheon was the first su
perintendent o f  the second Fannie Pad
d ock Hospital and rem ained there as 
resident physician for the rest o f his life. 
He established the first school o f  nurs
ing in the Stare o f W ashington in I8 9 S . 
conducting the classes him self as there 
w asn’t money to hire an instructor. In 
18 8 9  his paper on "State Laws to Regu
late the Practice o f Medicine,” was sub
m itted to  the State constitutional con 
vention and was the basis for those 
statutes. He served as President o f the 
short-lived Tacom a City Medical and 
Surgical Society, w hich established the 
fee bill adopted by the Medical Society 
o f  Pierce County in 1891.

At Christmas time he probably played 
Santa Claus for his nieces and nephews 
and the neighborhood  ch ild ren . He 
w ould have been  p erfec t for it . . . 
ro u n d  and jolly, w ith  p rem aturely  
w hite hair and a tw inkle in his eyes.

His tw o children had died in infancy, 
along w ith his first w ife, in a typhoid 
epidem ic in C hicago w hile he attended 
Hush Medical College. After graduating 
from  Rush, the voung D o cto r McCut- 
cheon served four \ears as a sh ip ’s d o c
tor on a vessel that carried  cargo to the 
Orient. On several voyages the captain's 
w ife had gone along. O n one voyage 
neither M cCutcheon nor the captain ’s 
w ife were on board, and the ship was 
lost at sea, w ith all hands lost. The tw o 
w ere then m arried and together they 
staffed the Fannie Paddock H o sp ita l. . . 
he as superintendent and she as head 
nurse.

She was about ten years older than

he, an Englishw om an w ith a somewhai 
rigid p ersonality  but she was a great or
ganizer and probably just what the jollv 
Irishm an needed in a wife.

D o cto r M cCutcheon and his wife oc
cupied an apartm ent in Fannie Paddock 
H ospital fa c in g  W rig h t’s Park on J 
Street. They also had a large house on 
the Sound at Steilacoora. Commuting 
b e tw een  Fannie Paddock and Steila- 
coom , M cC utcheon developed a style 
o f  tra in  h op p ing , o ften  sending a 
nephew' to flag the oncom ing train, so 
that he w ould n 't w aste one minute 
m eeting his busy schedule.

This train hoping facility came in 
handy w hen M cCutcheon and some of

THE VOLVO 240

ONCE AGAIN, VOLVO DIDN’T 
LEAVE WELL ENOUGH ALONE.

15 Pe°P*c w0l|kl be happy to build a ear with an average life expectancy of

Bui Volvo engineer, are harder to satisfy than most people. That's why, for 
they've made improvements in the Volvo 240, Improvements that include 

healed Ironl seats, more comprehensive rusi proofing and a re-styled body aimed 
at bringing Ihe aerodynamics of (he 240 to a new low.

Which is another reason whv its high-time you stopped by our Volvo show
room lor a test Jnve.

TOPPING MOTORS
925 Market (Downtown) Tacoma

V O L V O - N I S S A N  3 - Y E A R  U N L I M I T E D  M I L E S
W A R R A N T Y

H om e o f  th e  C ustom  L e a s e ”

• Sales ■ Leasing- 
•/■iiropecin Delireiy 

572-3333

>-'s  HtRisiraiM.n Data co n d u c te d  hy Ken W a rw ick  & 
nut U i  as t . in r  f h  -n «• ,n ,,l" k' ' ,a ri« .  d r iv m g a m d ii io n s  a n d  h a b iK y m w  V o lvo  mayas t.m,, i tu.„ mjy U |  )o||>,er Suinmary Jv.at|;iWl. d| m i l  V)i|vo d(;alcr >
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his friends pulled o ff the Great B icycle 
Race in the summ er o f 1895.

The Great B icycle Race was a com pli
cated, hilarious practical joke plotted by 
D octors M cC utcheon  and G eorge 
Warner, along w ith A. H. Coleman and 
J . W. Hickman o f Sumner. T he joke was 
played on D octor D. R. Yokum, a gradu
ate of the Harvard Medical College and a 
fine athlete, an oarsm an  w ho had 
rowed on the Harvard crew. Yokum 
fancied him self one o f  the greatest bicy
cle riders in these parts.

Doctor M cCutcheon was an accom 
plished biker him self, though quite 
overweight and appearing to  be a most 
unlikely contender.

For some months D octor Yokum had 
been bantering D octor M cCutcheon for 
a bicycle race to Olympia. M cCutcheon 
finally accepted the challenge, on the 
condition that he be given a handicap of 
20 minutes. Doctors Wagner and Hick
man volunteered to jo in the race if  given 
the same 20-minute handicap. Yokum 
agreed and the race was set.

D octor Colem an acted as official 
starter, and at twenty minutes after 
eight that summer morning Doctor Mc
Cutcheon left Fannie Paddock Hospital, 
accompanied by Wagner and Hickman.

D o n ' t

p u t  o i l  p r o f i t s
by putting off the 

acquisition of 
equipment.

LEASE

John Caughlan at HO ftTH

4 7 2 -3 3 3 3  ^ rS k
THE BUSINESS BANK

The)' made straight for the Northern Pa
cific depot in South Tacoma, and w ith 
their bicycles boarded the train just 
leaving for Olympia.

According to plan, D octors Wagner 
and Hickman rode on the train as far as 
Maxfield, w hile McCutcheon rode on to 
Olympia and spent his morning w ork
ing on the Chief o f Police and the pre
siding Judge there.

Wagner and Hickm an waited at Nis- 
qually Bridge, and soon there was a 
w hirring o f w heels and a scattering of 
loose gravel, and Yokum came down 
the hill covered w ith dust and perspira
tion. He was inform ed that M cCut
cheon was just fifteen minutes ahead, 
badly winded, and that by hard riding it 
would be possible to overtake him.

The trio then w heeled for Olympia. 
In  spite o f his long run, Yokum set a 
pace that kept the other tw o far behind. 
Yokum was bent on w inning the race 
and, w ith the true spirit o f the racer, he 
focused his every energy on this last 
sprint. Like a w hirlw ind he came down 
Ayer's Hill, and like a ripe peach he fell 
into the hands o f the law. The Police 
Chief was lying in wait for him there 
and arrested D octor Yokum for riding 
his bicycle faster than six miles an hour

w ithin the city  limits
In spite o f the doctor’s expostulations 

and protests, he was brought before the 
Judge in Olympia. The other w heelm en 
arrived in time to be present at his trial, 
appearing as w itnesses against him . 
Yokum pleaded ignorance o f the law 
and extenuating circum stances, but the 
judge stated that it was his duty to im
pose a fine, though he was inclined to 
make it as light as possible in view  o f its 
being the first offense. He then sen
tenced the culprit to treat the crowd. 
Cigars and whiskey all around!

D octor M cCutcheon enjoyed his joke 
hugely . . . just as he seem ed to have en
joyed his life. It ended abruptly, when 
he was just forty-eight years old.

In the November '7 5  new sletter of 
the Society o f American Archivist is a 
paragraph about early death certifi
cates, and some of the interesting en
tries under “Cause o f  death.” Two o f 
them . . . “Died suddenly, nothing seri
ous and Cause unknown, had never 
been fatally ill before . . could have 
been entered on Charles M cCutcheon’s 
certificate o f death, had he w ritten his 
ow n. ■

T a c o m a  

Medical 
Transcription

W e save you tim e and money!

T a c o m a  M e d ic a l T ra n s c r ip t io n  h a s  q u a lif ie d  tra n s c n p t io m s ts  w ith  e x p e r ie n c e  in 
a ll p h a s e s  o f m e d ic a l t ra n s c r ip t io n  fro m  H & P s , c h a r t n o te s  a nd  o p e ra tiv e  re p o rts  
to  s c ie n t if ic  p a p e rs  a nd  g e n e ra l c o rre s p o n d e n c e .

W ith  o u r s ta le  o f th e  a rt e q u ip m e n t and  e x p e rt is e , w e  c a n  fu lfill a ll y o u r 
tra n s c r ip t io n  n e e d s  q u ic k ly , e ff ic ie n t ly  a nd  w ith  g u a ra n te e d  a c c u ra c y

Tacom a M edical Transcription offers

P ro m p t tu rn a ro u n d  •  F ree  d a ily  d e liv e ry  •  W o rd  p ro c e s s in g  
S T A T  d ic ta t io n  •  P h o to c o p y  s e rv ic e  *  G u a ra n te e d  c o n f id e n tia lity  

2 4 -h o u r  p h o n e - in  d ic ta t io n  a n y  p ho n e , a n y  tim e , a n y w h e re

Call: 475-1141
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What do you doctors1 wives do besides 
socialize and spend money?
That question was posed and answered, in part, in  The B ulletin  just a year ago. There was a very important 
segment that was not included . . .

They Cope

By Ginnie Miller, 
President PCMS Auxiliary

It is especially d ifficult to  cope w ith 
the spouse awav tending to  m edical 
em ergencies, and ir is up to you to m ain
tain a healthy and happy hom e. Je ff  
Smith spoke in January to the Auxiliary 
on “Health and Happiness and Hospital
ity  at the Table,” and all o f  us made silent 
resolutions to cop e better w ith those 
p articu lar issues. I believe that Je ff  
cop es w ith  life, by a supportive family, 
deep religious convictions and cooking 
w ith (and sipping occasionally) w ine. I 
seem  to  b e  able to cop e with supportive 
family, and friends, assorted convictions 
and nibbling on ice-cream  cones None 
o f  us ever had a greater challenge than 
driving children to  school (sans a chauf
feur’s license) or picking them  up when 
the school nurse called because o f hot 
throbbing  heads or w hen the frigid 
voice o f the principal demanded an ap
pearance, causing another kind o f  head
ache. Then, there w ere always cookies 
o r cakes to be made, PTA, Scouts, Youth 
Clubs, G lee Clubs and the accelerated 
needs o f  aging parents. And another 
hospital em ergency —  or meeting. Cop
ing.

Many m edical spouses are working 
outside the hom e to augment income 
and/or for personal satisfaction. Pre
vious professional skills need to be up
dated and the o ffice o r hospital or pri
vate business is the way to  accom plish 
that. Many Board m em bers arc pursu
ing careers. Shirley Kem m an (C om 
m unications) is w orking as a substitute 
tea ch er; K ris W h ite  (H andicapped 
Awareness) has expanded her Am way 
dealership; Sally Larson (Health Fair) is 
a full time nurse-, Janet Fry (YWCA Sup
port) back to  college; Ella Turner (Pub
lic Relations) has expanded her own 
shop in Steilacoom ; Sharron Gilbert

(AMA-ERF) has reen tered  the w ork 
force in  B rem erton ; Jo  Roller (Long 
Range Planning) w ill get her graduate 
degree next m onth from  PLU —  and 
this is just part o f  the Board. All Board 
m em bers are involved w ith  school and/ 
o r social service concerns, PTA, church 
related activities and yet still have had 
tim e for Auxiliary.

The past successes are due to a dedi
cated  Board, Ad H oc Com m ittee Chair
men and all com m ittee m em bers. The 
stated purposes o f  Auxiliary are to be 
“exclusively an educational and charita
ble organization.” To accom plish this 
we do have to socialize, and we do 
spend monev, but only after putting in a 
great deal o f thought, tim e and effort to 
fulfill those purposes.

Programs have been m ost successful. 
Marie Griffith has scheduled a variety o f 
informative, educational and entertain
ing program s and all have involved 
health related subjects (you may have to 
stretch your imagination a bit) but they 
all have been educational. Some o f  the 
doubting mem bers o f  the .supportive 
Mcdical Society Board were most im 
pressed with the interest and turnout of 
the com bined March meeting, “ G etting 
Away from it All."

Fundraisers are a necessary part o f 
fulfilling our purpose. The Board does 
not feel that the entire medical com m u
nity  has sup ported  these e ffo rts  
Granted, Feb. I t  wa.s a poor choice Uhis 
in retrospect o f course) but what hap
pened March H  the year before? And 
the year before that — w hich was better 
but not good.

There have been 19 new members 
and V renewals but m em bership this 
year is down by 17 m em bers. It is no 
use to console oneself (consum ing an

ice-cream  con e all the w hile) that this is 
happening in other organizations in the 
area and to  other auxiliaries. Why is h 
happening here? Perhaps the answer 
w ill be contained  in  the questionnaire 
that w as m ailed the last o f March, and 
this is another rem inder to return it.

T h ere  have been  some noteworthy 
achievem ents. A start was made in fi
nally establish ing Standing Rules and 
Procedures and to  revise and create 
m ore jo b  descrip tions. T he Order of the 
A pron w as dropped and recognition 
was m ade to  past Medical Society presi
dents. T h e  Student Recognition awards 
w ere expanded to include all graduating 
high sch o o l senior. T h e  Board has been 
educated o n  the m ultiple legislative is
sues and also by representatives from 
organizations o f  past (and present) phil
anthropic recipients. Communications 
have been  m ore extensive and there is 
p ro o f positive o f  this as the printing 
budget collapsed in  the fall. Granted 
there have b een  one or tw o personal 
goals that didn’t quite make it but this is 
not the tim e for regrets.

A parting thought before I cope with 
this emergency, Every Auxiliary presi
dent brings her ow n “flavor” to this 
sm orgasbord o f  talents. I ’ll leave the 
sm orgasbord  to  all o f  you gourmets 
reading this. As you read that print-out 
o f  flavors o n  that ice-cream  board, 1 
doubt that any o f you can label this year 
‘Vanilla." ■
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O ̂ Dear Graduating High School Seniors,
3 This year marks a major m ilestone in your lives. High School is over and you are^  

 ̂ now setting goaJs that w ill determine your life direction for many years to com e.
1 The Society and Auxiliary w ishes to extend to each and every one o f you our0 

sincerest congratulations and best w ishes for a bright and successful future. Y ou^ 
will be receiving a gift from  all o f  us. This is our way o f saying to you “W ELL0
D O N E !’

o
o Christopher B ernhardt  —  G arfield  High 

School
^  Son o f  Susan a n d  D onald  

Tnsta Cam pbell —  Charles Wright 
c  Daughter o f  Lavonne a n d  M ichael 

0 Jennifer Davidson  —  Foss High School 
Daughter o f  M adeline an d  J im  

® Andrew Dilworth  —  Foss High School 
$  Son o f  Nancy a n d  R aym ond

Jennifer Dilworth  —  Foss High School 
0 Daughter o f  Nancy a n d  R aym ond  

Darrin Dress/e —  Bellarm ine  
Son ofSundy a n d  Alan Porter 

Thomas Gallucci —  Curtis High School 
0  Son o f  Ja n e  an d  Ronald  
 ̂ Jennifer Gilbert —  Peninsula High School 
$  Daughter o f  Sharron a n d  R ichard  
 ̂Andrew Gimlett —  Bellarm ine  

4 Son o f  Sherry a n d  D avid  
^ Charles Henry —  Bellarm ine  <*> 
y  Son o f  Penny a n d  Melvin a

Chris Jolley  —  Puyallup High School 
** Son o f  Lani a n d  Timothy 
q Bridget Kesling — Gig H arbor High School 
CO Daughter o f  Patricia  a n d  Peter 

John  McGowen —  Lakes High School 
Son o f  Gerry a n d  John  

0 Erik Mott —  Rogers High School q 
0o  Son o f  B arrie an d  D onald

Lyndi Richardson  —  Curtis High School 
0 Daughter o f  D onna an d  D udley Houtz 

Karen Ritchie —  Curtis High School 
£  Daughter o f  Marge an d  Bill 

Kenneth Ritter, Jr. —  B ellarm ine  
^ 0  Son o f  Lola an d  Kenneth 

J e f f  Robinette — Lakes High School 
0 Son o f  Ju d y  an d Josep h  

Martin Schaeferle — Charles Wright 
Son o f  Mary a n d  Martin 

Don Weber —  Sum ner High School 
4 Son o fM am y a n d  Don  

Katryn Wiese —  B ellarm ine ^
^  Daughter o f  Susie a n d  M ichael 

Mark Wilhyde —  Charles Wright 
Q £  Son o f  Alice a n d  D avid  q
0

% Cr 4X>0 o  o  O § 0  p . o O  (PC* o

Combined Boards 
of Auxiliary to 
meet.

The Pierce County Medicai Society 
Auxiliary, 1 9 8 5 -1 9 8 6  and the 1 9 8 6 -8 7  
PCMSA Board members w ill m eet on 
Tuesday, May 6, 9 :3 0  a.m . at the Ta
com a G o lf and C ountry  Club. T h e
1 9 8 5 -8 6  Board members w ill turn their 
informational notebooks over to  the
1 9 8 6 -8 7  Board members at this time. 

The 1 9 8 6 -8 7  Executive Board will
be installed at the May Auxiliary m eet
ing and w ill assume their official duties 
on May 31.

Crossroads Treatment Center

Alcoholism
A  P ro g ra m  D es ig n e d  to  P ro v id e  
C o m p re h e n s ive  T re a tm e n t fo r 
A ll F ace ts  o f A lc o h o lis m

P h y s ic ia n  D ire c ted

F am ily  T re a tm e n t In c lu d e d

C o s t E ffec tive  O u tp a tie n t 
P rog ram

C ove re d  by m any  H ealth  
In s u ra n c e  P lans

FO R  IN F O R M A T IO N  
C O N T A C T :

T ed  B e rn in g , A d m in is tra to r  
5 909  O rc h a rd  St. W est 

T a co m a , W A  98467

(206) 473-7474

CROSSROADS
TREATM ENT
CENTER

An Approved Washington Alcoholism 
Treatment Facility
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H O S P I T A L
N E W S

St. Joseph_________

St. Joseph President 
to leave.

St. Joseph Health .Services President 
Daniel F. Russell announced this w eek 
that he w ill resign from  the position e f
fective June 1, 1986. Russell w ill move 
to Philadelphia to  becom e president 
and ch ief executive officer o f  Eastern 
M ercy Health System, w hich operates 
13 hospitals (totaling 4 ,2 0 0  beds) from 
Maine to Florida.

Russell currently serves as president 
o f  St. Joseph Health Services, a holding 
com pany w hich  oversees the operation 
o f  St. Joseph and St. Francis Hospitals in 
addition to the Franciscan Foundation 
for Health Care.

Multicare Medical 
Center____________
Multicare names 
Vice President.

M ulticare Medical Center has named 
Dr. John  Coom bs o f Tacoma Vice Presi
dent of Mcdical Affairs. Coom bs, -»1. 
previously served as d irector ol" Tac< >ma 
Family M edicine, a three-year, p o st
graduate fam ily p ractice  residency 
training program.

In his new position w ilh Multicarc. 
Coom bs will serve as a liaison betw een 
the m edical staffs o f Tacom a General 
Hospital and Mary Bridge Children's 
Health Center and the M ulticarc Presi
dent and Board o f  Directors.

A native o f Seattle, Coom bs received 
his MD and an MS in nutrition from 
Cornell University. He retains a spot on 
the faculty o f Tacoma Family Medicinc 
and is also a Clinical Associate Professor 
in Family Medicine and Pediatrics ,u the 
U niversity o f  W ashington and Presi- 
dent-clect o f  the W ashington Academy 
<if Family Physicians.

Puget Sound Collections Inc.

Endorsed by the M edical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional co l lec t io n  services 
to the m e d ic a l  com m u n ity  s ince  I960, 
benefiting  all M e d ic a l  Society  M em bers.

M e m b e r  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e c t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
W e o x a !  D e n t a l  H o t p u a

D a v id  M ic h a u d ,
G e n e ra l M a n a g e r

P u g e t  S o u n d  
C o l l e c t i o n s  I n c
. 2 0 6  . 3 S 3 - 5 C 1 !
'314 A  S t r e e t  
P O  B ox  1213 
T a c o m a  'WA lvs401

o SHARED HEALTH SERVICES

CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY
C o m p re h e n s iv e  T re a tm e n t 

fo r  A lc o h o l a n d  S u b s ta n c e  A b u s e  in P ie rc e  C o u n ty

in ten s ive ; O u tp a tie n t T re a im e n i P s y c h o lo g ic a l &  D ia g n o s t ic  S erv ices
W a s h in g to n  S ta te  A p p ro v e d  C o v e re d  b y  m o s t in s u ra n c e  p la n s

a n d  L ic e n s e d  fa m i ly  C o u n s e lin g
P ro fe s s io n a lly  s ta ffe d

W e w o u ld  lik e  to  a s s is t y o u  in th e  m a n a g e m e n t 
o f y o u r a lc o h o l a n d  s u b s ta n c e  a b u s e  p a tie n ts .
U p o n  d ire c t  re fe rra l, w e  w ill p ro v id e  a  c o m p le te  
e v a lu a tio n  fo r  yo u r re v ie w  a t no  c o s t to  y o u r  pa tie n t.

University Place 
7014 27th St. West 
Tacoma, WA 98466 
(206) 564-2526
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MEMBERSHIP
In a c c o rd a n c e  with  th e  B y la w s  o f  the Medical  S o c ie ty  o f  Picrce  County,  Ch apter Sev en ,  Sec t io n  A. 

MEMBERSHIP, the fo l lo w i n g  ph y s ic ian s  h.'ive applied fo r  m e m b ers h ip ,  an d n o t ice  i if the ir ap plic a
tion is h ere w ith  p resented.

As outlined in the Bylaw s, any  m e m b e r  \\ h o  has jn fn rm atiu n  o f  a de ro g ato ry  nature c o n e c r m n j i  
an applicant's mora l o r  eth ica l c o n d u c t ,  medical quali ficat ions nr  o t h e r  Mich requisites for  m e m b e r 
ship, shall assume the  respons ibi lity o f  c o n v e y i n g  that in form atio n  to  tlic Credent ia ls  C o m m it t e e  o r  
Board o f  Trustees o f  the  Society .

JO S E P H  P. CLA - 
B O T S , M .D .,  T h o 
racic Surgery. B orn  in 
M ilw aukee, W I, 05/ 
02/ 51 ; m ed ical 
s ch o o l, W ashington  
University, St. Louis, 
1 9 7 7 ; in tern sh ip s , 
W ash ington  U niver

sity, Internal M edicine, 7/77-6/78; resi
dency, Kansas University, General Sur
gery, 7/78-6/82 and’ 7/ 84-12/ 84; 
graduate training. St. Luke's Hospital, 
Kansas City, Thoracic Surgery, 7/82-6/ 
84. Washington State License, 1986. 
Dr. Clabots is currently practicing at 
2302 South Union, Tacom a, W ashing
ton.

CLASSIFIED

Physicians N eeded________________

P h y s ic ia n s  N e e d e d . P h y s ic ia n  n e e d e d  fur 
part t i m e  w o r k  at u r g e n t  c a r e  c l i n k  in G i g  
Harbor. C lin jc  is  run h> n i n e  G . i  I c o m m u n i t y  
p h v .s ic ia n s .  C o n t a c t  J i m  P a t t e r s o n ,  M D ,  
S M -8 1 8 2 .

G e n e r a l  o r  F a m ily  P r a c t i t i o n e r s  n e e d e d  
for part o r  full  t u n c  o u t  p a t i e n t  p o s i t i o n s .  
Sen d  in q u ir ie s  a n d  C V  t o  H e a l t h  S p e c i a l i s t s ,  

C O  Dr. G e n t ry  Y e m m a n ,  3 6 i )2  4 7 t h  s i  C o u r t ,  
G ig  H a rb o r  9K33^- P l u m e  ^ 5  1

F o r  S a le  o r  L e a se

G ig  H a r b o r  B a y  W a t e r f r o n t .  S e v e n  y e a r  

o l d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  b a r g a i n  p r i c e d  a t  J  1 5 9 , 0 0 0  

f o r  t h e  b u y e r  w i t h o u t  e n c u m b r a n c e s ,  w h o  
c a n  c u n s u t m t e  n o w  3  b e d r o o m s ,  3  baths, 
h u g e s t u d i o ,  s m a l l  d u c k .  Call S a l l y  B e l l ,  S p o t  

R e a l t y  P e n t a c .  \ X o r k  k ^ X - s 3 3 3  o r  3 ^ 3 - 2 0 6 4 .  

H o m e  2 t n  3 3  t6.

U n iv e r s i ty  P la c e  1 8 0 °  V ie w  
T h is  b r ic k  h o m e  is o u ts ta n d in g ' O v e r 4 3 0 0  
s q u a re  fe e t  o f  ch arm . B r ick  w all aro u n d  
p ro p e rty  fo r  privacy. £ 2 9 5 ,0 0 0 . R o n  M itch ell 
P ro p e rt ie s  N W  5 7 2 -8 6 6 2 .

P r i m e  W a t e r f r o n t  H o m e
E le g an t in sid e  and  o u t, a b so lu te ly  n o  bank, 
p r o te c te d  y ear ro u n d  m o o ra g e , sep ara te  
g u e st a p a rtm en t, h u g e w o rk  sh o p  and play 
ro o m , p r iv a te  p r o fe s s io n a l te n n is  c o u r t , 
ap p ra ise d  v a lu e o v e r  S 3 0 0 .0 0 0 .  O w n e r  w ill 
.seJJ fo r  $270,000 Ron .M itch ell P ro p e rt ie s  
N W  5 7 2 -8 6 6 2 .

P r iv a te  D o c k  a n d  B o a t h o u s e
Im m a c u la te  tw o  b e d ro o m  ( ro o m  for m o re  ) 
h o m e  o n  H o rseh ead  Bay, w e ste rn  ex p o su re , 
b eau tifu lly  lan d scap ed  fo r  easy m a in ten a n ce .
8 2 4 9 ,0 0 0 .  R o n  M itc h e ll  P r o p e r t ie s  N W  
5 7 2 - 8 6 6 2 .

F a m i ly  P r a c t i t i o n e r  r e t i r i n g .  I S t a h l i s l i e x I  

p r a c t i c e  m  a n  e x c e l l e n t  T a c u m a  l o c a t i o n ,  

l a r g e  p a t i e n t  b a s e ,  [ - i n a n c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  

n e g o d j b l e .  K e p l y  l o  S e a r c h  <."■ . ' D i m i l l e e .  I ’ O .  

B< i x  S 2 “ 7  T u c <  m i a .  W A  O S 4 0 >

M e d ic a l  E q u ip m e n t .

Wollochet Bay  
W aterfront

M ed ium  B ank. D e sce n d in g  
d e c k s  to  m oorage . A d u lt liv ing  in 
u n iq u e ly  d e s ig n e d  hom e w ith  all 
am e n itie s . Two bed ro o m s, tw o 
ba ths, p lu s  g u e s t a p a rtm e n t. 
M ag n ifice n t view. F ive  m in u te s  to 
b ridg e . $285,000

1 -8 5 1 -9 0 8 7 , O w ner

Featuring 
Tacoma's Finest Homes

R ichard C. Pessemier 
S a les A sso cia te

272-4138 O F F IO  759-2699 H O M E

Swanson-McGoldrick, Inc.
W a s h i n g t o n  B c u n iN G  b u n r  m :

T A C O M A . W A S H IN G T O N  <13402

? 4 $ ten . 

t u n y e n y  

0$CC4,.

Union A venue Pharm acy  
& Corset Shop

2 3 0 2  S. U n io n  A ve., T a c o m a  
7 5 2 -1 7 0 5

M edical O ffice  S p ace  A vailable

P r o f e s s io n a l  O f f i c e  S p a c e .  New. T w o 
b lo ck s  fro m  A lle n m o re . G e n e r o u s  le a s e 
hold  in ce n tiv e s . D e s ig n  to  su it y o u r n e e d s  
Cali 7 5 2 - 6 6 2 2 .

F o r  L e a s e .  1 5 0 0  s q . f t .  in  m e d ic a l D e n ta l 
Building. L a k e w o o d , E x c e lle n t  v isib ility . 
8 5 0 9  S te ila c o o m  B lv d . 5 8 4 - 6 2 0 0 .

D e a r  C o lle ag u e:
W e p lan  to  c lo s e  o u r o ffic e  May 13. 

1 9 8 6  Plan fo r  sa le  o f  e q u ip m e n t as 
fo llo w s: P lan m u tu a lly  a g re e a b le  tim e 
to  s e c  e q u ip m e n t b e tw e e n  now  and 
M ay 13 , 1 9 8 6  Sa le  to  b e  s e c u re d  by 
p ay m en t in  full. Y o u  arran g e to  p ick  
up e q u ip m e n t M ay H , 1 9 8 6 . Hqttip- 
m e n t in c lu d e s : 4  h y d rau lic  ta b le s , 2 
c o m p u te r iz e d  P.U.V.A. m a ch in e s , w all 
hung and counter  h e ig h t ca b in e ts , 
m e d ica l and su rg ica l e q u ip m e n t. 4 7 5 -  
1 1 4 4 . If  n o  a n s w e r  c a ll 5 7 2 - 2 5 5 0 .  
Y o u rs  T ru ly , J o s e p h  D . M a r t in ,  M D , 
D e r m a to lo g y , 2 0 0 0  T a c o m a  M all 
O ffic e  B l d g , S u ite  1 2 0 , T a c o m a , W A 
9 8 4 0 9 .  _____

DISCOUNT
ALLENMORE “A” BUILDING

H ra c l i c c - r e a d y  o f f ic e  s u i te  to  
s u b le a s e  S u i ta b le  lo r  o n e  or 
Iw o  p e rso n s .  All le a s e h o ld  
im p r o v e m e n ts  in c lu d e d  V ery  
a t t r a c t iv e  ren t  s t ru c tu re

C a l l  D rs  L lo y d  E lm e r  o r  J im  
K o m o io u s  752-7705 lo r  
de ta i ls .

The B ulletin  May 1 9 8 6  21



705 South Ninth Street •  Suite 203 •  Tacoma. Washington 08405 •  Telephone (2061 572-3666

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

TUESDAY, MAY 13, 1986

“THE PHYSICIAN GLUT”
Werner E. Samson, M.D. 

Cardiologist - Private Practice 
& 

Chairman, U. of W. Admissions Committee

DATE: Tuesday, May 13, 1986

TIME: No host cocktails 6:15 P.M. Dinner 7:15 P.M. Program 8:00 P.M.

PLACE: Executive Inn
5700 Pacific Highway East 
Fife

COST: Dinner, $13.00 per person

Register now. Please complete the attached reservation form and return it, with a check for the appropriate 
amount made payable to the Medical Society of Pierce County, in the enclosed pre-addressed envelope. Or, 
call the Medical Society office, 572-3667, to confirm your attendance.

Due to the special arrangements necessary for this joint meeting, reservations must be made no later than Fri
day, May 9.

REGISTRATION:
Yes, i (we) have set aside the evening of May 9 to join my fellow Society members and spouses for the 

presentation on “ The Physician Glut.”

—  Please rese rve --------------------dinner(s) at $13.00 per person (tax and gratuity included). Enclosed is
my check for $ _____________

_ I regret I am unable to attend the dinner portion of the meeting. I will attend the program only.

Dr: _ .

RETURN TO MSPC BY NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, MAY 9.



The “Humana Difference” 
Is Really Just A Lot Of Little 

Differences
At Humana we know we can’t he all things to all people. But You see, even though were the leaders in such areas as

we mean to be number one among the most important people we Acute Care, Pulmonary Rehabilitation, Day Surgery, ophthalmol- 
serve — the physicians o f Pierce County. ogy, spinal disorders, breast cancer and Gastrointestinal

It ’s why we offer Insta-Care in our Emergency Room—which screening programs and geriatric problems — among others — 
ensures that your patient is evaluated w ithin 60 seconds o f arrival, were still small enough to provide highly personalized care for 
I t ’s why we maintain an up-to-date lis t o f physicians to which we your patients. And highly personalized service for you. Put them 
can refer patients. And why we concen- _ all together — and they make

trate on key "Centers ofExceUence”  ^ H u m a n a  H o s p i t a l  T a C O f t i a  the Humana difference, 
to help you provide better patient care. 19th and U n , „ n T a n ,ma (20fl) , , v  Try us and you'll see.

Discover The Hum ana D ifference



M E D IC A L  S O C I E T Y  O F  P I E R C E  C O U N T Y  

7 0 5  S o u t h  9 t h ,  S u i t e  2 0 3  
T a c o m a ,  W a s h in g t o n  9 8 4 0 5

A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T I O N  R E Q U E S T E D

BULK R
V S. P O S T  
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T A C O M A ,W
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FO R  SALE O R  LEA S E
OFFICE CONDOMINIUMS

Strategic South Hill — Puyallup Location •  Ideally Suited for Medical Offices
Where 75,000 people are waiting for your business!

Tw o m in u tes fro m  G o o d  Sam aritan , a m p le  parking, cen tra l an triu m  lobby, T r i S t a r  P r o f e s s i o n a l  C e n t r e
e x ce llen t freew ay a c c e s s ,  h u b  o f activity, n o  traffic co n g e s tio n , full te n a n t 9 5 0 3  112th St., E ast • P u y a llu p , W A  9 8 3 7 3
im p ro v em en ts, sep ara te  L en ox  h e a t p u m p s, full digital secu rity  sy stem , P e t e r  J .  S a c k ,  C C IM
sep arate  co m p u ter circu its, divisible up  to  5 0 0  sq . ft. ( 2 0 6 )  8 4 1 - 4 0 0 1

P H Y S IC IA N S  IN S U R A N C E  
IS Y O U R  C O M P A N Y

Your com pany is the on ly WSMA sponsored, 
physician owned and directed company in the 
■State of Washington.

Your com pany responds to the needs o f tile 
medical profession. The Board o f Directors is
comprised o! practicing physicians concerned
about their peer'; and your company.

Your com pany in four .short vears has become 
Washingtons largest medical professional luh il- 
n \  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y

The professional lia b ility  .situation 
nationally and in  Washington s tile  is in turmoil. 
)(>ur com pany and its subscribers are working 
together to find  long range solutions. We invite 
your partic ipa tion . Call fo r fu rthe r information.

PHYSICIANS
INSURANCE
'.VAX, III i ; y t o n  STATE PHYSICIANS INSURANCE 

Z ’ C h a n g e  & ASSOCIATION

:i :i;'D AIRLINES BLDG 2033 SIXTH AVENUE 
r i- '■•■VA (>812  ̂ (206) 728-5800 1-80Q-732-1148

■i-' 'i-'NoiOE SUITE 500 
■ ■ "Vf. 99201 (509)456-5868
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Meeting, A p ril 8 16 The E n igm a tic Case
Turn o f the century views

10 Infectious Waste on contracting arrange

Standards ments by Pierce County

ByfodyL. Snyder RS physicians.
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A re C ontem porary 18 A uxiliary  News
In Vitro Methods Reflections by Ginnie Miller
C om parable to Finding help fo r  the medi
Skin Testing? cal fam ily
By Frank S. Virant, MD Thank You

E d i t o r :  D a v id  S. H o p k in s  
M a n a g in g  E d i t o r :  D o u g la s  R . J a c k m a n
E d i t o r i a l  C o m m i t t e e :  D a v id  S . H o p k in s  ( c h a ir m a n ) ,  S t a n le y  W . T u c l l ,  W . B e n  B la c k e t t
M S P C  O f f i c e r s :  R ich ard  H a w k in s , P re s id e n t; R ic h a r d  C B o w e . P r e s id e n t -d c c t ;  K e n to n  C. U o d ilv  V ic e  P re sid cn r, R o b e rt B W huncy. 
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M S P C  T r u s t e e s :  D av id  G. C la rk , D e .M a u ric e  M o se.\  C h a r le s  M . W e a th e rb y , B a r ry  | W e led , M ielvael L. H alstead . P e te r K  
Marsh, Paul D. S c h n e id e r , 1 9 8 7 ; V irg in ia  M iller.

B o a r d  a n d  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r m e n :  By la  tvs, D u d ley  Hoiit/., S tanle y  Tucll:  Hitdavii'pinaiicc. Ro bert  1! NX hit n e \ : < < i/lcge nf M alic til t.duai- 
hon. Peter K. Marsh; Credentials. R icha rd F.. Walt m a n :  f-m crgeiicv M edical Kiaiuhm ls. K< ihert W < >sh> >rnc. Ii . Hhi<..s-skiih/iinh nf P m c  
ike. Ronald G Taylor;  Grievance. G u u s  NX'C. B is e h o f f .  In ivrpm jcssinnal. Ro bert  J Martin l.vgnhiltiv. la m e s  I > Kru eg er .  l.ih iu ry  t/.ilbcri 
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sional Relations, Pat D onley;  Program . K e n to n  C. Bo d i ly :  P n blk  H eaU h/^ hool Health. Terry NX Torgenru d .  I III fju aliiyA .^ iin iiicc  [>a\id 
sparling: Committee on Aging. B ry a n  M. Archer.

Deadline for .submission o f  c o p y  i.s th e  2 5  th o f  th e  m o n t h  p r e c e d i n g  th e  m o n t h  o f  puhl icat ii  m f f< >\\ ever,  l n u l  deter mtnatu  m  < </ publ ic . tnon 
date will be  made by The Bulletin. The Bulletin  re serves  th e  right to edi t all re a d e r  c< >ntnlmi io ns  lor bie\ i tv  c l a m  v anti  k  n^tb. as well 
as to reject any material subm it ted .
P u b l i s h e d  M o n t h l y  by th e  Medical S o c i e t y  o f  P ie rce  C o un ty .  7i>s S o u t h  y th .  Sui te  -!<)■',. T aeo m a.  WA ‘W 4i)«, T e le p h o n e  ( J ( io )  s - j . s o n  i, Bu lk  Kate V s
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professional approval o r e n d o r s e m e s n t  o f  p r o d u c t s  o r  s e r v i c e s  a d v e rt i s e d  The Bulletin  aiu l th e  Meeheal s o e i e n  ol Pie ree ( o i m n  i v s e n e  ih e  n.uhi n> i elect 
any advertising. Advertising rates may b e  s e c u r e d  f ro m  MK T i p to n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  ser\ ices,  i o n -  Undue p< *ri W av NXCsi. s u i ie  2( l a c  >ma. XX A. o s  m o  
(206) 564-3831. The Bulletin  is p r in te d  in T a c o m a .  W a sh in g to n  by L a k e w o o d  Pr in t in g

T h e B u lletin , J u n e /J u ly  /yW> .?



President’s Page

O f t  C o n tra c ts

You know what they say about the 
expanding world population. Some
where in the world a woman gives birth 
to a habv every nine seconds; we have 
to find that woman and stop her. I wish 
we could do the same thing to w hom 
ever is responsible tor the proliferation 
of “health care systems" — all those 
newr "plans" that want to "contract" for 
the “delivery’' o f “physician services.’’ I 
do not know how frequently new plans 
are born, but it sure seems like there are 
a lot of them.

COMING TO TERMS
Contracts, physician agreements, 

provider agreements, health care plans, 
alternate delivery systems, managed 
health care plans — the terminology is 
almost as confusing as the process. Bas
ically one party (patient) wants to get 
medical care from a second party (phy
sician! to be paid for by a third party (in
surance company) purchased bv a 
fourth party (employer) Third parties 
now want specific arrangements with 
the second party that the; can sell to 
the fourth party to be used by the first 
party.

THE HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
It has been a long time since there 

were only two parties, the doctor and 
the patient. Wc continue to try to con
vince everyone, ourselves included, 
that the physician-patient relationship 
is the only one that matters, but we 
know that the other parties have a tre
mendous impact on medical practice. If 
third party pa\ors did not exist, pa
tients and physicians would behave dif
ferently, better in some cases and worse 
in others. If employers and government 
were not major purchasers, there would 
be much less purchased. There might 
be benefits from having only two par
ties, but overall 1 am not sure it would 
be desirable, and it is certainly not real
istic. So I think we are stuck with more

than just the doctor and the patient in 
the equation.

With every action there is a reaction. 
Someone else paid for it so medical 
practice changed to accom m odate that. 
Then rules and regulations were 
promulgated to control those changes. 
Mow those rules are getting tougher.

There is a perceived need for more 
control. It seem s to be based on rising 
costs, abuses, undesirable behaviors, 
questionable outcomes, and unm et ex 
pectations. Some o f this perception has 
a firm foundation. 1 do find it difficult to 
defend some o f the things in the Ameri
can medical system.

Contract medicine is by no means 
new. Many in this com munity have had 
experience with it in years gone by. And 
1 have read o f “lodge practice" at the 
turn of the century —  essentially p re
paid capitated care provided by fee-for- 
service physicians.

CONTRACT EVALUATION
Agreeing to a contract does require 

careful consideration, and I would en
courage you to give it very scrupulous 
study. The best, most succinct work 
that 1 have seen on the topic is a booklet 
produced by the California Medical As
sociation entitled "Physician’s Con
tracting Handbook." I highly recom 
mend that you get it: $ l(>.00 to CMA, 44 
Gough Street, San Francisco CA 
y 8 J0 V i2 3 3 .

I  he Washington State Medical Asso
ciation has a legal evaluation service 
available. When you are looking at a 
particular company’s contract,’ call 
WSMA (1-800-552-0612) and ask for 
their evaluation

D O 'S  AND D O N 'T 'S
A l o n g  w  iih the do's, there are some 

don r's, particularly related to antitrust 
activities. Again, the CMA booklet dis
cusses those. In short, be very careful 
about collusion.

This brings us to the role o f the Medi
cal Society. T here is no place for MSPC, 
WSMA, or AMA in making recommen
dations about w hich contract to sign 
and w hich not to, or in negotiating 
terms — that would only produce a 
greater burden on our legal system and 
som e w ealthier attorneys. By making 
inform ation avat'able to you, organized 
m edicine wants to  give you the knowl
edge upon w hich you can base deci
sions appropriate to  your ow n circum
stances.

CHANGE AND OPPORTUN ITY
1 have been  told that there is an old 

Chinese blessing, “may you live in 
changing times.” Physicians, then, are 
very blessed. They say that change is in
evitable, that we should prepare for the 
future, take advantage o f new opportu
nities, go w ith the flow, and not cling to 
the old ways, for he w ho lives in the 
past is left in the past. Contracting is 
certainly one o f the significant changes 
that is being inflicted  on physicians.

Some are looking at contracting as an 
opportunity for personal gain. This 
could apply to any o f  the parties — the 
insurance com panies and plan execu
tives, employers and government pur
chasers, patients, and physicians. I 
strongly disapprove o f  personal gain at 
som eone else’s expense.

Nevertheless, I do think that change 
provides positive opportunities, and 
that w e should seek out and embrace 
betterm ent in our health care delivery 
systems. I hope that physicians ap
proach change as an opportunity to im
prove m edical care for our patients, for 
the people o f this country;

—  R ichard  Hawkins

J u n e ,J u ly  1986. T b e  B u lletin



WSMA Holds “Special 
Session” of House of 
Delegates

Over one hundred delegates to the 
WSMA “Special Session” House o f D el
egates attended the meeting held specif
ically to address what has — and has not 
— been achieved on liability reform in 
1986, and to chan strategy and action 
plans for further reform.

The Medical Society of Pierce County 
had its full delegation present with sev
enteen members attending the Satur
day, April 19 meeting. Serving as dele
gates and representatives were: L. 
Alenick, C. L. Anderson, R. Bowe, L. 
Elmer, R. Hawkins, R. Johnson, D. 
Hopkins, J. Krueger, P. Marsh, D. 
Moses, G. Roller, P. Schneider, J .  Sy- 
monds, R. Scherz, R. Vimont, C. 
Weatherby and R. Whitney.

Purpose of the meeting was to assess 
what had and had not been achieved 
with passage of SB 4630  (liability re
form) and to chart strategy and action 
plans for further reform.

The following strategies and action 
plans were recommended to preserve 
what reform has been achieved, and to 
further reform the tort system. 
Recommendations:
1. Sustain at the state level the Liability 

Reform Coalition.

2. Continue the political/lobbying in
frastructure established last fall 
through the Community Action 
Team network.

3- Apply our Community Action Team 
network to specific political action 
geared to assist legislators w ho sup
ported reform as we move to the 
1986 elections.

Support WMPAC, the Washington 
Medical Political Action Committee.

5- Initiate a strong, pro-active public 
education and media relations pro
gram.

6 . Propose legislative and statutory 
changes w hich lim it theories o f lia
bility and alternative forms o f dis
pute resolution in the 1987 session.

7. Assist in implementation o f the act, 
including education o f  the defense 
bar and insurance industry.

8 . Be prepared to defend the bill in ap
propriate court challenges.

9. Continue and escalate WSMA’s risk 
management program  as part o f its 
liability reform campaign.

Speakers Bureau 
Active

Members o f  the Society w ho have 
volunteered to participate in the Speak
ers Bureau continue to respond to  re
quests from com m unity groups and or
ganizations. They are asked to speak on 
varied medical topics.

The foliowing m em bers appeared be
fore the groups listed:

L eon ard  Alenick, M.D. Downtown
T acom a Lions

W. B en B lackett, M. D. Tacom a  
Rotary 8

Bruce Buchanan, M.D. KTAC-AM

D avid  Brown, M. D. T acom a
Community
College

G ilbertJohnston, M. D. D owntown  
Kiw anis

F ran kS en ecal, M.D.

M ichael Young, M.D.

A ssociation  
o f  Retired  
Persons

Pacific
Lutheran
University

Computer User 
Group

I f  you haven’t yet purchased a com 
puter or want to make the most of the 
one(s) you own, why not plan on at
tending a meeting o f the Medical Socie
ty 's User Group?

Members range from novices to ad
vanced programmers that are eager to 
learn and to teach. The Medical Socie
ty ’s User Group can help you if  you 
need advice to computerize your office, 
are thinking about going to electronic 
billing, or simply want to exchange in
formation.

All users are welcome to attend. For 
the next scheduled meeting date call 
the Society office at 5 7 2 -3667 .

Crossroads Treatment Center

Alcoholism
A P rog ram  D es igned  to  P rov ide  
C o m p re h e n s ive  T rea tm en t fo r 
A ll F ace ts  o f A lco h o lism

P h ys ic ia n  D irec ted

F am ily  T re a tm e n t Inc luded

C o s t E ffec tive  O u tpa tien t 
P rog ram

C ove re d  by m any Health 
In su ra n ce  P lans

FOR IN FO R M A TIO N  
C O N TAC T:

T ed B ern ing , A d m in is tra to r 
5909  O rc h a rd  St. W est 

T acom a , W A  98467

(206) 473-7474

C R O S S R O AD S
TR E A TM E N T
CENTER

A n  A pproved  W ashington A lcoho lism  
Treatm ent Facility

T h e  B u lle t in , Jun e/Ju ly  198 6  5



iX eusbriefs continued.

Bulletin to become 
a quarterly 
publication

In  a  c o n t in u in g  e f f o r t  to  im p r o v e  
c o m m u n ic a t io n s  a n d  k e e p  m e m b e r s  

a b r e a s t  o f  t h e  m a n y , r a p id  c h a n g e s  ta k 
in g  p la c e  in  m e d ic in e  to d a y , t h e  M S P C  
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  E d ito r ia l  C o m m i t t e e  
a n d  M B I B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  h a v e  v o te d  
t o  p u b l is h  t h e  B u lletin  o n  a q u a r te r ly  
b a s is .  A  m o n t h ly  n e w s le t te r  w il l  b e  
p u b l i s h e d  e ig h t  m o n th s  a  y e a r  o p p o s i te  
th e  m o n th s  th c Bulletin is p u b l is h e d .

C u r r e n t ly , a ll in fo r m a t io n  p r in te d  in  
th e  Bulletin m u s t  b e  s u b m it te d  t o  th e  
S o c i e t y  o f f i c e  5 - 6  w e e k s  p r io r  t o  d e l iv 
e r y  d a te  ( f i r s t  o f  th e  m o n th ) .  T h i s  n e 
g a te d  t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  p r o v id in g  c u r 
r e n t ,  b r e a k i n g  in f o r m a t io n  th a t  s h o u ld  
b e  a c t e d  u p o n .

A d d itio n a lly , th e  Bulletin is r a t h e r  e x 
p e n s iv e  to  p u b l is h . T h e  u s e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
p a p e r  s t o c k ,  t y p e s e t t in g  v e r s u s  la s e r  
p r in t in g ,  a n d  o th e r  c o s t - c u t t in g  m e a 
s u r e s  a r e  b e in g  c o n s id e r e d .

T h e  Bulletin w il l  h e  p u b l is h e d  fo r  
th e  m o n th s  o f  A u g u s t, N o v e m b e r , F e b 
r u a r y  a n d  M ay. D e a d l in e  fo r  s u b m is s io n  
w il l  b e  th e  I5 c h  o f  t h e  m o n t h  p r e c e d in g  
t h e  m o n th  o f  p u b l ic a t io n .

New service 
available for AMA 
members.

T h e  A M A  is  n o w  o f fe r in g  to  AM  A 
m e m b e r  p h y s ic ia n s  a P r o fe s s io n a l  S e r v 
ic e s  A c c o u n t .  T h i s  is a c r e d i t  c a r d  p r o c 
e s s in g  s y s te m  w h ic h  w il l  a l lo w  AM A 
m e m b e r  p h y s ic ia n s  to  a c c e p t  V isa  an d  
M a s te r C a r d  p a y m e n ts  fr o m  i h e i r  p a 
t ie n t s  a n d  h a v e  t h e  a d d e d  b e n e f i t  o f  a 
v c r v  lo w  p r o c e s s in g  fe e .

T h e  p r o g r a m  is b e in g  im p le m e n te d  
in  r e s p o n s e  to  b o th  p a t ie n ts ,  w h o  w arn  
t h e  c o n v e n ie n c e  th a t  c r e d i t  c a r d  p ;w - 
m e n ts  o t te r ,  a n d  to  p h y s ic ia n s ,  w h o  
w a n t th e  a b ility  to  o p e r a te  m o r e  c o m  e f 
f ic ie n t ly  a n d  to  r e d u c e  th e  n e e d  fo r  c o l 
l e c t in g  p a t d u e  a c c o u n t s .

D o c t o r s  w h o  e le c t  t o  p a r t i c ip a te  in 
t h e  p r o g r a m  w il l  pay a 5 5 0  a n n u a l  fe e  
p lu s  a 1 » 8 '\> d is c o u n t  ra te . i .e . .  th e  
p r o c e s s in g  f e e  to r  c h a r g e s  tr a n s a c te d  
th r o u g h  t h e  sy s te m . A ll m a te r ia ls  ( im 
p r in te r s ,  c h e c k s ,  d e p o s i t  t i c k e t s ,  o f f ic e  
d is p la y  p i e c e s ,  e t c . )  w i l l  b e  p r o v id e d  at 
n o  a d d it io n a l  c o s t

Free Contract 
Evaluation 
available to MSPC 
members. . .

Nearly' 3 0 0  WSMA m em bers have 
taken advantage o f  the association's 
free evaluation o f  alternative delivery 
svstem contracts since it was intro
duced last summer

By calling the MSPC or WSMA officc, 
members can obtain an analysis of any 
HMO PPO or IPA contract. The analysis 
takes approximately 20 days if the co n 
tract is from an ADS not previously re
viewed by the WSMA service.

The analysis is intended to help phy
sicians make informed decisions. It cov 
ers w ho controls quality o f care, possi
ble restrictions on referral patterns, 
utilization review requirem ents, billing 
procedures, professional liability, ter
mination of agreement, and reim burse
ment. The analysis will not advise the 
phy sician yvhether or not to sign the 
contract, but will indicate areas o f co n 
cern.

Currently, the WSMA has analyses of 
23 various ADS contracts on file.

For more information, contact Doug 
Jackman at the Society office (572- 
3667) or John Arvcson at WSMA (1- 
800-552-0612).

Medicare Update
The fee freeze on non-participating 

physicians for Medicare assignment will 
extend through the end o f the calendar 
year 1986. Congress recently decided.

f . f le c t iv e  M ay 1 , j > a r i i c i p a t / n g  p h y s i 
c ia n s  w il l  r e c e iv e  a  4 .1 5  p e r c e n t  i n 
c r e a s e  m  th e ir  r e im b u r s e m e n t  n h e  3.15 
p e r c e n t  a d ju s tm e n t  in  th e  m e d ic a r e  
e c o n o m ic  in d e x ,  p lu s  a n  a d d it io n a l  o n e  
p e r c e n t  a u t h o r is e d  d u r in g  th e  r e c o n c i l -  
'a t io n  p r o c e s s  o n  (h e  fe d e ra l b i l l ) .  T h i s  

r^ a se  a l lo w s  p a r t i c ip a t in g  p h y s ic ia n s  
th e  b e n e f i t  o f th e  lu l l  M B  in c r e a s e  
iM n ce  O r a m m -K u d m a n  h a s  r e d u c c d  a c 
tu a l r e im b u r s e m e n t  by o n e  p e r c e n t  1.

Volunteers 
Needed

Please consider donating an evening 
a m onth to  provide medical care for 
p eople in  your own community who 
cannot otherw ise afford it.

The clin ic is always in need of medi- 
cal supplies, sample drugs and money. 
Please give what you can. For further in
form ation, call Barbara Goforth at 627- 
6 3 5 3  or 2 7 2 -1 3 9 2 . Thank you,

Phone Number, 
Address Change.
Amy Yu, MD
Medical Oncology & Hematology
Accepts all patients
O ffice: 314 S. K Street, Suite301,
Tacom a, WA 9 8 4 0 5
Phone. 2 7 2 -7 3 4 4
3 8 3 -1 8 3 3  (Physician)

Residence: 9 1 0 9  N. Harborview Dr, 
Gig Harbor, WA 9 8 3 3 5  
Phone: 851-^ 612

T h e  Neighborhood C lin ic  is a free 
primary health care c l i n i c  serving t£c

T^nm a xiT 8L’n,t ° f thc Hillt°P  area <>f 
M  K al' m,rsin8' ‘“bora-to n  and support staff are v o lu n te e r s .

Pacific Northwest 
Opportunities

F o r  O B / G y n s

urban women, 's group 
private practice with 

hospital support

fu ll spectrum of 0B/
Gyn, including high 

risk-busy, urban 
multi-specialty 

clinic

Gyn or OB/Gyn in  5W 
Washington Community 

private practice, first 
year guarantee

F o r  f u r t h e r  in fo r m a t io n  o n  how  
th c .s e  s e t t in g s  c a n  m e e t  p erso n a l 

a n d  p r o fe s s io n a l  g o a ls , send  
c u r r ic u lu m  v i ta e  o r  call:

The Friedrich Group 
9284 Fem cliff Northeast 

Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 
(2 0 6 ) 842-5248 or 

(2 0 6 ) 527-3141

6 J u n e  J u ly  t<j86. T h e B u lletin



Well Adult Clinics Aid the
Elderly
By Patty Reinkensmeyer, CHN

physicians who have many elderly 
patients in their practice have an excel
lent health resource in the community 
for providing screening, support, edu
cation and footcare.

The Tacoma-Pierce County Health 
Department’s Well Adult Clinics focus 
on health promotion and prevention of 
illness in the elderly. These clinics, 
staffed by community health nurses, 
are held on a regular basis throughout 
Tacoma and Pierce County so as to be 
accessible to both urban and rural e l
derly people.

The Well Adult Clinics offer several 
health services including health assess
ment, health monitoring and counsel
ing, and footcare. Health assessment 
visits consist of a systems review, stress
ing functional levels, safety and health)' 
behaviors. In addition, lab screening is 
done including hematocrit, urine 
screening, hemocult test and blood glu
cose. Health assessments are completed 
every one to two years on clinic partici
pants. Any abnormal lab findings or 
health problems are referred back to 
the client’s physician for follow-up.

Health monitoring and counseling 
are visits for follow-up and teaching or 
rescreening an abnormal lab from a pre
vious clinic visit. Many participants re
turn every 2-4  months for blood pres
sure or glucose monitoring.

Footcare service includes routine nai! 
trimming and care of corns and cal
louses. This is the most popular clinic 
service! Many elderly people rely on the 
Well Adult Clinics to provide this assist
ance in order to maintain their level of 
independence. As simple as it is, foot
care services may make the difference 
between being able to get out o f the 
home comfortably or not.

The Medical Society of Pierce County 
has supported the Well Adult Clinics by 
participation on the Health D epart
ment s Adult Health Medical Advisory 
Committee. This committee meets 
quarterly to review Well Adult Clinic 
policies and procedures.

Physicians can refer their patients to 
the Well Adult Clinics to augment their 
health care.

Appointments are made by calling 
the Health Departm ent at 5 91-6480 . 
A receptionist will try to schedule an 
appointm ent as soon as possible at a 
convenient locution. Fees are assessed

on a sliding scale based on income lev
els. !\'o one is denied service if unable
to pay. ■
Pally Heinkensmeyer is the Well Adult Co
ord inator for  the Tacom a hietxe County 
Health Department. For further in form a
tion you m ay contact her a! *,')!-(i-tHO

(fi  i  { P h o n e
o n n e c t i o n  I I I

A uthorized Cellular One Agent ^ ^
C e llu la r  m o b ile  p h o n e  e q u ip m e n t  .sales

ROBIN POPICH SALES AGENT
(2()<>) 8 5 1 - 8 8 4 5  G ig  H a rb o r , W A"When y ou r patien ts a r e  critical. . . so a r e  i/our com nuuiioiliotis. "

ONCE AGAIN,VOLVO DIDN’T 
LEAVE WELL ENOUGH ALONE.
Most people would he happy to build a car w iih an avcr.ige life expectancy o f 

15.6 years*
But Volvo engineers arc harder to satisfy than most people. I hats why, lor 

1986, they've made improvements in the Volvo 240. Improvements that include 
heated front seats, more comprehensive nist proofing and a re-styled body aimed 
at bnnging lhe aerodynamics o f the 240 to a new low.

Which is another reason why its high-tirne you slopped by our Volvo show
room for a test drive.

TOPPING MOTORS
925 Market (Downtown) Tacoma

V O L V O - N I S S A N  3 - Y E A R  U N L IM IT E D  M IL E S  • W o  • l a s u i x -
W A R R A N T Y  •/ n r o p c i iu  I  > c l i r e i y

572-3333
‘H om e o f  th e  Custom L e a s e "

' Based on .tn .iciuanal analysis of I lie I'lHM'HU I. S Ri-psii.   D.il.i miiJiKkd ̂  Ken W.nwick &
Associate- Due In many laclors including maintenance. eluting conditions anj li.ihiK vour Volvo mriv 
nol last as long Then ajwin.il may Iasi longer Summary .iv.nl;,hit .1! vom Volvo dc.ik-i
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Board of Trustees
Minutes 

Tuesday, April 8,1986

The Board of Trustees for the Medical 
Society of Pierce County met on Tues
day, April 8, 1986, at Humana Hospital 
(D octor's Dining Room). Members 
present were: Drs. Richard Hawkins 
(President), De-Maurice Moses. Charles 
Weatherby, Kenton Bodily, Robert 
Whitney, Paul Schneider, Michael Hal
stead. David Clark, Peter Marsh, Ri
chard Bowe, Barrv Weled and Mrs. 
Miller.

Also present by invitation were: Drs. 
Richard Hoffmeister. Gerard Ames, 
Leonard Alenick, Ronald Taylor, Dennis 
Waldron, Keong-Chyc Cheah, Larrv 
Larson. Toshio Akamatsu and Mr. Jack
man, MSPC Executive Director.

The Minutes o f the March -t, 1986, 
Board o f Trustees Meeting were ap
proved and filed.

Finance Report:
Dr. Whitney, Secretary-Treasurer. 

noted the Operations Loss of $ 8 ,9 9 8  as 
compared to a gain of 5 1,058 in the 
same period for 1985. He noted the 
S 11.000 that has been loaned to Mem
bership Benefits, Inc. and the legal e x 
penses incurred io date attributed to 
this variance, it was noted tluu the Soci
ety would be reimbursed bv MBI when 
its financial position improved and 
CN'A insurance Company when the par
ticular lawsuit is settled.

1985 MSPC/MBI Finance Report:
Mr. John Hodder. CPA. provided the 

Board with a report on the financial po
sition o f the Society and its whollv 
owned subsidiary. MBI as of December 
31. 1985. He viewed the Society's ex 
cess over liabilities of S 1 >.000 in 1983, 
progressing to $ 3 5 ,0 0 0  in 198-) and
5 5 3 .0 0 0  in 1985 as a p ositbe step.

However, he noted Membership Ben
efits, Inc. had experienced a loss of
5 2 1 .0 0 0  for the year. He recommended 
strongly that during 1986 and beyond 
the expenses o f MBI be monitored quite 
closelv.

Three goals were established to bring 
about an improved financial position 
for MBI. and they were:

1. Developing an orderly repay
ment plan for MBI.

2. Assure adequate monitoring o f 
the MBI cash flow.

3. The underlying goal is that 
MBI be a profitable organiza
tion.

The report was filed.

Executive Committee Report:
Dr. Hawkins reported on the E xecu

tive Committee Meeting o f March 18, 
noting the issues discussed at the m eet
ing would be on the Board's agenda for 
the evening.

The report was approved as submit
ted.

Auxiliary Report:
Mrs. Miller reported that the w eek of 

April 2 0 -2 6  was Organ Donation 
Week. The Board discussed organ do
nations and urged the Society's strong 
support of the program and greater in
volvement in educating the public to 
the needs in this area.

She noted 26 graduating high school 
seniors, children o f Society members, 
would be receiving a Cross pen with 
their initials as a gift from the Auxiliary.

It was reported that the Credentials 
Committee had met and recommended 
to the Board that the following appli
cants be approved tor membership 
rhevare:

Ben R. B ryan!, M.D. 
( .e c ii h. Snodgrass, M.D. 
fln u m u a / P osada :,, M.D. 
C arl A. P!on sky. M [ )  
A nthon y hi. Lee, M  D. 
H enry j. Z ielin ski, M.D.

A m otion was made that “THE REC
OMMENDATION OF THE COMMIT
TEE BE APPROVED.” The motion was 
seconded and unanimously approved.

D iscussion followed concerning the 
attendance o f  hospital representatives 
to  the Credentials Com mittee meetings. 
The issue would be discussed at the 
May Board Meeting.

Public Health/School Health 
Comm ittee Meeting:

The Public Health/School Health 
Com m ittee had recommended to the 
Board that annual tuberculin skin test
ing be discontinued and be adminis
tered only upon entrance to kindergar
ten level, junior high and senior high 
school due to the very low yield of 
present annual skin testing. After a per
iod o f discussion a m otion was made 
that “THE RECOMMENDATION BE RE
FERRED BACK TO THE COMMITTEE 
TO  SECURE ADDITIONAL DOCU
MENTATION TO  SUBSTANTIATE REA
SONING FOR THE RECOMMENDA
TION.” The m otion was seconded and 
unanimously approved.

T he Board o f  Trustees approved a 
tem porary loan o f  $ 7 0  made to Citizens 
for Better D ental Health. This would as
sist the organization to  establish its tele
phone and post office capabilities. The 
report w a filed.

Committee on Aging Report:
Guests from  the Adult Protective 

Services, M arcourt Health Care Center 
and the Home Health Care Department 
of the Tacoma/Pierce County Health 
D epartm ent presented reports on their 
agency activities to the Committee. The 
Board discussed present criteria for 
home health agencies and their staff 
The report was filed.

,v J u n e  J u ly  T h e  B u lletin



X.

Publications Report:
M r .  Jackm an reported on the contin

ued loss of revenue for the Bulletin  dur
ing 1985. The Board discussed the con 
sideration being given to publishing the 
Bulletin on a quarterly basis and en 
dorsed the recommendation. A motion 
was made that “THE MSPC BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES SUPPORTS THE PUBLICA
TION OF THE BULLETIN ON A QUAR
TERLY BASIS TO BE REPLACED W ITH 
A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER.’’ It was 
projected that the quarterly Bulletin 
and Newsletter could be self-sustaining 
financially. It was estimated that the 
Pocket Directory would net approxi
mately 820,000 on an annual basis.

WSMA Officers/Trustees 
Nominees:

The Executive Committee recom 
mended to the Board that Drs. Ralph 
Johnson be nominated for President- 
Elect of WSMA; Dr. Robert Scherz, 
Trustee and Richard Hawkins as Vice- 
Speaker. The Committee recommended 
that Dr. Charles Weatherby be nom i
nated to replace Dr. Lloyd Elmer as 
WSMA Trustee who had elected not to 
serve another term. A motion was made 
that “THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BE AP
PROVED.” The motion was seconded 
and unanimously approved.

WSMA Special Session of House of 
Delegates:

The following members were ap
proved to serve as alternate delegates or 
delegates to the WSMA Special Session. 
“THEY WERE: DRS. JAMES KRUEGER, 
JAMES SYMONDS, CHARLES L. AN
DERSON, LEONARD ALENICK, G. 
BRUCE SMITH, ROGER SIMMS, DAVID 
HOPKINS AND RICHARD VIMONT.” 
The motion was seconded and unani
mously approved.

Contracting/Alternative Delivery 
Systems:

The Board discussed at length the 
number of alternative delivery systems 
contracts now being presented to mem- 
, ers without them having adequate 
knowledge of the various contacts and 
J, e Potential risk. Dr. Hawkins asked

at the Contracting Committee be re
convened to assist in the dissemination 
01 form ation to the membership.

MSPC Computer System Proposal:
The Board discussed the proposed 

com puter system planned for the Soci
ety office. The m otion was made, sec
onded and unanimously approved that 
“THE MEDICAL SO CIETY ALLOCATE 
8 8 ,5 0 0  TO  PURCHASE A COMPUTER 
SYSTEM. THE DETERMINATION OF A 
PARTICULAR SYSTEM WOULD BE 
MADE BY  THE EXECUTIVE DIREC
TOR W ITH  THE CONCURRENCE OF 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.”

EMS Committee Report:
Dr. Hawkins reported that the EMS 

Com m ittee had recom m ended that all 
on-line direction o f paramedics be 
through a single “bunker” system . The 
concept was presented to the County 
Board o f Health Meeting on April 2. 
The projected cost o f  such a concept is 
presently conceived to  be approxi
mately $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0 -8 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  annually. 
The Board o f Health took the recom 
mendation under advisement.

KSTW-TV:
Representatives o f Gaylord Broad

casting Company (KSTW -TV) p re
sented a project currently underway in

Milwaukee, W isconsin involving the lo
cal medical society and 90-second 
health spot com m ercials. KSTW -TV 
was seeking the Medical Society's par
ticipation in a sim ilar program. A brief 
discussion followed with no decision 
being made.

As there was no further business to 
conduct, the m eeting was adjourned at 
9 :0 0  p.m. ■

Robert B. Whitney, M. D.
Secretary-Treasurer

Computerized Testing 
By Fastest

P s y c h o lo g ic a l, V o c a t io n a l, 
E d u c a t io n a l

A d u lt a n d  C h ild re n

Harold B. Johnston, MD, P.S.
A lle n m o re  M e d ica l C e n te r , B - 3 0 0 9  

S o u t  h 1 9 th  & l ln io n  
T a c o m a , W A  98405 

Telephone 383-2413

- » ‘*i
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Q uality  A s s u r a n c e :
A Manor Care Promise

The Manor Healthcare Team pledges to do everything in 
our power to  provide qua lity  care to  all residents. Under
lying this simple promise, is a complex system to ensure that 
the high standards we set are being delivered.

The system is called Q uality Assurance. And it's your 
assurance that Manor Care w ill maintain and improve total 
care. For your copy o f our Qualfty Assurance Brochure, 
call or w rite  our center today.

John A tk inson , M.D. •  Medical D irector 
Kyle Bowman •  Adm inistrator

Clare Spodobalski, R.N. •  D irector o f Nursing Services 
Kathy Carenbauer •  Admissions Director

MANOR CARE 
OF MEADOW PARK

NURSING & REHADILITATION CENTER

5601 South Orchard Street •  Tacoma •  (20 6 )4 7 4 -8 4 2 1

s ir

i
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Infectious Waste 
Standards.. .

A l l  dm. to rs  o ffice s  re c e n t ly  re c e iv e d  f r o m  
the  Ten o m a ,T ie rc e  C .onn ty  H e a lth  D e p a r t 
m e n t s ta n d a rd s  f o r  th e  h a n d l in g  a n d  d is 
p o s a l o f  in fe c t io n s  w a s le  m a te r ia l.  There  
w as som e c o n fu s io n  a s  to  the  steps neces
s a ry  f<> the  m a te r ia !  n o n - in fe c tio n s .

Ms. J o d y  L. Snyder. R .S.. L n r i r o n m e n ta l  
H e a lth  S p e c ia lis t. F .n r ira itn te n ta l H e a lth  
D iv is io n .  T a c o m a -P ie rc e  C o u n ty  H e a lth  
D e p a r tm e n t h a s  s u b m it te d  the  fo l lo w in g  to  
c la r i f y  som e o f  the  c o n fu s in g  p o in ts .

T h e  .s ta n d a rd s  s ta te  th a t  e a c h  o r g a n i 
z a t io n 's  f u n c t io n in g  in f e c t io u s  c o n t r o l  
c o m m it t e e  s h a ll  d e te r m in e  w h ic h  
w a s te s  w il l  b e  h a n d le d  a s  in f e c t io u s  
w a s te .  T o  s ta te  th is  m o r e  c le a r ly , e a c h  
f a c i l i ty  s h a ll  d e c id e  i f  s o m e o n e  w a s  to  
c o m e  in  c o n t a c t  w ith  t h e i r  m a te r ia l ,  

w o u ld  th a t p e r s o n  h a v e  a n y  r is k  o f  d e 
v e lo p in g  a d is e a s e .  I f  th e  an sw  e r  is v es , 
t h e n  t h e  m a te r ia l  n e e d s  to  b e  tr e a te d  
(a u to e la v e d . in c in e r a te d , c h e m ic a l ly  
t r e a te d )  in  s u c h  a w a y  a s  to  r e n d e r  it 
n o i l - in f e c t io u s .

A fe w  e x a m p le s  o f  in f e c t io u s  w a s te  
a r e  g iv e n  in  th e  r e g u la t io n , h o w e v e r , 
t h is  is n o t  a  c o m p le t e  l is t .  I f  a n v  o f  th e  
s ta te d  m a te r ia l  is  c o n ta m in a t e d  w i th  a 
s ig n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  p a th o g e n s , an d  
t h e r e  is  s o m e  c o n c e r n  th a t  th is  w a s te  
m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  c a u s e  a n  in f e c t io n  o r  d is 
e a s e ,  t h e n  it m u s t b e  t r e a te d  as s ta te d  
a b o v e .

T h e  o t h e r  c o m p o n e n t  o f  th is  p o l ic y  is 
s h a r p s .  T h e  n e e d le s  n e e d  t o  b e  r e n 
d e r e d  h a r m le s s  b e fo r e  d is p o s a l .  T h e  
.s u g g e s te d  m e t h o d  o f  d is p o s a l  is  th e  u se  
o f  a  h e a v y  p la s t ic  c o n t a in e r  w ith  a lid . 
T h e  in te g r it y  o f  th e  c o n ta in e r  i> im p o r 
ta n t .  T h e  n e e d le s  s h o u ld  n o t  p o k e  
th r o u g h ,  as  th e y  w o u ld  in  a c a r d b o a r d  
b o x .  O I X :  n o w  s u g g e s ts  d is p o s in g  o f  
th e  n e e d le  in  o n e  p i e c e  to  p r e v e n t  th e  
r e le a s e  o f  a e r o s o ls .  It is  a ls o  s u g g e s te d  
to  p u t  b le a c h  o r  c lo r o x  in  th e  b o t to m  o ! 
th e  c o n t a i n e r  to  r e n d e r  th e  b a c te r ia
n o n - in f e c t io u v

T h e s e  r e g u la t io n s  m a v  n o t  p e r ta in  m  
e v e n  d a y  w a s te .  H o w e v er , i f  v o u  ,u\- 
i r e a t in g  a p a t ie n t  w ith  a n  in f e c t io u s  d is 
e a s e .  r e m e m b e r  t h e  s ta n d a r d s  I a m  
m o r e  th a n  w i l l in g  to  a n s w e r  a m  a d d i

t io n a l  q u e s t io n s  y o u  m a y  h a v e , in c lu d 
in g  o f f e r in g  s o m e  a s s is ta n c e  in  lo c a t in g  
d is p o s a l  o p t io n s  P le a s e  fe e l f r e e  to  ca ll  
J o d v  S n y d e r  a t  ^ 9 1  - 6 5 ” 2 . ■
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Allergy Diagnostics: Are Contemporary In 
Vitro Methods Comparable to Skin Testing?
By Frank S. Virant, MD

Over the past several years, a number 
of invitro antigen specific tests have 
been developed as diagnostics aids in 
the evaluation of the allergic patient. 
These tests include RAST (radio-aj- 
lergosorbent test), FAST (fluorescent- 
allergosorbent test), MAST (multiple-al- 
lergosorbent test), and IP (immunope- 
roxidase test).

In general, these tests involve chcm i- 
cally linking a specific allergen to some 
sort of stable matrix. Subsequently, the 
allergens are incubated with serum and 
either radio-labeled or enzyme-linked, 
antigen specific IgE. Levels o f IgE in the 
patient are determined by measuring ra
dioactivity (RAST/MAST), fluorescence 
(FAST), or color change (IP).

Until recently, there have been few 
comparative studies which looked at 
the value of these tests in the clinical 
setting compared to the clinical stand
ard. In the evaluation of inhalant al
lergy, the only generally accepted clini
cal standard is a combination of positive 
history, elevated total serum IgE, and 
positive response to specific nasal or 
bronchial provocation (with objective 
symptoms or mediator release).

In order to be a useful laboratory test, 
any appropriate methodology must 
provide a good balance between high 
sensitivity and high specificity — that is 
to say a low rate of false negatives and 
false positives.

In clinical practice, a combination of 
prick/puncture and intradermal antigen 
specific skin testing correlates well 
with the clinical standard and achieves 
high sensitivity and specificity None o f 
the in vitro tests is able to provide this 
balance.

RAST an MAST testing, for example, 
provides excellent specificity ap
proaching 8% but the sensitivity of 
such testing often averages 7 0 %  to 
o% . FAST and IP tests on the other 
and are quite sensitive but often suffer 

significant problems with specificities 
in the 60% to 70%  range. These limita
tions to in vitro testing are less impor-

lergylf ° nE ‘S teStitlg °nly f0r pollen a1'

In summary, appropriate allergen 
specific skin testing remains the most 
useful in the evaluation o f inhalant al
lergy, providing a balanced high sensi
tivity and specificity, in good correla
tion w ith the clinical standard.

In patients with suspected pollen al
lergies, only RAST and FAST testing are 
reasonable alternatives to skin testing. 
In non-pollen, inhalant allergy, all in vi
tro tests have significant rates o f “false 
responses" often approaching 30 %  to 
4 0 % . Hopefully, in the near future, the 
clinical usefulness of these tests w ill be 
improved with the development of 
more highly purified allergenic sub
strates and more specific monoclonal- 
labeled or enzym e-linked IgE.

R e f e r e n c e s :
1 . C a p r io  R E , F u r t h  K , R o s n e r  I ,  a n d  R a p - 
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d e rm a l te st in g  o n  a n  a to p ic  p o p u la t io n  
Im m u n o l  A lle r g y  P r a c t i c e  S :  1 3 . 1 9 8 3  
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So, You Wont to Sign a Contract
By Susan Hogeland, Assistant Executive Director, 
San Francisco Medical Society

The fiMowing article provides an  in- 
depth look  a t  the issues a  physician  should  
be looking f o r  when considering signing a  
contract. The article was run in the D e
cem ber 1984 B u l l e t i n .  It was reprinted  
with perm ission  fro m  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  
M e d ic in e ,  August, 1983.

During a  sem in ar f o r  San Francisco 
Medical/Society leaders an d  staff. Richard  
Robinson. M anager o f  the D epartm ent o f  
Contract Evaluations an d  Negotiations 
services, o ffered  a  num ber o f  guidelines 
f o r  physicians in dealing with contract 
analysis.

—  The Editor
Look before you leap was the advice 

Richard Robinson gave phy sicians at
tending his seminar. Robinson told phy
sicians they should read contracts be
fore signing them. However, he 
explained that many of the seventy dif
ferent contracts he had received for 
evaluation from physicians around the 
state (California) had already been 
signed when he got them. Notes were 
attached asking him to "take a look at 
this contract 1 have signed."

Amazing? Appalling? Unbelievable? 
Oh. yes. All the more frightening in 
light o f the "w orst case” analysis of the 
following fifteen clauses. Horrifying 
w hen it is known that over one hundred 
phvsician.s in San Francisco signed and 
returned the now infamous first Blue 
( t o s s  Prudent Buyer Plan contract 
without being asked.

Guidelines Recommended by- 
Robinson

1. S can  the co n trac t  on ce  in its 
en tirety : What does ii cover? Are the 
referenced materials attached? Often 
they are not, but when you sign, y o u  

agree to them anyway.
2. P er fo rm  a  d e ta iled , w ord-by- 

w o rd  an a ly s is :  Develop a list of the 
obligations you'll incur — do it on a 
word-by-word, paragraph-by-para
graph. or clause-bv-clause basis.

Now determine what obligations the 
contracting entity has toward you, the 
phvsidan.

Be sure to distinguish betw een m an
datory (shall) and discretionary (may) 
terms, and pay special attention to  the 
list o f definitions in the contract. W ho 
will be deciding what circum stances 
exist to meet those definitions?

v  P ay  c lo s e  a tten t io n  to  th e u til i- 
z a t io n , p e e r  a n d  q u a lity  rev iew  
term s  o f  the co n trac t:  Thus far in Mr. 
Robinson's experience, it is rare that 
UR. peer and quality review require
ments are spelled out or their terms de
fined. Often the contract adds insult to 
injury by n o t  providing the terms and 
then noting the terms “may change 
from time to time.”

He recom m ends referring all UR, 
peer and quality review clauses to your 
professional liability insurance com
pany. The hold-harmless clause is a 
good exam ple o f  the physician being 
asked to  take on a responsibility which 
no insurer will cover.

-t. D eterm in e  th e econom ics of 
th e  c o n tra c t :  W hat is the financial 
track record o f the entity w a n tin g jw  
signature on its contract. Can it provide 
a financial statement? I f  a company 
ca n ’t provide a certified financial state
m ent — an ordinary procedure in busi
ness —  your guard should be up.

continued on next page.
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5. //you sign, you agree only to 
what’s in writing, not what the sales
person said.

Most contracts have a clause stating 
that only what is in writing counts. Fur
ther, oral representations that may be 
made bv the entity’s salespeople to 
make signing more attractive are not 
binding in court.

6. Send any new contract to your so
ciety and ask questions before  you con
sider signing.

Sample Language F ro m  A c tu a l  
Physician C ontracts

1. (Business entity) shall use its best 
efforts to encourage Members to use 
the services o f PHYSICIAN.

“Best efforts” is an undefined term. 
What is the company’s financial record 
—does it have resources to promote the 
plan itself, does it intend to use a PR 
firm o have an advertising campaign?

Are there members to encourage? 
How will physicians be listed? Will phy
sicians be required to pay a fee to join 
the program? Will these fees be used to 
market the plan or finance the lifestyle 
of the top program executives?

How will physicians know i f  the plan 
is using its best efforts? Is there any 
means to enforce such behavior? How 
would physicians prove the plan didn 't 
use its best efforts?

This clause is vague, ambiguous and 
meaningless. Initially, however, it could 
be attractive to physicians.

2. (Business entity) and PHYSICIAN 
agree to meet and confer in g ood  fa ith  
to resolve any problems o r  disputes 
that may arise under this Agreement.

This is a nice, gentlepersonly, honor
able clause. Very attractive.

However, the terms meet and confer 
mean nothing. The clause does not say 
negotiate. There is no mutual obliga
tion to resolve differences. In fact, the 
use of the telephone could be sufficient 
to meet the requirements of this clause.

■ - -  X
The language implies there is a proc

ess by w'hich disputes will be resolved 
—  but no such process is spelled out.

3. PROVIDER agrees: (I)  to p artic i
p a te  in the p eer  an d  utilization review  
program s (includingprior au thoriza
tion o f  hospitalization  an d  elective 
surgery, concurrent an d  retrospective 
review) developed fro m  time to time by 
(business entity). . .

This language is quite typical — noth
ing is spelled out in detail. What does 
“participate" mean? D o you do it your
self? Develop it? Are you bound by it? 
Peer review and utilization review are 
undefined. How com plex will prior au
thorization be?

The clause is broad, vague, ambigu
ous and potentially frightening from a 
professional liability viewpoint.

Finally if the physician participates in 
the entity's utilization review, and a par
ticular service is denied to a patient, 
that patient may sue the provider as 
well as the reviewer.

4 . PROVIDER agrees that should it 
enter into a  contract ivitb another  
PPO o r  sim ilar entity during the terms 
o f  this AGREEMENT, then PROVIDER 
will (1) notify (Imsiness entity) o f  such 
partic ipation  an d  (2) should paym ent  
(fees) fo r  PROVIDER under such con
tract b e lower than those identified in 
Schedule A attached  hereto, then such 
lower paym en t (fees) shall a lso  apply  
f o r  the duration o f  the AGREEMENT.

This clause may be anticompetitive. 
What is a “PPO?" W hat’s a “sim ilar en
tity?" W hat is participation?

This clause points out the impact that 
signing one contract could have on sign
ing others.

5. PROVIDER agrees to cooperate 
ivith the p eer  revieiv process o f  (busi
ness entity) a s  conducted by its Clini
ca l Services M anagement Committee 
(CSMC), an d  to ab id e  by the rules an d  
recom m endations o f  that Committee.

This clause moves you from “partici

pate" (see 3) to “cooperate" and 
'abide.” What is the makeup o f the clin

ical services management com m ittee — 
what is the membership; what are the 
rules; what are the procedures?

6 . PROVIDER agrees to ab id e by 
such rules an d  regulations pertaining  
to this contract a s  m ay be adopted  
fro m  tim e to time by the B oard  o f  Di
rectors o f  (business entity).

This is a typical, open-ended clause 
that means a physician who signs such 
a contract would agree blindly  to 
whatever the business entity chooses 
to do in the future. There is no specifici
ty regarding what the rules might per
tain to.

The clause opens the door to blatant 
contract modification by the entity on a 
de facto basis. For example: “medical 
necessity’’ could be defined after  you 
sign. Advertising and marketing pro
grams could market you in any way 
they chose under this provision.

7. PROVIDER agrees to comply with 
an d  be bound by the bylaws, rules, 
regulations an d  policies o f  (business 
entity) as they now exist an d  ivhich 
m ay hereafter be adopted  o r  am ended  
fro m  time to time by the Board o f  Di
rectors o r  by the Members.

This language is similar to that in 6 . 
You are being asked to sign before  you 
know the rules o f the game. Demand to 
see the bylaws, policies, etc.

8 PROVIDER shall recom m end to 
patients in order to prom ote cost con
trol that they use other participating  
PROVIDERS in the service area  in 
which the patient resides an d  agrees 
not to refer patients to non-participat- 
ing PROVIDERS without p r io r  au tho
rization  o f  PPO.

This is a mandatory clause — “shall 
recom m end" How many times must 
the physician recommend? How firm 
must he or she be? What if the services 
o f a non-participating MD are required?

c o n t in u e d  o n  p a g e  1-i.
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How long will the authorization p roc
ess take? How will the patient respond 
to delay?

How is the phvsician to know w ho all 
the "participating providers" are ' V hat 
if a phvsician is placed on the List by 
mistake and is actually not a signatory? 
W hat is the 'service area?" What are 
the penalties for not recommending a 
participating provider?

9- (Business entity)  will m ake p ay 
ment o f  all approved claim s . . .

W ho will approve the claims? This 
clause does not add "consistent with 
the attached fee or procedure sched
ule." The entity does the approving 
w hich opens the way for arbitrary and 
capricious action. Is there an appeals 
process or a time frame for approval?

10. PROVIDER agrees that the p r o 
visions o f  this agreem ent are subject to 
am endm ent by (business entity) from  
time to time upon thirty fjf)) days' 
written notice to PROVIDER and that 
PROVIDER shall thereafter be hound  
by the provisions as so am ended p r o 
vided, however, that i f  PROVIDER de
livers to (business entity) at any time 
during such thirty (30) day period  
written notice o f  PROVIDER’s election 
to terminate this Agreement, this 
Agreement shall im m ediately so ter
minate.

This is the “take it or leave it” clause. 
Either a provider agrees to an open- 
ended amendment procedure or he or 
she hails out. The thirty day time frame 
could have potential professional liabil
ity implications. What does the physi
cian have to do to notify his or her pa
tients that they can no longer be 
treated? Will the physician have to in
form patients that if the}' continue with 
the office they might be asked to pay 
part of the fee? Is there an obligation for 
the physician to continue to treat pa
tients when the physician is no longer 
with the plan? The obligation to the pa
tient transcends the contract in every 
case.

This clause permits the entity to ma
terially alter the original agreement — 
including the fee schedule.

11. PROVIDER shall have the right 
to ap p ea l any determ ination by PPO 
relating to matters governed by this 
Agreement. PROVIDER'S right to a p 
p ea l shall be pursuant to appeals p r o 
cedures established by PPO.

This clause gives physicians the right 
to appeal, but the PPO has the responsi
bility for developing and implementing 
the appeal procedures. The physician is

not told what administrative p ro ce 
dures must be exhausted before the ap
peal process can be utilized. T he p ro ce
dure could be lengthy and costly. In 
some contracts, if the physician loses 
the appeal, he or she must pay the legal 
lees for the PPO.

12. (Business entity's) relationship  
with the PROVIDER is b ased  on trust. 
The only way (business entity) can  
m onitor a  PROVIDER is through p a 
tient complaints- Serious o r  num erous 
complaints, a fter  being revieived with 
PROVIDER, will b e cause f o r  rem oval 
fro m  the (business entity) prov ider  d i
rectory.

This clause presumes the physician’s 
guilt — it states that com plaints "w ill be 
cause" for review/removal. It does not 
delineate any review process.

T he clause has emotional appeal but 
it is meaningless. What is ‘‘serious?" 
What is "num erous?”

The clause opens the door for abuse 
b\ the entity — complaints could actu
ally be encouraged, no matter how friv
olous. No due process is provided.

13 PROVIDER agrees to bide by 
such add ition al review program s an d  
procedures a s  may be developed from  
time to time by (business entity).

This is another open-ended clause 
which permits the entity to make 
any changes it wishes in the original 
contract.

U . The physician hereby covenants 
an d  agrees as follows.- . . . (b) to p r o 
vide fo r  the availability o f  m edical 
services a t such times an d  in such lo 
cations within the Service Area as  
shad be necessary an d  p ractica l for 
the prom pt an d  p roper rendition  
th ereo f. .

fb) — Can the entity establish your 
hours' your location? What are "m ed i
cal services.'1 Are they in your office, in 
the emergency room , do they include 
house calls-1 Must you provide services 
365 days per year, hours per day? 
What is the service area? What do you 
have to cover geographically?

This clause is vague and open-ended. 
It is designed to shift liability to the pro
vider. if it takes the entity six months to 
develop a direciorv. how do you know 
to whom to refer? What if vou and six 
other physicians are the only ones who 
sign up ' How do you meet your respon
sibilities under this clause?

1 ■>. I icill refer to panel providers for  
services. If no contracted provide,- is 
availab le I irill notify patien t that he

T h e PPO  is letting the physician be 
the bearer o f  bad news — the MD gets 
to tell the patient there is no panel pro
vider to w hom  to refer the patient. 
T h erefo re , the patient has to pay out-of- 
p o cket for services if  he or she wants 
them .

If  the directory of panel providers is 
at all outdated, there is the possibility 
the physician could refer the patient to a 
doctor w ho is no longer signed up. 
W hat is the physician’s liability then?

How will the patient be notified that 
he or she w ill be responsible for the 
standard policy copayments? How far 
must the physician go? ■
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State-of The-Art Imaging:
Magnetic Resonance Imaging Scanner 
now operating in Pierce County
B y  Todd Nelson, MD

State-of-The-Art Imaging in the form 
of a Mobile MRI (Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging) Scanner is now operating in 
Pierce County. This is a 0.6 Tesla Techni
ca l Whole Body Mobile Scanner which 
will operate in P u yallu p  ev ery  
Wednesday, and adjacent to Allenmore 
Medical Center every Saturday. The unit 
is being offered by Shared Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging Services o f Puget 
Sound through a lease with Technicare. 
Patients may be scheduled for exam i
nations and information may be ob
tained regarding paying agency require
ments for prior authorization by calling 
the Bridgeport office (5 8 1 -4 3 3 3 ) or the 
Puyallup office (841-4353).

MRI Scanning previously has only 
been regionally available in Seattle. 
Spokane or Portland. The presence o f 
this unit allows Pierce County patients 
to be conveniently studied in their own 
community.

The unit will operate from 8 :0 0  AM 
to 8:00 PM at each site. Individual cases 
usually take one hour, however, some 
complicated studies may require addi
tional time. The unit is operated by two 
trained technologists. All studies will 
be staffed and interpreted by Radiolo
gists with training in MRI procedures.

MRI, previously known as NMR (Nu
clear Magnetic Resonance) has been uti
lized for many years for special analysis 
in organic chemistry. Whole Body 
Imaging has become available w ith the 
advent of advanced computers and reli
able magnets.

When a study is performed, the pa
tient is placed in a magnetic field thou
sands of times more powerful than the 
Earth’s. This aligns the hydrogen atoms 
(a natural positive-negative dipole) 
a ong a magnetic axis. Low power radio 
waves are then pulsed through the pa
tient. Different nuclei resonate at differ
ent radio frequencies. The factors varv- 
lng the intensities of the MR signals 
include water content, viscosity and 
differences between normal versus ab

normal tissues. Using the variances in 
the return “ech o" o f the radio fre
quency signal intensity, a digital image 
is obtained on a video screen. This is 
then photographed and taped.

The advantages o f MRI are many. The 
radio frequency field has very low en
ergy and no ionizing radiation (no X- 
rays or gamma rays, etc.). MRI has supe
rior soft tissue contrast and no bone 
artifacts when com pared to CT scan
ning. This makes it very useful for imag
ing the central nervous system. MRI 
scanning can be acquired in orthog
onal planes (i.e. sagittal, coronal and 
transaxial) directly w ithout awkward 
patient positioning. W hen the scanning 
data is obtained it can be manipulated 
in an unlimited number o f ways The 
procedure is non-invasive and does 
not require intravenous contrast 
agents Studies are performed on an 
outpatient basis w ithout hospitaliza
tion. No deleterious biological effects 
have been dem onstrated with MRI 
Scanning o f humans or animals.

Like any technology there are some 
disadvantages. Patients must remain ab
solutely still during the entire scan. 
This varies from approximately 20 to 
4 0  plus minutes. Claustrophobic pa
tients may not be able to remain still for 
the exam . Acutely ill patients or individ
uals on respirators, currently are not 
candidates for MRI. Anyone w ith intra
cranial surgical clips should not be stud
ied. Interestingly, abdominal surgical 
clips do not seem  to be a problem. MRI 
is contraindicated in patients with 
pacemakers. Shrapnel and orthopedic 
appliances usually are not a problem .

Current recom m endations indicate 
that children and pregnant women 
should not be studied w ith MRI al
though, again, no adverse biological 
effects have been noted. Obviously, 
personal com m unication w ith the re
questing physician is necessary to in
sure that the appropriate exam  is per
formed and that the patient is not

at risk.
MRI offers unique opportunities in 

the evaluation o f the central nervous 
system in non-emergent cases. It is su
perior to CT Scanning for the diagnosis 
o f white matter disease (e.g. multiple 
sclerosis and others). Pituitary adeno
mas can be easily studied without arti
facts associated w ith dental fillings or 
uncomfortable patient positioning. 
Imaging o f the posterior fossa, internal 
auditory canals and brain stem with 
MRI is superior to CT.

MRI can scan in any plane, producing 
exquisite images showing anatomic re
lationships in the posterior fossa. The 
spine is well visualized w ith MRI. Eval
uations for cord atrophy, metastasis, 
nerve root encroachm ent, disc hernia
tion and degenerative disc disease can 
be performed. In fact, some authors 
suggest that MRI may replace myelo
graphy and com plement CT Scanning 
in the lumbar spine workups.

Perhaps one o f the most exciting 
prospects for MRI use is in non-invasive 
cardiac evaluations w ith the potential 
for predicting areas o f myocardium un
der ischem ic risk for infarction. Again, 
the heart can be scanned in its anatomic- 
axial planes with gating o f  the MRI unit 
to the cardiac cycle for end-systolic and 
end-diastolic images. Work is advanc
ing in this area and com puter programs 
should be available in the near future.

Another region currently being 
studied is scanning o f the pelvis, espe
cially with the regard to female neo
plasms. Abdominal scanning is more 
difficult because of bow el motility 
and CT is still the more effective p roce
dure. Ultimately, MRI may provide 
spectral analysis of in vivo body tissues 
with the potential for very early diagno
sis. The capability o f spectra analysis is 
not currently available and remains in 
the future. ■
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The Enigmatic Case
By Mavis Kallsen

The history o f medicine in Pierce 
County as documented in our archives 
runs a close parallel to the old frontier 
type melodrama. It has its romance, its 
pathos, its heroes and villains. But in 
the instance o f D octor C. E. Case there
i.s no clear definition of hi.s role. He al
ways wore a black hat . . though, in at 
least one scene be emerged as the hero. 
At the time o f the Great Streetcar Disas
ter, the fourth o f July, 1900. it was C. E. 
Case who labored in surgerv for a he
roic twenty-four hours attending the in
jured at Saint Joseph's Hospital. Five 
years later it was C. E Case w ho fired 
the first volley in the great battle o f Con
tract Practice in the MSPC . . . but para
doxically, he came out blazing both bar
rels at the ‘good guys.'

Charles Elijah Case was born in Cali
fornia the year of the gold discovers In 
his lengthy statement o f qualifications 
for the Pierce Count}' Medical Register 
in 1HH -1 he described elaborateK his 
pursual of the study of medicine. He at
tended various medical colleges across 
the country for a period of about eight 
years, attaining a degree of Doctor of 
Medicine and Master o f Surgery after a 
fivc-momh's course of stud} at the Cali
fornia Eclectic Medical College. He was 
elected lo  the faculty there immediately 
upon graduation, and for two years 
served as professor of Anatomv and Sur
gery at the College.

W hen he arrived in Tacoma earlv in 
1885. Case established him self on a 
prime piece o f real estate at the corner 
of Eleventh and Pacific, sent out hand
bills advertising his proficiency at sur
gery and the diseases of women and 
soon had a very busy practice. We can 
assume that Doctor Wintermuie and 
others took a jaundiced view o f this suc
cessful sectarian

D octor Case was a tall man, Lincoln- 
csque in appearance, affecting a long 
black beard w hich he tucked into his 
vest while at the operating table. He al- 
wa\ s wore a Prince Albert coat. As D o c

tor William M cCreery later recounted 
. . . Case had a violent tem per and wa.s 
an atheist. He sometimes operated for 
Dr, Ball, w ho was intensely religious. 
Many a bitter religious war was waged 
over the open abdomen , . .’

After the death o f D octor Winter- 
mute in 1896. there followed a period 
of more relaxed attitudes within the 
MSPC. and in April o f 1898 the Board of 
Censors reported favorably on a group 
o f applicants for membership w hich in
cluded D octor C. E. Case. The seven ap
plications were taken up separately to 
he voted upon by the membership, thir
teen members in attendance. The appli
cation of Doctor Case on ballot was re
jected, receiving five black balls. This 
was the only occasion in our earlv ledg
ers o f the MSPC on w hich an applicant 
receiving a favorable report by the 
Board o f Censors was refused by the 
membership. By this time the Califor
nia Medical College had been converted 
to a regular’ School of ,'iedicine and 
the question of Doctor Case's sectarian
ism was moot. He was simplv not loved 
by his colleagues.

In February, 1903, the MSPC again 
received an application for membership 
by Dr. Case and it was referred to the 
Board o f Censors. At the meeting of 
March 17th that year. Dr. Case's applica
tion. w hich was to have been balloted 
on, was laid over as the Board o f C en
sors had not reported upon it At the 
meeting of March 31st, in an unusual 
action, a motion was made and carried 
to suspend the articles of tlx- constitu
tion and by-laws for the purpose o f bal
loting upon the several applications for 
membership which had been laid over 
some weeks The Sc-vretary was in
structed to cast the deciding ballot on 
each application and he cast a favorable 
'o te  to each. In this wav. Doctor C E
m sp ;v;ls|d 'rUtc' ^  membcrsh.p in thc 
MSPC at last1

Haying gained membership in the 
MSPC, Case then became very useful

in the organization . . . presenting ex
hibits for discussion at the meetings and 
serving on several committees. As one 
w ho had utilized a massive amount of 
public advertising in his own practice, 
he now  to o k  the opposite view, and ob
jected  to  the conservative ‘professional 
cards' many o f  the doctors ran in the 
new spaper as being unethical.

At the MSPC meeting of January 
17th, 1905, a com pletely new topic for 
d iscussion appeared. Grant Hicks had 
just been installed as President and 
made a little speech. In the next entry 
the old ledger reads simply . . . ‘Doctor 
Case m ade a few remarks on Contract 
Practice’ . . . and then, ‘Doctor Quevli 
made a short address as retiring Presi
dent, calling upon the members to as
sist the new President in advancing the 
interests o f the Society.’

The subject o f Contract Practice had 
been introduced, and would now be the 
topic o f  controversy in the MSPC for 
more than three decades to follow. 

W hat C. E. Case referred to as ‘Con
tract Practice’ was a system which had 
originated in the community years ear
lier as the first working arrangement for 
pre-paid m cdical care in the nation. It 
began as a contract betw een the Saint 
Paul and Tacoma m ill and the hospitals, 
for full m edical care for their employ
ees. paid for in advance. From this be
ginning, the contract concept 
mushroom ed, so that by 1905 almost a 
third o f the population in Pierce County 
was covered by som e kind o f pre-paid 
mcdical arrangem ent, often contracted 
by their social groups, or ‘lodges.’ Doc
tor Curran described Contract Practice 
then as an 'intricate proposition.’ The 
contracts were outside the existing laws 
and took as many forms as there were 
doctors w ho practiced contract medi
cine . . . some bordering on flagrant 
quackery.

continued on page 19-
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Reflections
It is difficult to  re a liz e  a s  th is  is  b e in g  

written in m id-A pril, th a t  y o u  w i l l  b e  
reading it in early  Ju n e . It is  n o t  d i f f i 
cult. however, to  re a liz e  th a t  as  o f  m id 

night, May 31 st, th e r e  w i l l  b e  a  n e w  
President o f  A u xiliary  a n d  a n e w  B o a r d . 
There have b e en  v ast c h a n g e s  t h e s e  p a s t  
years in M edicine —  not  o n ly  w i th  th e  
advancement in  su rg e ry  b u t  a l s o  in  
equipment, drugs —  to  n a m e  b u t  a  fe w  

of the changes, an d  th e r e  is  a  g r e a t  
change in the g en era l p h ilo s o p h y  w h ic h  
has to do, in p art, to  th e  m a z e  o f  le g a l 
and legislative issu es . In  c o m p a r is o n ,  
the changes in A u xiliary ' a re  m in u t e .  It 
is hoped that m o st o f  th e  c h a n g e s  h a v e  
been for the g oo d  an d  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  
the organization.

The majority o f  m e d ic a l s p o u s e s  h a v e  
chosen not to  jo in  A u x ilia ry . W e  b o t h  
have missed— s o m e th in g  —  b e c a u s e  o f  
that. This year o n e  o f  m y  p e r s o n a l  g o a ls  
was a more frequen t n e w s le t te r  a n d  th is  
has been accom p lish ed  —  w ith  p e r h a p s  
too many words —  b u t a t le a s t  t h e r e  is  a  
greater awareness o f  w h a t is  g o in g  o n  in  
Auxiliary. We are p ro u d  o f  th e  a c h ie v e 
ments and ch ag rin ed  th a t  th e  g e n e r a l  
membership has d r o p p e d  fr o m  th a t  o f  
last year. As stated b e fo r e , t h e r e  h a v e  
been 19 new m em b ers a n d  9  r e n e w a ls  
— total m em bersh ip  is 2 1 0 . T h a t 's  t h e  
bad news. The g o o d  n e w s  —

1) T h eN ew sletterw asm ailed to a ll 
spouses (om itted o n e issu e o n ly ) 
and this certainly in clu d es th e 
retired and w idow ed g ro u p .

2) Spouses o f residents w ere s p o n 
sored by individual m em b ers to 
be members o f A u xiliary  at th e  
county, state and nation al level.

3) Newcomers w ho actended th e ir  
first meeting, w ere p resen te d  
with the newly crea ted  and  d e 
signed (with Logo o f  H elp in g  
Hands) Tote-bags w ith  th e  A u x
iliary C ookbook and lo c a l in fo r 
mation pamphlets p ack ed  in 
side.

4) Designed new statio nery  for 
Auxiliary, using Logo.

5) 17 Madigan O fficers W ives a c 
cepted our invitation to  be 
guests at our O cto b er m eetin g .

0 )  All g ra d u a tin g  h ig h  s c h o o l  s e n 
iors in  th e  m ed ica l co m m u n ity  
w e re  re c o g n iz e d  in tw o  p u b lic a 
tio n s  an ti at th e  J o in t  M arch  
m e e tin g . All w e re  g iv en  ( t o s s  

p e n s  e n g ra v e d  w ith  ih e ir  
n a m es .

"’ I P re s e n ta tio n  m ad e to  th e  tw o  
p ast PO M S P re s id e n ts  at D e c . 
J o in t  M eetin g .

8 ) E s ta b lish e d  n ew  ru les  an d  p r o 
c e d u r e  fo r  P h ila n th ro p ic  o u t
r e a c h .

V) B e c a m e  m o re  a c tiv e  an d  k n o w l
e d g e a b le  o n  L e g is la tiv e  issu es .

10) B e c a m e  m o r e  k n o w le d g e a b le  
o n  b o th  sid es o f  th e  issu e  o f  P h y 
s ic ia n  U n io n s  b e c a u s e  D rs 
B o d ily  an d  Iv e rs o n  to o k  th e  
tim e  to  d is c u s s  th is  w ith  A u x il
ia ry  m e m b e rs .

B o a rd  b e c a m e  m o re  aw are  o f  
Y W C S  S u p p o r t  S h e lte r  and  
N e ig h b o rh o o d  C lin ic  fu n c t io n s  
as s p e a k e rs  a d d re s s e d  th e ir  
g o als .

11) L a b o rio u s !) ' e s ta b lis h e d  S ta n d 
in g  R u le s  an d  P r o c e d u re s . A lso 
re d e fin e d  o ld  jo b  d e s c r ip tio n s  
an d  w r o te  n e w  o n e s , e s ta b 
lis h e d  a new: G u id e lin e  B o o k  for 
P re s id e n t an d  P r e s id c m -E le c t .

12) A rt c o n te s t  fo r  y o u n g  ch ild ren /  
g ra n d c h ild re n  in  m e d ica l c o m 
m u n ity  an d  th e  w in n in g  d e s ig n  
g ra c e d  th e  H oliday  S h a rin g  
C a rd .

13) B e c a m e  m o re  in fo rm e d  a b o u t 
p e rs o n a l an d  co m m u n ity  
h e a lth :

a. Jan u ary :
J e f f  S m ith , th e  F ru g al G o u rm e t, 
s p o k e  o n  H e a lth  a n d  H o sp ita lity  
a t  th e  T ab le.

b. February:
D r. an d  M rs. V im o n c s p o k e  o f  p r e p a r 
in g  fo r  a n d  e n jo y in g  re t ire m e n t : 
E m m a  H a g e rm a n  E d ito r  o f  S e n io r  
S ce n e  an d  a B o a r d  m e m b e r  o f  C o u n 
c il o n  A g in g  s p o k e  o f  h e r  e x p e r i 
e n c e s . T h e  t i t le  o f  th a t p r o g ra m : Old  
Is  W h a t Y o u  G e t

c. M a rc h .
Jo in t  m e e tin g  R ick  Kay fro m  K f'i 
s p o k e  o n  L e t ’s G e t Aw ay F r o m  It 
All

(I. A p r i l :
B e tty  l:e lk e r  and  J i l l  T u llis  to ld  us 
h o w  th e )  w ere T e a ch in g  C h ild re n  
R efu sal Sk ills

All of this was due to the concen
trated effort of a willing Auxiliary 
Board. They spent many hours working 
together and Marie Griffith First Vice- 
President (Program) deserves special 
mention. There were other Auxiliary 
com m ittee members w ho also willingly 
worked towards achieving our goals:

1. To ass is t in th o s e  p ro g ra m s  o f  
th e  M ed ica l S o c ie ty  o f  P ie rc e  
C o u n ty  th a t im p ro v e  th e  h e a lth  
an d  q u a lity  o f  life  to r  a ll p e o p le .

2. To p r o m o te  h e a lth  e d u ca tio n .

3 . To e n c o u ra g e  p a r tic ip a tio n  o f  
v o lu n tee rs  in  a c tiv itie s  th a t m e e t 
h e a lth  n e e d s ; an d  to  su p p o rt 
h e a lth  re la ted  c h a r ita b le  e n 
d eav o rs.

Fundraisers are an important part for 
# 3  a n d  D e b b y  McAlexander and Joan 
Sullivan and their com m ittee worked 
for the Art Auction; Kris W hite and 
Dianna Ames worked for the Doll 
House Project and a special thanks to 
Dr. Martin Schaferele for his 120-plus 
hours o f work in  putting that doll house 
together.

The Board of Trustees of the Medical 
Society have been most supportive of 
Auxiliary and have contributed ideas 
and suggestions towards making future 
efforts even more successful.

Though the hour of midnight, May 
3 1st is past as you are reading this and 
Susie Duffy and her Board have em 
barked on their year —  I’m writing this 
on my time — rem em ber —  it’s still 
mid-April. For some personal family 
health reasons, the beginning Auxiliary 
year was most traumatic for me. W ith
out the support o f MSPC and specifi
cally Doug Jackm an the Executive Di
rector — I would not be w riting this.

c io i l in u e t l  o n  n e x t
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This holds true for the entire Auxiliary 
Board, all o f whom I now claim as per
sonal friends and to extend this even 
further, there were people 1 scarcely 
knew or didn't know ai all, w ho pul 
this. family in their thoughts and prayers 
during those first few months. This has 
been a happy and joyous time or me. 
Though it is not enough, a simplc- 
“thank you" encompasses a world of 
meaning. Thank You.

Ginnie Miller. President.
PCMSA 1985-86

How Does The 
Medical Family

The purposes of the Pierce Count) 
Medical Society Auxiliary are exclu
sively educational and charitable. They 
are:

1. To assist in those programs of 
the Medical Society of Pierce 
County that improve the health 
and quality of lift for all people.

2. To promote health education.
?>. To e n c o u r a g e  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f  

v o lu n te e r s  in  -A ctiv ities that meet 
h e a lt h  needs; and to support 
health re la te d  c h a r i t a b le  e n 
d e a v o rs .

This statement is printed on page 2 of 
the 1 9 8 5 -8 6  Pierce County Medical So
ciety Auxiliary yearbook. If these 
words are foreign to you, it's becausc 
you didn't pay your dues last year, and 
therefore did not receive your auxiliary 
yearbook. You have the opportunit\ to 
correct that oversight now THE AUXll.- 
LARY FISCAL YF.AR IS FROM JUNT 1 
TO MAY 3 1. Your continuing support is 
vital to the success of this organization; 
a viable and most appreciated extension 
of the Medical Socien of Pierce Count-.

Information fo rth e l986-tf~  P(..MsA 
yearbook is being compiled now and 
will be ready for distribution in x-p tm v 
bcr. If you have mi >vcd or have a new ad
dress or phone number please contact 
Alice Wilhyde. 1 9 8 6 - 8 "  M e m b e r s h i p  

Chairman, at 5 - 2 -6 9 2 i) .

D
( ' m u  p r r h ' - u s i  r ,  T l  ' f i t  h i /(-H / 

/ n r  A ! f u l l ' l l  a m !  S u h s l n  u r .  • A h i i >  

i n  P i t - r r r  I ' a n n l i i

University Place  
7014  27th St. W est 
Tacom a, W A  98466  
(206) 564-2526

T he Professional Relations C om m it
tee o f Pierce County has expanded its 
mem bership to include Marie G riffith. 
This com m ittee was established three 
vears ago ar the county level w ith Dr. 
William M cPhee as Chairm an. Several 
months ago Dr. Patrick D onley assumed 
Chairmanship. At the state level this 
group is known as the Im paired Physi
cians Com m ittee. Neither o f these orga
nizations are connected  in any way 
with the Slate Medical D isciplinary 
Board. The physician, his family or a 
colleague can either call the MSPC 
(5 7 2 -2 4 7 0 ) or the WSMA H otline num 
ber for the Impaired physician (1 -8 0 0 - 
5 5 2 -7 2 3 6 ) as sources for help.

According to  Dr. Donley, the sole 
function o f this com m ittee is to  help the 
physician and the family. Experience in 
other such groups throughout the 
country has indicated that early inter
vention is the key to develop a healthier 
and happier inter-family relationship. 
This, in turn, immediately assists the 
physician to once again to  be in control 
o f  his professional life.

!> r D o n le y  s t r e s s e d  th a t  t h is  is  a  h e lp -  
jn g  o r g a n iz a t io n  a n d  n o t a n  a d m i n i s t r a 
tiv e  o n e .  I h e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  M a r ie  to  
t h is  g r o u p  v\ i l l  g iv e  d ie  a d d it io n a l  o p 
tio n  i.n a m e d ic a l  - ,p o u s c  :o  ta lk  to a n 
o th e r  m e d ic a l  s p o u s e .  M a r ie  l ia s  i m 
p r e s s iv e  c r e d e n t ia ls .  S h e  r e c e iv e d  h e r  
BA in  E n g lis h  a n d  E d u c a t io n  f r o m  

h itw o r th  C o l le g e  -n  S p o k a n e  a n d  
ta u g h t fo r  5 \ ea rs  in S e a t t le  P u b l ic  
> c i io o ls .  s h e  w a s  a c o u n s e lo r  in th e

* VXVA S* W ,n sh d t<-r "■ Hawaii dur- 
in« her husband s ,\s-nv> tour of duiv 
there, m 1982 Marie received )K r MA in 

•ninseling and Guidance at PH ' Her 
d'nrd child. aboy, , ,a s h orn t« o d a v s  
4   ̂Critliths have rwo odier chil-

hm iKS; r ^ e a i l a n d I 2  G r i f f i t h  
m  M .e l o n g s  to  T h e  i .m le  C h u r c h  1>n

- e  I la m e  a n d  a re  in te r e s te d  a n d  a c t iv c  

Thjs™ n> cornrnimi<v o r g a n iz a t io n s  
f  1 M arie  H-as F lu t  V | « .

. „ K , n,o t  Auxiliary a n U t h l r o  
i t a  .she scheduled and p resen tecf"  

° UM‘mdm8 •**»■ Tom Griffith ,s a
member of M S P C  and is a 
geon. Plastic Sur-

Uy Miller

Thank You!
O u r thanks  to  you fo r supporting our 

p h ila n th ro p ic  pro jects. Without your 
tim e , ta len ts  and money our Auxiliary ’s 
h e lp in g  hands w o u ld  be tied. Funds 
ra ised  th ro u g h  the  Jeff Smith luncheon, 

th e  D o ll House ra ffle  and the Art Auc
t io n  have been disbursed as follows:

Diabetes Asso. $650. — 5 Ames Glu- 
cometer R Blood testing ma
chines.

CHORE (Elderly Respite Program) 
*250 . — quarterly newsletter 

LTFELINE (GSH) S475. -  1 elec
tronic unit for the homebound 

Children’s Home Society of Wash
ington §300. — printed materials 
for adoption program 

WWEE (Washington Women’s Edu
cation and Employment) S825, — 
for one woman to go through pro
gram

Rural Family Support Program 
(GSH) S250 — printed materials 

Birth to Three (parent support pro
gram) S500. — Electronic type
writer

FADE OUT (Fife Alcohol Drug Educa
tion Outreach) S300. — training 
materials for a retreat 

New House (St. Leo’s Center for the 
Handicapped) S I, 136.93 — (Doll
House Raffle proceeds art
supplies for the handicapped

YWCA Women's Support Shelter 
S " 00. — printed materials and 
special events 

Neighborhood Clinic 51500. — 
medical supplies

a. The word "Services” 
should be added to the desig
nation of "Item” on Form I.

b. On Form II some refer
ence should be made as to how 
the recipient intends to ac
knowledge our contribution to 
those helped and/or the com
munity.

T he  f o l l o w i n g  a d  h o c  co m m ittee  rec
o m m e n d a t i o n s  w e r e  a p p ro v ed  by the 
Board  a n d  t h e  General M em bership :

). Pierce County Medical Society 
Auxiliary philanthropic monies 
should be distributed to at least one 
and not more than five organizations 
annually. The finance committee 
may request a change in the number
1 >f recipients from the current year s 
Board.

2 The Donation Request Form sent 
to prospective applicants for our 
philanthropic funds should be ex
panded:

18 Jun e/Ju ly  1986. T b e  B u lletin



The Enigmatic Case, 
continued fr o m  p a g e  16.

Once the irascible D octor Case had 
introduced the subject o f Contract Prac
tice for discussion in the MSPC, it be
came the primary topic for evasion at 
each meeting. Attendance at meetings 
doubled. Committees were appointed 
to study the problem and vague recom 
mendations were made. Whitewash 
fairly dripped from every portico.

By November of that year C. E. Case 
had become impatient with the side
stepping and evasion, and determined 
to settle the matter of Contract Practice 
once and for a l l . . .  to throw the rascals 
out!
He made his broadside attack in the let
ter reprinted here . . .

To the Board of  Censors o f  the  Pierce 
County Medical Society:
Gentlemen:

1 herewith charge D o c to rs  J a m e s  K 
Yocom George C Wagner.  GrantS. Hick s 
and any and all other m em b ers  o f  this  so 
ciety who are now do in g  c o n tra c t  w ork  
or so called lodge work, c x c c p t  o f  course  
Railway Contract work . G o v e rn m e n t ,  
State, County o r  Municipal c o n tra c t  work,  
with violation not only o f  a resolution re 
cently, passed by this society, but also

--— w4*h^thc subvers ion  o f  this  s o c i e t y ' s  
w ish e s  a n d  in tent ions  relat ive  to  the d o 
in g  o f  c o n t ra c t  w o r k  a n d  the a bro g ation  
o f  h o sp it a l c o n tra c t  w o rk  T h e  above  
n a m e d  m e m b e r s  o f  this  so ci civ ,  namely 
J a m e s  R  Y o c o m ,  G e o r g e  C. W agner and 
G r a n t s .  H ick s,  did m o st  sham efull y  abuse  
t h e  s o c i e t y ’s c o n f i d e n c e  w h e n  they bid 
for o r  so li c i te d  the  co n t ra c t  w o rk  give n up 
by th e  t w o  hosp ita ls  o f  o u r  city . and 
did,  in the  m o s t  und ig nif ie d ,  u n d er 
hand ed .  t re a c h e ro u s ,  in d e c en t ,  \ icmus 
and un g en t le m a n ly  m a n n e r  appropria te  
to  th e m se lv e s  th ese  co n tra c ts ,  thus s ub 
ve rting the w il l  and des ire  o f  this  so c i e ty  
1 there fo re  pray \our ho n o rable  hod\ to 
c ite  e a c h  and  ev ery  c o n t ra c t  ph ys ic ian or 
surg eo n  b e to re  your b o d y  to show cause 
w h y th e)  shou ld  n o t  b e  e x p e l le d  from 
this  society

(signed)  Charles  El i jah Case

C. E. Case had fired his volley at the 
fellow's in the white hats. Grant Hicks 
was then President o f the MSPC, D oc
tors Yocom and Wagner had held offices 
in the MSPC intermittently for 
fifteen years and were held in high 
esteem  by their colleagues. D octor Case 
refrained from naming the fourth physi
cian in that partnership, A. J .  Coleman, 
possibly bccause Dr. Coleman was also 
a licensed attorney.

Nevertheless the problem  o f Contract 
Practice had to be solved in some way 
or the MSPC would not survive. In an 
ironic twist o f c i rcumstances . . .  as the 
history o f the MSPC unfold s. . D octor 
C. E. Case may have been a hero after 
all. ■

Notice to 
Readers.. .
M sF'C  m e m b e rs  w in  > a re  in tere .'- 'ted  

in  c o n t r ib u t in g  a r t ic le s  o |  in te re s t 

a n d  p e r t in e n c e  to  T h e  B u l l e t i n  are 

u rg e d  ti > d ( > m ). T h e  e d ih  >r re se rve s  

t l ie  r ig h t  n o r  to  p u b l is h  a n y  a r t ic le  

.s u b m itte d , b ase d  o n  .space a v a ila b le  

a n d  p e r t in e n c e  < > fthe  to p ic .  A r t ic le s  

s h o u ld  b e  l im i te d  to  fo u r  d o u b le  

s p a c e d , ty p e w r i t te n  [•'ages o r  1 ,000 

w o rd s . E x c e p t io n s  to  th is  rn a v  l ie  

m a d e  b y  p r io r  a r ra n g e m e n t w i t h  

th e  e d ito r .  C a ll th e  m a n a g in g  e d i to r  

fo r  in fo r m a t io n  o n  a r t ic le  s u b m is 

s io n , S 72-306(i.
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Consider the 
causative organisms

c e f a c l o r
250-mg Pulvules®t.i.d. 

offers effectiveness against 
the major causes of bacterial bronchitis

H aem ophilus in fluenzae, H in fluenzae S tren tom n r-u er,^ ..(ampiciiiKvsuscepnoie) lompicmm-iea-oitmii ’ ^ h > le um om ae , S trep tococcus  pyogenes
Note  C e c lo r-  is  c o n tra in d ica te d  in pa tien ts  w ith  know n a llenw
to  th e  cepha losporins  and should  be given ca u tio us ly  to  p en ic illin  
a lle rg ic  p a tie n ts  u e iiru im t

C e c lo r  IcdocJor)
Summary Consult the package literature 
lor prescriUinp information 
indications Lower lespiralo/v mlei.iionr. 
including imeummna cdu&cd-5y’ tu!. 
ceptiDIc strains of Siinpicicuccii-: onru  
imaniae H aem ophilus iniii/en-'se and 
i  Dvotiene:, igroup A beM-hemalt'tic 
j-1 r ep r:  c o c n 11
Contraindications Known ■uidflf \<. 
cephalnsporin.5
Warnings CECLOR SHOULD 8L AOMIN- 
iS IF R tt) CAUTIOUSLY 10 PENICII LIN 
f^eWolTlVF PATIENTS PFWICILLINS 
AND CEPHALOSPORINS SHOW PARTIAL 
GROSS-Al. LfcRGENICH Y P 0SS lR Lc 
REACTIONS INCLUOt ANAPHYI AXIS

Administer cautiously to 
patients

P5eui1i5n)em0ranriu5 colitis Has teen 
titotiea w ih all bioatl-speutiim 
antibiotics it musi lie considered m 
ditlereniiat diagnosis ot antibionc

.'he

oCV'Ci.KeC-iliarrnfle Coinri '!;/3 ir .ii(eip(i 
Ilf l)i!j-i;:-HiBct-.im iw iinaic •inatmmi
pu ^."Iv iC.Mitme I, . T n i n  -yG ,n ;ia|C,|

Precautions
- p.jrom.n il JirCICr ir 

jllnt.J.i ro i'.'inn.. u.u- rrrn̂ njod m
1 1 l;-'-i'.'Jji-d'iirtrc :.":j9riî v

• U '.ilive iU tr.1 Umimli:, r^-r., n-|v,

"■hZ I T " 1̂  ■l;" n'-i wirh

■ LMCn,;. iri.fi -rirntni ll0,
'.'-■i.ior in,iy >  lijor1 i.ljn ir„ii usu;iilv

   -i-M Pclitnt:
• . iOj i i--.ô CUurn -'i.-:lir,iuli': ■ hiiild Ur-

^ h ^ n r - m '  V ul,l:r,,".1 I,ldl "̂lu5l-. 
ill-SO.-Sf p-1. lic'ilriV'v ?ulir-'J""  “ !,inul

- Sdiety ano h i k h w . :. ri<„0 nill

""•jilt- ifio. thj. liiisiTO-m ,.|(J ^Sl ||||

n ™ ! n ! ^ in . fS, ttlf! usual 0ru9 o f cf1oice in trea tm ent and 
n i rw ^ m M 0 .strePtococcal in fections, inc lud ing  th e  prophylaxis 
ot rheum atic fever. See prescrib ing inform ation
(jen!?!r,:ifcc m c.ihc.im m , Eneiose 

" 'n m I'^scriiiiiig i„i tnese patients
W s e  Reactions

iinrl 'mm!Jn,'ilh1'''1 '*d''CI-e arcu.i...nimi«a hnr,v. iei»ne,i include
• ji3,,t,oini(ir,ii.'i,ii mniuiy rtiairtifcj, 25%
' '.v;,"'i'l'',PS 'l| O'-feua&mp.niSianons 

w.! Ma'', m GiII?« -«f"»i-sir>.ness

i i i l i

• Cases ol anaphylaxis have Oeen reported, 
hall o l which haw  occurred in patients 
w ih  a t a o r y  01 pen ic illin  allergy

• Other eosinoohilia, 2 %, genual pruritus 
0/ vag in itis , le ss than 1%

A bno rm a litie s in la flo rs ta ry  resu lts  of
uncerta in  e tio logy
• SlMjtn e levations in hepatic  enzymes
• T rans ien t l lu c tu a t io n s  in  leukocyte  

count (especially in  in fants and ctuMtenl
• AOnormal urinalysis; elevations in BUN 

or serum creatin ine
• P ositive  d ire c t CoomDs' test
• False-positive tes ts  tor urinary glucose 

w ith Benedict's or Fehling's so lution and 
l l i n i t e s r  tablets but not with  Tes-Tape1 
ig iucose  enzym atic tes t strip , L illy!

■' £11 i i u i  a n d  c o m p a n y  ja e o -ie a tn i

QQ63Q



CLASSIFIED

physicians N eeded. P h y s ic ia n  n e e d e d  fo r  

part t im e  w o rk  a t  u r g e n t  c a r e  c l i n i c  in  G ig  

Hurbur. C lin ic  is ru n  h v  n i n e  G .H . c o m m u n i t y  

p h y s ic ia n s  C o n t a c t  J i m  P a t t e r s o n ,  M D ,

Family Practitioner re tirin g . E s t a b l i s h e d  

practice in  a n  e x c e l l e n t  T a c o m a  l o c a t io n ,  

b v g e  p a tie n t b a s e . F in a n c ia l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  

n eg otiab le . R e p ly  t o  S e a r c h  C o m m i t t e e ,  P .O . 

B ox =>277, T a c o m a , W A  9 8 4 0 5 .

Physician to staff industrial m ed icin e/ u r
gency care clinic. Daytim e hou rs. N o w e e k 
ends. Contact R o bert W ilson , M D , P .O . B o x  
5467, Tacoma, WA 9 8 4 0 5 .

Haelcn Medical Evaluations n e e d  part 
time orthopaedics, n eu ro log ists  and  o th e r  
specialists to participate in  pan el and indivi
dual evaluations in th e  T aco m a area. H aelen  
is providing th e opportunity  fo r  p h y sic ian s 
to substantially increase th e ir  in c o m e  w ith 
out increasing their overhead by sch ed u lin g  
available hours. For fu rth er in form ation , 
con tact M athew  W h ite , M D , M e d ic a l  
Director. ( 2 0 6 )  582 -2 1 4 1 .

Excellent private p ractice  o p p o rtu n ity
for an internists in a busy, estab lish ed  G ig 
harbor m edical ce n te r . F o r in fo rm a tio n  
contact: Dr. Jo n  H. Kvinsland, 5 1 2 2  O ly m p ic 
Dr., NW, Suite A -2 0 1 , G ig  H a rb o r , W A 
9 8 3 3 5 .(2 0 6 )8 5 1 -9 1 7 3 .

MtsKmdink

W
Since I**

Locum tenens needed from 
5/12/86 to 6/9/86  
for occupational medicine 
clinic in tideflats

F-P. or O.M. specialist preferred. 
Write or call 

Executive Director,
521 South K, Tacoma, WA 98405 

627-9151

Custom RX Compounding
Nat. Progesterone Suppositories 

25,50,100,200, 400 mg.

Minoxidil Lotion 
1,2, 3,4,5%

Union Avenue Pharmacy 
2302 S. Union Ave. 

Tacoma 
752-1705

For Sale or Lease

3 3  f t .  C h r i s  C r a f t  1 9 7 9 ,  lo ad ed , e x c e l le n t  
c o n d it io n , g re a t  c r u is in g . $ 5 5 ,0 0 0 .  5 6 4 -  
7 8 0 4 .

C l o v e r c r e s t  E s t a t e s .  A  p ic tu re s q u e  w o od  
b r id g e  is th e  a p p ro a ch  to  th is  3 8 4 5  sq . ft. 
c u s to m  c r c e k fr o n t L ak ew oo d  re s id e n c e . 3+  
b e d ro o m s, 3  b a th ro o m s, 3  fire p la ce s , p lu s  an 
ab u n d an t .supply o f  w e ll p la n n ed  sto rag e .
3 2 2 5 ,0 0 0 .  Jo s e p h  B o y le  R e a lto rs, 5 8 2 - 0 0 6 6  
o r  5 8 1 -4 0 0 2 .

2 0  A c r e  E s t a t e .  Five b e d ro o m , c u sto m  
d esig n ed , c o n te m p o ra ry  h o m e . T w o  m iles 
f r o m  G ig  H a r b o r  fr e e w a y  in te r c h a n g e  
8 2 9 9 ,5 0 0 . C all Pen n y  W a lte rs , 5 8 2 -7 7 7 7 .

Medical Office Space Available

P r o f e s s i o n a l  O f f i c e  S p a c e .  New. T w o  
b lo c k s  fro m  A lle n m o re . G e n e ro u s  le a s e 
h o ld  in c e n tiv e s . D e s ig n  to  su it y o u r n ee d s 
C a ll 7 5 2 - 6 6 2 2 .

F o r  L e a s e .  1 5 0 0  s q . f t .  in  m e d ic a l D en ta l 
B u ild in g . L a k e w o o d , E x c e lle n t v isib ility . 
8 5 0 9  S te ila c o o m  B lv d . 5 8 4 - 6 2 0 0 .

DISCOUNT
A L L E N M O R E  “ A ”  B U ILD IN G

P ra c t ic e - re a d y  o f f ic e  s u i te  to 
s u b le a s e .  S u i ta b le  fo r  o n e  or 
tw o  p e rsons .  All le a s e h o ld  
im p r o v e m e n ts  in c lu d e d .  V e ry  
a t t ra c t iv e  ren t  s t ruc tu re .
C a l l  Drs. L lo y d  E l m e r  o r  J i m  
K o m o ro u s  752-7705 for 
deta i ls .

M edical Office Space

A V A IL A B L E

A d ja c e n t  to  
St. J o s e p h  H o s p i ta l

1360 sq. ft.
All Amenities

R eady  to  M o ve  into

572-6730

Featuring 
Tacoma's Finest Homes

Richard C. Pessemier 
Sales A sso cia te

272-4138 OHFICt 759-2699 HOME

Swanson-McGoldrick, Inc.
W A S H IN G T O N  B U IL D IN G  SUITE 302 

T A C O M A . W A S H IN G T O N  98402

€L€CTROLVSIS
Helene Block, fl.€.

3 5 0 9  S. 14th St., Tacoma 98405  
759-1151

Introducing new, computerized 
€lectro-(5lend €p ilo to r with 

f l ir  Desensitizer
M e m b e r: IL Io s h ln g to n  S ta te  e le c tro lys is  fls s n  a n d  

€ le c tro lv s ls  In te rn a tio n a l f ls sn .

T ra ine d  K ree  n tfc rn o tlo n a l In s titu te  o f  e le c tro lys is . NV 
a n d  UJIIshlre Blvd. Schoo l. Cos A n g e le s

/ 2S \  A l l e n m o r e  
Z / W \ A  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r

22  a c re  c a m p u s  a d ja c e n t  to  1 5 6  b e d  H u m a n a  H o s p ita l .  
C e n t r a l ly  lo c a te d ;  f r e e w a y  a c c e s s ;  a m p le  p a r k in g .  A l l  in 
c lu s iv e  r e n ta l - ra te s ; s u i te  c o n s t r u c t io n  a l lo w a n c e s .

•  Lim ited num ber of medical suites now available.

•  Fully improved suite available with no improvement 
costs to lessee.

(206) 383-2201 
Warren R. Westad, Business Manager

S. 19th and Union •  Suite B-1005 •  Tacoma, W A 98405



Any investment can have 
one good year, but how well 

will it perform over time?
One year goes by very fast.
Too fast when it comes down to making a 

good investment.
Because while some investments paint a 

pretty picture of high returns today, how good will 
they look tomorrow?

At First Interstate Bank of Washington our 
Trust and Investment Services Group has a record 
for consistent, long-term investment returns that's 
unsurpassed in the Northwest.

As a matter of fact, Growth Securities man
aged by First Interstate from 1980 through 1985

averaged an annual return  of 16.77%. And our 
Bond M anagement figures show an average 
annual return of 12.90%.

What’s more, had you invested $100,000 with 
us on January 1,1980, it would have more than 
doubled to $212,025 by December 31,1985*

So before investing in something that may 
be here today and gone tomorrow, compare our 
figures over the past 5 years. Then give us a call. 
We’ll show you how well our other investments 
have done over time, too.
'/Sami on F irst Interstate's. 6tl% Growth/40% Income Portfolio, income reinvested-

Q  First Interstate Bank
Trust and Investment Services

Seattle
292-3522

Everett
258-3735



The “Humana Difference” 
Is Really Just A Lot Of Little 

Differences
At Humana we know we can’t be all things to all people. But You see, even though we’re the leaders in such areas as

we mean to be number one among the most important people we Acute Care, Pulmonary Rehabilitation, Day Surgery- ophthalmol- 
serve—the physicians ofPierce County. ogy, spinal disorders, breast cancer and Gastrointestinal

It’swhyweofferlnsta-Careinour Emergency Room— which screening programs and geriatric problems — among others — 
ensures that your patient is evaluated w ithin 60 seconds o f  arrival, we’re still small enough to provide highly personalized care for 
It s why we maintain an up-to-date list o f physicians to which we your patients. And highly personalized service for you. Put them 
can refer patients. And why we concen- _ all together — and they make
trate on key “Centers of Excellence”  f J u V T K i n d  H O S p i t c l l  T 3 C O I T I 3  the Humana difference, 
to help you provide better patient care. ^  ]9 th  ^  U n ,on _ T a a ,ma> (20b) 572. , , ; } . Try us-and y«u ll see.

Discover The Hum ana D ifference



M E D IC A L  S O C 1 F T Y  O F  P IF .R C E  C O U N T Y  

■^05 S o u th  9 t l i .  S u i t e  2 0 3  
T a c o m a , W a s h in g to n  9 8 4 0 5

ADOKH.^ i.o K R K  Tl< )N' R hg l 'hM'f-.P

BULK RATE
■ U S. P O S T A G E

p a id

T A C O M A , W ASH
P E R M IT  N O . 60S

P J t iS L .: ' DCUN". V iV:jE.L' 1 l h „  i_ XB,-<f;^v' 
P . O .  b u ; <  5 £ 7  7  
r f:CGMh >i''•••! 9 3 4 0 5

Tel-Med
A Library of Free 

Recorded Health Tips.
Over 200 topics, from tonsillectomy to 
osteoporosis, researched and written by 
physicians.

Brochures listing these topics are free to you and 
your patients. If you would like a supply for your 
waiting room, please call 597-6655.

A  Community Service Sponsored Bv:

C'hiH'i'' i r i ^ i i
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TH E  A ILM E N TS
•My accounts receivable balance is too high.

•I spend too much time and effort processing patient billing
statements and third-party insurance claim forms.

•I need to be able to quickly identify every patient treated for a 
specific disorder.

•I spend a lot of money for a computer service that sends out my
billing statements but doesn't process insurance forms or provide on
the spot production, management and marketing reports.

In today’s information-oriented society, you need solutions, not more questions. And the ideal solution is 
MedlM3C™x--b£cause MediMac has no comparably priced equal for ease o f  use nnd pow er. Training your staff to use 
DentalMac will take only 2 days instead of weeks. And the entire system is priced at sm d*r M 3.600.

The heart of the MediMac system includes a Macintosh™ Plus computer from Apple Computer, Inc. The Macintosh 
Plus computer combines powerful technology with an intuitive way of working, enabling you to put it to work right 
away. The large internal memory, processing power, and high-capacity disk drives of the Macintosh Plus help you get 
through even the biggest job fast You can choose from hundreds o f powerful and unique business applications - from 
accounting to project planning to desktop publishing,

Make an investment for your own personal success...come join the incredibly efficient world of MediMac. For more 
information, just mail us your card or call Paul Hamby 582-3700.

TH E  S O LU TIO N

s y s t e m  f o r  th e  A p p l e  
M a c i n t o s h ™  P l u s  c o m p u t e r
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President’s Page

O n  Preferred Provider

O nce  u pon  a t im e  th e re  w e re  
d oc to rs  and  pa tien ts  w h o  h a d  no t eve r 
hea rd  o f p re fe rred  p rov ide rs , le t a lone  
p re fe rred  p ro v id e r o rgan iza tions . But, 
as w ith  all fa iry  ta les , tim e  m arches  on , 
and now , all o v e r P ie rce  C oun ty , w e  
find  p eop le  ta lk in g  about p re fe rred  
p rov iders.

W h ich  is no t to  say th a t pa tien ts 
have no t kn o w n  w ha t th e y  like  and 
d is like  ab o u t th e ir d o c to rs . F irs t and 
fo re m o s t p e op le  w a n t all the  best 
m ed ica l know ledge  and  sk ill p roperly  
app lied  to  th e ir  p rob lem s. W h e n  the  
po lls te rs  a ske d , "H ow  im portan t is  you r 
doc to r's  kn o w le d g e  o f m ed ic ine  as a 
reason  fo r keep ing  yo u r pe rsona l 
phys ic ian?" 9 6 %  sa y  ve ry  im portan t, 
3%  say fa irly  im portan t. I w o n d e r about 
th e  1%  w ith  no op in ion .?

S tud ies , o p in io n  po lls  and 
p e rsona l obse rva tions  have to ld  us the  
c rite ria  by w h ich  phys ic ians  are  judged.

C om petence .
C om pass ion .
C om m un ica tion .
Cost.
C onven ience .

The Critical Balance
O ne of th e  to u gh e s t th in g s  is 

keep ing  track  of the  va ry ing  priorities. 
S om e fo lks  w ill sa y  th e y  w an t the  best 
m ed ica l tre a tm e n t at w h a te ve r cost.
W e are o ften  appau led  at 
incom pe tence , o n ly  to  find  that 
pa tien ts  like  the  d o c to r because  
he /she  lis tens to  th e m  a n d  ca res  about 
them . A  trea tm e n t th a t m ight seem  to 
be o ffe ns ive ly  expens ive, m ight have 
b een  a  m iracu lous  ba rga in  in  eartie r 
tim es.

These  can  be co m p e tin g  priorities. 
G o o d  co m m u n ica ito n  can  b e  t im e 

consum ing , w h ic h  m ay  c rea te  
inconven ience . I th in k  w e  a re  a ll fa m ilia r 
w ith  th e  qua lity /cos t d icho tom y. 
C h a n g es  in  o n e  part of th e  equa tion  
has ram ifica tions th ro u g h o u t th e  o th e r 
e lem ents.

So the  ch a llenge  is to  b a lance  
these  fa c to rs  fo r th e  g re a te s t g o o d  fo r 
th e  g rea tes t num ber. I ju s t w ish  the  
priorities  w ou ld  no t ch a n ge  from  one 
pe rson  to  th e  next, and  fro m  one  
m onth  to  the  next.

Alternate Delivery System
S o w h o  sh o u ld  a rrive  o n  th e  sce n e  

bu t the  a lte rna tive  d e live ry  sys tem s. 
A c tua lly  tha t is a  qu ite  new  te rm  fo r 
som eth ing  qu ite  o ld . I gue ss  th e  te rm  
"a fte rna tive" m eans  it is som eth ing  
o th e r than  p riva te  p ractice , fee  fo r 
serv ice. W e ll, the re  is  qu ite  a b it o f tha t 
a round  -  H M O ’s, P P O 's, E P O 's, IP A ’s, 
etc.

Pluralistic Health Care
A re  you  hop ing  tha t PP O 's are 

som ebody 's  no t-so -b righ t idea, a  flash  
in  the p a n  th a t w ill go  aw ay?  O r m aybe 
you th ink  tha t m ed ica l pa rc tices  in pa s t 
years  w ere  a  fanc ifu l s tory right ou t o f 
never never land? D iffe ren t people, 
d iffe ren t c ircum stances  and  d iffe ren t 
tim es requ ire  d iffe ren t hea lth  care 
de live ry  system s. S o  I th ink w e need  to 
be supportive  o f a  varie ty  of w a ys  of 
p rac tic ing  m edicine.

The re  is ano the r m a jo r reason  fo r 
supporting  p lu ra lism  in hea lth  care 
delivery. C ons ide r the  a lte rna tive  -  a 
s ing le  system . Then the  b ig question  
»s, w h a t w ou ld  th a t sys tem  be and  w ho 
w ou ld  decide?

The experience  in o th e r coun tries 
illustra tes th e  d ifficu lties. S o  does the

e x p e rie n c e  in  th is  country. Yes,lhe 
p riva te  p ra c tice , fee  fo r service system 
has se rve d  m an y  people very well and 
m an y  p e o p le  like it, bu t it is obviously 
n o t a  p e rfe c t sys tem  fo r everyone. If it 
w e re , w h y  w o u ld  a lte rnate  delivery 
sys te m s  de ve lo p?

N o w  d o n ’t ge t m e w rong, I am very 
su p p o rtive  o f fe e  fo r  service private 
p ra c tice  m ed ic ine . T ha t is what I do and 
th a t is  w h a t I w a n t to  continue to do.

A s  a  p h ys ic ia n  I in tend to promote 
he a lth , a n d  w ha te ve rsys te m itta ke s to  
d e liv e r  it. A s  a businessm an, I intend lo 
p ro m o te  m y  sys te m  o f health  care 
d e live ry  a n d  m y practice . As a member 
o f o rg a n ize d  m ed ic ine , I intend to 
p ro m o te  th e  in te re s ts  o f physicians 

a n d  th e ir  p a tie n ts , in w ha tever health 
ca re  d e liv e ry  sys te m  they  find 
the m se lve s .

Preferred Provider
I w o u ld  be  g la d  to  be designated 

a s  a  p re fe rre d  p rov ide r. W ell, that 
d e p e n d s  o n  th e  de fin ition  o f preferred.
If th e  c r ite r ia  ke e p  th e  best interest of 
p a tie n ts  a s  the  p rim a ry  goal, then they 
a re  d o in g  th e  righ t th ing . But if the sole 
c r ite r ia  is a  lo w e r fee , o r  affiliations, or 
a n y th ing  e lse  w ith o u t rega rd fo rthe  
p a tie n ts  m ed ica l needs, then  I think 
th a t is  th e  w ro n g  u se  o f th e  term  
p re fe rred .

I w o u ld  w e lc o m e  anyone that 
w a n ts  to  ce rtify  m e a s  a  competent, 
c o m p a s s io n a te , com m unica tive , cost- 
e ffe c tive  a n d  co n ve n ie n t physician.

R i c h a r d  H a w k i n s
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Board voices 
opinion on 
"Closed Staff" 
Policy.

The June meeting o f th e  B oard of 

Tmstees generated the  fo llow ing 
resolution, published here in  its 
entirety for MSPC m em bers. It 
was the wish of the Board tha t the  
membership have the opportun ity  

to see the proposal.
Hospital administrators and 

hospital boards of d irectors w ere  
sent a copy of the reso lu tion .

Resolution on "Closed Staff" Policy 
Introduced by: Peter M arsh, MD 
Subject: Hospital "C losed M edical 
Staff" Policy

WHEREAS, the M edical soc ie ty  of 
Pierce County recognizes the  
physician-hospital interactions 
required to provide patient access 
to quality-medical care;and 

WHEREAS, the com plexity  of 
current medical care often requires 
utilization of expensive techno logy 
and the involvement o f lim ited 
specialty and subspecialty 
physician resources; and 

WHEREAS, conditions fo r 
hospital medical staff appointm ent 
which would confine a physic ian 's  
medical practice to a particu la r 
hospital (i.e. closed staffing) and 
may decrease the quality o f ca re  and 
limit access to that care in the  
remainder of the com m unity; and 

WHEREAS, deve lopm ent o f c losed  
hospital medical staffs w ould , in 
effect, provide exclusive con trac ts

to  phys ic ians  to  p rov ide  ca re ; and 
W H E R E A S , c losed  hosp ita l 

m ed ica l s ta ffing  w o u ld  prove  
d ev is ive  to  the  m ed ica l com m un ity ; 

and
W H E R E A S , a c losed  hosp ita l 

m ed ica l staff m ust be ques tioned  in 
its ab ility  to  op tim a lly  serve  the  
needs o f th e  com m un ity ; and

W H E R E A S , th e  phys ic ian  has an 

e th ica l d u ty  to  p rov ide  th e  best care 
to  his o r  he r pa tien ts  and th ird  
p a rty  con trac ts  requ ire  phys ic ians 
to  be  able to  p ractice  in any 
hosp ita l tha t the  con trac t 
s tipu la tes ; T H E R F O R E  BE IT 

R E S O LV E D , tha t the  M edica l 
S oc ie ty  o f P ie rce  C oun ty  is 
una lte rab ly  o p posed  to  the 
es tab lishm en t o f c losed  m edical 
s ta ff po lic ies  by any  hosp ita l in 
P ierce C ounty , and  BE  IT FU R TH E R  

R E S O LV E D , tha t the M edica l 
S oc ie ty  o f P ierce C oun ty  w ithou t 
qua lifica tion  endorses  an open  
m ed ica l s ta ff po licy  fo r all P ierce 
C oun ty  hosp ita ls, and B E  IT 
F U R TH E R

R E S O LV E D , tha t the M edica l 
S oc ie ty  o f P ie rce  C oun ty  support 
th e  concept tha t ind iv idua l m edical 
staff m em bers  w ho  have been 
g ran ted  clin ica l p riv ileges  are 
en titled  to  fu ll d u e  p rocess in any 
a ttem p to  ab ridge  those  p riv ileges 
by th e  g ran ting  o f exclus ive  
con trac ts  by the  hosp ita l gove rn ing  

body; BE  IT FU R TH E R
R E S O LV E D , tha t the  M edica l 

S o c ie ty  o f P ie rce  C ou n ty  w ill w ork 

to  assure  th a t th e se  righ ts  and 
p riv ileges  o f its m em bers  are 
p reserved .

Retirement 
Member Luncheon

R etired  m em bers  and m em bers 

p lann ing  retirem ent are invited to 
a ttend  a luncheon on Sept. 10, at 
the  T aco m a  Dom e Hote l., These 
luncheons fo r retired m em bers 
have beecom e very popular. The 
A pril m eeting  a ttracted  m ore than 
50  m em bers and spouses.

Speakers' Bureau
The  fo llow ing  M S P C  m em bers 

responded  to  requests from  the 
S oc ie ty 's  S peakers ' Bureau and 
appeared  be fore  the  g roups below : 

Richard Waltman, MD  - Fernhill 
Grandmother's Club

Frank Senecal, MD - 'Make Every 
Day Count'

Joseph Regimbal, MD  - Lighthouse 
Senior Center

Robert Finnerty, MD - American 
Association of Transcriptionists

Hospitals urged to 
become no smoking 
zones.

T he  M ay m eeting  of the Board of 
T rus tees  w a s  devo ted  p rim arily  to 
issues invo lv ing the 
p hys ic ian /hosp ita l re lationship.
T he fo llow ing  reso lu tion  w as 
adopted  unan im ous ly . "TH E 
M E D IC A L S O C IE TY  O F  P IERCE 
C O U N T Y  R E C O M M E N D S  TH A T  
H O S P ITA LS  B E C O M E  NO S M O K IN G  
Z O N E S ." Letters w ere  sen t to all 
hosp ita l adm in is tra to rs  and m edical 
staff p res iden ts. T o  da te  the 
response  has been encourag ing.
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Relative Value Scale 
(RVS) Study

T he D epartm en t of H um an  H ealth  

S erv ices has ag reed to  fund  the 
relative V a lue  Sca le  s tudy be ing  
undertaken by H arvard  U. and the 

AM A  fo r  its th ree  ye a r term .
The study is in tended  to  deve lop  

a new  sca le  of re la tive  va lues  of 
various m ed ica l p rocedu res  based  
on resource  co s ts  - such  as 
overhead, skill levels, educationa l 
requ irem ents, and  tim e  requ ired  to 
p rovide the  se rv ice . T he  new  RVS 
then  m igh t be used  to  reassess the 

relative M ed icare  paym ent levels 
fo rva rio u s  m edica l serv ices.

1986 WSMA 
Annual Meeting

The 1986 W S M A  A nnua l M eeting 
w ill be  h e ld $ e p te m b e r18-21 at 
the Inn at the  Park, S pokane . House 
of D e legates w ill convene  a t 10 :00 
A.M . T hursday m orn ing, S ep tem ber 

18, w ith  th e  second session  
S aturday m orn ing, S ep tem ber 21. 
R eference C om m ittees w ill m eet 
T hursday a fternoon, S ep tem ber 18.

I986 Election... 
Are you impacted by 
the outcome?

S evera l issues o f m ajor 
im portance  w ill be  de te rm ined  by the 
Leg is la tu re  in I987. Y ou r partic ipation 
in the  I986 e lec tion  w ill he lp m edicine 
ach ieve  success  on such  issues as 
B asic H ea lth  C are, N a tura l D eath Act, 
M anda ted  A ss ignm en t of M edicare  
Patients, D e fin ing  ch irop racto rs  as 
p hys ic ians and m any o the r leg is la tive 
item s.

You ask, "H ow  can  I p lay a pa rt,?" 
T he M ed ica l S oc ie ty  has o rgan ized  
com m ittees  fo r  each leg is la tive  district. 
O ur g oa l is  to  invo lve  a m em ber, 
spouse  o rfa m ily  m em ber in all the 
m a jo r cam pa igns . C on tribu tion  of tim e 
(stu ffing  enve lopes, doorbe lling , etc) 
o r financ ia l ass is tance  are  w ays  to assist 
the cand idate .

You have  th e  o p p o rtu n ity , bo th  
as a rep re se n ta tive  of th e  m ed ica l 
co m m u n ity  a n d  as a  c itizen , lo  e s tab lish  
con tinuous , e ffe c tive  co m m u n ic a tio n s  
w ith  y o u r leg is la to rs . Y o u r co n ta c ts  
can  have  an im p ac t on  th e  o u tco m e  of 
ce rta in  b ills  o f im p o rta n ce  to  th e  
m ed ica l p ro fess ion , and  to  you  
p e rsona lly . H ow eve r, th e se  con tac ts  
w ill have  m uch g re a te r im p ac t if a 
p e rsona l re la tionsh ip  e x is ts  b e tw e e n  
you and  y o u r e lec ted  o ffic ia ls  a n d  th e ir  
s ta ffs .

P arty  a ffilia tion  sh o u ld  not 
res tric t you . Leg is la to rs  rep re se n t th e ir  
en tire  co n s titue n cy : R epub licans , 
D em ocra ts  a n d  In d ep e n d e n ts  a like .
Y ou need  no t be a m e m b e r o f yo u r 
la w m a ker's  pa rty  no r w a it fo r  p rob le m s  
to  a rise  b e fo re  you  a p p ro a ch  th e  
leg is la to r.

O ne w o rd  o f ca u tio n ...D o  no t 
becom e a o n e  issue o rien te d  
cons tituen t. S om e  leg is la to rs  m ay  not 
have su pported  m ed ic ine  on  the  
liab ility  re fo rm  s trugg le , but have  
supported  us on m an y  o th e r issues.

Seattle to Portland 
bike ride: 
200 miles of rain and 
sunshine.

Drs. D ave W ilhyde  and  D ave 
P om eroy jo in e d 4 ,0 0 0 o th e rb ik e  
riders on June 20 and 21 fo r the  7th 
A nnua l S eattle  to P ortland  B ike R ide. 
The  200 m ile ride sta rted  at S ea ttle  C ity  
H all and ended at the L loyd 's 
S hopp ing  C enter. T he  riders 
encoun te red  rain  on th e  firs t day  out, 
bu t com p le ted  the  jou rney  in 
sunsh ine.

Sound to Narrows
Run attracts many 
M S P C  m e m b e r s . . .

i he 14th annua l, 7.4 mile 
S ound to N arrow s run jt ira c te d  o ve r 
6,000  runners th is  year, includ ing 
m any M S P C  m em bers and the ir 
fam ilies. Dr. Ron Tay lo r ran a 
trem endous 43 :38  to p lace  71 st 
overa ll. O th e re a rly fin is h e rs w e re - Drs 
M ichael Pnebe, 49 :15 ; Jam es 
Kom orous. 49:45; John Hauta la , 50:31 
ana John Len ihan, 5 i  ;07

Following is a list of MSPC 
members who participated in the run. 
Many family members joined in the 
event as well. Bulletin staff, however, 
was unable to confirm all family 
participants. As a result some may not 
be listed. Our apologies.

Glen H. Aasheim  
Gerard W. Ames 
Suzanne Annest 
Cordell H. Bahn 
James A. Billingsley 
Richard G. Bowe 
Sara W. Bowe 
Joseph Erpelding 
Ken Graham  
John Hautala 
Jack Hill
James Komorous 
Michael Komorous 
John Lenihan, Jr 
Julia Mueller 
David Munoz 
Jack Nagle 
Michael Priebe 
Kenneth Pim  
David Pomeroy 
Craig A. Rone 
Ron Taylor 
Alan Tice 
Jan Torgenrud 
Teiry Torgenrud 
John Vanbuskirk 
Dennis Waldron

St. Joseph Hospital's 
South Pavilion 
renamed after 
President & CEO.

T h e  S ou th  Pavilion  of St. 
J o se p h  H osp ita l a n d  Health Care 
C e n te r, T a c o m a  has  been renamed the 
D an ie l F. R usse ll Pavilion, in honorof 
th e  h o sp ita l's  d e p a rtin g  president and 
ch ie f e xe cu tive  o ffice r.

T he  a n n ou n ce m e n t was made 
a t a fa re w e ll d in n e r fo r  Mr. and Mrs. 
R usse ll, h o s te d  b y  th e  board  of 
tru s te e s  o f S t. J o se p h  H ealth  Services, 
St. J o se p h  H osp ita l and St. Francis.

R u sse ll has  accep ted  the 
p o s itio n  o f p re s id e n t and  chief 
e xe cu tive  o ffic e r o f E astern  Mercy 
H ea lth  S ys te m  in Ph ilade lph ia  ( a 13- 
ho sp ita l C a th o lic  hea lth  system). He'll 
b e g in  h is n e w  p o s t o n  June I.
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SENATE BILL 
4630
THE NEW LAW: 
EXPLANATION 
AND IMPACT... 
(Parti)

Several critical reform  

elements are included in the  1986 
Liability Reform Act. T aken 
together, they are pro jected to 
increase the availability o f 
liability insurance, introduce m uch 
greaterpredictability in the 
underwriting market, and have a 

positive impact on insurance costs. 
The reforms w ill have a d irect 
impact on loss costs -  th rough  the  
limitation of excessive aw ards fo r 
non-economic damages, 
introduction of the jo in t and 
several liability concept, and 
structured settlements,
Underwriting predictability w ill be 
enhanced by the reduction in open- 
ended non-economic dam age aw ards 
and reduction in the sta tu te  o f 
limitations. An accelerated 
physician-patient privilege and  the 
other reforms noted w ill p rom ote 
early settlement and reasonable 
negotiations to settle.

Present law allows a  p la intiff to  
delay defendants from  obtaining 
pertinent medical records o rta k in g  
testimony from treating 
physicians. Section 101, 
ACCELERATED W A IV ER  OF 
PHYSICIAN-PATIENT PR IV ILEG E, 

amends RCW 5.60.060 to  p rovide 
that a plaintiff must e lect w he ther 
to waive the physician-patient 
privilege within 90 days o f filing 
an action for personal in juries o r 

wrongful death. The priv ilege m ay 
not be waived later in the 
proceedings. If the p la in tiff 

chooses not to waive th e  priv ilege, 
then his physical o r m ental 

condition cannot be raised in  the  
iawsurt, in effect barring recovery

Tif Claiiidtjes.
T h e  w a iv e r is  assu m e d  to  be 

qu ite  b road : "W a ive r o f the  
p hys ic ian -pa tien t p riv ilege  fo r  any 
one  phys ic ian  o r cond ition  
cons titu tes  a  w a iv e r o f the 
p riv ilege  a s  to  a ll phys ic ians  or 
cond itions , sub jec t to  such  
lim ita tions as th e  cou rt m ay im pose 
pu rsuan t to  co u rt ru les." The  onus 
is on  th e  p la in tiff to  m ove fo r  a 
p ro te c tive  o rd e r ra th e r th a n  on  the 

d e fen d a n t to  p rove , w ith o u t having 
seen  the  reco rds, th a t th e  records

are  e ith e r re levan t o r reasonab ly  

ca lcu la ted  to  lead  to  th e  d iscove ry  of 
adm iss ib le  ev idence. This 
a m e n d m e n t is  in tended  to  exped ite  
th e  reso lu tion  of c la im s by 
p rov id ing , a fte r th e  p riv ilege  is 
w a ive d , th a t m ed ica l in fo rm ation  
m ay be o b ta ined  th rough  in form al 
d iscove ry , i.e., phys ic ians  w ill be  
trea te d  as any  o th e r w itnesses. A 
p hys ic ian  m ay not be com p e lle d  to 
ta lk  w ith  the  de fense  w ith o u t a 
notice o f de p os ition  and subpoena, 
but c a n  do  so  if he  o r  she  so  chooses.

Featuring 
Tacoma's Finest Homes

R ichard C. Pessemier 
Sales Associate
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Computerized Testing 
By Fastest
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A du lt and Children

H a ro ld  B . J o h n s to n , M D , P .S.
A llrn m o rr  Medical iV n lr r ,  B-WO!-> 

South 1 !)th & I inion 
Tacoma, W A9K405 
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Q uality  A s s u r a n c e :
A Manor Care Promise

The Manor HealthCare Team pledges to do everything in 
our power to provide qua lity  care to  all residents. Under
lying this simple promise, is a complex system to  ensure that 
the high standards we set are being dehveied .

The system is called Q uality Assurance. And it's  yout 
assurance tha t Manor Care w ill maintain and improve tota l 
care. For your copy o f our Q uality Assurance Brochure, 
call or w rite  oui center today.

John A tkinson, M.D. •  Medical Director 
Kyle Bowman •  Adm inistrator

Clare Spodobalski, R.N. •  D iiecto i of Nursing Services 
Kathy Carenbauer •  Admissions Dnector

is--

M r-

L ic e n s e  8 3 3 MANOR CARE 
OF MEADOW PARK

i f

K £  *&l■ I f

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER.

5601 South Orchard Street •  Tacoma •  (206 )474  -8421
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Increasing
Resistance of Methicillin-resistant Staphylococci (percent sensitive)

Staphylococci to Laboratory Period Staph, aureus Staph, epidermidis

Methiciilin in Multicare 06/85-10/86 100% 72%
11/85-04/86 93% 54%

Pierce County
St. Joseph 01/85-12/85 97% 71%

01/86-02/86 100% 65%
By Alan D. Tice, MD and
David Tison, PhD. Lakewood &

Good Sam 01/85-02/86 97% 78%

Over the iast six months, Ihe Inf. Ltd. 12/85-03/86 97% 70%
microbiology laboratories of Pierce
County have noticed resistance of
Staphylococcus aureus to of resistance to other semi- Coagulase-negative staphylococci
methiciilin. This type of resistance synthetic penicillinase-resistant (Staph, epidermidis) have also
has been a major problem in other penicilins (oxacillin, nafcillin) been increasing in resistance to
areas of the country and may and all cephalosporins (including methiciilin. The only antibiotic
continue to increase here. cephalothin, cefazolin useful against all methicillin-
Methiciilin resistance is not an cefoperazone, cefuroxime, resistant staphylococci is
enzyme-mediated type of resistance cefamandole, ceftazidime, vancomycin. Clindamycin may be
and is, unfortunately, an indication cefoperazone, ceftriaxone, etc.) active in some cases.

W o  a r c  l o o k i n g  f o r  d e d i c a t e d  p h y s i 

c i a n s ,  p h y s i c i a n s  w h o  w a n t  t o  b e .  nut 

s a l e s m e n ,  a c c o u n t a n t s ,  a n d  l a w y e r s ,  

h u t  p h y s i c i a n s .  F o r  s u c h  p h y s i c i a n s ,  

w o  o f f e r  a  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  i?  p r a c t i c a l l y  

p o r f e c t .  I n  a l m o s t  n o  t i m e  y o u  e x p e r i 

e n c e  a  s p e c t r u m  o f  c a s e s  s o m e  p h y s i 

c i a n s  d o  n o t  e n c o u n t e r  in  a  l i f e t i m e .  

Y o u  w o r k  w i t h o u t  w o r r y i n g  w h e t h e r  

t h e  p a t i e n t  c a n  p a y  o r  y o u  w i l l  h e  

p a i d ,  a n d  y o u  p r e s c r i b e ,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  

c a r e ,  n o r  t h e  m o s t  d e f e n s i v e  c a r e ,  b u t  

t h e  b e s t  c a r e .

I f  t h a t  is  w h a t  y o u  w a n t ,  j o i n  t h e

Physicians who prefer 
medicine to paperwork.
p h y s i c i a n : - ,  w h o  h a v e  j o i n e d  t h e  

A r m y .  A r m y  M e d i c i n e  is t h e  p e r f e c t  

s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  d e d i c a t e d  p h v s i c i a n .  

A r m y  M e d i c i n e  p r o v i d e s  w i d e - r a n g 

ing-  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t ,  

t h e  r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c i n g  

p h y s i c i a n .

A r m y  M e d i c i n e  o f f e r s  f u l l y  a c c r e d 

i t e d  r e s i d e n c i e s  in v i r t u a l l y  e v e r v  

s p e c i a l t y .  A r m y  r e s i d e n t s  g e n e r a l l y  

r e c e i v e  h i g h e r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  

g r e a l e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a n  d o  t h e i r  

f ' l v i l i a n  c o u n t e r p a r t s  a w l  s c o r e  

h i g h e r  o n  s p e c i a l t y  e x a m i n a t i o n * .  I f

yo u  a r e  c u r r e n t ly  in a  resid en cy 
p r o g r a m  s u c h  a s  O rth o p e d ic s , N e u ro 
s u r g e r y ,  U r o lo g y . G e n e ra l S u rg e ry , 

o r  A n e s t h e s io lo g y , y o u  m a y  be e lig i
b le  fo r  th e  A r m y ’s  S p onsorship  
P r o g r a m .

A r m y  M e d ic in e  o f fe r s  a n  a ttra c t iv e  
a l t e r n a t iv e  to  c iv i l ia n  p r a c t ic e . A s  an 
A r m y  O ff ic e r , y o u  r e c e iv e  su b sta n 
t ia l c o m p e n s a tio n , e x te n s iv e  annual 
p a id  v a c a tio n , a  r e m a r k a b le  re tire 
m e n t p la n , a n d  th e  fr e e d o m  to p ra c 
tic e  w ith o u t  e n d le s s  in s u r a n c e  form s, 
m a lp r a c t ic e  p r e m iu m s , an d  cash 
f lo w  w o rr ie s .

Army Medicine: 
The practice that’s 

practically all medicine.

C O N T A C T :  A M E D D  Personnel Counselor 
Building 138, Room  116 
Naval Support Activity (Sand Point) 
Seattle, W A  98115

(206) 526-3548/3307
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Organ Donor Criteria and Management

The fo llow ing  o rg a n  d o n o r c rite ria  a n d  m an a g e m en t ou tline  is p ub lished  he re  to  a ss is t M S P C  m em ber 
physicians. T he  in fo rm a tion  to r  d o n o r c rite ria  and m an a g e m en t is from  Dr. M arga re t A llen . Dr. A llen 
presented a  recen t lec tu re  on  hea rt transp lan ta tions . For fu rth e r in fo rm ation  you  m ay  co n tac t Dr. G eorge 
Race at 383-4766  o r th e  M ed ica l S o c ie ty  O ffice , 572 -3 6 6 7  o r  572-3666.

Selection Criteria for 
Cardiac Donors

Age 25 and under 
No severe chest trauma 
No prolonged cardiac arrest 
No prior heart disease 
No infection

Questions concerning the status of the donor will 
Include the following:
Brief clinical history Age
Blood Type Actual height and weight
ECG interpretation Current Dopamine dosage or other pressure in use
Vital signs Arterial blood gas results
Ventilator settings Chest X-ray interpretation

Guidelines for Donor Management
University Hospital Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery

D onor T ra its
Loss of Respiratory Mechanics

Neurogenic Pulmonary Edema

Clinical Problem
Apnea

Decreased Gas Exchange

Intervention
Volumne cycled ventilator. A minimum P02

80 should be maintained. Direct efforts toward 
managing donor with an FKD2 of 40% less. Tidal 
volume 10-15cc/kg. PEEP3-I0cm .

'Lasix. Add PEEP or increase PEEP on 
ventilator.

CNS Damage Presdispositbn to 
Bacterial, Hypostatic 
or Aspiration pneumonia

Frequent auctioning and bagging. Turn patient 
every two hours if tolerated hemodynamically. 
Broad spectrum antibiotic coverage after 
cultures have been obtained.

Loss of Vasomotor Tone

Damage to Pituitary Gland

Loss of Homeostatic Temperature

Decreased Systolic 
Pressures. Relative 
Hypovolemic

Diabetes Insipidus

Hypothermia

Hydration • Ringer's Lactate or D5.2NS +mEq 
KCL/L. Run at 30-100cc/hrplus previous 
hours urine output. Adjust IV fluids to ensure 
urine output of 50cc/hr, a CVP of 5-10cm H20, 
and a mean arterial pressure of 70-80mg Hg or 
cuff systolic pressure of 100. With 
hypotensive episodes, when CVP is less than 
10, give fluid bolus of 1 liter Ringer's Lactate 
over30min. If BP does not respond and 
CVP is 10 - add Dopamine 400Mg/500cc.

Acqueous Pitressin 5-10 units IV over 30 
minutes or 5-10 units SubQ/IM. Repeat 
every two to four hours p.r.n. for urine output 
greater than 30Qcc/hr.

Warming blanket to keeptemporature between 
34 and 36 degrees Centigrade.

The interventions listed here are given as guidelines to help personnel involved with donor management. Specific 
orders can be obtained from the transplant surgeon following the referral and acceptance of the donor by University 
Hospital. Please call: (206) 543-5517,545-0343, o r 24 page Sandi Kruse, RN at (206)548-6190.
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In Memoriam 
John S. May, MD

John May, a family man, a 
lather, alriend, a physician, a 
successful healer, a mover and a 
shaker, a keeper of medical 
quality....

I first met John shortly after I 
came to Tacoma in 1958. He was 
already an established and 
successful practitioner, keen, 
informed and interested. I 
remember him walking briskly out 
of the hospital in the mornings with 
a newspaper under his arm just as 
Iwascomingin. He certainly was 
an early starter.

I remember a dinner in our 
first home, John and Betty, 
Rosemary and David Dye and 
ourselves. We soon got involved in 
a lively discussion. We left the 
ladies at the table and the three of 
us sat on the floor in the sitting 
cum dining room discussing with 
great gusto the relationship 
between a consultant and a family 
physician and what each could 
expect from the other. It was a good 
lesson early on in my career.

For us, New Americans, 
Thanksgiving was a mystery. I 
remember the great annual 
Thanksgiving meals at the May's for 
all the friends and kids and I 
remember John distributing care, 
smiles, attention for everybody and 
lots of goodies.

I remember John organizing, 
one Washington's Birthday, a great 
excursion to Port Angeles and 
Hurricane Ridge for a number of 
families. I remember us all 
driving in a long column to Port 
Angeles and arriving at Aggie's 
Motel. I remember all the children 
splashing joyously in the 
swimming pool whilst we all had a 
cheer and a bite in May's room on 
the top floor. When dinner time 
came Aggie (still alive herself)

opened a special dining room for us 
and promised a quick dinner. We 
all sat at a long table laughing and 
smiling, John leading the fun. As 
the waiting became longer and 
longer the whole group, under Evie 
Osborne's direction began singing 
one song after another, with "I like 
ravioli. . eventually bringing the 
servers with steaming plates. The 
next day we all played in the snow 
on Hurricane Ridge, and with 
John's encouragement, I borrowed 
the late Art Wicktrom’s ski 
trousers, ski boots and skis, and I 
have never stopped skiing since.

I remember us all traveling to 
White Pass for skiing in John's 
huge station wagon. The weather 
seemed to be dull and cloudy all the 
way, and we all commiserated about 
it. "It is going to be sunny and 
beautiful on top,” John reassured 
us in good humor, and so it was!

I remember John looking after 
the construction of his office 
building, one of the first ones to 
house physicians outside of the 
Medical Arts Building. He invited 
us to join him. We were unable to, 
and somehow l have regretted that 
eversince.

I remember a Fourth of July 
celebration at the Kallsen’s beach 
homeonVashon Island. Many were 
there, in full force, children and 
all... John and Bob Osborne Sr. got 
there with firecrackers and all 
kinds of fireworks, not of the "safe 
and sane variety." To the delight of 
the kids of all ages, they not only 
made a lot of noise, but they made 
cans jump, bottles fly and rockets 
set oft into the blue yonder...

I remember one year John, 
whose intense enjoyment of life was 
beginning to show itself in the 
appearance of his figure, making a 
bet that he was able to lose pounds 
and pounds in a short space of time. 
He did, and I remember the change 
in his figure, and I asked him how 
he did it. "I just drank water..."

I remember an encounter in the 
mud hills behind Chehalis, at the

back o f  JayHawks Shopping Center. 
Our sons were into motorcycling, 
fortunately only the "dirt riding"
kind. On the principle that if you
cannot beat them, join them, both 
John and I joined them in a "poker 
run." In the rain the mud was 
everywhere. A mob was trying to 
get up a hill, all running and 
pushing their motorcycles, There I 
saw two muddy figures, John and 
John Jr. trying to ger their steeds 
up the hill. It was a joyful and 
laughable recognition, for we all 
were just mounds of mud. Helping 
one another, we made it to the top, 
and there in the slithering, 
skidding mass of men and machines 
lost sight of one another.
Eventually, we all met again by the 
"trophy girl" but she did not smile 
to any of us.

I remember our interests 
changing, our children growing and 
moving away from home, our 
different involvements in various 
aspects of medical life, our 
continuing medical cooperation, 
running into John here and there, 
the jokes, the bantering, the first 
surgery...

Two lifetimes in 
Tacoma.. .yesterday I was not able to 
attend his funeral...!

M arcel Malden, MD

Notice to 
Readers.. .
MSPC m e m b e r s  w h o  arc  interested 

in c o n tr ib u t in g  a r t ic le s  o f  interest 
und p e r t in e n c e  to  The Bulletin  are 
u rg ed  to  d o  .so. T h e  e d ito r  reseives 
th e  rig h t n o t  to  p u b lish  any article 

.subm itted , b a sed  on  sp a ce  available 
an d  p e r t in e n c e  o f  th e  to p ic . Articles 

s h o u ld  h e  l im ite d  to  fou r double- 
sp a c e d , ty p ew ritten  p a g e s  o r 1,000 
w o rd s . E x c e p tio n s  10 th is  may be 
m a d e  b y  p rio r  a rra n g e m e n t with 
th e  ed ito r. C all th e  m an ag ing  editor 
fo r  in fo rm a tio n  o n  a rtic le  subm is

s io n , 5 7 2 -3 6 6 6 .
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Board of Trustees 
Minutes 

May 6 & June 3,1986

May 6 Meeting

The Board of T rustees fo r the  
Medical Society of P ierce C ounty 
met on Tuesday at T acom a G enera l 
Hospital (Conference R o o m # 1 ). 
Memberspresentwere: Drs. 
Hawkins, (Chairman), B ischoff, 
Bodily, Whitney, W eatherby,
Moses and Mrs. M iller; R. Taylor, 
Koukul, Alenick, Fulcher,
Hottmeister, Ames, Larson, C heah, 
Bargren; Guests: W illiam  M arsh, 
Hospital Medical Staff Section 
(WSMA) and Mrs. Susie Duffy. 

President-Elect PCM SA; Doug 
Jackman, Executive D irector. A 
quorumwas present.

The Minutes of the April 8  Board 
ot Trustees meeting w ere approved  
and filed.

Finance Report:
Dr. Whitney, Secretary- 

Treasurer presented the M arch,
1985-86 year to date F inance 
Report. The Report w as filed.

Auxiliary Report:
Mrs. Miller summarized the  

activities of the Auxiliary during  
herterm of office. She also 
reviewed the W SMAA Annual 
Meeting held in Yakima.

Dr. Hawkins presented Mrs.

Miller with a gift from  the S ocie ty 
in honor of her services to  the  
Auxiliary, Medical Society and 

Community during her tenure  as 
President.

Agenda items fo r the  m eeting 
were devoted solely to  issues 
relating to hospital/physician 
relationships.

Emergency Services:
D iscuss ion  revo lved  a round  the  

M ed ica l S o c ie ty  pos ition  regard ing  
b a se  sta tion  and  des ig n a te d  trau m a  
care  cen te rs . T he  n u m b e ro n e  
p rio rity  and  d e te rm in ing  fac to r 
w o u ld  be, w h a t is b es t fo r the  
pa tient.

Indigent Care:
D iscuss ion  revo lved  a round 

m ak ing  ca re  access ib le  and 
ava ilab le  to  eve ryo n e  w ith  all 

m em bers  o f th e  M ed ica l C om m un ity  
sharing in the  respons ib ility  fo r 

th e  ca re . It w a s  recom m ended  the  
M ed ica l S oc ie ty  o r W S M A  ga the r 
and  co lla te  in fo rm ation  to  help 
d e te rm ine  th e  ac tua l am oun t of 
free  ca re  p rov ided  by th e  m em bers.

Smoking Issue:
T he  B oard  d iscu sse d  the  

R eso lu tion  subm itted  by Dr. W e led  
w h ich  reso lved  th a t : "M E D IC A L  
S O C IE T Y  O F  P IE R C E  C O U N T Y  
R E C O M M E N D S  T H A T  H O S P ITA LS  
B E C O M E  N O  S M O K IN G  Z O N E S ." T he 
m otion  w a s  se co n de d  and  passed 
unan im ous ly . It w a s  recom m ended  
th a t th e  reso lu tion  a lso  be 
in troduced  a t th e  S e p te m b e r W S M A  
H ouse  o f D e lega tes  m eeting . T he  

m ee ting  w a s  a d jou rned  a t 8 :30  p.m.

Robert B. W hitney.MD  
S ecre ta ry /T re a su re r

Ju n e  3  M eeting

T he  Board  o f T rus tees  of the  
M ed ica l S oc ie ty  of P ierce C ounty 
m et on  Tuesday , June 3 ,1 9 8 6  at 
G ood  S am aritan  H osp ita l (O lym p ic 
R oom ). M e m b e rs p re s e n tw e re : 
D rs. H aw k ins  (P res iden t), M oses, 
S chne ide r, W h itney, W eatherby, 
B ow e, Bod ily, P. M arsh, W e led  and 
M rs. Duffy;

A lso  p resen t by invita tion  w ere: 
Drs. C heah, Fulcher, Bargren  and 
A len ick : M r. Jackm an , M SPC  
E xecutive  D irector.

T he  M inutes o f the  M ay 6 ,1 9 8 6  
B oard  o f T ru s te e s  M ee ting  w ere  
a pproved  and filed.

Finance Report:
Dr. W h itney, S ecre tary- 

T reasu re r, repo rted  tha t legal 
e xpenses  w ere  m oun ting  and 
a rrang e m e n ts  w e re  be ing  sought 
w ith  th e  S oc ie ty 's  lega l counse l and 
insu rance  c a rr ie r to  reduce the  
m on th ly  p aym en ts  until se ttlem ent 
o f th e  case .

Auxiliary Report:
Dr. H a w k in s  w e lco m ed  new ly 

ins ta lled  P residen t o f the 
A ux ilia ry , M rs. S us ie  D uffy to  the  
B oard  o f T rustees. M rs. D uffy 
repo rted  th a t th e  A ux ilia ry  had 
co nduc ted  a  long  range  p lann ing 
w o rksh o p  under th e  d irec tion  of 
M rs. J o  Roller.

M rs. A lice  W ilhyde , Auxiliary  
M em b e rsh ip  C ha irm an  reported  
th a t A ux ilia ry  m em b e rsh ip  w as 
d e c lin ing  and  o n ly  41 %  o f e lig ib le 

sp o u ses  are  m em bers.
Continued on next page.
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EMS Committee:
Dr. F u lche r rep o rte d  F irc res t 

had reques ted  p e rm iss io n  to  co n d uc t 
a p ilo t de fib rilla tion  p rog ram . He 

no ted  th a t o th e r c o m m u n itie s  are 
cons ide ring  th e  p rogram .

T he B oard  d iscu sse d  p re 

hosp ita l ca re  in  tra u m a  ca s e s  and 
p rov is ions fo r  a d e qu a te  rev iew  by 
base sta tion  phys ic ians.

MSPC/CPS Forum
Mr. Jackm an  reported  on  a 

com b ined  m ee ting  o f C h ild re n 's  

Pro tective  S o c ie ty  and 
represen ta tives o f the  P ub lic  
H ea lth /S choo l H ea lth  C o m m itte e  as 
a p rog ram  fo r ped ia tr ic  g rand  
rounds. A  s im ila r m ee ting  is

schedu led  fo r S e p te m b e r 9  be fo re  
the  P ierce C oun ty  C h a p te r o f 
W ash ing ton  A ca d e m y  o f F am ily 
Practice.

Public Health/School Health:
T he B o a rd  d iscu sse d  th e  

C om m ittee 's  conce rn  fo r  the 
sha rp ly  inc reased  co s t o f D PT 
vacc ine  and  o th e rs  a s  a  resu lt o f the  
liab ility  insu rance  p rob lem . The  
S oc ie ty  and  m em bers  w e re  u rged  to 
w rite  m em bers  o f C o n g re ss  and 
DSHS.

Committee on Aging:
M r. Ja ckm a n  repo rted  tha t the  

C om m ittee  had  m et w ith  
rep resen ta tives from  A ssoc ia ted  

H om e H ea lth  S e rv ices  a n d  C atho lic  
C o m m u n ity  Serv ices.

The  Board  reques ted  th a t the 
C om m ittee  repo rt back  to  the  Board  
its v iew  o f th e  repo rt ou t of 
W ash ing ton  D .C . s ta ting  tha t 
W ash ing ton  S ta te  nu rs ing  hom es 
are co n s id e re d  a m ong  th e  ve ry  
w o rs t in  th e  nation.

Cancer In Black Americans:
Dr. M oses  in troduced  fo r 

d iscuss ion  his and  th e  W ash ing ton  
S ta te  A sso c ia tio n  o f B lack 
P ro fess iona ls  in  H ea lth  C are 
conce rn  o f inc reased  c a n c e r rates 
in b lacks c o m p a re d  to  th e  w h ite

pop u la tio n . A fte r  d iscu ss io n , it w a s  

d e te rm in e d  to  b ring  th e  issu e  fo r  

d iscu ss io n  a t th e  S e p te m b e r B o a rd  

m ee ting . Dr. M ose s  w ill p re p a re  a 

reso lu tio n  fo r  in tro d u c tio n  to  th e  

W S M A  S e p te m b e r m e e tin g  o f the  
H ouse  o f D e lega tes.

MSPC Administrative 
Services Fee Schedule:

D r. W h itn e y  p re se n te d  to  th e  

B o a rd  a p ro p o se d  fe e  sch e d u le  fo r 

a d m in is tra tive  se rv ices  p ro v id e d  
by S o c ie ty  o ffice  sta ff. A  m o tio n  w as  

m ade  th a t "T H E  T H R E E  C A T E G O R IE S  
O F  G R O U P S  E L IG IB LE  T O  R E C E IV E  
T H E  S E R V IC E S  W O U L D  B E  N E W  

M E M B E R S , C U R R E N T M E M B E R S  

A N D  N O N -P R O F IT  O R G A N IZ A T IO N S . 
R E Q U E S T S  F R O M  F O R  P R O F IT  

O R G A N IA Z A T IO N S  W O U L D  BE 

B R O U G H T  B E F O R E  T H E  E X E C U T IV E  
C O M M IT T E E  FO R  C O N S ID E R A T IO N ." 
T he  m otion  w as  se co n d e d  a n d  p a ssed .

MSPC Coordinating Council:
Dr. H aw k ins  in fo rm ed  th e  B oard  

th a t th e  S oc ie ty  had fo rm e d  co u n ty  
and  leg is la tive  d is tric t leve l 
com m ittees  to  increase 
m em bersh ip  invo lvem en t in the  
po litica l p rocess.

Infant Mortality:
Dr. H aw k ins  repo rted  on  a 

recen t artic le  in the  T acom a N ew s 
T ribune  conce rn ing  h igh in fan t 
m orta lity  ra tes  na tiona lly .

H e inqu ired  rf th is  w as  an issue 
in  P ie rce  C ounty. Dr. M oses no ted  
tha t he w o u ld  ra ise  th e  issue  at the  
S ou thw est P ed ia tric  S oc ie ty  
M ee ting  on  June  19 and repo rt back 
to  the  Board.

Closed Staff Hospital Policy;
The m atte r o f a  local hosp ita l 

poss ib ly  cons ide ring  estab lish ing  a 
c losed  staff”  po licy  w as  raised.

Follow ing a  pe riod  o f d iscu ss io n  a 
m otion  w as  m ade that "A 

R E S O LU TIO N  BE F O R M U LA T E D  A N D  
S E N T  TO  H O S P ITA L  

A D M IN IS T R A T O R S , P R E S ID E N TS

H O S P IT A L  B O A R D  O F  DIRECTORS 
A N D  M E D IC A L  S T A F F  PRESIDENTS 

S T A T IN G  T H E  M E D IC A L  SOCIETY'S 
O P P O S IT IO N  T O  A  "CLOSED STAFF” 

P O L IC Y . (S ee  N ew sbrie f section, 
p a g e  5).

T he  m o tio n  w a s  seconded and 
u n a n im o u s ly  passed.

A s  th e re  w a s  no fu rthe r 

b u s in e s s  to  conduc t, the  meeting 

w a s  a d jo u rn e d  a t 9 :!5 p.m .

R obert B. Whitney,MD 
S e cre ta ry /T  reasurer

Golf Tournament.
Y ou  a re  co rd ia lly  invited to 

a tte nd  th e  T a c o m a  G enera l Hospital 
A u x ilia ry  16 th  A n n u a l G olf Tournament 
o f F riday , S ept. 5 , 1986, at the Fircrest 
G o lf C lub. F o r m ore  in form ation please 
ca ll F und  D eve lopm en t, 597-7791.

Crossroads Treatment Center

Alcoholism
A  P ro g ra m  D e s ig n e d  to  Provide 
C o m p re h e n s iv e  T rea tm en t for 
A ll F a ce ts  o f  A lco h o lism

P h y s ic ia n  D irec ted

F a m ily  T re a tm e n t Included

C o s t E ffe c tive  O utpatien t 
P ro g ra m

C o v e re d  b y  m an y  Health 
In s u ra n c e  P lans

FO R  IN FO R M A TIO N  
C O N TA C T;

T ed  B e rn in g , A dm in is tra to r 
5 9 0 9  O rc h a rd  St. West 

T a c o m a , W A  98467

(206) 473-7474

CROSSROADS
TR EATM ENT
CENTER

A n Approved Washington Alcoholism 
Treatment Facility
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Com m entary
By David S. Hopkins, MD

I know I should be w ritin g  about 
one ot the many prob lem s cu rren tly  
facing American m edicine, bu t it is 
summer and 1 am  just not up to  it. I 
would ratherwrite about w ine . A fe w  
weeks ago a friend of m ine w h o  is 
interested in w ines invited m e to  a  
gathering of w ine connoisseurs. T he  
group meets each m onth  a t a  d iffe ren t 
member's home to partake  o f good  
food and sample fine  w ine. T h is g e t-  
togetherwas at a lovely coun try  hom e 
near Orting with an area on the  
grounds for skeet shooting, croquet 
set up on the lawn and a  trou t pond  
stocked with huge rainbow  trout.

I must admit that, w ith  my 
supermarket know ledge o f w ines, I had 
some misgivings about m ingling  w ith  
wine experts, but my fea rs  w ere  
somewhat alaid by the love ly pastora l 
setting and the warm  w e lcom e from  the  
host and the congenial guests. I d id  
quite well early in the  evening, toss ing  
off bon mots and non sequ iturs w ith  
aplomb and giving m edica l advice th a t 
was worth about w hat th e  lis tene r w as  
paying for it.

Soon the buffet w as  served, the  
wine sampling began in earnest, and  I 
was in trouble. I sam pled the  firs t w ine  
and proclaimed it tasty. T h e fe llo w  
standing next to me stared a t m e and 
said, "Dont you find it a  b it 'flabby '? "
The wine was "flabby"? I m um bled  
something about there p robab ly be ing  
a little flabbiness there and m oved on . I 
poured myself a d ifferent w ine  and, 
once again trying to m ake 
conversation, com m ented to  o n e  o f 
the women in the group tha t I tho ug h t 
this wine was quite good. She s ta red  
at me in disbelief and then, obv ious ly  
searching for a word tha t w o u ld  not 
totally destroy me said, "It is  an 
'interesting'wine." I w a lked ou t to  th e  
trout pond to watch them  snare  th e  
beautiful, fat trout.

Next it was dessert tim e, and  a s  I 
was settled back in a chaise lounge 
with my dessert wine, som eone 
commented, rather po intedly, "Y ou

c a n t le t th a t w in e  s it a round, you  know . 
It loses its 'nose '." I po lish e d  it o ff in a 
fe w  gu lps  and  le ft to  jo in  th e  c roq u e t 
m atch  w h e re , now  com p le te ly  
u n nerved , I w o n  the  H onorab le  
M en tion  Last P lace  ribbon.

Fate  m ust have  d ra w n  m e to  th e  
s tudy  w h e re  on a  ta b le  I no ticed  severa l 
issues o f a  m agaz ine  th a t b illed  itse lf as 
a "w ine  love rs  gu ide  to  fine  w in e s" and 
w a s  loaded  w ith  d e scrip tive  ad jec tives 
fo rv a r io u s  w in e s . A fte r f if te e n  m inutes 
o f in tens ive  c ram m in g  I e m erged  ready 
fo r th e  G rap e  W ars.

I m oved  eas ily  th rough  the  
crow d  sam p ling  w in e s  right and  le ft and 
to ss in g  o ff a d jec tives  like "saucy," 
" im puden t," “pu n ish in g ," "oakey ,” and 
"cedary ." I to ld  o n e  w o m an  he r w ine

w as "tigh t," "rounded," w ith  a "good 
b a ck  b o n e " and  g rea t ’’nose ," but 
judg ing  from  th e  look on  her face  I'm 
not sure  she  rea lized  I w as  ta lk ing 
about th e  w ine . I even had  a chance  to 
use  a  line, th a t I had been  sav ing  fo r 
yea rs , from  th e  o ld  m ovie  "K ind  Hearts 
and  C orone ts" w h e n  I described  one 
w in e  as having, "a ll the  exuberance  of 
C h a u c e rw ith o u tth e  concom itan t 
crud ities  o f his pe riod ." I w as  on  such a 
roll th a t I even  began m aking  up  my 
o w n  ad jectives like "lugubrious" and 
"unc tuous" and "w icked ."

N ow  tha t I kn o w  how  to  p lay  the  
g a m e  I'm  looking  fo rw a rd  to  the  next 
encoun te r, bu t I m ay just dec ide  to end 
th e  even ing  be fo re  it s ta rts  b y  saying, 
"I'll h a v e a b e e r . " *

o

o Medical Office Management
o

Systems and Software

o M e d - P a k

o
‘‘It will do what you want it to do!”

100% chance of success

o "T H E  FUTURE" -

321 M e r id ia n  S. P u ya llu p , W A

o M o n-F ri 10-6, Sat 10-5

8 4 5 -9 6 7 3

o
O ver 18 years experience in M ed ica l O ffice

M anagem ent to  he lp  solve your needs

o
Featuring Epson E qu ity  Series

o
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The Hustler
By Mavis Kallsen

First appeared in The Bulletin, Feb. , 1976.

T h e  p ro sp e rity  o f P ie rce  C oun ty  
and T aco m a 's  o w n  m ag n ifice n ce  in 
1890 w e re  ph e no m e n a  o f th e  tim es.
The new ly  a p p lie d  use  o f s te a m  in  the  
w oods  and  th e  n e w  m illing  dev ices, 
com b ined  w ith  T a c o m a ’s  p o rt and 
ra ilroad  fac ilities , c rea te d  a c lim a te  fo r 
innova tion  and  expans ion . T he 
o p p o rtu n itie s  w e re  he re  fo r tradesm en , 
bu s inessm en  a n d  p ro fess iona ls  w ith  
new  ideas  and the  e ne rgy  to  app ly  
them . P ie rce  C oun ty  w a s  a  fron tie r in 
industria l m ed ic ine  and  th e  p a th finde r 
w a s  J a m e s  R eed  Y ocom .

D octo r Y o co m  w a s  a  new  breed  
o f p io n e e r phys ic ian . H e  w a s  the  first 
to  succe ss fu lly  app ly  p rac tica l bus iness 
m ethods to  the  hea lth -ca re  needs of 
th e  w o rk in g m a n  and  p rov ide  
exce llence  in p ro fess io n a l ca re . D octo r 
C .E .C ase ’s ch a rg e s  w e re  g ross ly  in 
e rro r in th a t it w o u ld  have  been 
im poss ib le  fo r  Y o co m  to  do  any th ing  in 
an  'ung e n tle m an ly  m anne r1...he w a s  a 
gen tlem an  o f c lass.

T he  Y o co m  fa m ily  had se ttled  
ea rly  in  th e  A m e rican  co lon ies , and  as 
ju ris ts , m in is te rs  and  eng in ee rs  had 
reached  e m ine n ce  in  th e  young  
na tion 's  h is to ry. D o c to rY o c o m ’s 
g ra n d fa th e r ow n e d  o n e  o f th e  la rgest 
iron found rie s  in P enn sy lva n ia  and  his 
fa th e r w a s  E p iscopa l m in is te r o f St. 
A n d rew 's  on  S ta ten  Island.

D octo r Y o co m  rece ived  his 
deg ree  in  M ed ic ine  at H a rva rd  in 1888, 
then  trave le d  ab ro a d  fo r  a  ye a r's  s tudy 
in  London  and  B erlin . H av ing  
com p le ted  th is  fin e  tra in ing , th e  young  
p hys ic ian  se t ou t to  m ee t the  cha llenge  
o f th e  A m e rican  W est. T h ro u g h  his 
fa m ily “s  fr ien d sh ip  w ith  the  S ta ten  
Is land  V ande rb ilts , then  loca ted  in 
T acom a , Y o c o m  le a rn e d  o f th e  
o pportun ities  he re  fo r  h is  p ro fession . 
H is a rriva l he re  in  late 1890 w as m arked  
b y  h is  b e in g  a d m itte d  a s  m em ber o f the 
M S P C  w ithou t th e  u sua l s ix -m o n lh

w a itin g  pe riod .
T acom a 's  m ode rn  new  hosp ita l 

had  ju s t been  co m p le te d  a t a  cost 
o v e ru n o f$ 1 2 ,0 0 0 . In s p ite o f th e  
p ro sp e rity  o f th e  area, the  hosp ita l w a s  
in  d ire  financ ia l s tra its. D oc to r 
M cC utcheon  then  spen t m ore  tim e  on  
fin a n ces  th a n  he w ish e d  to , and  had 
h ired  Dr. G ran t H icks  to  assist as house  
surgeon.

O ld docum en ts  s h o w th e  
prog ress ion  o f the  hosp ita l's  f in a n c ia l 
pa ttern  lead ing to the  firs t'hosp ita l 
con trac ts .' T he  hosp ita l in O ld  T ow n  
had ope ra ted  on the  incom e from  
'sund ry  donations, sundry  pa tien ts  and 
th e  P ierce C o u n ty '.' (There w a s  one 
en try  in I884 o f $30 .00  fo r the  sa le  o f a 
cow !) T he  m arine  H osp ita l began 
m aking  paym en ts  in I886 fo r the  care  o f 
s ick  and in ju red  seam en, and  in I888 
the  N .P . R a ilroad  com m enced  
paym en ts  fo rc a re  of the ir in jured 
w o rkm en . W hen  th e  new  hosp ita l 
opened  in I889 the  p rog ress ive  Saint 
P au l and T aco m a  m ill assum ed 
respons ib ility  to r the  hosp ita l ca re  of 
em p loyees in ju red  on the  job. In 1891 
S a in t P au l and T aco m a  en te red  into an 
ag reem ent w ith  the  hosp ita l insuring  
th is  care  in the  event of fu ture  
acc iden ts  in the m ill o r in th e  logg ing  
cam ps subs id ia ry  to the  m ill at spec ified  
rates. T he  ag reem ent w a s  d raw n  by 
staff phys ic ians M cC utcheon , H icks 
and  Yocom . A  yea r la te r th is  
ag reem ent, o r  'hosp ita l con tract' w as 
extended  to  co ve r illness as w e ll as 
in jury, w as p ro ra led  and a sm all sum  
w as deduc ted  from  the  w o rker's  w a g e s  
fo r him , in w ha t is be lieved  to  have 
b een  the  firs t p re -pa id  m ed ica l p lan  in 
th is  country.

Th is  ingen ious p lan  w o rked  w e ll 
to  s tab ilize  the  shaky  financ ia l s truc tu re  
o f the  hospital, and it w o rked  w e ll fo r 
m ill o w ne rs  w h o  w e re  n o w  a ssu re d  of 
be ing  able to  h ire  and m ain ta in  th e  best

c re w s  on  th e  ba s is  o f th is  fringe 
b enefit.

B e g in n in g  in O c tober of 1891 
th e  p h y s ic ia n s  a ttend ing  these 
"co n tra c t p a tie n ts " a t the  hospital were 
co m p e n sa te d  fo r  th e ir  services on a 
fe e -sh a rin g  b a s is , a lthough  it was 
p u b lic ly  p ro c la im e d  th a t these 
p h ys ic ia n s ' se rv ic e s  w e re  free. These 
p h ys ic ia n s  w e re  re fe rred  to  as 'regular 
s ta ff p h ys ic ia n s ' a n d  th e  hospital 
c h a rg e s  in c lu d e d th e ir  sen/ices at the 
sa m e  ra te  a s  es ta b lish ed  in the fee 
sch e d u le  ad o p te d  b y  th e  Medical 
S o c ie ty  o f P ie rce  C oun ty  tha t year.

D o c to r Y o co m  w as appointed by 
th e  C ity  C o u n c il as H ea lth  Officer for 
th e  c ity  in 1891 a t a  sa la ry  o f $900 
annua lly , and  rem a ined  in  th is position 
th re e  yea rs . In I892 a  hosp ita l contract 
w a s  m ade  w ith  th e  c ity ’s Department of 
P ub lic  W o rks , sp ec ify ing  th a t all 'city 
pa tie n ts ' m ay  be  u n d e rth e  special 
ch a rg e  o f th e  re g u la r C ity Physician 
(D o c to r Y o c o m ). D u ring  th is  time 
D o c to r Y o co m  w a s  a lso  retained by the 
N .P . P a c ific  R a ilro a d  as com pany 
su rgeon , p re su m a b ly  adm inistering the 
ho sp ita l co n tra c ts  th e  railroad made 
p rio r to  th e  o p e n in g  o f th e  N.P. 
ho sp ita l in I904. T he  la rgest wood 
p ro d u c ts  m an u fa c tu rin g  firm  in the 
S ta te , th e  W h e e le r-O sg o od  Company 
o f T a co m a , e n te re d  in to  a sim ilar 
co n tra c t a rra n g e m e n t w ith  both 
hosp ita ls  in I893.

In I893  th e  F ann ie  Paddock 
H osp ita l o ffe re d  co n tra c ts  fo r full 
m ed ica l a n d  ho sp ita l ca re  to the 
m a s te rs  o f fo re ig n  sh ip s  entering the 
P ort... w ith  a  'S p e c ia l O ffe r'...fo r 
$ 3 6 .0 0  the  H o sp ita l ag reed  to 'furnish 
h o sp ita l and  m e d ica l ca re  to  the crew of 
sa id  ve sse l w h ile  in po rt.' The modern 
h o sp ita l fa c ility  b o a s te d  a  staff of twelve 
o u ts ta n d in g  p h ys ic ia n s  w hose  services 
w e re  a d ve rtise d  f re e  o f charge ' to 
p a tie n ts  o f th e  ho sp ita l. T hese
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nhysicians were listed by name. The 
other physicians of the area used the 
hospitals for private patients but were 
not considered to be ’regular staff 
physicians' and so were not involved in 
the framework of the hospital contracts, 
thus delineating the doctors engaged 
in ’Contract Practice' from the other 
who were not.

At the time, the Medical Society 
of Pierce County was mostly 
concerned with the prosecution of 
'illegal practitioners’ in the County, and 
in 1891, the year of the advent of 
Contract Practice, the Medical Society 
of Pierce County carried on a veritable 
crusade against the practitioners 
outside the new laws of Medical 
Licensure. By B95 the problem of 
illegal practitioners had been 
compounded by the entrance of these 
untrained mercenaries into the field of 
Contract Practice, and the lodge 
Contracts'appeared.

It's questionable whether the 
Hospital Contracts had been ethical, 
since the doctors were involved on a 
fee-sharing basis. The Lodge 
Contracts were for physicians services 
orty, pro-rated as insurance and as 
administered were probably illegal as 
well as unethical. The Medical Society 
of Pierce County was in the 
embarrassing position of being unable 
to bring down the Lodge Contracts 
without jeopardizing the Hospital 
Contracts that ther leadership held.

The Contract Practice concept 
was truly the 'intricate proposition' 
DoctorCurrandescribedittobe. Most 
employers held liability indemnity 
policies to protect themselves against 
toss in industrial accidents. In this area 
these didn't benefit either the 
company or the worker because...the 
high accident rates in the mflls, on the 
docks and in the Jogging camps 
caused the insurance companies to 
reluctantly pay these indemnities 
without being forced to by court 
decisions. It worked better for the 
employers to contract directly for the 
hospital and medical care of their 
workers than to fuss with legal tees and 
court hearings. The indemnity 
companies then voiced objection to 
the Hospital Contracts.
. The enterprising Doctor Yocom,
in nis singular style, soon had entered 
wo contracts himself wtth the four

primary Indemnity insurance 
companies in the area as their 
examining physician.

By the turn of the century,
Yocom was known as the real hustler. 
As Doctor McCrery recalled later...’It 
was characteristic of Yocom that he was 
always going into some new scheme.' 
Yocom was a 'regular staff' member and 
on the advisory boards of both 
hospitals (engaged incontract practice 
at both), was chief surgeon forthe N.P. 
Railroad, examining physician for the 
four insurance companies and on the 
legislative committee of the State 
Medical Associaton. When Saint 
Peter's hospital opened in Olympia, 
Yocom assisted Drs. Redpath and 
Ingram in establishing the same form of 
hospital contracts with the mills and 
logging camps in that area. Yocom 
made contracts with the Tacoma 
Eastern Railroad (later Milwaukee 
Railroad) and the Tacoma Smelter. 
Meanwhile he lectured and gave 
demonstrations on industrial safety 
standards and first aid at the mills and 
out in the logging camps.

Yocom had maintained his 
friendships at the Eastern medical 
schools, and through the years he 
disciplined himself to a program of 
continuous self-education by traveling 
frequently to keep abreast of the new 
advancements in medicine and 
surgery. He often visited the Mayo 
Brothers to learn first hand their new 
techniques.

His contemporaries in the 
Medical Society viewed the energetic 
Doctor Yocom's enterprises as being of 
a high standard of professionalism. 
Doctor Keho, whose father arrived a 
yearafterYocom,describes Doctor 
Yocom as hard-working and dedicated. 
His wife, a nurse at the early Saint 
Joseph's hospital, recalls that when the 
pink slips, or 'hospital tickets,' issued to 
the insured workers began to arrive in 
the wards after a mill accident, the 
nurses would ready themselves to 
'really hustle' because Doctor Yocom 
would soon arrive.

When Doctor C.E. Case's 
vitriolic charges ruptured the burlap 
and let the issue of Contract Practice 
out of the bag and into dispute in the 
Medical Society, Doctor Wagner left 
the country for two years for a healthier 
climate, and Grant Hicks quit industrial

medicine and limited his practice 
thereafter to a specialty he was 
especially gifted for...the treatment of 
women. The young doctor Curran, 
who had been an associate of Yocom's 
for two years, quit the practice of 
medicine forthe time being and went 
back to the woods to become a logger.

Doctor Cases’s charges erred in 
his use of the term ’ungentlemanly’, 
but perhaps the context of his charges 
approached validity. The inherent 
p re ju d ice  a g a ins t o rg a n iza tio n  o f a ny  
kind within medicine and the abuses of 
the contract concept by those 
mercenaries engaged in Lodge 
Contract work had long before arrived 
at the flash point within the Medical 
Society.

Doctors McCutcheon, Yocom, 
Wagner, Hicks and Coleman had 
instituted a most humane plan and 
administered it quite professionally. 
Industrial medicine was a fact of life, as 
was the necessity of maintaining the 
hospitals. The economics of Pierce 
County were percularily adapted to the 
idea of pre-paid healthcare, and this is 
where the idea was first put to use. ■

pf^DIAPER R A S H t l
IS NOT A WAY OF LIFE
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a random  sample o f o u r d iapers is 
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Changes in the Law 
Governing Medical Discipline
By Richard T. Vimont, MD

T he  leg is la tu re  o f th e  S ta te  o f 
W a sh in g ton  d u rin g  th e  las t 

leg is la tive  s e ss io n  e n a c te d  th e  
U n ifo rm  D isc ip lina ry  A c t (U D A) 

w h ich  m ake s  seve ra l ch a n ge s  in  the  
law  re la tive  to  th e  M ed ica l 
D isc ip lina ry  B o a rd  (M D B ). T he  

U D A  app lies  no t o n ly  to  th e  p ractice  
o f m ed ic ine  bu t a lso  to  m ost o f the  
o th e r licensed  hea lth  ca re  
p rac titione rs  in th e  S ta te  o f 
W ash ing ton .

T he  a c ts  o r  co n d itio ns  
c o n s t itu t in g "Unprofessional 
Conduct"h a v e  b e e n  res ta te d  w ith  

m any  a dd itions  and  m od ifica tions.
If a fte r app rop ria te  p rescribed  
p rocedures, th e re  is a  fin d in g  th a t a 

license  ho ld e r o r  app lican t has 
com m itted  Unprofessional Conduct 
o r  is u n ab le  to  p rac tice  w ith  
reasonab le  sk ill and  sa fe ty  d u e  to  a 
phys ica l o r  m en ta l co n d itio n , th e  
d isc ip lin ing  au tho rity  m ay issue  an 
o rd e r rang ing  fro m  ce n su re  o r 
rep rim and  to  re vo ca tio n  o f th e  
license . A  p ra c tice  m ay  be 
res tr ic te d  o r m on ito red .
C o rre c tive  ac tio n  m ay be  taken. 
R em ed ia l e d u ca tio n  o r  trea tm e n t 
m ay  be  requ ired  a n d  fines  m ay  be 
im posed . In d e te rm in in g  w h a t 
sanc tions  are  approp ria te , firs t 
cons id e ra tio n  m ust be  g ive n  to  
p ro tec tion  o f th e  pub lic . A fte r th is  
is p rov id e d , requ ire m e n ts  de s ig n ed  
to  rehab ilita te  th e  license  h o ld e r o r 
app lican t m ay  be incuded. F o r th e  

m ed ica l p ro fe ss io n  th e  d isc ip lin ing  
au tho rity  is  th e  M ed ica l D isc ip lina ry  
B o a rd  (M D B ).

T h e  fo llo w in g  is  a  condensa tion  
o f conduc t, ac ts  o r co n d itio ns  
co n s titu tin g  unprofessional conduct.

1. T he  co m m iss io n  o f a n y  act 

invo lv ing  m ora l tu rp itude , 
d ish o n e s ty  o r  co rru p tio n  re la ting  

to  th e  p rac tice  o f th e  p e rson 's  

p ro fess ion ;
2. M is rep resen ta tion  o r 

co n ce a lm e n t o f a  m a te ria l fa c t in  

ob ta in ing  a  license  o r  in 

re ins ta tem en t th e re o f;
3. F raudu len t o r  m is le a d ing  

adve rtis ing ;
4. Incom petence , ne g lig e nce  o r 

unsa fe  p ractice ;
5. R evoca tion, susp e ns ion  o r 

restric tion  o f the  ind iv idua l's  
license to  p ractice  by co m p e te n t 
au tho rity  in any  sta te , fe d e ra l or 
fo re ign  ju risd ic tion ;

6. T he  p o ssess ion , use,
p rescrip tion  fo r  u se  o r

d is tribu tio n  o f con tro lled  
subs tan ce s  o r legend  d rugs o th e r 
th a n  fo r  leg im ate  o r the rapeu tic  
pu rposes. T he  add ic tion  to  o r 
d ive rs ion  o f con tro lled  substances 
o r  legend  drugs. T he  v io la tion  o f 
any d ru g  law. P rescrib ing  

con tro lled  subs tances  fo ro n e s e lf ;
7. V io la tion  o f any  sta te  o r  

Federa l s ta tu te  o r  leg is la tive  rule 
regu la ting  the  m ed ica l p ro fess ion  
o r  de fin ing  o r es tab lish ing

s tanda rds  of pa tien t care , p ro fess iona l 
conduct o r p ractice ;

8. Failure  to  coopera te  w ith  the
M D B  by:

1. N o t fu rn ish ing  any papers  
o r docum ents ;

2 . F a ilu re  to  fu rn ish  in 
w riting  a  fu ll and  com p le te  

exp lana tion  cove ring  the  

m a tte r con ta ined  in  the

c o m p la in t f ile d  w ith  the 
M D B ;

3. N o t respond ing  to a 
su b p o e n a  issued  by the 
M D B ;

9 . F a ilu re  to  co m p ly  w ith  an 
o rd e r  is s u e d  b y  th e  M D B  o r an 

a s s u ra n c e  o f d iscon tinuance  
e n te re d  in to  w ith  th e  M DB;

10. A id in g  o r  abe tting  an 

u n lic e n s e d  p e rso n  to  p ractice  when 
a license  is  requ ired ;

11. V io la tio n  o f rules 
e s ta b lis h e d  b y  a n y  hea lth  agency;

12. P ra c tice  b e yo n d  th e  scope of 

p ra c tice  a s  d e fin e d  b y  law  or rule;
13. M is re p re sen ta tio n  orfraud 

in  any  a sp e c t o f th e  conduct of the 
b u s in e ss  o r  p ro fess ion ;

14. F a ilu re  to  adequate ly  

s u p e rv ise  a u x ilia ry  s ta ff to  the 
e x te n t th a t th e  con su m e r's  health 
o r  sa fe ty  is a t risk;

15. E n g a g in g  in a  profession 

in vo lv in g  c o n ta c t w ith  th e  public 
w h ile  s u ffe rin g  fro m  a contagious 

o r  in fe c tio u s  d ise a se  invo lv ing 
se rio u s  r is k  to  p u b lic  h e a lth ;

16. P ro m o tio n  fo r  persona l 
g a in  o f a n y  u n n e ce ssa ry  o r 
in e ffica c io us  d rug , device, 
trea tm e n t, p ro ce d u re  o rse rv ice ;

17. C o n v ic tio n  ( inc lud ing  plea 

o f g u ilty  a n d  n o le  con tende re ) of 
a n y  g ro s s  m is d e m e a n o r o r  felony 

re la tin g  to  th e  p ra c tice  o f medicine;
18. T h e  p ro c u rin g  o r  a id ing or 

a b e ttin g  in  p ro c u rin g  a crim ina l 
abo rtion ;

19. T h e  o ffe rin g , undertak ing 

o r  a g re e in g  to  cu re  o r  trea t disease 

b y  a  s e c re t m e th o d , p rocedure,
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treatment o r m edicine o r  the  
treating, operating o r  p rescrib ing  
for any health cond ition  b y  a  
method, means o r p rocedu re  w h ich  
the licensee refuses to  d ivu lge  upon
demand of the  M D B;

20. The w ilfu l be traya l o f a  
physician-patient p riv ilege  as 

recognized by law ;
21. Violation o f chap te r 19.68 

RCW (rebating by p rac titione rs  of 

the healing professions);
22. ir.'e rfe rencew ithan  

investigation o r d isc ip linary 

proceeding by witful 
misrepresentation o f fac ts  be fo re  

the MDB or its authorized 
representative o r by th e  use  of 
threats or harassm ent aga ins t any  
patient or w itness to  p reven t them  
from providing ev idence in a 
disciplinary proceeding o r any 
other legal action;

23. Drunkeness o r  hab itua l 
intemperance in the use  o f a lcoho l 
or addiction to alcohol;

24. Abuse of a c lien t o r  pa tient 
or sexual contact w ith  a  c lien t o r 
patient;

As you will note these  are 
practice related and shou ld  
eliminate such th ings as th e  M DB 
being required to  deal w ith  
irregularities in autom obile  
licensing by physicians. T hese 
cover a wide variety o f s itua tions, 
some of which are quite spec ific  and 
others which require in form ed 
judgment. Due to the  specific  
nature of many of the de fin itions, 
unprofessional conduct m ay be 
established beyond question , bu t the  
MDB still has w ide latitude 
concerning the action to b e  ta ke n  as 
long as the public is protected.
After public protection has been 

assured rehabilitative p rocedures 
are appropriate and m ay be 
mandated as a condition of 
licensure.

There is little change in the 
treatment of the physician w ith  a 
mental or physical d isab ility

u n d e r th e U D A . P ro tec tion  o f th e  

pub lic  is  still th e  firs t 
cons ide ra tion . R ehab ilita tion  w hen  
poss ib le  is  exp e c te d  a n d  th e  U D A  
spec ifica lly  p ro v id e s  th a t "An 
ind iv idua l a ffec ted  under th is  
se c tio n  sha ll a t reasonab le  
in te rva ls  be  a ffo rded  an 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  d e m o n s tra te  th a t the  
ind iv idua l can  resum e com pe ten t 
p rac tice  w ith  reasonab le  sk ill and  
sa fe ty  to  th e  co n su m e r." C lose ly  

re la ted  to  th is  is  a  M on ito red  
T re a tm e n t P rog ram  n o w  in e ffect. 
T h is  is  pa tte rn e d  a fte r a  successfu l 
p ro g ra m  in O reg o n  a n d  w a s  
d e ve lo pe d  th ro u g h  th e  W S M A  w ith  
th e  co opera tion  o f th e  d isc ip lina ry  
board . It pe rm its  a  p hys ic ian  w ith  
an a lcoho l p ro b le m  to  e n te rth e  
p ro g ra m  w ith o u t it b e co m in g  a

d isc ip lin a ry  m a tte r w ith  
accom pany ing  pub lic ity . As long as 
he  o r she  rem a ins  u n d e r the  
p ro g ra m  w ith  approp ria te  
m on ito ring  and  d o e s  no t revert 
th e re  w ill be  no d isc ip lina ry  action 

re la tive  to  the  a lcoho l prob lem .
T h is  has e ncouraged  phys ic ians  to 
o b ta in  he lp  be fo re  th e y  have caused 
h a rm  to  th e ir  p a tien ts  o r 
them se lves.

S H B 1950, w a s  a lso  passed 
d u rin g  th e  last leg is la tive  session  
and  is now  law . T h is  p rov ides  fo r 
th re e  con su m e r m em bers  o f the 
b o a rd ra th e r th a n o n e . T h e b o a rd  
w ill cons is t of a  phys ic ian  from  
ea ch  o f the  e igh t congress iona l 
d is tric ts , th re e  p u b lic  m em bers  
appo in ted  b y  th e  g o ve rn o r and one 
non-vo ting  m e m b e rfro m th e

C ontinued on fo llow ing page
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Changes In the Law  
Governing Medical Discipline

d e p a rtm e n t o f licens ing .
H osp ita ls  a re  requ ired  b y  th is  

law  to  m a in ta in  a  co o rd in a te d  

p ro g ra m  fo r  th e  id e n tifica tion  and 

p re ve n tio n  o f m e d ica l m a lp rac tice . 
M uch  o f th e  p ro g ra m  o u tlin e d  in 

c o n s id e ra b le  d e ta il in  th e  la w  is 
a lready  b e in g  ca rrie d  o u t in  the  
la rge r hosp ita ls . A  p e rso n  w h o  

p a rtic ip a te s  o n  th e  q u a lity  

a ssu ra n ce  co m m itte e  sha ll n o t be 
sub jec t to  an ac tio n  fo r  c iv il 

d a m a g e s  o r  o th e r  re lie f as a  resu lt 
o f such  ac tiv ity  a cco rd ing  to  th is  
leg is la tion . T he re  a re  a lso  o th e r 

p rov is ions  fo rk e e p in g  eva lua tions  
o f a  rev iew  co m m itte e  fro m  be ing  
u se d  in a c iv il action . T h e  M D B  

m ay  rev iew  and  a u d it th e  reco rd s  o f 
co m m itte e  d e c is io n s  in  w h ic h  a  

p h ys ic ia n 's  p riv ile g es  are  
te rm in a te d  o r  res tric ted .
In fo rm a tion  g a in e d  by th e  M D B  
fro m  th e se  reco rds  is  no t su b je c t to  
th e  d isco ve ry  p ro ce ss  and  
con fiden tia lity  sha ll be  resp e c te d  as 

requ ired .
A  lice n se d  phys ic ian  is  now  

requ ired  to  repo rt to  th e  M D B  w hen 
he  o r  she  has  p e rsona l know ledge  
tha t a  p rac tic in g  p h ys ic ia n  has 
e ith e rc o m m itte d  an  a c t o r acts 
w h ich  m a y  cons titu te  s ta tu to rily  

de fin ed  u n p ro fe ss io n a l co n d uc t o r 
th a t a  p rac tic in g  p h ys ic ia n  m ay  be 

unab le  to  p rac tice  m ed ic ine  w ith  
reasonab le  sk ill and  sa fe ty  to  
p a tien ts  b y  reason  o f illness, 
d runke n n e ss , exce ss ive  use  o f 
d rugs , na rco tics , ch em ica ls  o r any 
o th e r typ e  o f m a te ria l o r  as a  
resu lt o f a n y  m en ta l o r phys ica l 

cond itions .
R e p o rtin g  u n d e r th is  sec tio n  is 

n o t requ ired  by.
1. H o sp ita l p e e r rev iew  

co m m itte e  m e m b e rs  o r 
p ro fe ss io n a l rev iew  com m ittee  
m em b e rs  o f th e  m ed ica l 
so c ie ty  d u rin g  th e  investiga tive  
ph a se  o f th e ir  o p e ra tio n s  if these  
in ve s tig a tion s  a re  co m p le ted  in 

a  tim e ly  m anner;

2. A  trea tin g  lice n se d  p h ys ic ia n  

a s  long  a s  th e  p h y s ic ia n  p a tie n t 

a c tiv e ly  p a rtic ip a te s  in  th e  

tre a tm e n t p ro g ra m  a n d  th e  
p h ys ic ia n  p a tie n t's  im p a irm e n t 

d o e s  n o t c o n s titu te  a  c le a r 

and  p re se n t d a n g e r to  th e  p u b lic  
hea lth , sa fe ty  o r  w e lfa re .

T h e  M D B  m ay  im pose  
d isc ip lin a ry  sanc tions , inc lud ing  

license  su sp e ns ion  o r  revoca tion  

fo r  fa ilu re  to  co m p ly  w ith  th is  

section .
P ro fe ss io na l liab ility  insu rance  

ca rrie rs  are  n o w  requ ired  to  se n d  a 
com p le te  rep o rt to  the  M D B  o f a ll 
m a lp rac tice  a w a rd s  in  e xce ss  o f 
tw e n ty  th o usa n d  d o lla rs  w h ich  

resu lt fro m  an action  1or d a m a g e s  
a lleged  to  ha ve  b een  c a u se d  b y  a  
p h ys ic ia n ’s  in co m p e te n cy  o r 
neg ligence  in th e  p ra c tice  o f 

m ed ic ine . T he  ca rrie rs  a re  a lso  
requ ired  to  report th e  p a ym e n t of 
th re e  o r  m ore  c la im s  se ttled  
aga ins t a p hys ic ian  d u rin g  a  yea r 
regard less o f th e  am ount.

T he  ch ie f adm in is tra to r o r 
execu tive  o ffice r o f a  hosp ita l m ust 
report to  th e  M D B  w h e n  a  

phys ic ian 's  c lin ica l p riv ileges  are 
te rm ina ted  o r  res tric ted  b a se d  o n  a  
d e te rm ina tion , in acco rdance  w ith  
an ins titu tion 's  by-law s, th a t a  
p hys ic ian  has  e ith e r co m m itte d  an 
a r t  o r  ac ts  w h ich  m ay cons titu te  
u np ro fess iona l conduc t.

T he  U n ifo rm  D isc ip lina ry  A ct 

a lso  c la rifie s  th e  p rocedu re  lo r  
subm itting  com p la in ts  conce rn ing  
p hys ic ians  and describ e s  the  

p ro cess  w h ich  fo llow s. A  pe rson  
w h o  f ile s  a com p la in t in  good  fa ith  
is im m une  Irom  suit in any  c iv il 
action  re la ted  to the  filing  o r 

con ten ts  o f the  com pla in t. If a fte r 
investiga tion  the  M D B  has reason  to 
b e lieve  tha t the  law  has been 

v io la ted , a s ta tem en t o f cha rges  is 

issued. The  cha rged  license  ho lde r 
o r app lican t then  has  th e  usua l 

rights a ffo rded  to  anyone  accused  o f 

a n  un law fu l act. Th is  inc ludes  the  
right to  appea r pe rsona lly  a n d  to

Continued on next page.
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Changes in the Law
Governing M edical D iscipline

Inqu iries  o r  c o m p la in ts  sh o u ld  

be a dd ressed  to :

P hone : (206) 753 -3779

have counsel present w ith  th e  right 
to produce w itnesses, w h o  w ill be
subject to cross-exam ination, and 

evidence in his or her ow n  behalf, 
to cross-examine w itnesses 

testifying against h im  o r her, to  
examine such docum entary ev idence  

as may be produced aga ins t h im  or 
her, to conduct depositions, and  to  
have subpoenas issued b y  the  

disciplining board.
The MDB also has th e  right to  

issue a summary suspension w h ich  
takes effect im m ediate ly in the  
event this is considered necessary 
forthe public welfare. This is  a lso  
subject to appeal.

This is only a sum m ary o f the  
changes which were m ade in th e  law 
but it hopefully covers the 
principal points of concern to  all 
physicians. If you are in te rested  in 
afu llfextof the legislation, this 
should be available through the 
Department of Licenses. A sk  fo r 
copies of the Uniform Disciplinary 
Act and SHS1950.

The changes m ade w ere 
generally supported by the  W S M A  
and probably reflect today 's  
concern with litigation and the  
image of the medical p ro fess ion.
The MDB recognizes its c learly  
stated duty to protect pub lic  hea lth  
andwelfare. I believe tha t the  
board also recognizes that m ed ic ine  
is not an exact science and tha t 
there will be occasional errors in 
judgment, gaps in know ledge and 
other human factors w h ich  w ill 
result in poor results and 

dissatisfaction. These m atte rs are 
properly settled by reasonable 
litigation. I feel that the board  is 
and should be concerned w ith  
unprofessional conduct and 

impairment that goes beyond the  
inevitable imperfections of those  
knowledgeable physic ians w ho  
conscientiously practice good 
medicine.

D e pa rtm en t o f L icens ing  
D iv is ion  of P ro fess iona l L icensing  
P.O . B ox 9649  

O lym pia , W A  98504  
A ttn . M ed ica l D isc ip lina ry  B oard

Dr. Richard Vimont is a member of (he 
Medical Disciplinary Board.

■ I  H e a l t h  E d u c a t i o n a l  S y s t e m s  ■

D o c t o r s  a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s . . .  P la n  F o r  T o m o r r o w !

We c a n  o f f e r  y o u  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  
f o r  t h e  m e d i c a l  a n d  i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
a r e a s :

* I n s u r a n c e  C l a i m s  * M e d i c a l  T e r m i n o l o g y
* C l a i m s  C o d in g  * I B M  P C *  O p e r a t i o n  a n d  D a t a  E n t r y

W i t h :  R e s u m e s  fo r  Y o u r  R e v ie w . . .  O n Site  I n te rv ie w in g  F a c i l i t i e s . ..
P e r s o n a l i z e d  S c r e e n i n g . . .  C o s t  F r e e  S e rv ic e .. .

C o n ta c t :

H ealth
E ducatio n al

Sy stem s

L Y D I A  H E R N A N D E Z  
( 2 0 6 )  4 7 5 -1 9 8 0

7030 South Sprague, Tacoma, WA 98409

‘ I B M  is a  re g i s t e r e d  t r a d e m a r k  of  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B u sin e s s  M a c h i n e s  C o r p o r a t i o n

Tacoma 
Medical 

Transcription

We save you time and money!
T a c o m a  M e d ic a l T ra n s c r ip t io n  h as  q u a lif ie d  tra n s c n p t io n is ts  w ith  e x p e r ie n c e  m 
a ll p h a s e s  o f m e d ic a l tra n s c r ip t io n  fro m  H & P s , c h a rt n o te s  a nd  o p e ra tiv e  re po rts  
to  s c ie n tif ic  p a p e rs  a nd  g e n e ra l c o rre s p o n d e n c e

W ith  o u r s ta te  o f th e  a rt e q u ip m e n t and  e x p e rt is e , w e c a n  fu lfill a ll you r 
tra n s c r ip tio n  n e e d s  q u ic k ly , e ff ic ie n t ly  a nd  w ith  g u a ra n te e d  a c c u r a c y

Tacoma Medical Transcription offers

P ro m p t tu rn a ro u n d  •  F re e  d a ily  d e liv e ry  •  W o rd  p ro c e s s in g  
S T A T  d ic ta t io n  •  P h o to c o p y  s e rv ic e  •  G u a ra n te e d  c o n fid e n tia lity  

2 4 -h o u r  p h o n e - in  d ic ta t io n  a n y  p ho n e , a n y  tim e , a n yw h e re

Call: 475-1141
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Dear Editor,
in  sp ile  o f th e  g re a t a d va n ce s  of 

m ode rn  m e d ica l s c ie n c e , w e  are  now  
w itn e ss in g  a p ro fo u n d  c ris is  in hea lth  
care . W e a re  los ing  the  w a ro n  c a n c e r 
and th e  D o c to r's  im a ge  is  at an  alt tim e  
low . T he  ub iq u itou s  na tu re  o f 
m a lp rac tice  is a  re fle c tio n  o f the  
pa rano ia  o f th e  d ay . H e a lth  c o s ts  have 
skyrocke ted , ye t w e  are  no  hea lth ie r 
than  F ranc is  S co tt Key.

T h is  c r is is  has  a p p ea re d  because  
do c to rs  a re  lo s in g  con tro l o f th e ir  ow n  
des tin y  and  u ltim a te ly  th e ir  leadersh ip  
ab ility . W e  a re  be ing  b ra in w a sh e d  and  
b la ckm a iled  in to  a ccep ting  a 
"p re fe rre d " s ta tu s  b y  b u s in e ss  and 
m arke ting  expe rts  w h o  ca re  ab o u t little 
m ore  th a n  a fe w  b a rs  on a  graph.

T h e  w o rd  "D o c to r" c o m e s  from  the  
latin d o ce re  "to  te a c h .” H o w  c a n  w e 
te a ch  w h e n  w e  a re  ca u g h t in an  o u t
da ted  w e b  o f w o r ld  v ie w s  and 
b io log ica l co n ce p ts . T h e  m echan is tic  
C a rte s ia n -N e w to n ian  sc ience  th a t w e 
lea rned  in m ed -sch o o l c a n  no longer 
so lve  p rob lem s. W h a t w e  need  is  a 
new  v is ion  o f rea lity : a  funda m e n ta l 
ch a n ge  in o u r thoug h ts , percep tions, 
and va lues.

D esca rtes  b a se d  h is  v ie w  o f na ture

o n  th e  d iv is ion  o f th e  m ind  a n d  the  
b o d y  (or m a tte r). H e s ta te d  th a t th e  
m a te ria l un ive rse  w a s  a  m a c h in e  and  
e ve ry th in g  co u ld  be  e xp la in e d  in te rm s  
o f th e  a rra n g e m e n t a n d  th e  m ove m e n t 
o f its  pa rts . H e e x te n d e d  th is  
m ech a n is tic  v ie w  o f m a tte r to  liv ing  
o rga n ism s . N e w to n  c a m e  a lo n g  and  
d e ve lo pe d  m a th e m a tica l ru les  to  p la y  
th is  d e te rm in is tic  g a m e  o f na tu re . T he  
g a m e  b o a rd  w a s  th e  th re e -d im e n s io n a l 
spa ce  o f c lass ica l E uc lid ian  g e o m e try . 
E ve ry  m ove  w a s  p red ic tab le . G o d  d id  
no t p la y  d ice. S om e  e ve n  d o u b te d  
th e  need  fo r a g o d  o r g rand  m over.

For D escartes , a  h e a lthy  p e rson  
w a s  a  w e ll m ade  c lock . O b v io u s ly , a  
s ick  p e rso n  had  pa rts  w h ich  w e re  not 
fu n c tion in g  p roperly . O u r cu rre n t 
b iom ed ica l p e rspec tive  is  still 
conce n tra tin g  on  frag m e n ting  the 
body and  rea rrang ing  th e  m o lecu les  o r 
rep lac ing  th e  parts.

H igh -tech  m ed ic ine  m a ke s  sense  
and  c rea tes  lo ts o f revenue . H ow ever, 
w e  are  paying  a  h ig h e r p rice  fo r  th is  
e labora te  m echan is tic  m od e l of hea lth  
and  illness. W e are  los ing  s igh t o f th e  
pa tie n t as a hum an  being.

In tw en tie th  ce n tu ry  phys ics , th e  
un ive rse  is  no lo n g e r p e rce ive d  to  be

a  m a ch in e , b u t e x is ts  as a harmonious 
w h o le . S u b a to m ic  partic les like 
e le c tro n s  o r  qua rks  are  "charming" 

illu s io n s . T h e y  ex is t consciously as 
p a tte rn s  o f e n e rgy , so consciousness 
b e c o m e s  th e  lin k  to  reality. It is reality. 
Illn e sse s  c a n  b e  caused  by a 
m isp e rc e p tio n  o f tim e. G od plays dice.

W e , as phys ic ians , and as 
sc ie n tis ts , a n d  m os t o f all as teachers 
n e e d  to  lea rn  ab o u t o u r "new 
u n iv e rs e ."  W e  n eed  to  understand 
th is  c o s m ic  connec tion . Human 
b e in g s  a re  n o w  seen  as a  bio-dance of 
e n e rg y  in tim a te ly  a n d  inseparably 
c o n n e c te d  w ith in  a  four-dimensional 
c o n tin u u m  ca lle d  space-tim e.

T he se  ideas  a re  not new. (Some 
m e n  kn e w  th e  ea rth  w as  round 
th o u s a n d s  o f y e a rs  be fore  
C o p e rn io u s .) W e are  on  the edge of a 
re vo lu tio n  in  sc ience  and health care. 
L e t it ha p pe n . B e  th e  student now, so 
yo u  c a n  b e  th e  d o c to r of the  future.

Dr. Hugh H. Larkin, Jr.

N o te : D r. L a rk in  is  m ov ing  to the 
M a rsh a ll Is lands to  p ractice  medicine. 
H e  is  c u rre n tly  w ritin g  a screenplay for 
th e  c in e m a . T h e  C o sm ic  Dancer.

Mark your calendar!
January 15, 1987

M edical Leg a l Sym posium
Topics will include:

E xper ien ce  g a in ed  f r o m  M ed ica l  M a lp ra c t ic e  C a se s
P ast  and Future o f  M ed ica l  L iability  In su ran ce
P rob lem s  o f  M ed ica l  R ecord s  a n d  Billing f o r  S erv ic es  Rendered
4  M alpractice  Suit a s  P erson a l  E x p er ien ce



Membership Opinion Survey
1986

Recently the Medical Society sent out a membership 
opinion survey. There were 205 respondents, making a 
34% return. Following are the results of the Sun/ey. 
Should you have any quetions concerning the survey 
you may contact the Medical Society Office, 572-3667.

Question 1. Below are some of the objectives of the Medical 
Society of Pierce County. Please specify whether you think each 
is very important, somewhat important, somewhat unimportant, 

not at all important.

Very Somewhat 
Important Important

Somewhat
Unimportant

Not at all 
Important

Representing physicians before legislative/governmental bodies, 
third party payers and other organizations, such as hospitals, 
business gorups

12%
(8 ranking)

8%
(8 ranking)

1%
(8 ranking)

1%

To provide information to help physicians establish, market and 
manage their practices.

25%
(6 ranking)

49%
(1 ranking)

21%
(2 ranking)

4%

To promote better publlic understanding of medicine 64%
(2 ranking)

28%
(6 ranking)

3%
(6 ranking)

3%

To provide continuing medical education. 44%
(4 ranking)

39%
(4 ranking)

12%
(4 ranking)

3%

To promote social and professional contact between members 18%
(7 ranking)

48%
(2 ranking)

28%
(1 ranking)

4%

To maintain high standards of ethics and professionalsim in 
medical care in Pierce County.

78%
(1 ranking)

17%
(7 ranking)

2%
(7 ranking)

1%

To enhance relations and cooperation between physicians and 
hospitals.

41%
(5 ranking)

42%
(3 ranking)

14%
(3 ranking)

2%

Representing physicians to the news media and the public. 58% 34% 5% 1%

Survey continued 
on next page

Medical Office Space

AVAILABLE

Adjacent to 
St. Joseph Hospital

1360 sq. ft.
All Amenities

Ready to Move into

572-6730

Address Change...

A n n o u n c in g  a new  a dd ress  and 
phone  n u m b e r fo r:
K ev in  E llio tt, M D , In te rna l M ed ic ine  
V a le n c ia  E llio tt, M D , In te rna l M ed ic ine  
C ap ito l S quare , 728  S. 320 th ,
S u ite  B , Federa l W ay, W A  98003 . 
P hone: 8 3 8 -2 8 8 8  F ed e ra l W ay 
927 -0 5 0 9  T acom a .
P a g e :5 9 l-7 6 5 6

Correction

T he  June /Ju ly  issue o f The Bulletin 
repo rted  in the  a rtic le , "A lle rgy 
D iagnostics: A re  C on tem pora ry  in V itro  
M ethods C om parab le  to  S kin  Testing ," 
by Dr. F rank S. V irant, tha t R A S T  and 
M A S T  tes ting  p rov ides  exce llen t 
s p e c ific ity a p p ro a c h in g 8 % . T he  
c o r re c t  p e rc e n ta g e  is  98% .
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Question 2. Some physicians have said that the following trends  
have adversely affected them. How serious a problem is each of 
the following for your practice of medicine? Please specify  
whether each is very serious, somewhat serious, not very 
serious, or not at all serious.

Increased competition for patients from other physicians.

Increased competition for patients from hospitals.

Increased government regulation oi medicine.

Increased use of alternative heafth care systems, such as 
HMOs.PPOs, IPAs, etc.

increased use of allied health personnel fo r  primary care.

Increased costs of malpractice insurance.

Inability of patients to pay for medical care.

In the future, how much emphasis should the Medical Society of 
Pierce County give to  each of the following issues.

Professional liability malpractice issues.

Public image of the medical profession.

Physician/patient educational services 

Alternative Delivery Systems 

Relationships with third party payors 

Cost of health care 

Continuing medical education 

Environmental issues

Issues regarding allied health care providers 

Hospital/medical staff relationship 

Competition in health care

Overall, how informed or uninformed do you  th in k  you gre about 
the Medical Society of Pierce County activ ities.

How frequently do you read The Bulletin.

Would you favor The Bulletin being published  on a quarterly 
basis, if the Society published a monthly newsletter'?

4 T h e  B u l le t in  A u g u s t 1 9 8 6

Very Som ewhat Not very Not at ail
Serious Serious Serious Serious

16%
(7 ranking)

43%
(2 ranking)

31%
(3 ranking)

8%

21%
(6 ranking)

36%
(4 ranking)

28%
(2 ranking)

13%

66%
(2 ranking)

29% 
(5 ranking)

4%
(7 ranking)

0%

44%
(3 ranking)

41%
(3 ranking)

12% 
(5 ranking)

1%

21%
(5 ranking)

29% 
(6 ranking)

35%
(1 ranking)

13%

71%
(1 ranking)

19% 
(7 ranking)

9%
(6 ranking)

0%

35%
(4 ranking)

49% 
(1 ranking)

13% 
(4 ranking)

1%

More Same Less IMo Opinion

45%
(2 ranking)

54%
(5 ranking)

0%
(4 ranking)

0%

52%
(1 ranking)

45%
(10 ranking)

1%
(7 ranking)

0%

31%
(7 ranking)

23%
(11 ranking)

44% 
(1 ranking)

1%

37%
(5 ranking)

50% 
(7 ranking)

10% 
(5 ranking)

1%

41%
(4 ranking)

47%
(9 ranking)

10% 
(5 ranking)

0%

44%
(3 ranking)

49%
(8 ranking)

6%
(6 ranking)

0%

13%
(10 ranking)

68%
(2 ranking)

17% 
(4 ranking)

1%

10%
(11 ranking)

58%
(4 ranking)

29% 
(2 ranking)

1%

15%
(9 ranking)

79%
(1 ranking)

19% 
(3 ranking)

1%

23%
(8 ranking)

64% 
(3 ranking)

10%  
(5 ranking)

1%

35%
(6 ranking)

52% 
(6 ranking)

10% 
(5 ranking)

2%

24% ve ry  well 60% som ewhat 15% somewhat 0% not at all
inrorm ed in fo rm ed uninformed informed

85% regu la rly  12% occassionally 1 % seldom  

88% yes 7%  no

0% never



GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
(Spouses are welcome)

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1986 

“HEALTH CARE CONTRACTING—1986”
____________________ A Panel Discussion_____________________

G. Gilbert Johnston, M.D. . Wash. Assoc, of Medical & Surgical Specialists, Inc.
Gilbert J. Roller, M.D......................................................   . Pierce County Medical Bureau
David P. Pomeroy, M.D.......................................................... Tacoma (Family Practice) IPA
Frank B aker .............................................................Washington State Hospital Association

DATE: Tuesday, S e p te m b e r 9, 1986

TIME: N o h o s t c o c k ta ils  6 :0 0  P M . D in n e r  6 :4 5  P.M. P ro g ra m  7 :30  P M .

PLACE: F irc re s t G o lf  C lu b
6 5 2 0  R e g e n ts  B lvd .

COST: D in n e r, $ 12 .00  p e r  p e rs o n

Register now. P le a se  c o m p le te  th e  a tta c h e d  re s e rv a tio n  fo rm  a n d  re tu rn  it, w ith  a c h e c k  fo r  th e  a p p ro p r ia te
amount made payable to the Medical Society of Pierce County, in  th e  e n c lo s e d  p re -a d d re s s e d  e n ve lo p e . Or, 
call the M ed ica l S o c ie ty  o ffic e , 572-3667, to  c o n firm  y o u r  a tte n d a n c e .

Due to the  s p e c ia l a r ra n g e m e n ts  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  th is  m e e tin g , re s e rv a t io n s  m u s t be  m a d e  no  la te r  th a n  F riday, 
September 5.

REGISTRATION:
Ves, I (w e) h a v e  s e t a s id e  th e  e v e n in g  o f  S e p te m b e r  9  to  jo in  m y  fe llo w  S o c ie ty  m e m b e rs  a n d  s p o u s e s  fo r  

the p re se n ta tio n  o n  “ H e a lth  C a re  C o n t ra c t in g — 1 9 8 6 ” .

-—  P lease r e s e r v e    d in n e r (s )  a t $ 1 2 .0 0  p e r  p e rs o n  ( ta x  a n d  g ra tu ity  in c lu d e d ) .  E n c lo s e d  is
my c h e c k  fo r  $ __________ _______

—  I regre t I am  u n a b le  to  a t te n d  th e  d in n e r  p o r t io n  o f  th e  m e e t in g .  I w il l  a t te n d  th e  p ro g ra m  o n ly .

D r : ____________________________    __ _  _

R E T U R N  TO M S P C  B Y  N O  LATE R  TH A N  FRIDAY, S E P T E M B E R  5.
Please n o te  n e w  tim e s



Philanthropic 
Funds Available

If you b e lo n g  to  a se rv ice  
o rie n te d  o rg a n iza tio n  th a t w o u ld  like to 
be  c o n s id e re d  b y  th e  P ie rce  C oun ty  
M ed ica l S o c ie ty  A u x ilia ry  as a  rec ip ien t 
o f th e ir  p h ila n th ro p ic  funds , con tac t Kit 
L a rson . S he  is  th e  p h ila n th ro p ic  
ch a irp e rso n  fo r  o u r A u x ilia ry  a n d  has 
a pp lica tions  a va ilab le . H e r phone 
n u m b e r is  58 4 -3 8 0 2 . D ead line  to r 
a cce p ting  a p p lica tio n s  is  S ep t. 15.

1986-87 Programs
P rog ram s fo r th e  u pcom ing  ye a r 

w e re  a rranged  b y  M arn ie  W ebe r, 
cha irp e rso n , w ith  a  fo cu s  on 
m em bersh ip , fe llow sh ip , pub lic  
re la tions  a n d  leg is la tion . T he re  are 
som e  u n iq u e  o p p o rtu n itie s  here , so 
g e t ou t y o u r ca le n d a rs  a n d  m ark  o ff the 
th ird  F rid a y  o f e a ch  m on th  a n d  jo in  u s !

Sept Coffee to welcome all 
newcomers.
Oct Speaker form our National 
Board o f A uxlllary,
Nov. Princess Jackson Smith (a 
legislative speech writer) from the 
Public Affairs Office In Olympia.
Dec. Holiday Evening Dinner 
with spouses.
Jan. Legislative Information.
Feb. Auxl-Quad Luncheon 
March Nordstroms Fashion 
Show(fundralser)
April "Remember” luncheon 
honoring past presidents and 
senior members of PCMSA. The 
"Garden of Life " speaker writes a 
gardening newsletter.
May Dinner for High School
Graduates.

M ee tin g s  a re  h e ld  a t va rious 
loca tions. C o n ta c t M a m ie  W eber, 863- 
2 1 1 4 , fo r  lo ca tio n s  and  d irec tions .

Childrens'Art 
Contest

O nce  aga in  th e  P C M S A  is 
spon sorin g  a  C h ild re ns ’ A rt C o n te s t in 
w h ich  th e  w in n in g  d e s ig n  w ill b e  u se d  
fo r th e  I986 A M A -E R F  H o lid a y  G ree tin g  
C ard. T he  con test w ill be  ju d g e d  b y  a 
com m ittee  o f P C M S A  w ive s  w h o  are  
m em b e rs  o f L a ke w o od  A rtis ts .

A n y  ch ild  o r g ra n d ch ild  o f a 
T a co m a  area p h ys ic ian 's  fam ily , 
k indegarten  th ro u g h  fo u rth  g ra d e , is 
inv ited  to  subm it o n e  d raw ing , 
o bse rv ing  the  fo llow ing  requ irem en ts :

1) S ub ject m a tte r m us t be 
app rop ria te  to the  g enera l p u rp o se  o f a 
ho liday gree ting . T he  co m m itte e  w ill 
no t be ab le  to  co n s id e r any  en try  w ith  a 
re lig ious them e.

2) A rt w o rk  m ust be  execu ited  
o n  w h ite  paper, 8 1 /2  x  11 o rta rg e r. (In 
o rd e r to  reproduce  w e ll fo r th e  ho liday 
card , b righ t and  d a rke r co lo rs  a re  b e tte r 
th a n  ye llo w s  and pas te ls . No pencil 
or pastel chalk.)

3) C h ild 's  nam e, address, phone  
num ber and  age m ust ap p ea r on  ; C /O

C aro lyn  S. M o d a re lli;7 5 l4  9 1s t Ave.,
S W ; Tacom a, W A  98498.

5) D ead line  lo r  en try  is  August 
30,1986. The w in n e r w ill be  no tified  
sho rtly  a fte r Sept. 15.

Message to 
newcomers.
By Pam Drouillard

N ew com ers  are a lw ays an 
im portan t part o f the  A ux ilia ry , and  th is  
ye a r is no exception. W e p lan  to honor 
th e  new com ers w ith  the  usua l 
w e lcom ing  co ffees in S ep te m b e r and 
are p lann ing  fo r a poss ib le  lakes ide  
b a rbecue  in  Is le  sum m er, inc lud ing  lo ts 
o f fun, gam es and  fo o d ! T h is  w ill 
p rov ide  the  new com ers and the ir 
ch ild ren  th e  opportun ity  to  m ee t and 
get io  know  (he aux ilia ry  m em bers  as

w e ll a s  e a c h  o ther.
W e 've  a lso  dec ided  to 

re ins titu te  th e  "B ig  S is te r" program in 
o rd e r to  b e tte r  acqua in t newcomers 
w ith  th e  a u x ilia ry  and  its members, as 
w e ll as th e  c ity  a n d  a ll it has to offer. We 
h ope  to  d e ve lo p  friendsh ips in addition 
to  g a in in g  m em bers .

If you  h a ve  any  suggestions tor 
m a k in g  th e  w e lco m in g  process more 
s u cc e s s fu l as w e ll as m ore fun, please 
le t m e kn o w , I'd  love to  hear from you. 
W e 're  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to a very 
e n jo ya b le  y e a r a n d  to  m eeting lots of 
te rr if ic  pe o p le .

Announcements and 
Notices

In fo rm a tion  fo r  the  yea rbook is being 
c o m p ile d  now . P lease  contact Alice 
W ilh yd e , 5 7 2 -6 9 2 0 , regard ing address 
o r te le p h o n e  n u m b e r changes.

A  B o a rd  M ee tin g  o f the  PC M S Auxiliary 
w ill be  h e ld  a t 9 :3 0  A .M . on Sept. 8, St. 
J o s e p h  H osp ita l.

K n o w  o f a  g o o d  w a y  to  take  care of 
y o u r  o w n  C h ris tm a s  ca rd  and gift wrap 
s h o p p in g  a n d  b e n e fit AM A-ER F too? 
It's s im p le . C o n ta c t Sh irley Kemman, 
8 6 3 -9 1 5 2  o r  o rd e r yo u r choices at the 
S e p te m b e r m ee tin g . They 'll be 
d e liv e re d  in tim e  fo r  th e  holidays and 
y o u ’ll k n o w  y o u  h e lped  a  long-time 
a u x ilia ry  p ro je c t rem a in  a success.

D o you  k n o w  w h y  you  shou ld  be a 
m e m b e r o f th e  P ie rce  C ounty Medical 
S o c ie ty  A u x ilia ry?  A  le tte r addressing 
th is  issue  w a s  se n t to  a ll spouses of 
P ie rce  C o u n ty  p h ys ic ia n s  in July. 
P lease  ta k e  th e  t im e  to  read it so the 
d e c is io n  you  m ake  is an  inform ed one. 
if y o u  h a ve  no t re sp o n d e d  by Aug. 20, 
a n  A u x ilia ry  m e m b e r w ill be  calling you 
d u rin g  o u r  P h o n e -A -T h o n  on Wed., 
A u g . 20 , fro m  5 to  9  P .M .
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Pride in Pierce 
County.

The 1986 W .S .M . A . A ux ilia ry  

House of Delegates m et A p ril 28- 
30 in Yakima at the  H o liday Inn.

It was both a p leasure  a n d  an 

honorto be a  de legate  rep resen ting  
P.C.M.S. Auxiliary. P ie rce  C ou n ty  
was the on ly coun ty  rep resen ted  
100% with all eight o f ou r a llo tted 

delegates.
In addition to ou r P res ident, G inn ie  
Miller, other P ierce C ounty 
Auxilians present w ere  1985-
1986 State Auxiliary o ffice rs  
were: Sharon Ann Law son, S W  
Regional Vice P res iden t; A lice  
Hilger, State O rgan D onation 
Chairman; C indy A nderson , S ta te  
By-Laws Chairman. W e shared  a 
feeling of strength in o u r num bers 
and pride in Pierce C ounty. Y o u r 
delegates w orked very la te  into bo th  
nights trying to arrive at a  
knowledgable understand ing  and 
concensus of resolutions be ing  
presented. W e experienced a b lend  
of hard work and good  fe llo w sh ip  as 
we shared ou rconcem s and goa ls  
forthe medical Auxiliary.

From Pierce County, new ly 
elected State officers fo r 1986-
1987 are Cindy A nderson, M ed- 
Aux News editor; A lice H ilger,
Organ Donation; and Jo  Roller, V ice 
President.

Mary Kay M cPhee, A M A  
Auxiliary President, 
enthusiastically spoke to the  H ouse 
of Delegates on S tra tegic  P lann ing: 
Its Purpose and Process. She 
shared some of the  find ings o f the  

AMA Auxiliary. A  g rea t sense o f the  
magnitude of the Federation 
(county, state, and national 
Aux«iary) was feft by all. A  

reminder that a ll across th is  nation 
medical spouses ga the r to  

deliberate, d iscuss and deba te  th e  
things that really m atte r to  the  
medical fam ily and how  good  it is  to  
be a part of the Auxiliary, its 

friendship and its work.

Quality Care and Quality Design 
Go Hand in Hand.

W e do letterhead stationary, logo design, new sletters, 
brochu res, inform ational flyers, pamphlets, booklets; 

offering full serv ice  graphic design, illustration, copywriting 
and cam era ready preparation tor the health care professional.

Communications
2607 Bridgeport 1fay  West, Suite 2C 

Tacoma. WA 98466

(206)564-3831

A u d i 5 0 0 0 S  S e d a n

. . .  then select 
your new Audi 
and pay only 
cost plus 10%.

CLIP THIS AD
and bring it to the 

dealership...

Audi
*T u rb o  Q u a ttro  exc lu d e d .

Tom Carstens 
Porsche-Audi

7044 S. Tacoma Way — 474-0651

F in a n c in g  to  84 
m o n th s  on 

a p p ro va l o f c red it.
O ffe r  e x p ire s  A p ril 3 0 ,1 9 8 6

A u d i 4 0 0 0 S

Puget Sound Collections Inc.
Endorsed by the M edical Society 
o f Pierce County
Professional co l le c t io n  services 
to the  m e d ica L  co m m u n ity  since  I960, 
b en e t i t in g  a ll  M e d ic a l  Socie ty  M e m b e r s

M e m b e r .  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e c t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
M e d i c a l /  D e n t a l  H o s p i t a l  [b u re a u s  of A m e r i c a

D av id  M ic h a u d ,
G e n e ra l M a n a g e r

Puget Sound  
C ollection s Inc.
( 2 0 6 )  3 8 3 - 5 0 1 1  
9 1 4  A S t r e e t  
P O  B o x  1213 
T a c o m a .  W A 9 8 4 0 1
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I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  B y l a w  s  o f  t h e  M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  P i e r c e  C o u n t y ,  C h a p t e r  S e v e n ,  S e c t i o n  A ,  

M E M B E R S H I P ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p h y s i c i a n s  h a v e  a p p l i e d  f o r  m e m b e r - h i p ,  a n d  n o t i c e  o f  t h e i r  a p p l i c a 

t i o n  is  h e r e w i t h  p r e s e n t e d .

A s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  B y l a w s ,  a n y  m e m b e r  w h o  h a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o t  a  d e r o g a t o r y  n a t u r e  c o n c e r n i n g  

a n  a p p l i c a n t  s m o r a l  o r  e t h i c a l  c o n d u c t ,  m e d i c a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  c>r o t h e r  s u c h  r e q u i s i t e s  l o r  m e m b e r 

s h i p ,  s h a l l  a s s u m e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n v e y i n g  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  C r e d e n t i a l s  C o m m i t t e e  o r  

B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  S o c i c t v .

Gregory H. Cain, MD.
Pediatrics. Born in 
Kansas City, MO,1/05/55; 
medical school, 
University of Washington 
1980; internship, 
Madigan Army Medical 
Center, Pediatrics, 
7/81-6/83. Washington 

State License, I983. Dr. Cain is currently 
practicing at 7424 Bridgeport Way W., 
Tacoma, WA.

Duane C. W ilson , MD.
Radiology. Born in 
Portland, OR, 11/09/55; 
medical school, Loma 
Linda University, I982; 
internship, Loma Linda 
University, Radiology, 
7/82-6/83; residency, 
Loma Linda University, 

Radiology, 7/83-6/86. Washington State 
License, I986. Dr. W ilson is currently 
practicing at 7424 Bridgeport Way W., 
Tacoma, WA.

Les lie  P. Fox, MD.
Ophthalmology. Born 
in New York, NY, 12/22/ 
52; medical school, 
University of 
Cincinnati, 1978; 
internship, Madigan 
Arm y Medical Center, 
Ophthalmology, 

6/80-6/83. Washington State License,
I986. Dr. Fox is currently practicing at 
3 9 0 8 10th St. SE, Puyallup, WA.

Ian A . W h itc ro ft, MD.
Family Practice/ 
Internal Medicine. 
Born in Daventry, 
England, 9/30/56; 
medical school, 
University of Liver
pool, 1979; internship 
Royal Liverpool 

Hospital, 9/79-9/80; residency, Walton 
Hospital, General Medicine, 9/80-9/81; 
W alton Hospital, Neurology, 9/81-9/82; 
Royal Liverpool, 9/82-12/83. Washington 
State License, I985. Dr. Whitcroft is 
currently practicing at 3629 S. D Street, 
Tacoma, WA.

A llen  R. Potter, MD.
Pediatrics and 
Pediatric Hematology/ 
Oncology. Born in 
Auroa, IL, 7/14/46; 
medicai school, 
University of Arizona 
College of Medicine, 
I974; internship,

Tripler Army Medical Center, Pediatrics, 
7/75-6/77; graduate training, Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center, Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology, 7/79-6/81. 
Washington State License, I984. Dr. Potter 
is currently practicing at 1901 S. Cedar, 
Tacoma, WA

G ary W .N ike l, MD.
Ob/Gyn. Born in 
Waukesha, WN, 
5/18/49; medical 
school, Bowman Gray 
School of Medicine, 
1977; internship, 
Madigan Army Medical 
Center, Ob/Gyn, 6/77- 

6/78; residency, Madigan Army Medical 
Center, Ob/Gyn, 8/78-6/81. Washington 
State License, (978. Dr. Nickel is currently 
practicing at 222 North J Street, Tacoma 
WA.

M ichael H. Jackson,
MD. Family Practice. 
Born in Klamath Falls, 
OR, 8/27/49; medical 
school, University of 
Kansas, 1975; 
internship, St. Francis 
Hospital, 6/75-6/76; 
residency, Tripler Army 

Medical Center, 7/76-7/78; Fellowship, 
Madigan Army Medicai Center, 6/82-6/84 
Washington State License, 1986. Dr. 
Jackson is currently practicing at 3908 
10th St. SW, Puyallup, WA.

M ahm oud Sarram.MD.
Ob/Gyn. Born in 
Isfahan, Iran,
12/20/32; medical 
school, University 
Freiburg, 1957; 
internship, Missouri 
Baptist Hospital, 7/58- 
12/58; Univarsity of 

Chicago, 1/59-7/62; graduate training,
McNeal Memorial Hospital, 1/62-12- 
62-Washington State License, I962. Dr. 
Sarram is currently practicing at 7424 
Bridgeport Way W „ Tacoma, WA.

Edward Williams, MD.
Ob/Gyn. Born in 
Pittsburg, PA, 7/8/52; 
medical school, 1978, 
Washington Hospital 
Center, 7/78-6/79; 
residency,
Washington Hospital 
Center, 6/79-7/82. 

W ashington State License, I986. Dr. 
W illiams is currently practicing at 7716 
Bridgeport Way, Tacoma, WA.

Ann L. Goodenberger,
MD. Internal Medicine, 
Born in Iowa, 5/26/53; 
University of Iowa, 
1979; internship, 
Emanuel Hospital, 

N a rf* Internal Medicine,
7/79-6/80; residency, 
Kern Medical Center, 

7/80-6/82. Washington State 
License,I986. Dr. Goodenberger is 
currently practicing at 3611 South D.
St.,Tacoma, WA.

Terrill R. Utt, MD. 
Family Practice. Born in 
Vancouver, WA, 11/30/ 
54; medical school, 
Linda University, I980; 
internship, Madigan 
Army Medical Center, 
7/80*6/81; residency, 
Madigan Army Medical 

Center, 7/8-6/83. Washington State 
License, 1985. Dr. Utt is currently 
practicing at 3 9 0 8 10th St., SW, Puyallup, 
WA.

DISCOUNT
ALLENMORE “A” BUILDING

P ra c tic e -re a d y  o ffice  suite to 
su b lease . S u itab le  tor one or 
tw o  pe rsons. All leasehold 
im p ro ve m en ts  included. Very 
a ttra c tiv e  ren t s tructure .

C a ll D rs L lovd  E lm er or Jim 
K om o ro u s  752-7705 for 
de ta ils

A t t e *  

(A cu A

tc&.

Union Avenue Pharmacy 
& Corset Shop

2302 S. Union Ave., Tacoma
752-1705 ________
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Elizabeth G. Sanford,
MD. Ob/Gyn. Born in 
Oak Park, IL, 11/6/56; 
medical school, 
University o f T e x a s  
Medical Branch, I982; 
internship, John Sealy 
Hospital, Ob/Gyn, 
6/82-6/83; residency,

John Sealy Hospital, Ob/Gyn. 7/83-6/86. 
Washington State license, I985. Dr.
Sanford is currently practicing at 314 S. K 
St., Tacoma, WA.

Rodney A. Loeffle r, MD.
Emergency Medicine. 
Born in Sacramenta, CA 
8/12/54; medical 
school, University of 
California, Los 
Angeles, 1981; 
internship, Cedars- 
Sinai Medical Center, 

Internal Medicine, 7/82-6/84.
Washington State License, I986. Dr.
Loeffler is currently practicing at Humana 
Hospital, Tacoma, WA.

David W. Gauger, MD.
General Surgery. Born 
in Waterloo, Iowa, 10/
16/52; medical school, 
University of Iowa,
I979; internship,
Emanuel Hospital, 7/79- 
6/80; residency, Kern 
Medical Center, 7/80- 

6/34. Washington State License, 1986.
Dr. Gauger is currently practicing at 3611 
South D. St., Tacoma, WA.

^  SHARED 
V  f i t  HEALTH 
M  J J  SERVICES

C o m p r e h e n s i v e  T r e a t m e n t  

f o r  A l c o h o l  a n d  S u b s t a n c e  A b u s ?  

i n  P i e r r e  C o u n t y

University P lace  
7014 27th St. W est 
Tacoma, W A  98466 
(206) 564-2526

Medical Transcriptions 
and Typing

Dictaphone transcribing (micro
cassette or standard cassette). 
Typing and word processing.

All work confidential, fast and ac 
curate.

Linda’s Type-Right 
475-5130

i J L A S b l t U A J

Real Estate lor Sale______________

Clovercrest Estates. The se lle ro fth is  
extremely desirable four bedroom, two 
bath, 2850 sq. ft., one-level, creek front 
home has authorized me to offer this 
property at $20,000.00 under market value. 
Tranquil setting includes 100' of Clover 
Creek frontage, tall whispering firs, and 
parklike grounds. The seller is serious 
about selling. If you want a good buy on a 
quality, e x e c u t iv e  h o m e  in  a superior 
location, do not miss seeing this residence. 
$179,950. Joseph Boyle Realtors, 
582-0066.

Ctovercrest Estates. A picturesque wood 
bridge is the approach to this 3845 sq.ft. 
custom creekfront Lakewood residence.
3+ bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 3 fireplaces, 
plus an abundant supply of well planned 
storage. $225,000. Joseph Boyle 
Realtors, 582-0066.

800' salt-waterfrontage. Private, 3 
bedroom view home, plus 16 subdividable 
acres next to private lagoon. Longbranch 
location. $470,000. Joseph Boyle 
Realtors, 582-0066, or Barrett & 
Associates, 473-3530.

Physicians Needed

Excellent private practice opportunity for an 
internist in a busy, established Gig Harbor 
medical center. For information contact: Dr. 
John H. Kvinsland, 5 l2 2 0 ly m p ic  Dr., NW, 
Suite A-201, Gig Harbor, W A 98335. (206) 
851-9173.

Position Wanted

P.A. seeking position in Puget Sound area. 
Board certified, two years experience, 
references available. Please call (316) 669- 
8675.

Medical Office Space_____________

Professional building for sale adjacent to 
Tacoma General Hospital. Attractive, 
concrete and fame, cashflow for 
owner/users or investors, $595,000. Call 
Carol Shaw at Wallace &  Wheeler, (206) 454- 
6550.

Office Space Available: Specialist wanted 
to share office space in new medical- 
professional plaza in Puyallup. Large 
patient referral base. Call 848-5555 for 
further info.

ONCE AGAIN,VOLVO DIDN’T 
LEAVE WELL ENOUGH ALONE.
Most people would be happy to build a car with an average life expectancy of 

15.6 years*
Bui Volvo engineers are harder to satisfy than most people. That’s why, for 

I986, they've made improvements in the Volvo 240. Improvements that include 
heated front seats, more comprehensive nisi proofing and a re-slyled body aimed 
at bringing the aerodynamics o f  the 240 to a new low.

Which is another reason why it’s high-time you stopped by our Volvo show 
room for a test dnve.

TOPPING MOTORS
9 2 5  M a rk e t  (D o w n to w n )  T a c o m a

V O L V O - N I S S A N  3 - Y E A R  U N L I M I T E D  M I L E S  • .Wr.s • I c<is/n,n •
W A R R A N T Y  ■i-um jm u ih - ln v iy

‘>72-3333
"Home o f  the Custom l . e m e "

•  B iscd  on an ac tuaria l analysis o f  Ihe  U  S K cg is iiau o n  H a l.. u .m l iK id l  l>v kon W .ir» ic k  &Atwc/tfltt Dur Jymany faciors including maintenance. <Ji ivmg i ondilums jnd lubiix unir Volso muy 
no l lasl as long T h e n  again, il m ay l a i i  k inder S um m ..ry  jv .u la h k  .it nm r VnlviM liM lcr
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For Medication Given at School

PHYSICIAN ORDER FORM APPROVED

R ecent  c h a n g e s  in  s ta te  law perm it the giving o f  oral m edication to students during school hours provided proper 
authorization from  physicians and parents is obtained. Use o f  a  standardized county-v>ide form  has been suggested (see 
The Bulletin, "Public Health/School H ealth R eport,"  N ovem ber, 1982).

The Public Health/School Health Comm ittee has approved the follow ing form  fo r  physician use. The form  w publish
ed  in this issue fo r  the convenience o f  physicians. P lease have your office s ta ff  reproduce the form  as needed, — The 
Editor

Medical Society  of P ierce County 
Physician’s Orders for Medication at School

M ed ica tio n  is  o rd e re d  t o  b e  g iv e n  to  a  s tu d e n t  a t  sch o o l o n ly  w h en  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s s a r y . W h e n e v e r  possib le, the parent 
and  p h y sic ia n  a re  u rg e d  to  d e s ig n  a  s c h e d u le  fo r  g iv in g  m ed ica tio n  o u ts id e  o f sch o o l h o u rs. I f  th is  is  n ot possib le, it must be 
u n d e rs to o d  b y  th e  p a re n t th a t th e  m ed ica tio n  w ill b e  d isp e n se d  b y  th e  p r in c ip a l o r  h is/h er d e s ig n e e  in th e absence of the 
sch ool n u rse .

O n ly  p re s c r ip tio n  oral m ed ica tio n  w ill b e  a d m in iste re d . T h e  p r in c ip a l w ill d e s ig n a te  th e  p e rs o n  resp o n sib le  to dispense 
m ed ica tio n  on an in d iv id u al b asis.

T h e  sch ool a c c e p ts  no re s p o n s ib ility  for u n to w a rd  re a c t io n s  w h en  th e  m ed ica tio n  is  d isp e n se d  in  accordance with the 
p h y sic ia n 's  d ire c tio n s .

Is  it  n e c e s s a r y  to  d isp e n se  th is  m ed icatio n  d u rin g  sch o o l h o u rs? ________ Y e s   N o

I f  y e s , p le a se  g iv e  d iag n o sis  o r re a so n : _________________________________________________________________________

N a m e  o f p a tie n t: _______________________________

D ru g  and d o sa g e  f o r m : ________________________ .

D o se an d  m ode o f a d m in istra tio n : _______________

H ou ris) to  b e  g iv e n : ___________________

D u ra tio n  w ith o u t su b se q u e n t o rd er:  _____________

S id e  e f fe c ts  o f d ru g  (if any) to  b e  e x p e c te d : _______

D a t e :_____________________ P h y sic ia n 's  s ig n a tu re :

P aren t’s Permission
I  r e q u e s t  t h a t  th e  p r in c ip a l o r a  s ta f f  m em b e r d e s ig n a te d  b y  him /her be p e rm itte d  to  d isp e n se  to  m y child , (name of child) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- th e  m ed ica tio n  p r e s c r ib e d  b y  (nam e o f physician)

fo r  a  p e rio d  f r o m _____________ t o .

T h e  m ed ica tio n  is  to  b e  fu rn ish ed  b y  me m th e  o rig in a l co n ta in e r la b e led  b y  th e  p h a rm a c y  o r  p h y sic ia n  w ith  th e  name of the 
m ed icin e, th e  am o u n t to  b e  ta k e n , and th e  tim e o f d a y  to  be ta k e n . T h e  p h y s ic ia n 's  n am e is  on th e  la b e l. I u n derstan d  that my 
s ig n a tu r e  in d ic a te s  m y  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t th e  sch ool a c c e p ts  no lia b ility  fo r  u n to w a r d  re a c tio n s  w h en  th e  m edication is 
a d m in iste re d  in a cco rd a n ce  w ith  th e p h y sic .a n  s d irectio n s. T h is  a u th o riz a tio n  is  go o d  fo r  th e  c u r r e n t  sch ool y e a r  only. Id 
ca se  o f n e c e s s ity  th e  sch ool d is tr ic t  m ay  d isco n tin u e  a d m in istra tio n  o f th e  m ed ica tio n  w ith  p r o p e r  a d v a n c e  notice. If notified 
b y  sch o o l p e rs o n n e l t h a t  m ed ica tio n  r e m a w s  a lt e r  th e  co u rse  o f tre a tm e n t, I w ill c o lle c t  th e  m ed ica tio n  from  the school or 
u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  it  w ill b e  d e s tro y e d . I am  th e p a re n t o r  th e  le g a l g u a rd ia n  o f th e  ch ild  n am ed

D a t e : ________________S ig n a tu r e  o f p a re n t o r  gu ardian :

S tu d e n t 's  h om e a d d r e s s : _____________________ _________________ School-
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H E A L T H  REPORT
TIME O F E X A M IN A T IO N : F o r  a th le t ic s ,  d u r in g  th e  1 2 -m o n th  p e r io d  p r io r  to  f ir s t  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  in te r s c h o la s t ic  a th le t ic s  in  m id d le  s c h o o l o r  ju n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l,  and  
prior to  p a r tic ip a t io n  in  h ig h  s c h o o l.  C le a ra n c e  fo r  c o n t in u e d  p a r t ic ip a t io n  is  to  be  p ro v id e d  on  th is  fo rm  p r io r  to  e a c h  s u b s e q u e n t y e a r o f  in te r s c h o la s t ic  a th le t ic s .  
A yearly c le a ra n c e  fro m  th e  e x a m in e r  is  n e e d e d  fo r  c o n t in u e d  p a r t ic ip a t io n .
CHOICE O F E X A M IN E R : It is  re c o m m e n d e d  th a t  e a c h  c h i ld  h ave  a p e rs o n a l p h y s ic ia n  k n o w le d g e a b le  re g a rd in g  e a c h  a s p e c t  o f h is /h e r  h e a lth  E x a m in a t io n  m ay 
be perform ed by a lic e n s e d  p h y s ic ia n  (M .D . o r  O.O.), a lic e n s e d  p h y s ic ia n 's  a s s is ta n t ,  or a certificated p e d ia tr ic  or family nurse p ra c t i t io n e r  w o rk in g  u n d e r the  
d irection o f a p h y s ic ia n  w h o s e  n a m e  is  t o  b e  s ta te d .
THIS SECTION IS TO BE COMPLETED BY THE PARENT OR G UARDIAN BEFORE EXAM INATION BY TH E PHYSIC IAN. PLEASE PRINT.

M id d leLast Name F irs t B ir th d a te :  M o n th /D a y W e a r S ex : F N a m e  o f  S c h o o l,  C a m p  o r O rg a n iz a t io n

Name of P aren t o f G u a rd ia n A d d re s s H o m e  P ho n e W o rk  P ho n e

Usual P hys ic ian  o r S ou rce  o f H e a lth  C a re P h o n e D e n tis t P hone

CIRCLE PURPO SE(S)O F R EPO R T: S C H O O L  P re s c h o o l,  K in d e rg a r te n , E le m e n ta ry  S c h o o l,  J u n io r  H ig h . H ig h  S c h o o l T o  e n te r  g ra d e . .S e p te m b e r  19_________
/NTERSCHO LAST/C  ATHLETICS: b a s e b a ll ,  b a s k e tb a ll,  c ro s s  c o u n t ry ,  fo o tb a ll,g y m n a s t ic s ,  s o c c e r , s w im m in g , te n n is ,  tra c k , v o lle y b a ll,  w re s t lin g  
OTHER' day ca re , d e v e lo p m e n ta l c e n te r , c h i ld  s tu d y ,  p a rk  b o a rd  re c re a t io n ,  b o y s  c lu b ,  c a m p , l ife s a v in g ,  o th e r  ( s p e c i f y ) _____________________________

IS THERE ANY ILLN E S S  O R H A N D IC A P , o r o th e r  s itu a t io n  w h ic h  m ig h t  a ffe c t  p e r fo rm a n c e ?  (P le a s e  e x p la in )

CHILD HAS OR H A D  TH E  F O L L O W IN G : Circle (h e  appropriate item(s), a n d  e x p la in  o n  th e  r ig h t.  Name  o th e r  d o c to rs  im p o r ta n t  in  c h i ld 's  ca re .

SKIN: acne, eczem a 
VISION: g lasses , c o n ta c ts  
HEARING: a ids 
NOSE; b leed ing
MOUTH: d en ta l d eca y , o r th o d o n tia  
LUNGS: asthm a, b ro n c h it is  
HEART- co ng en ita /, rh e u m a tic  
GASTROINTESTINAL: u lce r, c o l i t is ,  h e p a t it is  
GENITOURINARY, k id n e y  o r b la d d e r in fe c t io n  

M enstrua ting , if fe m a le : Y es ( ) N o ( )
Has ch ild  had: ru b eo la  ( ), ru b e lla  t ), m u m p s  
It ch ild  under 3 years g ive  b ir th w e ig h t___________

O R T H O P E D IC , f ra c tu re  o r  s p ra in ,  s c o lio s is ,  c o n g e n ita l h ip  
N E U R O L O G IC A L : c o n v u ls io n s ,  m e n in g it is ,  c e re b ra l p a ls y  
M E T A B O L IC : d ia b e te s  
B LO O D - a n e m ia , s ic k le  c e ll d is e a s e  
A L L E R G IE S : fo o d , in s e c t ,  p o lle n ,  c o n ta c t,  d ru g s , 

o th e r, ( s p e c ify ) .
H O S P IT A L IZ A T IO N (S ): (Y ear & R e aso n ) _
O P E R A T IO N (S ); (Y ear & R eason )
H A N D IC A P : p h y s ic a l,  m e n ta l,  b e h a v io ra l,  s o c ia l.

le a rn in g , v is io n ,  h e a rin g , s p e e c h , h y p e rk in e s is  
( ), c h ic k e n  p o x  ( j, w h o o p in g  c o u g h  { j
_______________ D e s c r ib e  u n u s u a l fa c to rs  re g a rd in g  b ir th  o r h e a lth  im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  b ir th

IM M U N IZA T IO N S None D o s e s  R e ce ived M o n th /Y e a r o f 
L a s t Immunization Im m u n iz a t io n s

i 2 ___3__ 4 5 o r  m o re

D iphtheria , T e tanus . P e rtu s s is  
Any co m b ina tio n  o f DTP/DT/Td

------  -------- -------------------- — -----------------------------

DTP, DT. Td 
(c irc le  d o s e  g iven)

Oral Polio  V acc ine  (OPV) O P V

R u be o laRubeola (7 day o r hard m e a s les )
----------------------

Im m u n iz a t io n  re p o rt need  n o t 
be  c o m p le te d  it a s e p a ra te  im 
m u n iz a t io n  certificate is  b e in g  
s u b m it te d  a t th e  sa m e  t im e .

Rubella (3 day. m ild  o r G e rm a n  m e a s le s ) R u b e lla

M u m p sMumps

I ce rtify  that to  the  b es t o f m y k n o w le d g e  th e  in fo rm a t io n  g iv e n  a b o ve  is 
accurate and the  im m u n iz a t io n s  c h e c k e d  have  b ee n  re c e iv e d .

D a te  S ig n a tu re : P a re n t o r G u a rd ia n

THIS SECTION IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PHYSIC IAN. PARENT(S) SHOULD BE PRESENT FOR EXAMINATION.

D a te o fe xa m in a tio n  H e ig h t W e ig h t  B lo o d  p re s s u re  H e a r in g . R ig h t Le ft H e m a to c r it S ic k le
C e ll

H e m o g lo b in U r in a ly s is

Vision: Right 
20/

Le ft
201

V is io n  c o r re c te d ' R ig h t 
g la s s e s , c o n ta c ts  201 

(circle whiclt)_________

CIRCLE ABN O R M A L A REAS. D IS C U S S  A T  R IG H T  
Appearance S c a lp  T h ro a t N e u ro io g ic a
Development Head
N u trition  Eyes
Acne Ears
Rashes N ose

L e ft 
201

C o lo r  V is io n T u b e rc u lo s is  s k in  te s t:  D a te Type R e su lt

C h e s t D e n ta l
L u n g s  G e n ita lia  
H e a rt E x tre m it ie s
A b d o m e n  B ack  (S h o w s  no  e v id e n c e  o f K y p h o s is  o r S c o lio s is )

An a dd itio na l n a rra tive  re p o r t is  a tta c h e d  o r  w i l l  b e  forwarded. Y es ( ) N o  f }

INTERVAL NOTE: Id e n tify  a ny  o c c u re n c e s  s in c e  e x a m in a t io n  w h ic h  c o u ld  e ffe c t  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  s c h o o l,  a th le t ic s ,  o r o th e r  a c tiv ite s .

REFERRAL(S) (C irc le ) Eye, Ear, D e n ta l, O r th o p e d ic , O th e r  ( d e s c r ib e )  ____________     P a re n ts  n ee d  h e lp  to  o b ta in  Y es  ( ) N o (  )
Please nam e o th e r d o c to rs  in v o lv e d  in  c a re  o f  c h ild :

ASSESSMENTS TH A T M AY BE N E E D E D  IN  S C H O O L  O R O TH E R  F A C IL IT Y : H e a r in g , S p e e c h , P s y c h o lo g y , O c c u p a tio n a l th e ra p y , P h y s ic a l therapy. 
Guidance, Lea rn ing. If yo u  b e lie v e  c h ild  s h o u ld  be  c o n s id e re d  fo r  s p e c ia l e d u c a t io n ,  p le a s e  d e s c r ib e  n ee d  above.

MEDICATIONS REQUIRED TO  BE G IV E N  IN S C H O O L  O R O T H E R  F A C lL l fT D ia g n o s T T T _________________________________________________________________
Name o f m e d ic a tio n  F o rm  D o se  T im e  D u ra t io n  o f  p re s c r ip t io n  P o s s ib le  e ffe c ts

RECOMMENDED P H Y S IC A L  A C T IV IT Y :
-  Full day care, p re s c h o o l, s c h o o l,  p h y s ic a l e d u c a t io n ,  s p o r ts  o r  c a m p  a c t iv ity .
□  S w im m ing
D  M od ified  o r re s tr ic te d  a c t iv ity  (d e sc rib e ).
O  In te rs c h o ia s tic  a th le t ic s .  I f  w re s t lin g ,  n o t to  g o  b e lo w  w h a t w e ig h t ? _____________ lb.

A p hys ic ian 's  w r it te n re le a s e  is  re q u ire d  to  re s u m e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  fo l lo w in g  a ll i l ln e s s  a n d io r  in ju ry  s e r io u s  e n o u g h  to  re q u ire  m e d ic a l c a re  G iv e d e ta ils  above.

Date signed N e x t re c o m m e n d e d  d a te  o f  e x a m in a t io n  P h y s ic ia n 's  N a m e  (P le ase  p r in t)  S ig n a tu re  a nd  T it le

Prepared by the  M e d ic a l S o c ie ty  o f  P ie rc e  C o u n ty  in  c o o p e ra t io n  w ith  T a c o m a  a n d  P ie rc e  C o u n ty  p re s c h o o ls  a nd  s c h o o ls ,  T a c o m a -P ie rc e  C o u n ty  H e a lth  D e p a rt
ment, D epa rtm en t o t S o c ia l a nd  H e a lth  S e rv ic e s , c h i ld  c a re , y o u th  a n d  c a m p in g  o rg a n iz a t io n s .  P r in te d  th ro u g h  c o u r te s y  o f T a c o m a  S c h o o l D is t r ic t
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Consider the 
causative organisms...

cefaclor
250-mg Pulvules@t.i.d. 

offers effectiveness against 
the major causes of bacterial bronchitis

Haemophilus influenzae, H influenzae, Streptococcus pneumoniae, Streptococcus pyogenes
ta m p ic iN in -s js c e p lib le )  (a m p ic tl lir -ro s is la n l)

N o te  C e d o r ' is  c o n tra in d ic a lc d  in p a tie n ts  w ith  kn o w n  a lle rg y  
to  th e  ce p h a lo s p o rin s  and sho u ld  be g iven c a u tio u s ly  to  tie m c illm - 
a lle rg ic  p a tie n ts

P e n ic il lin  is  the  u s u a l d ru g  o t c h o ic e  in  th e  tre a tm e n t and 
p re ve n tio n  o i s t ie p to c o c c a l in fe c tio n s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  p rophylaxis 
o f rh e u m a tic  l e m  S ee p re s e rv in g  in fo rm a tio n

C e d o r rceiocior)
Summary Consult We package literature 
lor fltescriijwg inlormatoan 
(ndicalions Lowe' fc3nnd Imv ii- t* 'h o ^ . 
in c ljd iw i [incumoni.i Cdir.ucHiV mj': 
r .O p h ljlC  's l r a in s  01 !>trr:pw:!»:/;u' 
m c im a c  HdPtiioptititi': in llu fn/.n'  . f i d  
■S' irjlfcUO A IlSU
l l r ^ i l i iC O C C i :
Contraindications Kumvn al!;-rgV' m 
C8[itialosponns
Warnings CK.IOR SHUIII D BE AOMIN 
IS1FRED CAUTIOUSLY H) PE fllU l UN 
SENSITIVE PATIFWTS PFNICM . INC 
AND CEPHALOSPORINS SHOW PAff IIAI 
CROSS-A1 U ffG tN IC IT T  F O S olb l E 
REACTIONS INCLUDE ANAPHYI AXIS

A dm in is ier cau tious ly  10 alie^qn 
paiients

P s e u d o m e m b r a n o u s  c o i i i i s  h a s  l in e n  
i c p o n e d  w t h  ' i i o u s i t y  a l l  w o w l - s p s t n w i  
a n t i b i o t i c s  i t  m u s t  l ie  c o n s id e r e d  in  
d i l l e i e n n a l  d i a g n o s is  o f  a n t t t i i o i i t -

r . : . ' i '  i . j t f i l  i j  .u rn .' , i  f  i ln n  l l n u  i: 
i v  11111 <Ii11 - L1 C‘ i -  ' U11 l l ' i t l l i i ' i l l i .  :n  
imr'iliN - .uluui ui .mfiiiov,- v i.uiiii:.
P r e c a u t io n s
• H i r  11r111,■ i L. i■ i , / i  i ; i [ - I , , .  ,

i l . 'c r r j i i  .■ i- .j.tm n -; i i i  r
• P l i K ' l ' l v r  - f A  71?.; 11-M i l l  1,1 i. ij

i ; l  t ' i. ii i: . i. ,,.-i f h i i l i l i ' j  i.tw iv.uv,
• h . 'V i v i -  i l r n . ' . i   .......m : :  i ,  v

iK-p.-i iiJ |.i i r l i : r |  r l u n u  I r iJ . iin n

u m w l l

w.Mi
■ P '' l.

I t i  i )u > ^ g i -  o i
r . 'X l i l t  III I , ' l l ' :  In i','C l in . i f l  th ,T  iJ-IMci'lv
l i ; r o i f i r t i i ' | i ; i ;  u , ; . I I I !  : | ,: iL 'lr l IlK  : |. 'lim r.
i 'V . i j i t i !  w i 'J i i * ' i i i l i ' i n  in  : .y i ;h  p . ili< M .|', 
b m a i l  :.pu< im m  h . iH Iu ij I i . - g - .h u u li l  ! >  
p iH 'y .u h r . ' il  w i t h  h i  i n f l y j i f l i i a l : .
» i l h  ■) n 1 1 c - f  u i  ( j a . , ( i o i ( i | i - ; ! i n ? , l
■ 51M lC l | i j | l v  I ' l i l i l l J
'■ id r iv  . in i ]  H l lc i . l iv u n p ', ;  h , iv i:  n u t o r r - ' i  
i l i ' . i r i T i r i c d  in  p ie u n a n c y  IdC .iguc in  a n il 
in lo n i: .  i t ' . ' .  I h in  im i-  ' i i n u t t i  i>M  i> .i.l<M

: . ' i : i i i . 1 i . i : r : ' .  i r iu lh * - ;  ■. i rn fk  E n f - r c i s t  
■ -11111011.i: | i i i ; s i : n h in i l  In i  ! l > s t '  i i . i l i c n l i

A U v c is e  R e a c t i o n s  ■ p iT c c u ia y e  o l
| i , l l i r i l l M

I ' l i - i . i i H ' - i i i i s i i i i )  , id » c r> -  I 'c a c r io i i : ,  ,i i h
i r C n m n i" n  T i m ,{■ .■ v1111ftcr: im ’ lu fli?
• i;v,11’in[iHsunitimar.iwta'lMiS;
• ' I ' . ' i r i p t i i m i ; l  p S H i i l u m u m l i i a t i u u s  

'■ u 'l lr .  m s v  ,> p iifta i K i i h i ' t  111111d ij  ( i i  . i t te r  
- i n i i l i i i n . '  i iH ju n . - ' i i t

• H v i : e r l - i : n ' , r n v f l y  r c ^ r  t io iu -  u n c lu f lm o  
m ' iL t n l iM n ' . » n s t i ,T , - o  J i iu r i lu s  I i r t ic a n a .  
M i i i l i i ; n i i i  m u l t i lm m c  s e r u m - s ic k n e s s -  
Ifk p  r c , i i : im n s i  I F>a. u 'u a l ly  s u b s id e  
« H h in  d a y s  a u c r  c e s s a t io n  o t 
i i i c u p y  t h e s e  ip a c i id n r j  h a v e  h e e n  
i i ’ p n r to d  m in e  i ie n n e m t^  m  c h i ld r e n  
th a n  m  a d u l ts  a n d  h a v e  u s u a l ly  D e c lin e d  
'■ " " n o  '>i M im v ih i j  a  s e c o n d  c u m s c  o f 
i / w a w  ' im i i  C f .c to i  f i n  s e im u s  s e f lu e la u  
h a v p  h e n n  r r - p m in d  A n i ih is t a m m e s  
^ n i i  r;0f i ic i is iH r o u J s  a p p e a t l o  e n h a n c e  
m s n iu i i i jn  n i  th e  s v n d iu m e

• C a s e s  n i  a n a p h y la x is  ha v e  h e e n  rep orte d , 
h a i l  n i  w tu G ti h a v e  o c c u ir e f l  i f  o a t ie n ts  
w i t h  a h i s t o iy  o l  p e n ic i l l in  a lle rg y

- O th e r  c o s m o p h i l ia .  2 % . g e n i ta l  p iu r itu s  
o i  v a o in m s .  l e s s  t n a n  1%

Abnormalities in laDoratory results ot
uncertain etiology
• S l ig h t  e le v a t io n s  in  h e p a t ic  e n z y m e s
■ T t a n s ie n t  f l u c t u a t io n s  in  le u k o c y te  

c o u n t  ( e s p e c ia l ly  in  in fa n t s  a n d  c h ild re n )
• A b n o r m a l u r in a ly s is ,  e le v a t io n s  m  8 UN 

o i  s e t u m  c ie a T O in e
• P o s i t iv e  d i r e c t  C o o m b s ' t e s t
• f a ls e - p o s i t i v e  te s t s  l o t  u r in a r y  q lu c a s e  

w i t h  B e n e d ic t 's  o r  F e h lm g 's  s o lu t io n  and 
C l in n e s r  ta b le t s  D irt n o t w i th  T e s-Ta pe’ 
ig iu c o a e  e r a jm a i i c  t e s '  s t t i p .  L ' " 1*)

■ I 9K6 ELI IILLY ftND COMPANY 1060-1851RI

- ' S f f i M c r o o e a o
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Faster Agency Payments
Prodata is the leader in electronic claims submission: 

MEDICARE Coining Soon:
MEDICAID LABOR & INDUSTRIES
D.S.H.S. K.C.M.B.

For information on 
how to speed up
your agency I  1  \ 1
reimbursement call: _ _ _ ■

(206) 682-4120, 2333 Western Avenue, Seattle

• • •  
•  • •

•  • •

• • •
• • •
• • •
• • •

• • •
• • •

• • •

MEDICAL SOCIETY 
MEDICAL DENTAL 
PLACEMENT SERVICE
705 S. 9 th , Suite  203 
Tacom a, W a sh in g to n  98405

Call 5 7 2 - 3 7 0 9  

W e Do It All

Good help is hard to find 
but not for us.

W e specia lize  in  m a k in g  “ m a tch e s .”  W e  A d v e rtis e , Test A p p lica n ts ,
W ho d o  w e p la c e ? Screen A p p lic a n ts . C heck R e ferences,
R eception is ts , B o o kke e p e rs , T ra n sc ribe rs , A d v ise  on  W ages, A dv ise  on  Legal
O ffic e  Assistants, O ff ic e  M an a g e rs , LPN’s, H ir in g  P rocedures
RN's, Reg. X-Ray Tech 's , C e rt. Lab T e c h ’s,
Insurance B ille rs  — A ll Types o f  M e d ic a l O ff ic e  P e rsonne l

S P O N S O R E D  BY  PHYSICIANS A N D  C O N T R O L L E D  BY A  P HYSI C I AN  B O A R D  O l -  D I K l ' r T O K ^
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PHYSICIANS INSURANCE 
IS YOUR COMPANY

Y o u r  company i s  t h e  o n l y  W S M A  s p o n s o r e d ,  

p h y s i c i a n  o w n e d  a n d  d i r e c t e d  c o m p a n y  i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n .

Y o u r  company r e s p o n d s  1 0  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  

m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  i s  

c o m p r i s e d  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  p h y s i c i a n s  c o n c e r n e d  

a b o u t  t h e i r  p e e r ?  a n d  y o u r  c o m p a n y .

Y o u r  company i n  t o u r  s h o r t  y e a r s  h a s  b c c o m t  

W a s h i n g t o n ' s  l a r g e s t  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i a b i l 

i t y  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y .

1100 U N IT E D  A IR L IN E S  B L D G . 2 0 3 3  S IX TH  AVENUE  
S E A T T L E , W A 98121 (2 0 6 )7 2 8 -5 8 0 0  1-800-732-1148

W  5 0 5  R IV E R S ID E , S U IT E  5 0 0  
S P O K A N E , W A 9 9 2 0 1  (5 0 9 ) 4 5 6 -5 8 6 8

T h e  p r o fe s s io n a i  l ia b il ity  s itu a tio n  
n a t io n a lly  a n d  in  W a s h in g to n  sta te  is in  turm oil. 
Your c o m p a n y  a n d  its s u b s c r ib e r s  are w ork in g 
t o g e t h e r  to  f in d  lo n g  r a n g e  s o lu tio n s . W e invite 
y o u r  p a r t ic ip a t io n .  C a ll  fo r  fu r th e r  inform ation.

P H Y S IC IA N S  
IN S U R A N C E
W A S H IN G T O N  STA TE P H Y S IC IA N S  IN S U R A N C E  

E X C H A N G E  &  A S S O C IA T IO N

Tel-Med
A Library of Free 

Recorded Health Tips.
Over 200 topics, from tonsillectomy to 
osteoporosis, researched and written by 
physicians.

Brochures listing these topics are free to you and 
your patients. If you would like a supply for your 
waiting room, please call 5 9 7 -6 6 5 5 .

A  C o m m u n ity  S e rv ic e  S p o n s o r e d  B y :

Pierce County  
Medical
A  B lu e  S h ie ld  P la n

1114 B r o a d w a y  P l a ; : j  ' f d . ' o n ; ; , .  ' A n



The “Humana Difference” 
Is ReaUyJust A Lot Of Little 

■Differences
At Humana we knowwe can't be all things to all people. But You see, even though we're the leaders in such areas as

we mean to be number one among the most important people we Acute Care, Pulmonary Rehabilitation, Day Surgery, ophthalmol- 
serve— the physicians of Pierce County. ogy, spinal disorders, breast cancer and Gastrointestinal

It’s why we offer Insta-Care in our Emergency Room— which screening programs and geriatric problems — among others — 
ensures that your patient is evaluated within 60  seconds of arrival, we’re still small enough to provide highly personalized care for 
It’s why we maintain an up-to-date list o f physicians to which we your patients. And highly personalized service for you. Put them 
can refer patients. And why we concen- _  all together — and they make

trate on key “Centers of Excellence” f l u i T K 3 n 3  H o s p i t a l  T e l C O I T I 0  the Humana difference, 
to help you provide better patient care. ^  19th and Unioni  Tacom a, (20M „ 2 - 2  32 3. T,y us” |y °u l  **•

Discover The Humana Difference
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CONTRACTING... 1986"

An interesting and. stim
ulating program has been 
scheduled for the September 
9, General Membership 
Meeting. Representatives 
from family practice, 
specialists groups, Pierce 
County Medical Bureau and 
the Washington State 
Hospital Association will 
participate in a panel dis
cussion.

You will have the oppor
tunity to hear where we are 
and where we are going in 
an area of concern to all 
of us.

The meeting will be held 
at the Fircrest Golf Club. 
New hours are in effect for 
the meeting. Social hour 
will begin at 6:00 p.m., 
Dinner - 6:45 and Program 
will begin at 7:30

RETIRING SOON?

Help us so we can help 
your patients with their 
medical records when you 
retire, move away, or close 
your office. Please con
tact MSPC at 572-3667 and 
tell us where your patients 
records will be.
This will be of great 

assistance to your patients 
and the Medical Society 
staff.

MSPC NEWSLETTER

YOU CAN HAVE AN IMPACT!

The primary election will 
be held Tuesday, September 
16. Historically, the 
primary election has a very 
small turnout. Thus, every 
vote counts.
For instance, if you live 
in the 26th Legislative 
District {Gig Harbor and 
Northwest Tacoma), you can 
help shape the power 
structure of the 1987 
Legislature.

Mary Ann Huntington, (D) is 
opposing Ron Meyer also a 
Democrat in the primary. 
Huntington has a business 
background, as a restaurant 
owner and realtor. Meyer 
is a trial attorney with 
strong support from the WA. 
State Trial Lawyers 
Association. Meyer is ex
pected to win.

If your schedule makes it 
difficult to get out and 
vote on election day, 
request an absentee ballot 
from the County Auditor, 
Elections Dept. 2401 So. 
35th, Tacoma, WA 
98409. Be certain to 
include your signature, 
registered address and the 
address you want the ballot 
sent. Call the Society 
office (572-3667). if you 
are not certain in which 
district you live.

VOTE SEPTEMBER 16

VOTE SEPTEMBER 16

County

SEPTEMBER, 1986

RETIRED LUNCHEON

Retired members and those 
planning to retire, mark 
your calendars.

Wednesday, September 10 
the luncheon for retired 
members will focus on 
"Retirement; Planning and 
living it.”

Spouses are invited to 
attend the meeting which 
will begin at 12:00, 
Tacoma Dome Hotel.

VOTE SEPTEMBER 16

WSMA ANNUAL MEETING
Spokane will host the 

97th annual WSMA House of 
Delegates meeting schedul
ed for September 18-21.

Important issues such 
as: Medicare, Care for the 
Near Poor, Medicaid, 
Liability Reform, Physic
ian Public Image and 
others will have the 
attention of the delegat
es .
Representing Pierce 

County will be your Board 
of Trustees. Any member 
interested in serving as 
an alternate delegate 
should contact the Society 
office prior to September 
1 1 .

September, 1986
1



SEPTEMBER
OAIJgNDAR

2 MSPC Board of Trustees 
Meeting...St. Joseph 
Hospital

2 MBI Board of Directors 
Meeting...Humana 
Hospital

8 Medical-Legal Committee 
meeting.

9 General Membership 
Meeting...Fircrest Golf 
Club

10 MSPC Retired Membership 
Luncheon ... Tacoma 
Dome Hotel

11 MSPC Delegate Caucus 
meeting... Tacoma Dome 
Hotel

12 Conmittee on Aging 
meeting ... Humana 
Hospital

16 MSPC Executive
Conmittee meeting ... 
MBCH

17 Public Health/School
Health Committee meeting 
... Tacoma General 
Hospital

18-21 WSMA Annual Meeting 
...Inn at the Park, 
Spokane

25 EMS Committee meeting. 
MBCH

AMA BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
APPEALS FOR ALL PHYSICIANS 
TO CONTINUE TO ACCEPT 
MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT.. .

In an open letter to all 
members, the AMA Board 
asked "all physicians 
continue to accept assign
ment for Medicare bene
ficiaries whose economic 
situation dictates the need 
for this type of 
assistance. Beneficiaries 
who can afford it can 
continue to pay the full 
cost of the physician’s 
service."

PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE BECOMES 
"PERSONAL PROBLEMS OF 
PHYSICIANS COMMITTEE"

The Professional Relations 
Committee (formerly 
Impaired Physicians) has 
been renamed "Personal 
Problems of Physicians 
Committee".

This corresponds to the 
name change at WSMA. The 
Committee is concerned 
with all problems of 
physicians, not only those 
related to drugs and 
alcohol, thus, the new 
name.

The Committee can assure 
the utmost confidentiality 
and anonymity to any 
member or spouse seeking 
help. The names of 
committee members and 
phone numbers can be found 
on page 8. Your col
leagues are available and 
willing to help.

OFFICE SPACE

Office space with in-office lab and x-ray facilities to share 
with two sub-specialists in the Cedar Medical Center, 1901 South 
Cedar, Tacoma, 272-2261 or 572-3520.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE: Specialist wanted to share office space
in new medical-professional plaza in Puyallup. Large patient 
referral base. Call 848-5555 for further info.

Professional office space for lease, University Place, 1500 sq. ft.; 863-7926.

MSPC NEWSLETTER 2 September, 1986



POSITIONS & PRACTICES

PSYCHIATRIST - Part-time contractual position available with 
Comprehensive Mental Health Center. Requires board eligible 
psychiatrist with completion of three-year residency in 
psychiatry, licensed to practice medicine in the State of 
Washington. Responsibilities include client evaluation for 
medication, hospitalization, diagnosis or special treatment 
recommendations and clinical consultation to Center staff. 
Qualified applicants may submit resume to CMHC, 1201 S. Proctor, 
Tacoma, WA 98405. EOE.

FAMILY DOCTOR needed for busy practice in Puyallup. Moving to 
new clinic, South Hill in September. Large referral base to G.P. 
or board eligible/ certified F.P. Salary $45,000-$60,000, year 
with insurance, and other benefits. Send resume to Scott L. 
Havsy, D.O., 1410 Meridian South, Puyallup, 98371, or call 841- 
4351.
Kenneth Stern, M.D. announces his departure from Tacoma to reside 
and practice in Newport, R.I. His practice of adult and child 
psychiatry is being assumed by Antonin Gutierrez, M.D., who will 
maintain the same office address, phone number and all patient 
files.

Physician seeking GP/FP association with possibility of partner
ship, will consider 1-6 partners. Board certified ER with 
extensive GP/FP experience. Contact William F. Greenough, M.D., 
19 Park Vista Circle, Sacramento CA 95831, 916-427-5432.

FHYSICIAN/MEDICAL DIRECTOR - $55,000-$62,00Q DOE Dual role as 
medical director for four primary care community clinics and 
primary care physician. Requires minimum of three years practice 
including clinical and administrative experience, direct staff 
supervision. Must be BC/BE in family practice (eligible for 
standard risk malpractice insurance), and possess Washington 
State Medical License. Send resume to: Community Health Care
Delivery Systems FC3312,
3629 South D Street, Tacoma, WA 98408 EOE
FAMILY PRACTICE PHYSICIAN - $48,000-$60,000 DOE Immediate 
opening for Family Practice Physician BC/BE. System of four 
primary care community clinics. Ful 1-scope family practice, 
hospital and SIF privileges. New facilities, excellent salary 
and fringes. Send resume to: Community Health Care Delivery
Systems FC3312, 3629 South D Street, Tacoma WA 98408 EOE
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COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION PRESENTS

C A R D IO P U L M O N A R Y  R E S U S C I A T I O N  -  U P D A T E  F O R  E H Y S I C I A N S
(Preregistration required)A two-hour session to renew your CFR Card

THE NEW TAX LEGISLATION - IMPLICATIONS & STRATEGIES 
Presented by: John Hodder, Accountant
(for physicians and others interested)

This two hour program will present the new rules 
regarding taxation of individuals with emphasis on broader base, reduced deductions, lower rates and 
tightened minimum tax rules. Additionally, the significance of no capital gain deductions, tax shelters and interest expense limitations, as well as other tax legislation as they effect physicians.

STRESS, EiDTION AND THE HEART(for physicians only)
Presented by two of the nations leading authorities on Stress and Anxiety responses. Robert S. Eliot 
is the Director of Preventative and Rehabilitative Cardiology at the Heart Lung Center, St. Lukes 
Hospital, Phoenix, Arizona and Professor of Cardiology at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. Dr.
Eliot will discuss new objective ways of detecting stress before any irreparable damage to the body 
occurs. His presentations at this conference will be based on twenty years of research at this world renowned Life Stress Simulation Laboratory and Clinic.David V. Sheehan was Director of Anxiety and Research 
of the Department of Psychiatry at Massachusetts General Hospital, and Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at Harvard Medical School. Currently Dr. Sheehan is the Director of Clinical Research and Professor of

at £he diversity of South Florida College of Medicine. Dr. Sheehan will draw upon recent 
research and his own pioneering breakthroughs in physical symptoms and treatment of panic disorders.

2 hours ~ Monday September 15 
7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a m Jackson Hall ,ni 
314 South K Street CFR Card Issued

2 hours - Mornings Sept. 22 - Monday 
7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

2 hrs - Evenings 
September 23 - Tuesda 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Jackson Hall, Tacona 314 South K Street

00M*)N OFFICE PROCEDURESCoordinators: Mark Craddock, M.D., John Lincoln, M.D.(for physicians)This is an annual program presented for family practice and general internal medicine practitioners. Topics presented will include practical, applicable information about Evaluation of Breast Lumps: Evaluation of Thyroid Nodules; Dysfunctional Uterine Bleeding; Management of the Menopause; Hearing Problems - How to Interpret an Audiogram; Alzheimer’s Disease - Ruling Out Treatable Causes of Dementia; Parkinson's Disease - Early Diagnosis and Drug Treatment; Fibromyalgia; Polymyalgia and 
Temporal Arteritis; AIDS - Early Diagnosis and Therapy - Role of the Family Practitioner; Work up of Impcitence; Drug Treatment of PID - Inpatient & Outpatient; Reading Chest X-rays; Hypertension - Current Treatment; Outpatient Treatment of Premature Ventricular Contractions; Chronic Cough - Diagnosis and Treatment; Childhood Asthma.

2 days - Thursday Friday October 2 & 3 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Jackson Hall, Tacona 314 South K Street
14 Hours - Category I

October 24 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.n
Sheraton Tacoma Hotel 1320 Broadway Plaza 
TacomaCredit: 6 Hours
AMA, AAFP
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r. o .M .E . ( C o n t ’ d )

FOCUS: c r i t i c a l  c a r e(for physicians, nurses and other personnel associated with the critical care setting)1982 - 1984 - 1986With a history of excellence, this Bi-Annual Conference brings the best and the brightest together to FOCUS ON CRITICAL CARE. Intended to serve as an inspiration to understand, utilize and facilitate the application of new concepts within the context oi practical clinical management, the planners have structured this event considering the current trends and suggestions 
from past conferences.

2 days - Wednesday Thursday
October 29. 30 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sheraton Tacoma Hotel 1320 Broadway Plaza Credit: 15 Hours
AMA, AAFP, AACN, CERP

Computerized Testing 
By Fastest

Psychological, Vocational, 
Educational

Adult and Children

Harold B. Johnston, MD, P.S.
Allenmore Medical Center, B-3009  

South 19th & Union 
Tacoma, WA 98405  

Telephone 383-2413

Featuring 
Tacoma's Finest Homes

Richard C . Pessemier 
Sales Associate

2 7 2 - 4 1 3 8  O F F I C E  7 5 9 - 2 6 9 9  H O M E

S w a n s o n - M c G o l d r i c k ,  I n c .
W A S H IN G T O N  B U IL D IN G  S U I U  302  

T A C O M A ,  W A S H I N G  I O N  9JM02

Tacoma 
Medical 

Transcription

W e save you time and money!

State of the art Equipment

C all

475-1141

Audi 500QS Sedan

. . .  then select 
your new Audi 
and pay only 
cost plus 10%.

CLIP THIS AD
a n d  bring it to the 

d e a le rs h ip . . .

Audi Financing to 84  
months on 

approval o f credit. 
Offer expires October 15.

*Turbo Quattro excluded.

Tom Carstens 
Porsche-Audi

7044 S. Tacoma Way — 474-0651
Audi 4000S

Don'f
p u t  o f f  p r o f i t s

by putting off the 
acquisition of

equipm ent.

LEASE 
NOW

JohnC aughlanat NOkTH
472-3333 BANK

THE BUSINESS BANK
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A memorial fund in memory of Dr. John May has been established to 
provide trophies in his name for the Tacoma General Auxiliary 
Golf Tournament. Please send contributions to John May Memorial, 
c/o Tacoma General Auxiliary, T.G. Hospital, P.O. Box 5299, 
Tacoma, WA 98405. Please make checks payable to Tacoma General 
Auxiliary. For additional information call 594-1264.

NEtf APPLICANTS

The Medical Society welcoaes the 
following who have aade application 
for aeibership into the Society.

m m  s .  a m o n ( h . d .  ( v & m ) ,
Pediatrics. Born in Tacoaa,
5/24/86; aedical school. University 
of Washington, 1982; internship, 
University of Colorado, Pediatrics, 
6/82-6/83; residency, University of 
Colorado, Pediatrics, 6/84-6/86, 
WashingtoD State License, 1986, Dr, 
H e r m  is currently practicing at 
521 South E Street, Tacoaa, 627- 
9151, Dr, Her ron’s hose address is 
3908 Oak Lane, Tacoaa, 588*3395.

JENHII I. H I M ,  H.D, (Edward 
Qlafson), Psychiatry. Born in A k a ,  
Michigan 7/28/3 6 ; nodical school, 
University of A m o n a ,  1916; 
residency, University of Washington, 
Psychiatry, 7/76-6/80. Washington 
State License, 1986. Dr. Hinton is 
currently practicing at 1109 
Bridgeport Way WM Tacoaa, 565-904Q. 
Dr. fiinton’s hoae address is 4401 
Alaieda lest, Tacoaa, 564-1433,

AfiTHUH B. M O D E L ,  M.D. 

(Paaela),Pulaonary/
Internal Medicine. Born in Seattle, 
6/20/59; aedical school, University 
of Washington, 1977; internship, 
Hadigan A n y  Medical Center, 6/77- 
6/78; residency, Hadigan Aray 
Hedical Center, 7/18-6/80; graduate 
training, Hadigan Atay Hedical 
Center, Pulionary Hedicine, 7/80- 
6/82. Washington State License, 
1962, Dr. Knodel is currently 
practicing at 201 C 15th Avenue 
S.U., Puyallup, 841-4378, Dr, 
Rnodel’s hoae address is 10011 Wood
land Avenue Bast, Puyallup, 841- 
437 8,

BOBBET I ,  LIVINGSTON, H.D,
Eadiology, Born in Boston, 
Massachusetts, 7/1/50; sedical 
school, University of Pennsylvania, 
1376; internship, Swedish Hospital, 
6/76-6/77; residency, University of 
Washington, 6/77-6/80; fellowship, 
University of tfashington/Harborview 
Hedical Center, Neuroradiology, 
fi/84-6/85. Washington State 
License, 1977, Dr, Livingston is 
currently practicing at 3402 South 
18th Street, Tacoaa, 383-3731, Dr, 
livicgston’s hoae address is 2908 
Bast Republican, Seattle, 3 2 9- 
1604.

BQEEET P. m i m ,  H . D . , Radiology, 
Born in Indiana, 2/27/51; aedical 
school. University of Sansas, 1976; 
internship, Bronx U  Hospital, 
1/77-12/77; residency, St, Luk e’s 
Hospital, 1/78-12/80; Graduate 
Training, Brighaa 4 Woaen's H os
pital, 7/81-6/82; New York Uni
versity, 7/82-6/83. Washington 
State License, 1986, Dr. Eauktis 
is currently practicing at 3402 
South 18th Street, Tacoaa, 383- 
3731. Dr. Bauktis’s hoae address 
is 4405 Harbor Country Drive 14,
Gig Harbor, 851-8201,

JBH8 k. 3TBAHD, H.D. (Rosalinda), 
Colon-fiectal Surgery. Born in 
Portland, Worth Dakota 1/9/46; aed- 
ical school. University of North 
Dakota, 1973; Wa Hedical College of 
Wisconsin, 7/75-6/76; residency, 
University of Minnesota, General 
Surgery, 7/76-6/77; Hennepin County 
General Hospital, General Surgery,

7/77-3/78; Tripler A n y  Hedical 
Center, General Surgery, 7/79-6/81; 
fellowship, Carle Clinic, Colon- 
fiectal Surgery, 7/83-6/84. 
Washington State License, 1986.
Dr. Strand is currently practicing 
at 902 South L Street, Taenia, 363- 
5949. Dr. Strand's hoie addtess is 
10902 Glenwood Drive S.W,, Tacoaa, 
582-5613,

HICHAfiD S. TOBIN, H.D. (Jeaaiferl 
Eadiology. Born in Portland, 
Oregon 2/9/55; sedical school, 
University of Washington, 1981; 
internship, Virginia Mason, 6/81- 
6/82; residency, University of 
California, Sadiology, 6/82-6/85; 
Graduate Training, Northwestern, 
Interventional Eadiology, 6/85- 
7/86. Washington State License, 
1986, Dr. Tobin is currently prac
ticing at 34B8 South 18th, Tacoaa, 
383-3731. Dr. Tobin's hoae address 
is 4020 - 70th Avenue N.W., Gig 
Harbor,
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SOUTH HILL MEDICAL/DENTAL 
CONDOMINIUMS

Now Available —  Phase 1

13507 MERIDIAN SOUTH

WHY LEASE WHEN YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM OWNERSHIP 
WHILE PAYING NO MORE THAN YOUR PRESENT LEASE?

•  DEPRECIATION & INTEREST DEDUCTIONS .  QUALITY LOCATION

.  EXCELLENT LEVERAGEOPPORTUNITY .  HIGH TRAFFIC COUNTS

»  LEASE/OPTION TERMS AVAILABLE • EASY ACCESS

• PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP .  DESIGN YOUR OWN INTERIOR

SOUTH HILL MEDICAL/ DENTAL CENTER IS SITUATED IN THE 
HUB OF THE FASTEST GROWING AREA IN THE STATE. IT 

AFFORDS EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR BOTH OWNER 
OCCUPIED & INVESTOR PURCHASES. THIS IS A UNIQUE 

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY DEMANDING SERIOUS 
CONSIDERATION.

CALL

TG.C. CORPORATION
FOR MORE INFORMATION

848-8915

Crossroads Treatment Center

Alcoholism
A P rog ram  D es ig n e d  to  P rov ide  
C o m pre h e n s ive  T re a tm e n t fo r 
A ll F ace ts  o f A lco h o lism

P h ys ic ia n  D irec ted

F am ily  T re a tm e n t Inc luded

C o s t E ffec tive  O u tp a tie n t 
P rog ram

C ove re d  by m any Health 
In su ra n ce  P lans

FOR IN FO R M A TIO N  
C O N TAC T:

T ed B e rn ing , A d m in is tra to r 
5909 O rch a rd  St. W est 

T acom a , W A  98467

(206) 473-7474

CROSSROADS
TREATMENT
CENTER

A n  A pproved  W ashington A lcoho lism  
Treatm ent Facility

F a s te r  A g e n c y  P a y m e n ts
P ro d c ito  ih th o  I f  - u k 'i  in fU - i tri >fiu- c la im s  s u b m is s io n  

M E D IC A R E  C o m in g  S o o n :
M E D IC A ID  L A B O R  &  I N D U S T R I E S
D .S .H .S .  K .C -M .B ,

F o r  in fo rm a t io n  o n  
h o w  t o  s p o t * I  u p
y o u r  a ^ c n c y  I  ^  I  ^  1  ^ 1 1  1
re im b u rs e m e n t (..'ill'

1206) 6 8 2 -4 1 2 0 . 2 3 3 3  W e s te rn  A v e n u e . S e a tt le

•*f J  f  !  :  :  i  s *  :  * t *  • *  ? s t !  :  t  t  ;  :  :  r  r  ? :  :  J ? • ;  r

j

Pacific Northwest 
Opportunities

F o r  O B / G y n s

u r b a n  u x/m eri's  g r o u p  
p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  w ith , 

h o s p i t a l  s u p p o r t

f u l l  s p e c t r u m  o f  O B /
G y n , i n c lu d in g  h ig h  

r i s k - b u s y , u r b a n  
m u lt i- s p e c ia l t y  

c l i v  >/'

For fu rth e r  in fo r m a t io n  o n  h o w  
t h e s e  s e t t in g s  c a n  m e e t  p e r s o n a l 

a n d  p r o fe s s io n a l  g o a ls , s e n d  
c u r r ic u lu m  v ita e  o r  call:

The Friedrich Group 
9284 Femcliff Northeast 

Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 
(206) 842-5248 or 

(206) 527-3141
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Specialists in medical malpracticc insurance since 1945. 
Representing, CNA, ICA, St. Paul.

PER S IN G , D Y C K M A N  
& TO Y N B E E, INC. 
IN S U R A N C E  BRO KER S

Service that goes beyond the contract.

A full range of insurance coverage to meet all of your 
personal and professional needs.

705 South N inth, Tacoma WA 98405 l 627-71  83

Bob Sizer 
Doug Dyckman 
John Toynbee 
W ayne Thronson

Marge Johnson, CPCU 
Rob Rleder 
Bob Cleaveland, CLU 
Curt Dyckman

Personal Problems of Physicians Committee
For Im paired P hysicians  

Your colleagues want to help.
Medical Problems, Drugs,

Alcohol, Retirement, Emotional Problems

Committee Members
Patrick Donley, Chairman 272-2234 
WffliamA. McPhee 474-0751
Ronald C. Johnson 841-4241
JackP. Liewer 588-1759
Dennis F. Waldron 272-5127
Mrs. Marie Griffith 588-9371

Custom Compounding Rx
N at Progesterone Suppositories 

25, 50,100, 200, 400 mg.

Reglan Suppositories 
Any Strength

Union Avenue Pharmacy 
2302 S. Union Ave. 

Tacoma 
752-1705

)

M E D IC A L  S O C IE T Y  O F  P I E R C E  C O U N T Y  
7 0 5  S o u th  9 t h ,  S u i t e  2 0 3  
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PAID

TACOMA. WASH. 
PERMIT N0.605



\ M SPC

ion o\

1 1 i t s  y---- y . '\  J ' - " ■ T  I 1 — -  '\ i \  ^
jfi!fe > i 1 ■ 1 /
1  v i s i i | § :Tvi V -  . -\ : / \  . \ \

■%; r' m J J i  v - : V  • J r 1 r ' ^  J
he M ed ica l Society o f Pierce County

“N

ilfii

VOL. 1, NO. 2

SENATOR SLADE GORTON TO 
ATfflBfKSS OCTOBER GENERAL 
MEMRKRSHIP MEETING

The Tacoma Sheraton Hotel 
will be the site of the 
October 14 General member
ship meeting.
Senator Gorton will 
present "A National 
Perspective" on issues 
facing medicine today, 
such as; medicare, 
professional liability 
insurance and other major 
issues impacting the 
practice of medicine.

Spouses are invited, plan 
to attend - let’s show 
Senator Gorton we are 
interested in what 
Congress is doing with 
medicine.

OCTOBER, 1986

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
TO MEET

The four at-large committee 
members elected at the 
September General Member
ship Meeting, Drs. Gerald 
Anderson, Kenneth Graham, 
Gil Johnston and 
Surinderjit Singh will join 
members of the MSPC 
Executive Committee; 
President, Richard Hawkins; 
President Elect, Richard 
Bowe; Vice President,
Kenton Bodily; Secretary-

Treasurer, Robert Whitney, 
and Immediate Past 
President, Guus Bischoff 
to select the slate of 
candidates to serve as 
officers and trustees in 
1987.
If you are interested in 
serving as an officer or 
trustee, or would like to 
nominate a colleague, 
please contact one of the 
above committee members.

The Committee will be 
meeting in the first week 
of October.

CM COMPUTERS . INC. 
ENDORSED BY MSPC MEMBER
SHIP BENEFITS ...

The MBI Board of Directors 
has endorsed Ol Computers, 
a company specializing in 
medical systems. CMC has 
been computerizing 
physician offices since 
1963.

CMC’s software has been 
designed to fit the billing 
and management needs of 
different types of medical 
practices from single-user 
to 24-users.

CMC has a record of serving 
local physicians in a very 
satisfactory manner. If 
you are planning to 
computerize your office, 
call Sue Asher, Director, 
MBI, Inc. (572-3709) or 
Gail Norris- Smith, CEI 
Representative of CMC {383- 
3657).

PHYSICIANS ELECTED TO 
MEMBERSHIP

Congratulations are 
extended to the following 
provisional members who 
were elected to membership 
in the Medical Society of 
Pierce County at the 
September Board of Trustees 
meeting:
Joseph C. Clabots - 
Thoracic Surgery 
Gregory H. Cain - 
Pediatrician 

Leslie P. Fox - 
Ophthalmology 

David W. Gauger - 
General Surgery 

Ann Goodenberger - 
Internal Medicine 

Rodney A. Loeffler - 
Emergency Medicine 

Alan R. Potter - 
Pediatrician 

Mahmoud. Sarram - 
Ob-Gyn 

Duane C. Wilson - 
Radiology
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OFFICE SPACE

Lakewood Creekfront-custom executive home, 4 bedrooms, 3 1/2 
baths, swimming pool, decks, patios, extensive entertaining area, 
2 fireplaces. Secluded, elegant - 4,495 sq. ft., $270,000. FIX® 
ACUFF, 584-4908 home, or 581-4040 office. Parkwood Realty, Inc.

Professional office space for lease, University Place, 1500 sq. 
ft., call 863-7926.

Office Space with in-office lab and X-ray facilities to share 
with two sub-specialist in the Cedar Medical Center. Rent with 
option to buy. 1901 So. Cedar, Tacoma, 272-2261 or 572-3520.

POSITIONS AND PRACTICES

Family Practitioner, expanding two doctor practice in Puyallup. 
No OB or major surgery, 7 doctor call group. Contact; William 
Knittel at 841-2744.

PSYCHIATRIST - Full-time or part-time contractual position 
available with Comprehensive Mental Health Center. Requires 
board eligible psychiatrist with completion of three-year 
residency in psychiatry, licensed to practice medicine in the 
State of Washington. Responsibilities include client evaluation 
for medication, hospitalization, diagnosis or special treatment 
recommendations and clinical consultation to Center staff. 
Qualified applicants may submit resume to CMHC, 1201 So. Proctor, 
Tacoma, WA '98405. EOE.

N.W. Evaluation and Treatment Center seeking a Board eligible 
Psychiatrist for our 30 bed innovative adult in-patient unit! 
two to three days per week including call (1/2 to 3/4 time 
position) for salary and benefits. Send resume to: Stephen
Burr, Comptroller, NW Evaluation & Treatment, 1421 Minor, 
Seattle, 98101, 682-1699.

VOTE NOVEMBER 4
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AUXILIARY news GIFT WRAP AVAILABLE ENTERTAINMENT 87 BOCKS
Mrs. Edie Epstein, National 
Auxiliary representative on 
the AMPAC Board of Trustees 
will address the October 
General Meeting of the 
PCMSA on Friday, October 17 
10:00 a.m.
She is known as a dynamic, 
knowledgeable speaker.
Mrs. Epstein hails from Key 
Biscayne, Fla. She will 
speak on issues AMPAC is 
confronting on the national 
level.
Mary Skinner, President of 
the WSMAA and Mary 
Randolph, Western Regional 
Director for the AMA 
Auxiliary, will be 
attending the October 
meeting in Pierce County.
Thursday evening,October 
16, the Auxiliary will host 
a reception for Mrs.
Epstein at the Tacoma Dome 
Hotel, 7:30-9:30 P.M.
Plan to attend the 
reception to meet Mrs. 
Epstein and hear what AMPAC 
is doing for you on the 
national scene.
NOTE: To make reservations
for the October meeting, 
please call Rubye Ward 
(272-2688), Mimi Jergens 
(1-851-5720, or 
Alice Yeh (565-6929).

WAMPAC

Quality gift wrap will once 
again be available soon.
As a fund raising project, 
our Auxiliary will be 
selling holiday and all 
occasion wrapping paper and 
ribbon, the proceeds of 
which will benefit AMA-ERF.

Since it must be ordered by 
October 10 in order to be 
here by Christmas, please 
contact a board member or 
Shirley Keraman to place 
your order.

THANK YOU

The Auxiliary wants to 
express a special thank you 
to St. Joseph Hospital for 
providing meeting space and
wonderful refreshments for 
our September Board 
meeting! It was very much 
appreciated.

The Medical Society will be 
selling Entertainment 87 
books as an additional way 
to generate non-dues 
income.

The 1987 Entertainment 
membership will entitle you 
to utilize hundreds of two 
for one or 50% off offers 
for some of your favorite 
dining establishments, 
movies, hotels, sporting 
attractions and special 
events.

The 1987 Entertainment 
books sell for $27.00, 
an amount you can easily 
recoup with the use of just 
one or two coupon 
discounts. They also make 
nice gifts to your staff.

The Puget Sound 
Entertainment books are 
available by calling MBI at 
the Medical Society, 572- 
3709. Supply is limited, 
please call your order in 
as soon as possible.

Personal Problems of Physicians Committee
For Im paired Physicians 

Your colleagues w an t to  help.

M ed ica l Problems, Drugs.
A lcohol, Retirement, Emotional Problems

Comm ittee Members

Patrick Donley, Chairman 272-2234 
Robert A. O’Connell 627-2330
John R. McDonough 572-2424
William A. McPhee 474-0751
Ronald C. Johnson 841-4241
Jack P. Liewer 588-1759
Dennis F. Waldron 272-5127
Mrs. Marie Griffith 588-9371
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POSITIONS & PRACTICES

Emergency Room Physician, full time in a South Seattle Community 
Hospital, 12-15,000 visits per year, E.R. experience required, 
BE/BC preferred. Fee for service. Contact David Peterson, M.D., 
at Riverton Hospital, 12844 Military Road So., Seattle, WA 
98168, phone (206) 248-4730.

South Seattle Community Hospital seeking two internists (Board 
Certified). Immediate opening, office space available. Write or 
call: Riverton Hospital Administration, 12844 Military Road So.,
Seattle, WA 98168, phone (206) 248-4550.

D o n 't.
p uff pmiiis

by putting o ff  the 
acqu isition  o f 

equipm ent.

SO U TH  H IL L  M ED ICA L/D EN TA L  
CO N D O M IN IUM S

Now Available —  Phase 1

'i;;'
1

1 3 5 0 7  M ERIDIAN SOUTH

p W c
JohnCaughlan ai

4 7 2 - 3 3 3 3  b I S :
THE BUSINESS BANK

W H Y LEA SE WHEN YO U  CAN BEN EFIT FROM OWNERSHIP 
W HILE PAYING NO M ORE THAN YO UR PRESENT LEASE?

.  DEPRECIATION & INTEREST DEDUCTIONS .  QU AU TY LOCATION

• tXC E IO £K ri£A 'hR AC E  OPPORTUNITY •  HIGH TRAFFIC COUNTS

• LEAsE/OPTION TERMS AVAILABLE • EASY ACCESS

.  PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP .  DESIGN YOUR OW N INTERIOR

SOUTH HILL MEDICAL/DENTAL CENTER IS SITUATED IN THE 
HUB O F THE FASTEST GROWING AREA IN THE STATE. IT 

AFFORDS EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR BOTH OWNER 
O CCUPIED & INVESTOR PURCH ASES. THIS IS A UNIQUE 

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY DEMANDING SERIOUS 
CONSIDERATION.

CALL

T G .C . CO RPORA TIO N
FO R  M ORE INFORMATION

848-8915

MSPC NEWSLETTER 4 OCTOBER, 1S8„6



MB! APPLICANTS

The Hedical Society welcones the 
following ffho have sade application 
for neabership into the Society.
ALFRED MiLEH, H.D., Public Health. Born in
Glendale, Ohio, 12/22/37, Hedical school,
University of California School of Hedicine,
1963; internship, surgery, University of
California Hospital, 7/63-6/54; residency,
University of California Hospital, surgery, 7/64- 
6/66; Salter Reed Aray Institute, General
Preventative Hedicine, 7/70-6/72; graduate
training, University of California, Public
Health, 9/69-6/70. Washington State License,
1386, Dr. Allen is currently practicing at 3629 
South D Street, Tacoma.

JONATHAN P. BACON, H.D., Orthopaedic Surgery.
3om in DeEalb, Illinois, 10/07/16, Medical
school, Hedical College of Virginia, 1917;
iEterasiip, University of Texas, Orthopaedic
Surgery, 7/77-6/78; residency, University of 
Teyas, Orthopaedic Surgery, 7/77-6/82.
Washington State License, 1986, Dr, Bacon is
currently practicing at 1515 South I. Street, 

_  Tacona.
II HARIA T. CLAB0T8, H.D., Pediatric Endocrinology. 

Born in Havana Cuba, 01/09/54, Hedical School,
■ St. Louis University, 1975-78, University of

Kansas, 1978-79; internship, University of 
Kansas, pediatrics, 9/79-8/80; residency,

g  University of Kansas, pediatrics, 9/80-8/82.
|[ Washington State License, 1986,

CARLOS B. GARCIA, H.D., Cardiac Surgery. Born in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, 08/30/51. Hedical School, 
University of (ftah, 1978; internship, Oregon 

$  Health Sciences University, surgery, 6/78-6/79;
0  residency, Oregon Health Sciences University,

surgery, 7/79-6/84, cardiopulaonary surgery,
7/84-6/86. fesiington State License, 1986. Dr, 
Garcia iB currently practicing at 314 South I  

' Street, Tacoaa.
pc
[$J SCOTT SBfflUM), H,D,, Faailj Practice, Boro in
llfl Tacoaa, Washington, 03/27/57. Hedical School,
^  University of fashingtoD, 1983; residency,

University of Iowa Hospital and Clinic, 7/83- 
6/86, Washington State License, 1986. Dr. 

1 Kronlund is currently practicing at 800 Heridian
South, Puyallup.

1

PHILLIP LBSR, H.D., Radiology. fiorn in 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma, 10/28/52. Hedical 
School, UCLA, 1978; internship, Parkland 
Hospital, Dallas, Texas, Surgery, 7/78-6/79;
residency, Parkland Hospital, Dallas, Texas, 
Radiology, 1/80-12/82; graduate training, 
Parkland Hospital, Dallas, Texas, Nuclear
Hedicine, 1/83-6/83, Washington State License, 
1986, Dr. Lesh is currently practicing at 3402 
South 18th, Tacoaa,

NEVILLE A. I M S ,  H.D., Orthopaedics, Born in 
Bryn Manor, Pennsylvania, 07/26/50. Hedical 
School, University of Cincinnati, 1977; 
internship, Cincinnati Genera) Hospital, general 
surgery, 8/77-7/78; residency, Cincinnati General 
Hospital, general surgery, 7/78-7/79, Duke
University Hedical Center, orthopaedics, 10/81- 
6/85; graduate training, University of Colorado, 
Hand Surgery, 7/85-6/86. Washington State 
License, 1986, Dr. Lewis is currently practicing 
at 1002 South I  Street, Tacoaa.

GBNE B. TBQBAUGH, H.D., Cardiology. Born in 
Portland, Oregon, 11/15/43. Hedical School,
University of Oregon, 1969; internship, Hennepin 
County General Hospital, 6/69-6/70; residency, 
Hennepin County General Hospital, 7/70-6/73, 
Washington State License, 1973. Dr. Trobaugh is
currently practicing at 3021 Griffin Avenue,
Enuaclaw.

STUABT H. WEINSTBIN, H.D., Physical Hedicine and 
Behabiiitation, 8orn in Arkansas, 03/25/58. 
Hedical School, New York Hedical College, 1983; 
residency, University of Washington, 
Rehabilitation Hedicine, 7/83-6/86. Washington 
State License, 1984. Dr. Weinstein is currently 
practicing at 1901 South Cedar #302, Tacoaa,

V O T E  N O V E M B ER  4

Medical Office Space

AVAILAB LE

Adjacent to 
St. Joseph Hospital

1 3 6 0  sq. ft.
A ll A m en ities

R eady  to  M o ve  in to

572-6730

Custom RX Compounding
N at. P ro g e s te ro n e  S u p p o s ito r ie s  

25, 50, 100, 200 , 4 0 0  m g.

M in o x id il L o tio n  
1 ,2 , 3, 4 ,5 %

Union Avenue Pharmacy 
2302 S. Union Ave. 

Tacoma 
752-1705

Crossroads Treatment Center

Alcoholism
A Program Designed to Provide  
Com prehensive Treatm ent for 
All Facets of Alcoholism

Physician Directed

Fam ily Treatm ent Included

Cost Effective Outpatient 
Program

Covered by many Health 
Insurance Plans

FO R  IN FO R M A TIO N  
CO NTACT:

Ted Berning, Adm inistrator 
5909  O rchard St. W est 

Tacom a, W A  98467

( 206)  473-7474

CROSSROADS
TREATMENT
CENTER

An Approved Washington A lcoholism  ' 
Treatment Facility
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DR. MYRA VOZENILEK DIES 
SEPTEMBER 11 FOLLOWING A 

LENGTHY ILLNESS

Dr. Vozenilek, a 
radiologist and long time 
participant in Medical 
Society activities passed 
away September 11 following 
a lengthy illness.

Dr. Vozenilek was a caring, 
concerned and committed 
physician. She will be 
missed by all who had the 
benefit of knowing her.
A memoriura to Dr. Vozenilek 
will appear in the November 
Bulletin.

■ ■ i

DR. RALPH JOHNSON NAMED 
WSMA PRESIDENT ETjECTT

Dr. Ralph Johnson, general 
and thoracic surgeon and 
Past President of the 
Medical Society of Pierce 
County was nominated and 
elected President Elect of 
WSMA at its 97th Annual 
Meeting held in Spokane, 
September 
18-21.

Dr. Johnson will assume the 
Presidency in September, 
1987 when the Annual 
Meeting will be held in 
Tacoma.

A long-time participant in 
Society and WSMA 
activities, Dr. Johnson 
will bring to the office a 
wealth of talent, 
experience and energy.

The Society extends its 
congratulations.

MEDICAL ASSISTANTS PRESENT 
SEMINAR ON "RISK  
MANAGEMENT FOR THE MEDICAL 
O FFICE”

The seminar will be pre
sented Saturday, October 
11, St. Joseph’s Hospital.
Topics will include; Legal 
Aspects of Records Manage
ment, Malpractice Statutes, 
Who Can Be Sued,
Termination of Patient 
Care, Anatomy of a Mal- 
Practice Case and other 
important issues.

For registration and more 
information, please call 
Val McKnight at 922-6145 or 
Linda Reynolds at 272-1076 
evenings.

Tacoma tjgA Medical 
^ ^ T r a n s c r i p t i o n

W e  save you tim e and  money!

State o f the art Equipm ent

Call
4 7 5 - 1 1 4 1

s E f i K M E E R  G E N E R A L  

M E E T I N G  D RAW S R E m p p

"Health Care Contracting 
... 1986" was the topic for 
the September 9 General 
Membership Meeting. Over 
200 members registered for 
the dinner and program at 
Fircrest Golf Club.

Dr. Gil Johnston repre
sented the Washington 
Association of Medical 
and Surgical Specialists, 
Inc.. Tacoma (Family 
Practice) IPA’s position 
was presented by Dr. David 
Pomeroy. Dr. Gil Roller 
presented the posture of 
the Pierce County Medical 
Bureau and Mr. Frank Baker 
viewed the current 
situation from the 
perspective of the 
Washington Hospital 
Association.

The message was that 
physicians had better 
become involved and begin 
working together. The 
alternative is to become a 
small component of 
"managed health-care."

F a s t e r  A g e n c y  P a y m e n ts
Prodeitci is th e  lu a d w  in c 'lvau>nii, Uairrv-. •f.uhnu^sion
M ED ICARE Coming Soon:
M ED ICAID  LA B O R  & IN D U S TR IE S
D.S.H.S. K.C.M.B.

F o r  in fo rm a tio n  o n  
h o w  to  s p e e d  up
yo u r a g e n c y  I  C ^ l  1
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  c n l l

(2 0 6 ) 6 8 2 -4 1 2 0 , 2 3 3 3  W e s t e r n  A v e n u e . S e a tt le

i • •••• >••••*

•••••
•••••

•  •• 
••• 
••• ••• 
••• 
• •• ••• 
• •• 
•••
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COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION 
627-7137 

Category I 
Continuing Medical Education

OCTOBER - CALENDAR

ELECTROCARDIOGRAPHY 
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 31 
8:00 to 9:00 am - Jackson Hall 
No Fee

COMMON OFFICE PROBLEMS
PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS 

October 2, 3 - 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Jackson Hall
Preregistration required

STRESS, EMOTION AND THE HEART 
October 24 - 9:00 a» to 4:00 pm 
Sheraton Tacoma Hotel
Topics presented by the nations 
leading authorities . .
ROBERT S. ELIOT, M . D ,FACC,FACP 
DAVID V. SHEEHAN, M.D.
Preregistration required 
No Fee - $Lunch $20

CPR FOR PHYSICIANS ONLY 
October 13 - 7:00 to 9:00 am 
Jackson Hall
Preregistration required 
No Fee

HYPERTENSION
THE ELDERLY PATIENT 

October 13 - St. Joseph Hospital 
7:45 to 9:00 am - Lagerquist 
Preregistration required 
No Fee

FOCUS: CRITICAL CARE
October 29, 30 — 8:00 to 5:00
Sheraton Tacoma Hotel
Topics presented by various 
national experts.
Preregistration is required

Personal Problems of Physicians Committee
For Im pa ired  Physicians 

Your colleagues want to help 

M edical Problems, Drugs.
Alcohol, Retirement, Emotional Problems

Committee Members

Patrick Donley, Chairman 272-2234 
Robert A. O'Connell 627-2330
John R. McDonough 572-2424
William A. McPhee 474-0751
Ronald C. Johnson 641-4241
Jack P. Liewer 588-1759
Dennis F. Waldron 272-5127
Mrs. Marie Griffith 588-9371
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WSMA ANNUAL MEETING 
HIGHLIOfTS

The Pierce County 
delegation played an 
influential role in many 
of the decisions reached 
at the 97th annual 
meeting of the WSMA in 
Spokane, September 18-21.

Dr. Richard Hawkins, Vice 
Speaker presided over the 
House of Delegates review 
of Reference Committee A &
B reports. He received 
many kudos for his 
excellent knowledge of 
parliamentary procedure 
and control of the House 
activities. Dr. William 
Marsh, President, WSMA- 
Hospital Medical Staff 
Section presided over a 
very interesting and well 
attended meeting of the 
Section. Dr. Richard 
Bowe, chaired Reference 
Committee "C". Dr. Robert 
Whitney chaired the 
Credentials Committee and 
Dr. Peter Marsh was a 
member of Reference 
Committee ”B”.
Dr. Charles Weatherby, MSPC 
Trustee was elected to 
serve as WSMA Trustee.

Dr. Richard Hawkins, MSPC 
President was re-elected 
Vice Speaker of the House 
of Delegates and Dr. Robert 
Scherz was reelected to 
serve a two year tern as 
WSMA Trustee.
Some of the more hotly 
contested issues were 
"Case Management/ 
Gatekeeper" concept, Drug 
Testing of Physicians, 
Uncompensated Care,

Impaired Physician Program, 
Professional 
Liability, Medical 
Discipline, Pap Smear 
testing, Peer Review,
Living Wills, Dues, 
Initiative #92, Closed 
Medical Staff and many 
others matters.
Dr. Lonnie Bristow, AMA 
Trustee, responded to the 
question, How should 
medicine respond to the 
problems of Access To Care. 
Dr. Robert Coe, Chairman, 
WA. State Medical 
Disciplinary Board 
recommended the Board be 
separated from the 
Department of Licensing.
Dr. Coe believes the Board 
has reached a "plateau” and 
there must be change in the 
fundamental laws governing 
the Board.

Keynoting the WSMA-Hospital 
Medical Staff Section 
meeting was Dr. Howard L. 
Lang. Dr. Lang urged that 
Medical Staffs be a 
separate entity, with its 
own medical director and 
legal counsel.

Dr. Ron Taylor, 
representing Humana along 
with Dr. Marsh,Good 
Samaritan were the only 
representatives from Pierce 
County Hospitals attending 
the meeting. Hospital 
medical staffs are urged to 
have your chiefs of staff 
attend these meetings.
Many important issues are 
being discussed and events 
are occurring so rapidly in 
the changing environment it 
is very important for you 
to keep abreast of what is 
happening.
PRO/W generated much debate

in the reference committees 
and on the House floor. 
PRO/W is awaiting word from 
HCFA if it is to receive a 
contract for 1987.

Representing MSPC as 
Delegates at the meeting 
were: Drs.
Kenton C. Bodily 
Richard G. Bowe 
David G. Clark 
Michael L. Halstead 
Peter K. Marsh 
DeMaurice Moses 
Paul Schneider 
Charles M. Weatherby 
Robert B. Whitney

Alternate Delegates: Drs.
Charles L. Anderson 
David Hopkins 
James D. Krueger 
William G. Marsh 
Gilbert J. Roller 
Ronald G. Taylor 
Stanley W. Tuell 
Richard T. Vimont

AMA Alternate Delegate:
Dr. Ralph Johnson

Auxiliary Delegates:
Cindy Anderson 
Sharon Ann Lawson 
Jo Roller 
Alice Wilhyde

It should be noted that 
MSPC representatives to the 
WSMA Annual Meeting do so 
at considerable expense. 
The meeting lasts four days 
and MSPC does not reimburse 
for any expenses.

VOTE NOVEMBER 4
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det\a hallniuiiia
V and associates inc.

1 1 1  2 4  G R A V E L L Y  L A K E  D R . S .W . •  T A C O M A , W A  9 8 4 9 9  
O F F IC E :  5 8 1  - 4 4 9 0  T O L L  F R E E : 1 - 8 0 0 - 2 5 1  - 4 6 6 3 .  E X T . 581

100 F T . G R A V E L L Y  L A K E . 25  year old, one owner custom contemporary, 
4 0 0 0  sq. f t ,  4 6 5  f t  deep. 4  bedrooms, 3 baths, rec. room. $ 325 ,000 . 20819.

C R E E K  F R O N T A G E . Park setting. Property 200' x 180'. Original owner, 
4 0 0 0  sq. fL, 5 bedroom s, 3 1/2baths, daylight, contemporary. $295 ,000 . 18725.

G IG  H A R B O R  W A T E R F R O N T . Architecturally designed by Alan Liddle. 
Minutes from bridge. W estern exposure. 3900+  sq. fL, 4  bedrooms, 3 baihs. 
$ 6 2 5 ,0 0 0 . 24526.

D ena H ollow w a 584-1615

W orking
S o lu tion s

Professional Services 
For The Injured

410 S.W. 153rd Street Seattle, WA 98166 
(206) 244-5460

Serving all P ierce and King C oun ties -nea r SeaTac Airport

Work Hardening  ̂
And Physical 
Conditioning 

Proa ram
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
(Spouses are welcome)

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1986

“A NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE”
WITH

SENATOR SLADE GORTON

DATE: T uesd a y , O c to b e r  14, 1986

TIME: N o  h o s t c o c k ta ils  6 :0 0  P.M. D in n e r  6 :4 5  P.M . P ro g ra m  7 :3 0  P M .

PLACE: S h e ra to n  T a c o m a  H o te l
S o u th  13 th  &  B ro a d w a y  P la z a

COST: D in n e r, $17.50 p e r  p e rs o n

R e g is te r now. P le a s e  c o m p le te  th e  a tta c h e d  re s e rv a t io n  fo rm  a n d  re tu rn  it, w ith  a  c h e c k  fo r  th e  approp ria te
a m o u n t  m a d e  p a y a b le  t o  th e  M e d ic a l S o c ie t y  o f  P ie rc e  C o u n ty ,  in  th e  e n c lo s e d  p re -a d d re s s e d  enve lope. Or, 
c a ll th e  M e d ic a l S o c ie ty  o ffic e , 572-3667, to  c o n f irm  y o u r  a tte n d a n c e .

D u e  to  th e  s p e c ia l a r ra n g e m e n ts  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  th is  m e e tin g , re s e rv a t io n s  m u s t b e  m a d e  n o  la te r  th a n  Friday, 
O c to b e r  10.

REGISTRATION:
Y e s , I (w e )  h a v e  s e t  a s id e  th e  e v e n in g  o f  O c to b e r  14 to  jo in  m y  fe l lo w  S o c ie ty  m e m b e rs  a n d  s p o u s e s  for 

th e  p re s e n ta t io n  b y  U .S . S e n a to r  S la d e  G o rd o n .

—  P le a s e  r e s e r v e ----------------------------- d in n e r (s )  a t $17 .50  p e r  p e rs o n  ( ta x  a n d  q r a tu i t y  in c lu d e d ) .  E n c lo s e d  is
m y  c h e c k  fo r  $ ___________________ __

—  I re g re t  I a m  u n a b le  to  a t te n d  th e  d in n e r  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  m e e t in g ,  i w i l l  a t te n d  th e  p ro g ra m  o n ly .

D r:

R E T U R N  TO M S P C  B Y  N O  LATER T H A N  FRIDAY, O C T O B E R  10.
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MBI UPDATE
Placements and Publications 3. Recommend the Placement 1987 POCKET DIRECTORY

The Medical-Dental Place
ment Service is the Society 
owned and operated place
ment agency. Our primary 
goal is to make appropriate 
matches between qualified 
applicants and physicians, 
dentists, or other allied 
health employers. After 
placing a job order with 
the placement service, 
employers may review resume 
packets or allow the staff 
to screen and set up 
interviews. If the 
applicants registered are 
not appropriate, the 
Placement Service will 
advertise your job 
confidentially, screen the 
responses, check references 
and send you only the 
applicants that meet your 
job requirements.
What can member physicians 
do to support and maintain 
this service?

1. Give your placement 
service your exclusive .job 
order. Why? to save 
yourself time and money by 
allowing staff to advertise 
and screen. Many appli
cants are already on file 
with us allowing us to make 
the placement. If, after 
an agreed upon time, we 
have not found a suitable 
candidate for you, then 
place your ad and try it 
yourself. Most of the 
time, this will not be 
necessary.

2. Provide the Placement 
Service with a well 
developed .job description.

Service to your colleagues 
rather them supply them 
with resumes obtained from 
the Placement Service. 
Distributing confidential 
resumes compromises the 
Placement Services contract 
with it’s applicants.
4. Work with us, not 
against us. We are here to 
serve your needs, and if we 
all work together we will 
be able to maintain this 
service for you.

The 1987 Pocket Directory 
(Pierce County Physicians 
and Surgeons) will soon be 
in the final stages of 
production.
If you want to confirm the 
information for your 
listing, please call Sue 
Asher at MBI, 572-3709. 
Information for listings 
will be taken from the blue 
form you returned to us in 
May and June. If we did 
not receive a blue form 
from you, the listing will 
stay the same as for for 
the '86' book. The 1987 
Directory will be 
distributed in December.

O
<

S3

^ D IA P E R  RASH^ti
IS NOT A WAY OF LIFE

You can recommend professional
diaper service w ith  confidence.

*  Laboratory Controlled. Each m on th  
a random  sample o f  o u r diapers is 
sub jected to  exhaustive studies in a 
b iochem ica l labora to ry.

*  Utm ost Convenience. Thanks to  p ick 
up and de live ry service, ou r p roduc t 
comes when you  need it.

*  Economical. A ll th is  service, a ll th is  
p ro te c tio n  against d iaper rash costs 
fa r less than  paper diapers — o n ly  
pennies m ore a day than hom e- 
washed diapers.

C A U T IO N  T O  Y O U R  P A T IE N TS . 11 is  il le g a l to 
d is p o s e  o f h u m a n  e x c re m e n t  in  g a rb a g e . 
P a re n ts  a re  d o in g  th is  w ith  p a p e r /p la s t ic  
d ia p e r s .  " D i s p o s a b le "  i s  a m i s n o m e r .

T A C O M A  W A T O L L  FREE
3 8 3 -B A B Y  1 -8 0 0 -5 6 2 -B A B Y

Washington's Oldest, Most Trusted 
Professional Diaper Service 

Serving O ur Second GenerationIF
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Specialists in medical malpractice insurance since 1945. 
Representing, CNA, ICA, St. Paul.

PERSING , DYCKMAN  
& TOYNBEE, INC.
INSURANCE BRO KERS

Service that goes beyond the contract.

A full range of insurance coverage to meet all of your 
personal and professional needs.

7 0 5  South N in th . Tacoma WA 9 8 4 0 5  I 6 2 7 -7 1 8 3

B o b  Sizer 
Doug Dyckm an 
Jo h n  Toy nbee 
W ayne Thronson

M arge Johnson, CPCU 
R o b Rieder 
B ob  Cleaveland, CLU 
Curt Dyckman

Featuring 
T aco m a's Finest H om es

Richard C. Pessemier 
Sales Associate

2 7 J -4 1  C l  O l  F l C f c  H O M E

i\ w h i -v  . 'O N  ii‘ t l iK m  , ■%l11 rf '.i,j
f M  O M A  W AM I INC I O N  -'JUJII.'

Computerized Testing 
By Fastest

Psychological, Vocational, 
Educational

Adult and Children

Harold B. Johnston, MD, P.S.
Allenmorc Medical Center, B-3009 

South 19th <fc Union 
Tacoma, WA 98405 

Telephone 383-2413

M E D IC A L  S O C IE T Y  O F  P I E R C E  C O U N T Y  
7 0 5  S o u t h  9 t h ,  S u i t e  2 0 3  

T a c o m a ,  W a s h in g to n  9 8 4 0 5





Oral
Suspension 
250 m g /5  ml

500-mg Pulvules

Suspension 
125 m g /5  ml

K e fle x
cephalexin

Additional information 
available to the profession 
on request.

Dlsta Products Company
Division of EH Lilly and Company 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46285 
Mfd. by Eli Lilly industries, Inc. 

s, Puerto Rico 00630
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President’s Page

O ft Doom and Gloom

:

The themeol 1986 among 
physicians seems to be "It's not fun 
anymore." Who would have thought 
that doctors would feel this way? It 
seems like there are lots of bad things 
happening to and within our 
profession.

Physicians are criticized for 
doing too much and for not doing 
enough, for being too ineffective and 
for being too expensive, for 
overutilization and for not being 
available. One sort of begins to feel 
that, no matter what you do, it will be 
wrong. Yet we know that now more 
than ever we are taking better care of 
more people more efficiently.

You are probably tired of 
hearing about the crisis that seems to 
be upon us. As I talk about the things 
that are happening to physicians, I 
feel like Doctor Gloom and Doom.

I am not much of a linguist, but I 
have been told that, in the Chinese 
language, the characters that mean 
crisis also mean opportunity, lam 
inclined to think that this "crisis” 
should be viewed as an opportunity.

MARKETING
The old rule about building a 

practice was to take good care of your 
patients and the practice would build 
and maintain itself. Satisfied patients 
return and recommend you to their 
neighbors, and referring physicians 
recognize good patient care and 
send more patients for consultation

Then the new rule became 
marketing. In order go get and 
maintain your market share, you need 
to mart<et your services.

Yes, a few patients would be 
influenced by a "hype" approach in 
advertising. Madison Avenue 
advertising seems to be successful in 
two respects, creating a market where 
there was none and developing

expectations greater than reality. Is 
that what physicians want? Is that 
what patients want? Medical care is 
not an elastic market, expandable by 
clever advertising. Creating 
expectations that you cannot achieve 
is not only unethical, it is stupid; 
consider the malpractice implications 
if nothing else.

The new rule will have positive 
effects by making us more sensitive 
to the needs of patients, and to let 
them know what they want to know. 
But then that was part of the old rule, 
if it were done right.

MANPOWER
We have good indications that 

the previous physician shortage is 
rapidly reversing itself. As the 
number of physicians increases, each 
physician has less demand to care for 
lots of patients and a greater 
opportunity to spend more time with 
each patient. Doctors may no longer 
be able to hide behind the excuse 
that they were too busy, or that the 
sicker patient had to be cared for first.
I think that will be a benefit to our 
patients.

Fewer patient care 
responsibilities frees the doctor to 
have time for non-professional 
activities. Ourfamilliesandour 
communities will be glad to have more 
of our time.

Arrogance can be the product 
of demand. U demand decreases 
because there is an increased supply 
of physicians, I think our patients will 
benefit from the changes in physician 
behavior that we could expect.

MEDICAL RESEARCH
Our researchers are doing a 

very fine job of developing new 
investigative and ireatmerrt modalities 
for us to use to help our patients. You

might wonder what I have to say about 
medical research when I am talking 
about opportunity; the challenges 
confronting medicine appear to attack 
research preferentially—costs, anti
technology attitudes, distain for 
uncertainty.

This does indeed present us 
with an opportunity, not only to 
continue improving detection and 
management of disease, but to 
increase research into health care 
delivery methods. In my opinion, this 
is a very important opportunity to do 
something long overdue-develop a 
better scientific basis forwhat we do, 
why we do it, and when we do it.

Doctors frequently claimthat 
physicians must have control of their 
professional judgement, that non- 
physicians do not have the 
knowledge and experience to make 
the decisions that doctors have to 
make. Yet we are criticized that our 
judgements are not sound. One 
need only look at the wide variation in 
physician recommendations to be 
justified in asking the question, "Do 
doctors know what they are doing?"

When should which tests be 
used in evaluating abdominal pain? 
Under what circumstances and how 
should patients be re-evaluated after 
coronary artery procedures? Iwould 
like to have a more sound scientific 
basis for who should have which tests 
and treatments, and when.

Part of that basis should 
include good analysis of alternatives 
and costs, with quantification of 
probabilities.

If our knowledge of pathology, 
treatment methods and effects is 
complete, and if we apply that 
knowledge property, and if we help 
our patients make informed choices,

Continued on page 6.
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"A Humorous Look at 
Medicine"

Dr. Jack Lein will be the 
featured speaker at the Annual Joint 
Dinner Meeting scheduled for 
Tuesday, Dec. 9. Dr. Lein, Vice 
President Health Sciences, University 
of Washington Medical School, is well 
known for his outstanding sense of 
humor and is much sought after as an 
after-dinner speaker.

The meeting will be held in the 
Ballroom of the Sheraton Tacoma 
Hotel. Social hour will begin at 6:30 
p.m., dinner at 7:15 p.m. and program 
at8:15p.m.

It promises to be an evening of 
fun with Dr. Lein as the feature 
speaker along with the installation of 
1987 Medical Society officers and 
Trustees, raffles and prizes. Putiton 
yourcalendar.

Dr. Robert Whitney, Jr. 
named as fellow.

Dr. Robert B. Whitney, Jr. 
has been named one of 84 fellows by 
the American College of Radiology, a 
national organization serving more 
than 20,000 radiologists, radiation 
oncologists and radiological 
physicists. The Board of Chancellors 
named Dr. Whitney during the 
convocation ceremonies at the 
annual meeting of the American 
College of Radiology, Sept. 16, in 
Baltimore, Maryland.

Fellowships to the college 
are awarded for significant scientific or 
clinical research in the field of 
radiology, or significant contributions 
to its literature. Criteria for selection 
also include performance of 
outstanding service as a teacher of 
radiology, service to organized

medicine and an outstanding 
reputation among colleagues and 
local community as a result of long 
term superior service.

Prospective Fellows must 
be active members of the American 
College of Radiology for five years 
and be nominated by two fellows of 
the College. Nominations are 
reviewed by a committee before 
going to the Board of Chancellors for 
final approval.

Dr. Michael Goerss 
participates in GO 
Championships.

Dr. Michael Goerss 
participated in the West Coast 
Championship forthe Japanese 
board game of GO, Aug. 23-24 near 
Seattle. His record of fourwins and 
two losses put him into a three-way tie 
for second in his division. With two 
other players amassing more tie- 
breaking points, however, Dr. Goerss 
received fourth place.

Transferring patient 
records...

One of the most frequent 
complaints the Medical Society office 
receives from the public is the 
difficulty in transferring their medical 
records. The Ethics/Standards of 
Practice Committee and the Board of 
Trustees approved the following 
Ethical Guidelines concerning 
transfer of medical records:

Where as in the past, it was 
common practice to transfer medical 
records between physicians without 
problems and without cost, this has not 
been the case in recent years. There 
have been increasing associated costs 
and there have been a new crop o f 
problems associated with transfer 
requests.

Your committee feels that 
physicians should honor all requests of a 
person who is o r has been a patient for 
access to his records, and that the same 
request should be  honored fo r a  medical 
representative o f that patient under 
appropriate written authorization.

Ordinarily, a summary o f 
pertinent patient information should be 
considered satisfactory.

For copying charts, the 
originating physician's office may charge 
a reasonable fee. The committee feels 
that 50 cents pe r page is reasonable.
This charge may be levied against the 
patient, the patient's representative, or 
the requesting physician.

Access to a chart should 
only be withheld where prohibited by law, 
or where for psychiatric o r other medical 
reasons in the judgement of the patient's 
physician, such release would be 
detrimental to the patient. Under those 
conditions, access should only be 
pursuant to an order o f the court.

It is unethical to withhold 
transfer o f medical records o r pro vision of 
a copy o f medical records because of an 
unpaid bill for medical sen/ices.

It is suggested that access 
to medical records in the originating 
physician's office by the requesting 
physician's personnel be granted, if this 
is more convenient and less expensive.
In the spirit o f cooperation, for charts that 
are voluminous, old or o f lim ited value; the 
physician with the original record should 
be contacted personally by the 
requesting physician for such 
information. A telephone call may thus 
suffice.

N e w s  b r ie fs  c o n t in u e d  o n  n e x t  p a g e .
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President's Message: On Doom 
and G loom , con tinued  from  
page 4.

then I think we will be more immune to 
criticism. Because we will be taking 
better care of our patients.

THE TAKE-HOME LESSON
Certainly, in 1986, physicians 

have plenty of opportunity to be 
depressed. The challenge to us is to 
make this an opportunity for positive 
changes.

The take-home lesson has 
been said many times, but I do not 
think it can be repreated too many 
times. In these changing and trying 
times for physicians, we have to 
remember that our patients are the 
bottomline. What is good tor our 
patients is good for physicians--take 
care of our patients interests and our 
interestswillbetakencareof. ■

Richard Hawkins

Good News for 
Board Members of 
Non-Profit 
Corporations...

The last 15 years have 
seen dramatic changes in the laws 
governing personal liability of 
corpoate officers and directors. Many 
major businesses find it difficult to 
attract and retain capable directors 
because of the risk and expense of 
becoming a defendant in litigation 
resulting from corporate actions. 
Corporations have resorted to 
amending their articles of 
incorporation to indemnify their 
officers and directors, or purchasing 
insurance against the possibility of 
claims which involve them. Such 
insurance, however, is expensive and 
increasingly difficult to obtain.

This increased risk in the 
commercial setting has caused 
individuals serving non-profit 
corporations (typically as members of 
the board of a charity or an 
educational institution) to wonder 
whether they have the same 
exposure to liability. Whatisthe 
individual's responsibility forthe 
actions of the corporation? Is service 
worth the risks involved? How can

one protect against expensive 
lawsuits, howeverfriviious, except by 
refusing to serve? Is it necessary to 
buy insurance to protect oneself?

The recent session of the 
Washington Legislature addressed 
the subject as part of the Tori Reform 
Act of I986, signed by the governor 
on April 4. Where, under existing law, 
officers and directors of non-profit 
corporations could be held for simple 
negligence, a finding of gross 
negligence is now required. The new 
statute provides:

(1) Except as p rovided in 
subsection (2)...a m em ber o f the board o f 
directors o r an officer o f any nonprofit 
corporation is no t civilly liable fo r any act 
o r omission in the course and  scope o f his 
o r  her offic ia l capacity unless the act or 
omission constitutes gross negligence.

(2) Nothing in this section 
shall lim it o r m odify in any m anner the 
duties o r liabilities o f a  d irector o r  officer

o f a  corporation to the corporation or the 
corporation's shareholders.

While the new law makes it 
more difficult for a non-profit officer or 
director to be held liable tor his act of 
the acts of others, it does not 
eliminate the risk. If one does not 
intend to take an active part in the 
affairs of a non-profit corporation, he 
should not offerto sen/e. Inattention 
or inactivity can, under some 
circumstances, amount to gross 
negligence. ■

R e p r in t  f r o m  t h e  Reed McClure Letter,

Change of Address
Dr. Thomas G. Griffith has moved his 
office to 1530 S. Union, Tacoma, WA, 
Office phone:(206) 756-0933, 
Surgery Suite phone:(206) 756- 
9605.

Thomas G. Griffith, MD, FACS

is p leased  to  a n n o u n c e  th e  re lo ca tio n  o f his office 

for th e  p ra c tic e  o f

Plastic
Maxillofacial

Reconstructive Surgery
& Surgery of the hand

and the establishment of the 
Ambulatory Plastic Surgery Center

at

1530 South Union 
Tacoma. Washington 98405

Surgery Suite 
(206)756-9605 Office Phone 

(206)756-0933
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Board of Trustees 
Minutes

Tues. Sept. 2,1986

The Board of Trustees forthe 
Medical Society of Pierce County 
met, Tuesday, Sept. 2,1986, at St. 
Joseph Hospital. Members present 
were: Drs. Richard Hawkins 
(President), DeMaurice Moses,
Michael Halstead, Richard Bowe, Paul 
Schneider, Robert Whitney, Charles 
Weatherby, Kenton Bodily, Barry 
Weled, Guus Bischoff and Mrs.
Beverly Graham (attending for Mrs. 
Duffy); also present were: Drs.
Fulcher, Alenick, Taylor, Russell, 
Akamatsu, Cheah, Bargrenand Rich; 
guests: Dr. Pat Donley, Chairman, 
Personal Problems of Physicians 
Committee; Mr. Jackman.

The minutes of the June 3,
1986 Board of Trustees Meeting were 
approved and filed.

FINANCE REPORT:
Dr. Whitney noted that the 

Society had been reimbursed by its 
insurance carrier, CNA, for the sum 
the Society has paid in its defense of 
the antitrust lawsuit it is presently 
involved in. In the future, the 
Society's counsel will directly bill CNA 
rather than the Society.

The Board discussed at length 
approaches the Society could make 
to enlist those physicians who have 
not elected to participate in organized 
medicine. To focus particularly on 
those specialties where a sizable 
minority do not belong to local, state 
or national organizations.

A motion was made that' THE 
SOCIETY DRAFT A TELEPHONE 
SCRIPT TO DISCUSS 
MEMBERSHIP RECRUITING OF NON
MEMBERS. THIS SCRIPT WOULD 
BE PROVIDED TO THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE SPECIALTY SOCIETIES,
WHO IN TURN WOULD ASSIGN 
VARIOUS MEMBERS TO MAKE 
CALLS TO

NON-MEMBERS." The 
motion was seconded and 
unanimously approved.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
Dr. Hawkins reported on the 

Executive Committee Meeting of 
Tuesday, Aug. 19. The report was 
approved and filed.

AUXILIARY REPORT:
Mrs. Beverly Graham 

(Kenneth) reported on the successful 
membership drive via a phone-a-thon 
in which 40 volunteers have 
tentatively enlisted 150 new 
members to the Auxiliary. She noted 
the phone-a-thon was organized by 
Mrs. Alice Wilhyde.

Mrs. Graham reported that the 
Auxiliary will be hosting a reception for 
Mrs. Edie Epstein, Auxiliary 
representative to the AMPAC Board 
on Thursday, Oct. 16. Mrs. Epstein 
will address the Auxiliary October 
Membership Meeting on Friday, Oct. 
17. The report was filed.

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 
REPORT:

It was reported that the 
Committee had met and reviewed the 
files of ten applicants. Those 
approved for membership were: 
Gregory C. Cain, MD; Leslie P. Fox, 
MD; Ann Goodenberger, MD; Allen 
R. Potter; Dwayne C. Wilson, MD; 
Joseph C.CIabots, MD; David W. 
Gauger, MD; Rodney A. Loeffler,
MD; MahmoudSarram, MD.

One applicants file was placed on 
hold pending clarification of licensing 
procedure.

EMS COMMITTEE REPORT:
Dr. Fulcher reported that the

present malpractice insurance 
situation for pre-hospital care for base 
station physicians is unresolved. The 
report was filed.

ETHICS COMMITTEE REPORT:
Dr. Taylor, Chairman, related to 

the Board certain questions regarding 
a prenatal care program being 
instituted in the county. The report 
was approved and filed.

MEDICAL-LEGAL COMMITTEE:
The Board voted to amend the 

Memorandum of Understanding as 
recommended by the Committee 
which would in effect permit any 
member of the Legal Committee or 
any member of the Medical 
Committee to serve as arbitrators, the 
third arbitrator, who shall be neither an 
attorney or a physician shall be 
jointely selected by the Chairman of 
the Legal Committee and the 
Chairman of the Medical Committee. 
The cost, if any, shall be bourne by 
the third party.

CANCER IN BLACK AMERICANS:
This was an issue Dr. Moses 

had raised at the June meeting of the 
Board. A resolution was introduced at 
the WSMA Annual Meeting from the 
Pierce County Delegation.

INFANT DEATHS IN PIERCE 
COUNTY:

Dr. Russel reported on the 
newspaper article in the Tacoma 
News Tribune relating to a high 
incidence of infant mortality in Pierce 
County'. The Board agreed that this 
was a very serious problem in the 
county and the State and discussions 
will be conducted with 
representatives of the Health 
Department.

Board Report continued on next page.
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PERSONAL PROBLEMS OF 
PHYSICIANS COMMITTEE

At the request of the Board of 
Trustees, Dr. Pat Donley, Chairman of 
the Committee, reported on the 
functions and actions of the 
Committee.

MBIDEBT:
Dr. Whitney, Secretary- 

Treasurer, MBI Board of Directors and 
MSPC Board of Trustees, asked that 
a resolution to the continued growth

of the M8I debt to the Society be 
reached. A motion was made that the 
"THE TERM OF THE NOTE SHOULD 
BE LIMITED TO FIVE YEARS, 
PAYMENT UPON DEMAND 
OCTOBER 1,1991, WITH 
INTEREST PAYMENTS DEMANDED 
ANNUALLY AND PRINCIPAL 
PAYMENT UPON DEMAND, 
OCTOBER 1,1991 (5% INTEREST 
RATE)." The motion was seconded 
and unanimously approved. Dr. 
Whitney noted that it is the view of the

MBI Board of Directors that a for profit 
subsidiary be operated to realize a 
profit

As there was no further business 
to conduct, the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Robert B. Whitney, md 
Secretary-Treasurer

Crossroads Treatment Center

Alcoholism
A Program Designed to Provide 
Comprehensive Treatment for 
All Facets of Alcoholism

Physician Directed

Family Treatment Included

Cost Effective Outpatient 
Program

Covered by many Health 
Insurance Plans

FOR INFORMATION 
CONTACT:

Ted Berning, Administrator 
5909 Orchard St. West 

Tacoma, WA 98467
(206)473-7474

CROSSROADS
TREATM ENT
CENTER

An A pproved  Washington A/coho/ism 
Treatment Facility

Computerized Testing 
B y  Fastest

Psychological, Vocational, 
Educut iona!

Ad n il and C hild ren

Harold B. Johnston, MD, P.S.
AJIoiirnoro Medical Center,

South I3 t!) & Union 
Tacom a, W A (-48405 

T e le p h o n e  3 8 3 -2 4 1 3

A COMMITMENT 
TO THE

*TheLaboichoice NORTHWEST
In Pierce County

PHYSICIANS M E D O L LABORATORIES
M I K E  C A S S ID Y  

2420 S. Union, Suite 120 
Tacoma, WA 98405 

756-2111 •  1-800-222-7941

■  H e a l t h  E d u c a t i o n a l  S y s t e m s  ■

D o cto rs and A d m in is tra to rs ... Plan For Tomorrow!
Wc can  o f l c r  you q u a lif ie d  p erso n n el s p e c if ic a l ly  trained 
fo r  th e  m cd ica l and in su ra n ce  in d u stry  in  th e  follow ing
areas:

*  I n s u r a n c e  C la im s  *  M e d ic a l  T e r m in o lo g y
C la im s  C o d in g  *  I B M  P C + O p e r a t io n  a n d  D a t a  E n try

W i t h :  R e s u m e s fo r  Y o u r  R e v ie w . . O n  S i t e  I n t e r v ie w in g  F a c i l i t ie s . . .
P e r s o n a liz e d  S c r e e n in g . . .  C o s t  F r e e  S e r v ic e . . .

C o n ta c t:

H e a l t h

E d u c a t io n a l
S y s t e m s

LYD IA  HERNANDEZ  
(206) 475-1980

7030 Sou th  Sprague, T acom a, W A  98409

I B M  is a  r e g is te r e d  t r a d e m a r k  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B u s in e s s  M a c h in e s  C o rp o ra tio n
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Advertising and 
Publicity...
Physician Guidelines.

There are no restrictions 
on advertising by physicians except 
those that can be specifically justified 
to protect the public from deceptive 
practices. A physician may publicize 
himself as a physician through any 
commercial publicity or other form of 
public communication (including any 
newspaper, magazine, telephone 
directory, radio, television or other 
advertising) provided that the 
communication shall not be 
misleading because of the omission 
of necessary material information, 
shall not contain any false or 
misleading statements, or shall not 
otherwise operate to deceive.

The form of 
communication should be designed 
to communicate the information 
contained therein to the public in a 
direct, dignified and readily 
comprehensible manner.
Aggressive, high pressure 
advertising and publicity may create 
unjustified medical expectations. Any 
advertisement or publicity, regardless 
of format or content should be true 
and not misleading.

The communication may 
include: (a) the educational 
background of the physician; (b) the 
basis on which fees are determined 
(including charges for specific 
services); (c) available credit or other 
methods of payment; and (d) other 
information about the physician which 
a reasonable person might regard as 
relevant in determining whether to 
seek the physician's services.

Testimonials of patients, 
however, as to the physician's skill or 
the quality of his professional services 
should not be publicized.
Statements relating to the quality of 
medical services are extremely 
difficult, if not impossible to verify or 
measure by objective standards. 
Claims regarding experience, 
competence and the quality of the 
physician's services may be made if 
they can be factully supported and if 
they do not imply that he has an 
exclusive and unique skill or remedy.

A statement that a physician has 
cured or successfully treated a large 
number of cases involving a particular 
serious ailment may imply a certainty 
of result and create unjustified and 
misleading expectations in 
prospective patients.

Consistent with Federal 
regulatory standards which apply to 
commercial advertising, a physician 
who is considering the placement of 
an advertisement or publicity release, 
whether in print, radio ortelevision, 
should determine in advance that his 
communication or message is 
explicitly and imiplicity truthful and not 
misleading. These standards require 
the advertiserto have a reasonable 
basis for claims before they are used 
in advertising. The reasonable basis 
must be established by those facts

known to the advertiser, and those 
which a reasonable, prudent 
advertiser should have discovered.

As used herein, 
references to a''physician" apply also 
to information relating to the 
physician's group, partners or 
associates. Any communication or 
message within the scope of this 
opinion should include the name of at 
least one physician responsible for its 
content.

Nothing in any opinion of 
the Judicial Council is intended or 
shall be construed to discourage or to 
limit advertising and representations 
which are not false ordeceptive within 
the meaning of Section 5 of the 
Federal Trade Commission Act. (II) ■

Current op in ions o f the  Jud ic ia l 
Council o fth e A M A , 1986.

s Y o u r  M o n ey  
Ma r k et  Account 

T h e V ictim  O f  A  
D o u ble  Standard?

Most banks offer different rates for different types of 
Money Market Accounts.

A high rate for personal accounts.
And a low rate for business accounts.
Not the Bank of Tacoma. W e offer only one rate—the 

high one. And we offer it in concert with our equally 
handy business checking. You’ll find our business Money 
Market rates have consistently been one of the very 
highest offered by any bank in W estern W ashington.

W e’U also keep your money working right here in 
Pierce County...  providing expansion capital and 
new jo b s ., .rather than sending it away to New 
York, Los Angeles or Seattle.

For more information, call your nearest 
branch office.

It could be the single best investment 
call you’ll make ail year.

BAIMW OF TACOMA
P ieA c e - C o u n ty  lio x k -

University Place593-5190Dow nlown 593-5150
hfe 72nii& Pacific Avc. LdkewooH593-5180 593-5170 593-5370
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In Memoriam
W a rre n  S m i t h , M D ____________

Warren Smith was born 
Dec. 15,1912, inTopsfield, Mass., 
and died inTacoma, Feb. 15,I986, 
after two years of retirement from 
practice. He grew up inTopsfield, 
which he stated with pride, was the 
place of the State Fair. His college 
education was Universtiy of New 
Hampshire, 1930-1934. Much of this 
was a difficult financial time, and he 
worked his way through school.

He attended medical 
school at Washington University, St 
Louis, MO., receiving his M.D. in I938. 
Internship was at Barnes Hopstial, St. 
Louis, 1938-39, a highly selective 
and sought-after position. This was 
an early indication of his greatness as 
a professional individual. In 1939-40 
he was at the Barnard Free Skin and 
Cancer Hospital, pari of a continuum 
of a long professional life related to 
investigation of clinical matters, 
careful observation of pathology and 
treatment of disease. He then went 
to the Royal Victoria Hospital in 
Montreal from 1940-42, where he was 
on the Surgical Service, including the 
new subspecialty of thoracic surgery.

As an interlude, on July 4, 
1941, Dr. W.F. Smith received a 
communication, 'You have been 
accepted by the Department of 
Internal Affairs as Medical Officer on 
the'Nascopie'for the Arctic trip. You 
will report to Captain Smellie, officer 
commanding the ship, Nascopie." He 
was then 28 years old, single, 5 feet,
11 inches tall and 175 pounds. This 
was one of many indications of his 
look toward broader horizons and the 
romanticism of far places.

He not only was the 
Medical Officer, but also was required 
to perform many other duties, such as 
Coroner for the native villages visited 
by the ship. His training was 
interrupted by service in the U.S.
Navy. This service included the 
Caribbean area at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, Haiti, and Puerto Rico. He saw 
service in Newport, Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts, before being assigned 
to sea duty, from Dec., 1944,until 
Feb. ,1946, in the Pacific area.

During his time of training 
at the Floyal Victorial Hospital he met 
and married his wife, Marion, who 
received her nurses' training at the 
same institution.

The last part ofSmitty's 
navy career was at Bremerton, and it 
was here that he and I first became 
acquainted, as did our wives. 
Everything seemed just right. We 
became close friends, and the Smiths 
decided the Pacific Northwest was 
the place to live and practice.
Tentative plans forthis association 
was set up. Smitty had some needs 
in his own mind for additional training 
in cancer work, and upon his 
discharge from the Navy, he went 
back to Barnard Free Skin and Cancer 
Hospital for six months of pathology 
and a year as Resident Surgeon, 
specializing in cancer. He arrived in 
Tacoma,March 1948. Thiswasan 
interesting time of practice, the 
shifting over of the essentially 
unregulated practice of surgery to a 
reasonable peer review system.
Many new techniques in anesthesia 
and surgery provided an expanding 
and vibrant period within which to 
practice.

Warren Smith received his 
surgical Board Certification in 1949.
He was Chief of Staff at Tacoma 
General Hospital in 1966 and Chief of 
Staff at Doctors' Hospital in 1981; he 
was President of the Tacoma Surgical 
Club from 1959 to 1960. Early on, 
because of special interest, Smitty 
performed a great deal of plastic 
surgery before other trained 
specialsts arrived in town. His cancer 
work, in particular, was a great 
contribution to the area, and he did 
the first larynogectomies in the 
community.

There was a great deal of 
tuberculosis surgery at Mountain 
View Sanitarium (Pierce County) and 
also at the Tacoma Indian Hospital, 
which cared for patients from 
southwestern USA up through 
Alaska; he and I took care of these 
services for approximately a full 
decade. From Thoracoplasty, as the 
traditional standard approach, we 
worked into pulmonary resection as

the primary surgical need. This 
became a satisfying expen'enc 
involving well over 1,000 lung 
resections during this time.

After living forthe first 
several years in the north end of 
Tacoma, he and Marion bought some 
acerage north of Milton and built a 
home where he was to remain the rest 
of his life. He liked the rural setting, 
he liked horses, and as a special 
hobby, he participated in horse- 
packing expeditions, part of which 
was managing, and part of which was 
serving as the camp cook.

Professionally, Smitty was 
always careful, precise, and 
predictable; the patient always came 
first, and his patients, be they county, 
welfare, or the very rich, were loyal 
and appreciative. If there was a better 
way to diagnose or operate, he would 
investigate in depth and proceed. He 
was an inveterate reader and 
attended local medical meetings, 
especially CPC's and clinical 
sessions, but he was not a joiner, nor 
did he attend many large meetings. 
Over the years he developed a 
particular reputation for forthrightness 
and in depth examination of 
professional and ethical problems that 
might arise.

He was best known as the 
“conscience" for the surgical branch 
of the profession. He would not keep 
quiet if something needed saying; he 
would not sweep professional dirt 
undertherug. Smitty, for several 
decades, did more by his 
unpublicized and behind-the-scenes 
crusading to provide an excellent 
climate for working than anybody else 
in the region.

With it all, Warren Smith 
was a gentleman, a loved husband 
and father, and personal friend to 
many. He lived a life of happy 
intensity of purpose and 
accomplishment, complete with a full 
share of frustration and a sensitive 
realization of mortality. I am one of 
many who is thankful to have known 
him and to have been his friend and 
associate.

—  Murray L. Johnson MD
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Myra S. Vozenilek, MD
Myra Vozenilek was born in 

Czechoslovakia and died in Tacoma, 
Sept. 11, (986.

She graduated in 1949 from 
the Medical School of Lausanne, 
Switzerland. She received her 
internship and residency training in 
the United States. She was a 
Diplomate of the American Board of 
Radiology and a member of the 
American College of Radiology. She 
was licensed in the state of 
Washington in 1956.

During her first few years in this 
area, she practiced her specialty for 
various institutions and clinics. She 
started her private practice in 
Lakewood in 1958. This was a 
difficult endeavorfor a "woman in 
medicine" in those days, which 
worked out very successfully.

Myra was a dedicated 
physician, not only professionally but 
also in her involvement with the 
Medical Society of Pierce County, 
serving two terms as secretary- 
treasurer (1981 -82) and two separate 
terms as trustee (1977-79 and 1983- 
85)

She was a naturalized U.S. 
citizen and a staunch believer in this 
great country's international 
leadership role and free enterprise 
system.

She dealt with reverses in her 
personal life in a courageous and 
constructive fashion in terms of 
various recreational and athletic 
activities, thus deservedly creating a 
broad circle of friends.

She handled the final stage of 
her long illness in a most courageous, 
intelligent and dignified fashion. All 
of us who were her friends felt

privileged to be given the opportunity 
to be of help and support 
to her, at the same time feeling so 
hopelessly helpless.

The memorial service at The 
Little Church on the Prairie was quite 
moving in terms of the outpouring of 
love from her relatives and friends. 
Myra loved her children dearly and till 
the very last was fully aware of their 
love for her.

Following the service, we 
gathered at her lovely home. It was a 
beautiful late summer afternoon with a 
gentle hint of fall in the air.her favorite 
PacificNorthwestclimate. We found 
consolation in our bereavement in 
"breaking bread together" and 
exchanging precious memories. At

the same time, we were saddened by 
the knowledge that this was the final 
gathering in her home where on so 
many occasions, we enjoyed the 
generosity and warmth of her 
hospitality.

Myra was a very special and 
inspiring person. She will be dearly 
missed. Our deepest sympathy goes 
to her children, Helen and Thomas.

Myra, we are grateful for having 
had the opportunity of being your 
friend, colleague and fellow 
citizen,and we will carry your dear 
memory in our hearts forever. ■

—John and Eugenia Colen

Tacoma 
Medical 

Transcription

We save you tim e and m oney!

Tacoma Medical Transcription has qualified transcriptiomsls with experience m 
all phases of medical transcription from H&Ps , chart notes and operative reports 
(o scientific papers and general correspondence.

With our state of the art equipment and expertise, we can fulfill all your 
transcription needs quickly, efficiently and with guaranteed accuracy.

Tacom a M edica l T ranscrip tion  offers

Prompt turnaround •  Free daily delivery •  Word processing 
STAT dictation •  Photocopy service •  Guaranteed confidentiality 

24-hour phone-in dictation any phone, any time, anywhere

Call: 475-1141
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Informed Consent...
Physician beware!
By John J. P ilk ington, Esq.

As an attorney entrusted with 
the privilege and responsibility of 
representing both physicians and 
hospitals in the trial arena, I have 
become increasingly alarmed at the 
proliferation of lawsuits against the 
medical profession for failing to obtain 
informed consentfrom patients. As it 
presently exists, the doctrine of 
informed consent hangs like the 
Sword of Damocles held by plaintiffs' 
lawyers dangerously close to many 
unwary physicians' heads. This 
unhappy state of affairs can be 
remedied. However, in order to 
achieve a cure, physicians must first 
be armed with a working knowledge 
of their legal responsibilities to 
patients in this realm. The public, 
speaking collectively through its duly 
adopted laws, demands it.

The doctrine of informed 
consent finds its origins in two 
fundamental principles carefully 
woven into the overall fabric of our 
society. The first recognizes an 
individual's inviolable right to self- 
determination. The second 
recognizes what has come to be 
accepted as the public's right to 
know. Not surprisingly, these 
principles, so all-pervasive in a free 
society, have been extended to the 
physician-patient relationship.

In essence physicians are 
required to recognize a patient's 
autonomy over his body. Patients, in 
other than medical emergencies, are 
legally entitled to the final word as to 
what is to be done medically to affect 
bodily integrity. Physicians are well 
acquainted with the risks, benefits 
and alternatives to proposed medical 
treatment. The law obligates them to 
convey this information in 
understandable terms to allow 
patients the opportunity to make
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intelligent decisions with respect to 
proposed treatment.

The serious threat posed to 
physicians who neglect to obtain an 
informed consent prior to rendering 
medical treatment is graphically 
demonstrated by the fact than an 
omission to do so can result in a 
damage award even in the absence of 
medical malpractice. Liability forfailing 
to secure an informed consent is 
premised on the occurence of 
inherent risks and complications 
about which a patient should have 
been advised. By way of example, a 
surgeon who acquits himself 
admirably in the performance of a 
mastectomy may still be found 
responsible in damages to a woman 
who would have chose a 
lumpectomy, if given the option, and 
who now must undergo 
reconstructive surgery in an effort to 
hide physical and emotional scars.

The stakes at risk for 
physicians challenged in court in 
medical malpractice actions are high. 
They double when the propriety, not 
only of medical treatment rendered 
but also of efforts made at obtaining 
informed consent is questioned. 
Physicians must, therefore, be 
thoroughly prepared to prevail against 
both charges if they are to escape 
unscathed from the traps of liability 
carefully set by plaintiffs' lawyers.

Physicians are usually eagerto 
meet charges of medical malpractice 
head on. They are expert in the 
medical care rendered and confident 
that the charges of medical 
negligence are without merit. 
Furthermore, every T  in the medical 
history portion of the chart has been 
crossed, every Hi" in the operative 
note dotted. They feel prepared to 
defeat frivolous medical claims.

They are eagerto tell a jury theirsrde 
of the medical story.

Physicians, however, are not 
as confident about addressing 
informed consent charges. Although 
they may routinely obtain a legally 
acceptable consent from their 
patients, by the time litigation is 
launched, often years and many 
patients later, their memories have 
understandably dimmed. If 
physicians as a whole have one 
common characteristic, it is that they 
are forthright to a fault. They refuse 
to color the truth even ever so lightly. 
Once they cannot fully recall 
obtaining an informed consent, these 
same physicians, so eagerto defend 
malpractice claims to the hilt, are ready 
to throw in the towel on lack of 
informed consent claims. This 
defeatist attitude can hamstring their 
entire legal defense.

This unfortunate predicament 
occurs when physicians do not 
document their records adequately. 
They have, for the most part, learned 
to memorialize medical aspects of 
treatment. Yet they overlook the 
importance of documenting the gist 
of pertinent physician-patient 
communications that occur in person 
or on the telephone when it is crucial 
to do so.

Ours is a society which views 
the written word as the yardstick 
against which all truth is measured. 
Since the written word never 
changes, it cannot lie. Thepublicin 
general and juries in particular pledge 
allegiance to this proposition. Not 
written not said, not written not done, 
becomes the battle hymn sung to 
juries by plaintiffs' lawyers. It's melody 
has a certain appeal.

Continued on page 13-



Informed Consent, continued
from page 12. .
determined to reflect informed
consent discussions in theiroffice
records. It is not a difficult task. The
terse phrase, "risks, benefits,
alternatives, explained, understood,"
is sufficient. It's sheer brevity is
appealing to even the laziest of
record keepers. Indeed its brevity is
advisable. Too much detail is to be
avoided. For instance, by specifically
noting each risk that can occur,
invitation is extended tp be sued for a
risk not specifically mentioned. By
keeping the record topical, the
physician is still free to testify to
everything that was discussed under
each written heading. Juries do
understand, with the help of
competent defense counsel, that
medical records are intended to be
summaries, not autobiographies.

Physicians cannot rely on 
consent forms, found in hospital 
records, as acceptable alternatives to 
their own office record keeping. 
Hospital consent forms are perceived 
by the public to be nothing more than 
unfair contracts that must be signed if 
they hope to receive hospital care. 
Patients believe that these forms are 
signed when the time for an informed 
decision has long past and it is too 
late to turn back. A physician's 
notations, personally handwritten and 
reflecting conversation that took 
place in a more relaxed atmosphere, 
on the other hand, are more 
persuasive.

Medical records prepared 
intelligently are immeasurably helpful 
to physicians determined to 
successfully defend themselves in 
medical malpractice actions. Since 
they are prepared long before the 
winds of litigation ever stirred in a 
physician's direction, they are 
considered above reproach. They 
are presumed to have been 
composed when there is no motive to 
color the truth. Words uttered after a 
lawsuit has been started are not as 
pristine; they change direction as 
often as the winds of self-interest 
dictate. As a result, they lose 
credibility. Only written words are the 
same today, as they were yesterday, 
as they wilj be tomorrow. As a result, 
they become the most effective 
weapon physicians and their

attorneys have to combat charges not 
only of medical malpractice but also 
lack of informed consent.

Physicians are not required to 
obtain an informed consent prior to 
rendering medical treatment in 
medical emergencies and in the 
following circumstances:

1.) The risk is too commonly known to 
warrant disclosure;
2.) The patient assured the physician 
of his intent to undergo treatment 
regardless of the risk involved.
3.) The patient did not want to be 
informed.
4.) Consent was not reasonably 
possible, or;
5.) The physician, reasonably 
believing that full disclosure could 
adversely and substantially affect the 
patient's condition, used reasonable 
discretion in the manner and extent of 
disclosure.

When these situations arise, common 
sense dictates that they be 
documented in medical records.

Physicians religiously 
committed to obtaining and 
documenting informed consent 
discussions attest to the beneficial 
effects of the exercise. They find 
patients become more understanding 
of medicine's limitations. As a result, 
they are less litigation minded when 
inherent risks of treatment do occur. 
These same physicians have also 
been pleasantly surprised to find, if 
sued, that juries do subscribe to the 
notion that written words are a 
physician's best witness. ■

John J. Pilkington, Esq. is a partner with 
De Vito, Pilkington 8. Geggett, P.C., White 
Plains, New York.

From: W estchester M edical 
Bulletin, Spring, 1986.
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EDITORIALLY SPEAKING...
Troubled Times - is the hospital 
friend or foe?
By Stanley W. Tuell, MD

Fellow doctors, in these 
troubled times, who’s on our side?

(Check your answer or answers 
below.)

Labor?
Big Business?
Politicians?
Hospitals?
Government bureaucracy?
Trial lawyers association?

perhaps some of you checked 
none of the above. If so, let me 
explain why I did check one of the 
above as a friend of physicians.

The major groups being 
adversely affected by society’s 
current thrust at revising the delivery 
of health care--are health care 
providers. The two largest groups of 
providers are (1) physicians, and (2) 
hospitals. The traditional methods of 
health care delivery by these two 
groups are in jeopardy.

The other groups mentioned 
above-all trying to tell us how to 
practice medicine-would like nothing 
better than to see us health care 
providers fighting among ourselves. 
They'd love the vulnerability 
engendered by physician-hospital 
conflicts.

Many hospitals are struggling- 
their occupancy rates and profit- 
margins dwindling. Many physicians 
are "running scared" -their practices 
and fee patterns threatened.

This is no time for fragmenting 
the ranks of health care providers. 
That's why I checked''hospitals" as 
the only ones "on our side" in the list 
above.

Sure, hospitals and physicians 
have differences, but we still need 
each other. Some of the old axioms 
really fit:

"United we stand, divided we
fall."

"Hang together-or we'll all 
hang separately."

"Co-existence-- or no 
existence."

Etc.

We'll disagree on somethings, 
but let's not let hospital-physician 
skirmishes weaken us as allies in the 
much greater battle to preserve as 
much as possible of the aspects of 
health care delivery that have been so

In ourfight fortort reform, who 
joined us as a strong ally?-the 
hospital association.

In the recent ill-advised 
legislative effort to finance care for the 
indigent with a tax on hospital charges 
and doctor's fees, who fought with us 
side-by-side?-same answer.

successful in the past. Be ready for 
joint ventures to strengthen our 
coalition.

Physicians and hospitals are 
on the same side in that battle.

If both can recognize that, we ll 
be a strong team. Both physicians 
and hospitals will be the better tor it~ 
and so will our patients! ■

$ PARAGON CO.
Real Estate Brokerage

Elegantly Designed Condominium - Wail of windows in living 
room overlooks parklike setting with view of Mt. Rainier. 
Bright, spacious atmosphere. Vaulted ceilings, clerestory 
windows. Cook's kitchen/solarium finished with oak 
cabinets. Formal entry, 2  3 /4  baths, Jacuzzi tub in 
master suite. Luxuriously wide halls, accessible for 
handicapped. Imported tile and oak floors. High security bldg-, 
close to hospital facilities. $1 8 5 ,0 0 0 .
Call Victoria Olson. 2 7 2 -4845  or 759 -111 7

Rare Day Island Waterfront - Western exposure, clams, 
salmon and beautiful sunsets over the Olympics. 3 
bedroom. 2 1 /2  bath. Excellent condition. Very livable 
or super candidate for a major remodel. University Place 
schools. Asking $1 9 9 ,5 0 0  with terms available. Call 
Wally R. Starkey 565-0389  or 759-1117

View it all. Stunning contemporary 4  bedroom, 3 bath  
North End home. Dazzling view of Narrows, Olympics and 
Commencement Bay. Vast expanse of glass and 
soaring cathedral ceilings, spacious kitchen/family 
room. 17 x  12’ master sulle. recreation room with 
wet bar, sauna, heal pump, 2 -car garage, automatic 
sprinker system. Call Barbara W asser 7 5 2 -4 7 6 4  
or 759-1117.
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THOUGHTS FROM 
ELSEWHERE

Caught in the vise.
They say we charge too 

much as if a life isn't worth it, but then, 
when we make a mistake, the value of 
life escalates dramatically. A hundred 
dollars if your are right, a million dollars 
if you are wrong.

They say we keep people 
in the hospitals too Jong, but if we 
send them home before they are 
ready, we are inhuman, insensitive, 
and liable.

They say we order too 
many tests, but then demand 
irrefutable diagnoses, ignoring the 
subtlety of clinical medicine.

They say we are cailous, 
but ignore the hours of work we do in 
clinics, counseling patients, talking to 
families, taking phone calls late into 
the night.

They say, by having us 
sign an attestation to our honesty, 
that we are not to be trusted, but then 
they bring their mothers to us for 
healthcare.

They say we are 
incompetent, but people are living 
longer, healthier fives than ever 
before.

It is these inconsistencies 
that drive us up the wall, that 
demoralize us.

If there is a profession 
more competent, more thorough, 
more caring, less callous, with greater 
responsibility, then we challenge 
them to name it.

Comparable Worth.
Do physicians earn to 

much? What is too much? How does 
one compute "comparable worth?" 
Forbes "400“ lists annually the 400 
wealthiest people in the United 
States. Not one has been called at 
three in the morning to attend a 
patient with ventricular tachycardia.

Professional baseball 
players averaged $371,000 in salary 
in 1985. This for hefting a stick of ash 
wood and hitting or catching a 
rawhide covered ball. Has one of 
them done emergency surgery to 
save a patient from a ruptured 
abdominal aneurysm?

Corporate executives earn 
millions in bonuses. This for deciding 
that Wheaties with a hole in it will sell 
betterthanCheerios. Has one of

them compassionately answered the 
frantic call of a young mother about 
her child with a temperature of 105 F?

TV anchormen earn ten to 
twenty times more than the average 
physician. This for reading a 
teleprompter. When was the last lime 
they sat with the grieving family of a 
cancer-riddled patient trying to give 
them solace?

A lawyer interpreting laws 
and redistributing money in the 
economic pie might earn thousands 
to save his client money. When was 
the last time he interpreted 
cardiograms, adjusted medications, 
made jugements that might add 
twenty years to the life of a 
hypertensive patient.

The question isnl do 
physicians earn to much. The 
question is, using "comparable 
worth," are physicians the most 
underpaid segment of society in the 
United States today? ■

R e p r in t  f r o m :  Westchester Medical 
Bulletin, N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y ,  S p r in g  1986.

Specialists in medical malpractice insurance since 1945. 
Representing, CNA, ICA, St. Paul.

PERSING, DYCKMAN 
& TOYNBEE, INC.
IN SUR AN CE BROKERS

S e r v ic e  th a t g o e s  b e y o n d  th e  c o n tr a c t .

A  full r a n g e  o f  in s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  to  m e e t  all o f  y o u r 
p e r s o n a l an d  p ro fe ss io n a l n e e d s .

7 0 5  S o u th  N in th ,  T a c o m a  W A  9 8 4 0 5  / 6  2  7 - 7 1  8 3

B o b  Sizer 
Doug Dyckman 
Joh n  Toyrtbee 
W ayne Thronson

Marge J o h n s o n ,  CPCU 
R o b  Rieder 
B o b  Cleaveland, CLU 
Curl Dyckman
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Common Remedies for a High Risk 
Employee Dishonesty
By Donald A. Reddington, CPA

Insurance industry 
statistics show that employee 
dishonesty is on the rise, and health 
care practitioners are particularly 
vulnerable. The annual cost to the 
profession is significant, but even 
more significant is the personal, 
financial and professional damage 
that results.

Why is the medical 
profession particularly vulnerable to 
employee theft? Typical reasons are 
the practitioner's trusting nature 
coupled with limited experience or 
interest in overseeing the business 
aspects of the practice.
Consequently, a poor environment of 
interna! control exists which is 
evidenced by improper separation of 
duties, loose policies and 
procedures.

Simply attempting to hire 
employees with integrity is not 
enough. First, the profile of the 
typical embezzler has not been 
determined. In addition, a weak 
system of internal control tempts a 
basically honest person to perform 
dishonest acts.

The practitioner can, and 
would, provide protection trom 
employee dishonesty by taking time 
to observe the behavior of office 
personnel and by utilizing the 
services of a certified public 
accountant to establish and maintain a 
sound system of internal control.

Observations: A brief examination of 
personnel in business offices 
through some informal observations 
of behavior may alert you to an 
embezzlement situation, These 
observations are not conclusive, but 
merely indicate to the practitioner that 
the situation should be evaluated.
The practitioner should ask the

following questions:
1) Has an employee 

indicated any unexplainable signs of 
wealth?

2) Is an employee 
reluctant to take a vacation?

3) Has an employee 
refused to accept a new job resulting 
from rotation or assignments?

4) Has an employee been 
a habitual borrower?

5) Does an employee 
forego opportunities for salary 
adjustments?

6) Is an employee 
reluctant to convert accounts 
receivable records from a manual to a

computerized system
7) Do patients complain of 

inaccurate monthly statements?
8) Does an employee 

show an unusual attachment to job 
and records?

Existence of any of the 
above symptoms could be 
attributable to an embezzlement 
situation. However, absence of these 
signs does not necessarily mean a 
"clean bill of health." The most 
elective method of prevention is a 
sound system of internal control.

Definition of term: What is internal 
control? As defined by the 
accounting profession, "internal 
control comprises the plan of 
organization and all of the coordinate 
methods and measures adopted 
within a business to safeguard its 
assets, check the accuracy and 
reliability of its accounting data, 
promote operational efficiency, and 
encourage adherence to prescribed 
managerial policies."
Objectives o( internal control: The
objectives of internal control are

safeguarding assets, (i.e., custody 
and procedures for handling 
accounts receivable, cash receipts 
and cash disbursements) and 
establishing accurate and reliable 
accounting records and reports. A 
failure to record and report all income 
could result in charges of tax evasion.

In one instance a 
practitioner was threatened with a 
charge of tax evasion by the IRS for 
unreported income that had been 
embezzled by an employee. Agood 
systemof internal control may have 
prevented that unfortunate situation.

In addition to protection, 
accurate and reliable financial data is 
essential for evaluation of past 
performance, budgeting, cost control 
and tax planning.
Systemof internal control: Howisa 
good system ot internal control 
established? The practitioner should 
seek the advice of a CPA in 
establishing a system of internal 
control. The primary goals of the 
system are safeguarding assets and 
generating accurate and reliable 
financial data.

The most important 
ingredient in the achievement of 
these goals is a proper separation of
du ties . In  sh ort, an  em ployee should 
not h a v e  co ntro l o f a  transaction from

beginning to end.. The other 
ingredients of the system are policies 
and procedures for authorization of 
transactions, physical controlof 
assets and internal auditing.

Sound practices of internal control: in 
the organization of a sole practitioner
or smaller group practice, a separation
of duties is difficult to achieve due to 
the limitation resultingfromthe 
number of available employees. This 

Continued on page W-
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DOCTOR/LAWYER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
TACOMA-PIERCE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF PIERCE COUNTY 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Over the past few years the Memorandum o f Understanding has guided the decisions of the 
Doctor-Lawyer Committee o f the Medical Society o f Pierce County and the Tacoma-Pierce County Bar 
Association. There have been no modifications o f it, but some o f the decisions have established 
important precedents. Just recently a conflict led to the use o f arbitration for its resolution. This was 
successful and accepted by both parties. As an aside let me mention that the experience o f being an 
arbitrator in relatively format proceedings ivas not only interesting for me but also thought provoking.

In the course of preparation for the arbitration the Committee decided to submit to the Boards of 
Trustees o f the two parent organizations all amendments to the Memorandum of Understanding. This 
amendment would permit the Chairmen (medical and legal) o f the Committee to appoint as arbitrator 
members o f the committee (rather than just the Chairmen) and to arrange for payment o f a fee to the third 
arbitration panel member ( who is neither a physician nor an attorney). This fee would be paid equally by 
the two parties in conflict.

Marcel Malden, MD, Chairman

This Memorandum of Understanding made and entered into this 11 th day of November 1983, by and between the 
Doctor/Lawyer Liaison Committee of the Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association (“legal committee”) and the 
Doctor/Lawyer Liaison Committee of the Medical Society of Pierce County (“medical committee”).

WITNESSETH:
WHEREAS, the legal committee and the medical committee desire to facilitate communications between their 
respective professions on matters of mutual concern, and
WHEREAS, in furtherance of the foregoing they entered into a Memorandum of Understanding dated July 12, 
1979, and
WHEREAS, the parties now desire to update, supplement and supersede the prior Memorandum of 
Understanding \o clarify some of the matters covered by the prior memorandum and to increase the scope of the 
understanding between the parties;
NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby agreed as follows:

1. Availability o f Physicians for Court Related and Administrative Proceedings
1.1 Physician’s Duty to Assist. All citizens have a legal right to avail themselves of the courts and administrative 
tribunals and to have representation of attorneys in resolving disputes, in instances where medical information is 
necessary to the fair resolution of a dispute, the physician should make himself or herself available for conferences 
with attorneys, depositioners, court appearances, etc., at reasonable times and upon reasonable notice.
1.2 Physician as Expert W itness. A physician called as an expert witness in a legal proceeding is an 
independent witness. While the physician s testimony may be more helpful to one side than to die other, the 
physician should not become an advocate. The physician should limit his or her participation to stating the truth 
as he or she sees it.



2. Duties of Attorneys.
2.1 Notice to  Physicians. Physicians should be given at least 30 days’ notice for trial testimony, 15 days’ notice 
for attendance at a deposition, and 7 or more days’ notice for office conferences. Every effort should be made to 
schedule testimony so as to interfere as little as possible with the physician’s scheduled time.
2.2 Compliance With Local Rule. The attorney should endeavor to comply not only with the letter, but with 
the spirit of Local Court Rule No. 14, which requires the issuance of a subpoena to a physician in a timely manner. 
This local rule states as follows:

Where a n  expert w itness w ill,  w ith  reasonable p ro b a b ility , be ca lled  as a  w itness a t  a  t r ia l  o f  a n y  case, the p a r ty  
p la n n in g  to  c a ll such w itness sha ll cause a  subpoena to  be issued a n d  served upon such w itness n o t la te r  than  th ir ty  
(SO) days subsequent to  the da te  the case is  assigned f o r  tr ia l, or, in  case such w itness becomes a  necessary witness 
in  the t r ia l  o f  s a id  case subsequent to  the da te  o f  assignm ent f o r  tr ia l,  then n o t less than  tw en ty  (20) days p r io r  to  
the t r ia l  date. A  con tinuance  m ay  be den ied  sh o u ld  such a  w itness be u n a va ila b le  f o r  t r ia l  unless a  subpoena has 
been issued a n d  served w ith in  the tim es above specified. F o r the pu rpose  o f  th is  ru le, service o f  a  subpoena m ay  be 
made by m ail.

This rule may be endorsed upon any subpoena issued.

3. Fees.
3 .1 Physician to  Charge “Reasonable Fee.” A physician should charge a reasonable fee for the time he or she 
spends as an expert witness. This fee may be calculated upon a time basis or any other basis which results in a 
reasonable fee.
3.2 Charges for “Stand-By” Time. Charges may be made for time the physician has reserved for a legal 
proceeding which is cancelled prior to occurring. However, no charge shall be made if the reserved time is 
cancelled on three business days’ notice to the physician. Should the physician receive less than three business 
days’ notice and should the physician be able to utilize all or a portion of that reserved time for chargeable 
medical services, the “stand-by” charges should be reduced in proportion to the amount of time which was 
utilized for chargeable medical services.
3 3 Attorney to  Inquire as to Charges. It is the duty of the attorney to initiate a discussion of fees with the 
physician.
3.4 Physician to Disclose Charges. It is the duty of a physician to furnish to an attorney, upon request, the 
amount of his or her usual and customary charges.
3.5 Attorney Not to Pay Medical Bills. It is improper for a physician to require an attorney to pay the medical 
bills of a patient before the physician will cooperate with an attorney requesting medical information or 
testimony.
3.6 Payment of Physicians’ Charges. Reasonable charges made by a physician for medical reports, conferences, 
depositions, trial testimony, etc., arranged for by an attorney for his or her client, are payable by the attorney to 
the physician within 30 days after billing. The physician’s charges do not await the final resolution of the case.

3.7 Payment of Client’s Medical Bills. Attorneys should not advise a client to withhold payment of medical 
bills pending resolution of a lawsuit. The physician’s bills are not contingent upon the outcome of litigation and 
are payable when billed.

4. Informal Opinions.
Any attorney or physician desiring an informal opinion as to matters of mutual concern between the legal and 

medical professions may request such an opinion from the chairman of the legal committee or the chairman of the 
medical committee, or both. Upon receiving a request for an informal opinion the chairman may either render an 
informal opinion which normally will be oral in nature, or may elect to treat the request as a request for a formal 
opinion, in which case he or she will comply with the requirements set forth in Section 5 below. An informal 
opinion represents the opinion of the chairman only and does not necessarily represent the opinion of the entire 
committee.

5. Formal Opinions.
5.1 Procedure. In the event an attorney or a physician desires a formal opinion agreed to by both the legal and 
medical committees, the following procedures shall be adhered to:

5.1.1 An attorney shall submit an opinion request in writing to the chairman of the legal committee; a physician 
shall submit an opinion request in writing to the chairman of the medical committee.
5.1.2 The chairman receiving the written request for an opinion shall send a copy of the opinion request, 
together with any supporting documents, to the chairman of the other committee.



5.1.3 If the requested opinion involves the conduct o f another person, that other person will be furnished with 
a copy of the opinion request and be invited to respond in writing.
5.1.4 The respective committees shall then consider the matter separately and attempt to arrive at an opinion.
5.1.5 Once the respective committees have arrived at their separate opinions the chairman of the two 
committees shall confer either in person, or by telephone, or in writing to attempt to agree upon the wording 
of the written opinion. Should the two chairmen be unable to agree upon the wording, a joint meeting of the 
two committees shall be called for the purpose of determining the exact wording of the opinion.
5.1.6 Once the wording of the opinion has been determined it shall be reduced to writing and signed by each 
of the chairmen of the two committees.
5.1.7 A copy of the signed opinion shall be sent to the person requesting the opinion, the person, if any, whose 
conduct is complained about, the president of the Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association and the president of 
the Medical Society of Pierce County.

5 .2 No Legal Effect. A formal opinion shall have no legal effect whatsoever, except that it shall be an expression 
of the combined views of the legal and medical professions in Pierce County.

6 . Arbitration.
6.1 Procedure. In the event a formal opinion is requested which involves a complaint by a member of one 
profession against a member of the other profession the matter may be submitted to binding arbitration so long as 
all participants request arbitration in writing. A request for binding arbitration shall be directed to the chairman of 
either the legal or the medical committee. Upon receiving a request for binding arbitration the following 
procedures shall be followed:

6.1.1 All attorneys and physicians involved in the disputed matter shall be contacted and asked to consent to 
the binding arbitration in writing. If less than all of the affected attorneys or physicians fail to consent to 
binding arbitration the matter shall be handled as a request for a formal opinion as provided for in the 
preceding Section 5.
6.1.2 If the consent of all affected attorneys and physicians is received in writing then the chairman of the legal 
committee and the chairman of the medical committee shall constitute two of the three arbitrators. The third 
arbitrator, who shall be neither an attorney nor a physician, shall be jointly selected by the chairman of the 
legal committee and the chairman of the medical committee.
6.1.3 The three arbitrators shall then proceed to arbitrate the dispute in accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 7 04 of the Revised Code of Washington, not inconsistent with the provisions of this Section 6.

6.2 Effect o f Arbitration Award. The award of the arbitrators shall be final, conclusive and binding upon all 
parties thereto and may be confirmed by any court having jurisdiction thereof, as provided in Section 7.04.150 of 
the Revised Code of Washington.

7. Ratification.
This Memorandum of Understanding shall have no force or effect until it has been ratified by the governing 

bodies of both the Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association and of the Medical Society of Pierce County.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have signed this Memorandum of Understanding on the day and year first 

above written.

ROBERTA. O'CONNELL, MD,
Chairman, Doctor/Lawyer 
Liaison Committee, Medical 
Society of Pierce County

JAMES A. KRUEGER, Chairman,
Doctor/Lawyer Liaison Committee, 
Tacoma-Pierce County Bar 
Association



Employee DishonesHyr-eerrtiiwod  from  
page 16.

can be prevented by using an 
associate(spouse, CPA, and the 
practitioner) to work with business 
office employees to attain a proper 
separation of duties. However, some 
practitioners may balk at this 
involvement in the business aspects 
of the practice. If so, sound practices 
of internal control exist that should be 
introduced into the accounting 
systemto counterbalance and control 
weaknesses.

Sound practices of 
internal control will reduce the 
opportunities for embezzlement. 
Contrary to common belief, 
application of these procedures does 
not guarantee elimination of the 
embezzlement exposure. Adoption 
of such practices as prescribed 
policies is good prevention. Thus, in 
these circumstances, "an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure."

Some aspects of sound 
practices for a system of internal 
control are as follows:

disbursements. Assign custody of 
cash to one employee; this employee 
should not have access to accounts 
receivable records. Use 
prenumbered receipts and prepare 
such receipts for all cash received. 
Deposit cash receipts intact daily. 
Return unopened bank statements to 
the practitioner. Instructthebankin 
writing to accept checks in the 
practitioner's name for deposit only; 
utilize a "FOR DEPOSIT ONLY' stamp 
to endorse checks at time of receipt. 
Use prenumbered checks for all cash 
disbursements. Utilize an imprest or a 
fixed amount petty cash fund. 
Reconcile the bank accounts 
monthly. This reconciliation should 
be performed by the practitioner or a 
delegated associate, (i.e., spouse, 
CPA). Limit authorized check signing 
function to the practitioner.

2) Accounts receivable. 
Use prenumbered charge slips or 
routing slips for patient visits. 
Implement the necessary controls to 
record hospital visits. Reconcile 
detailed subsidiary accounts 
receivable ledger cards to control 
account on a monthly basis. Trace a 
sample selection of cash receipts 
from patient ledger cards to cash

TBC&pt records and vice-versa on a 
periodic basis. This function is an 
example of internal auditing and can 
be accomplished through the 
utilization of your CPA. Require the 
practitioner's approval for all 
adjustments to accounts receivable. 
Maintain a separate file for accounts 
written off as uncollectible. Prepare 
and mail patient statement of account 
balance monthly. In the instance of a 
manual billing system, utilize an 
independent agency, computer 
service bureau, or CPA, to perform 
this duty on a surprise basis at least 
once annually.

3) Personnel. Bond all 
employees having access to cash.
This policy is a good psychological 
deterrent. Require vacations of all 
employees. Screen new employees 
carefully. Rotate jobs on a periodic 
basis as practical.

4) General. Secure 
accounting records during 
nonbusiness hours. Prepare a 
monthly financial report that presents 
comparative resuits of the current and 
prior periods. Utilize the services of a 
CPA to monitor the system of internal

control and to perform periodic 
reviews. Document prescribed 
policies and procedures for the 
business office.

In summary, the incidence 
of employee dishonesty has risen 
substantially in recent years. A 
judgment of an employee's integrity is 
not a prudent business decision in an 
environment of weak internal control. 
The resources of the practitioner are 
best employed in serving patients 
and not supervising the business 
office. Thus, fhe practitioner makes a 
wise business decision at the time 
sound practices of internal control are 
introduced to business office 
procedures and these practitioners 
are monitored on a regularbasis. Are 
you vulnerable to employee 
dishonesty? If so, then you have an 
opportunity to make necessary 
changes. ■

Donald A. Reddington is a  Cerlifield 
Public Accountant with the firm o f  
McQuaig& Welkin W enatchee, WA. His 
specialty is m anagem ent and advisory 
serv ices lor health care professionals.
He h as h ad  over ten years  o f  experience  
in m edical group management.

A l l e n m o r e  
M e d i c a l  C e n t e r

22 acre campus adjacent to 156 bed Humana Hospital. 
Centrally located: freeway access; ample parking. All in
clusive rental rates: suite construction allowances.

•  Lim ited num ber of medical suites now available.

•  Fully improved suite available with no improvement 
costs to lessee.

(206) 383-2201 
Warren R. Westad, Business Manager

S. 19th and Union •  Suite B-1005 •  Tacoma. WA 98405
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Looking Back...
A Case of Malpractice
By M avis Kailsen

During the career span of 
C.E. Case, 1883-1921, the Medical 
Society of Pierce County developed 
from the small gathering in Dr. 
Wintermute's office to basically the 
organization it is today. In those thirty- 
eight years physicians struggled with 
about the same problems as faced 
today: quackery, socialized medicine 
and the malpractice suit. Dr. Case was 
involved in ail of these. He trained 
himself to be an able surgeon and 
overcame his sectarian schooling, he 
adapted to the concept of pre-paid 
healthcare forthe working man and 
even cooperated with Yocom and 
others in establishing the Pierce 
County Medical Bureau. But it was his 
penchant for vengeance that was his 
undoing when a malpractice suit 
intended to rid him of a young 
adversary brought about his own 
downfall.

When Dr. Case made his 
blazing charge against the physicians 
engaged in Contract Practice in 
November, I905, his letter could 
never have received serious 
consideration by the membership 
without his having considerable 
political clout in the Medical Society of 
Pierce County. This he had in the 
backing of Drs. Dewey and Shaver, 
founding members and the "old 
guard" of the Medical Society, and Dr. 
E.M. Brown, then the most prominent 
and most fearless surgeon in the 
County.

Dr. Shaver was elected 
President of the Medical Society of 
Pierce County two months later Case 
had made his controversial charges, 
and Case then gained some stature in 
the Society, serving on the Board of 
Censors, acting as greeterto visiting 
dignitaries and eulogizing departed 
members. He married a nurse at St. 
Joseph's who persuaded him to
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shave off his long beard, but he 
maintained a walnjs-style mustache 
forthe remainder of his life.

In an interview with the 
local press in October, 1906, Case 
described an operation he'd 
performed, and described himself as 
an "eminent specialist" and a 
graduate of the San Francisco 
College of Physicians and 
Surgeons(whichhewasnot). The 
Medical Society of Pierce County 
then passed a resolution condeming 
such public-acclamation, and 
appointed Doctor Yocom chairman of 
a committee to oversee all further 
news releases by its members.

C.E. case was 
approaching the age of seventy and 
still busily engaged in the practice of 
surgery when he encountered his 
young adversary, Dr. C.A. Beach. 
Beach's brother was employed at the 
N.P. Hospital aschiel surgeon and 
the young Dr. Beach was establishing 
himself as a "country doctor" in the 
valley.

Following is an edited 
version of a transcript of the 
testimony of Dr. P.R. Brenton, health 
officer for the city of Tacoma, a 
witness on behalf of the plaintiffs in 
the case of Fairfax vs Beach in 
October, 1919, in the Pierce County 
Superior Court:

"Dr. Brenton testified that 
he was a graduate of the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, San 
Francisco, and had examined the 
plaintiff at the request of Dr. J.R. 
Brown just two or three days prior to 
this testimony.

Upon examination of the 
plaintiff he had found a laceration of 
the third degree of the perineum, 
which extended from the entrance 
vagina back to the opening of the 
bowel. There was a tear of the vagina,

septum of the vagina, and tear of the 
perineum up to the bowel including 
the bowel. There was also a tear of 
the cervix on both sides, extending 
up more than an inch.

The plaintiff then made a 
hypothetical question as follows:

'Assuming that sometime 
afterthe 20th day of March, 1918,the 
plaintiff, Edna Fairfax, being 
pregnant, employed the services of 
the defendant, C.A. Beach, as a 
physician, in and about her 
confinement, informing the 
defendant that she had been 
examined previously thereto by Dr. 
Karshner, who had informed herthat 
she had plenty of room, was 
physically normal and in good health 
and would have no trouble upon 
occasion of her childbirth, and 
assuming that upon that occasion 
plaintiff informed defendant that she 
expected to be confined about the 
middle of June, that she was about 20 
years old and that this was her first 
child.

'and assuming that 
sometime between the 14th and 17th 
of June the plaintiff caused the 
defendant to be notified that she was 
in pain, but that such pain was not in 
fact true labor pain, and assuming that 
on or about the first day of July, 1918, 
at about 8 o'clock p.m., plaintiff again 
caused the defendant to be notified 
that she was in pain and that the 
defendants came to the house, 
examined the plaintiff, Edna Fairfax, 
and stated to herthat everything was 
all right, but that she should not be 
confined until the following morning 
and that he could save her 
considerable pain by taking the child 
then (by cesearian section), to which

Continued on page 19.



A Case of Malpractice, continued from

fheplaWifls replied that they wanted 
the child born naturally,

'and that upon the 
following morning the defendant,
C.A. Beach, was requested to 
examine the plaintiff, and that he did 
so and informed her that she was 
progressing very slowly, that she had 
dilated only about an inch, and that it 
would be some time before the child 
was born, and assuming that the 
defendants then went to breakfast in 
this house, read the paper, and that 
about an hour and a half later the 
defendant was again called to 
examine the plaintiff,

'and that the defendant 
put straps upon the shoulders of the 
plaintiff, and told her to pull upon his 
harness when her pains came and 
that after three or four pains the 
defendant informed the plaintiffs that 
this harness was doing no good and 
removed the same,

'and defendant sent his 
wife, defendant Mary Beach, out of 
the room, telling her to 'get them or 
'bring them' and that defendant Mary 
Beach went from the room and shortly 
thereafter returned with the 
instruments used by physicians in 
childbirth, and that the defendant 
C.A. Beach inserted the forceps while 
the defendant Mary Beach attempted 
to put the plaintiff under the 
chloroform,

'and assuming that during 
this time the plaintiff was lying 
lengthwise of the bed, and that the 
practical nurse in attendance 
said,'Doctor, you are cutting her all to 
pieces. I never saw an instrument 
case where they did not put the 
patient crosswise of the bed, or on a 
table,' and that the defendant said,
’She is all right where she is.,'

'and assuming that the 
defendant C.A. Beach worked with 
the forceps underthese conditions 
for about a half or three-quarters of an 
hour and then the water sack or 
membranes were broken,

'and assuming that he 
then called upon the plaintiff, Clifford 
Fairfax, the husband, aged about 
•wenly-two years, who had never 
seen a pair of forceps before and had 
never been present at a delivery, and 
instructed him to pull upon the 
forceps with him, and that after pulling

in this way, that the defendant gave 
over the forceps entirely, saying 'You 
must pull harder,'that Fairfax did then 
pull as hard as he could, and 
thereupon the baby's head was born 
with a noise, and assuming that for 
about two hours thereafter, after the 
head of the baby was born, Dr. Beach 
worked upon the plaintiff,

'and assuming that after 
the lapse of about two hours, the 
plaintiff was permitted to come out 
from underthe influence of 
chloroform, and that her mother, Mrs. 
Taylor, entered the room and that the 
defendant removed the prong of the 
forcep with which he had been 
working and that the plaintiff was then 
instructed by her mother as to how to 
bear down with her pains, and that 
du ring the first labor pain thereafter 
the child's body was born naturally, 
and assuming that the said child was 
bom dead at the time,

"and that an examination 
disclosed that the plaintiff Edna 
Fairfax was so lacerated and torn that 
an operation was necessary to repair 
the damage, and that the defendants 

Continued on page 20.

pHDIAPER RASH^ti
IS NOT A WAY OF LIFE

You can recommend professional 
diaper service w ith  confidence.

•  Laboratory Controlled. Each m onth 
a random sample o f our diapers is 
subjected to exhaustive studies in a 
biochemical laboratory.

•  Utm ost Convenience. Thanks to  pick 
up and delivery service, our product 
comes when you need it.

•  Economical. A ll this service, all this 
protection against diaper rash costs 
far less than paper diapers — only 
pennies more a day than home- 
washed diapers.

CAUTION TO YOUR PATIENTS. II is illegal to 
d ispose  of hum an excrem ent in garbage. 
Parents are do ing  this w ith  p a p e r/p la s tic  
d ia p e rs .  " D is p o s a b le "  is a m is n o m e r.

Baby 
Diaper 
Service

T A C O M A  W A T O L L  FR EE
38 3 -B A B Y  1 -8 0 0 -5 6 2 -B A B Y

Washington's Oldest, Most Trusted 
Professional Diaper Service 

Serving Our Second Generation

W o rk in g
S o lu t io n s

Professional Services 
For The Injured

410 S.W. 153rd St Seattle, WA 98166 
(206) 244-5460 

Serving all Pierce ana King Cgi£Uies r̂garSeaTac_Airgort_

Chronic Pain 
Management
Intensive 3-Week Program 
Return-To-Work Emphasis
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A Case of Malpractice, continued from 
page 19.
called in Dr. Case of this city to 
perform such operation.

"and that Dr. Case 
performed such operation and then 
ordered the plaintiffs to employ a 
trained nurse to be sent to the house,

'and assuming that the 
trained nurse arrived after the doctor 
left such house, that she was given 
no instructions with respect to her 
patient, and assuming that on the 
following morning the plaintiff had a 
chill followed by a sinking spell, and 
that the trained nurse telephoned to 
the defendant Dr. Beach and told him 
that she wanted him to come at once 
that she was worried over the 
condition of the patient, and that Dr. 
Beach replied that he couldn't come, 
that she should call Dr. Case,

"and assuming that about 
two or three hours later both Dr. Case 
and Dr. Beach arrived at the house, 
and friction developed between the 
two doctors, and that the defendant, 
Dr. Beach, permitted the patient and 
her family by his words and actions to 
know of this friction, let them know he 
was mad, refused to enter the 
sickroom except upon request and 
urging,

’and that two or three days 
after, Dr. Beach called Clifford Fairfax 
to his offic in Puyallup, and told him 
the said Clifford Fairfax that he felt he 
was not welcome at his house 
anymore, but that there was 
something he wanted to tell him 
which would not be pleasant for him 
to hear, but that he(Dr. Beach) felt it 
his duty to inform him, that Dr. Case 
was not a Christian man but was a 
dope fiend, that it was a mania with 
dope fiends to attempt to inculcuate 
the drug habit in others with whom 
they may come in contact, and that 
he, Clifford Fairfax, would have to 
watch Dr. Case very carefully in order 
to see to it that Dr. Case did not 
inculcate the drug habit in his wife.

In answer to this 
hypothetical quesiton by the plaintiff, 
Dr. Brenton testified that the 
defendant, Dr. Beach, had erred in 
his treatment of the patient.

When the suite was 
settled against Dr. Beach for the sum 
of $2000 in damages, the Medical 
Society of Pierce County took

exception to the verdict. At the 
urging of Drs. Read and Tenney, the 
Medical Society examined the 
transcript of Dr. Benton's testimony, 
noting that Brenton had testified he 
had examined the plaintiff in October, 
1919, and found the numerous 
lacerations that Dr. Case had 
supposedly repaired in July 1918. 
The reference to Case's morphine 
addiction was not a contention. The 
Medical Society considered filing an 
appeal but took no action other than 
the censure of Dr. Brenton for

  -- ^
unprofessional conduct in his 
testim ony in the case.

The young Dr. Beach left 
town, and Dr. Case suffered a 
disabling illness which confined him 
to his home for the remaining years of 
his life. A fter his death, Case was 
eulogized by Drs. Tenney and Read 
as a 'man of strong likes and dislikes, 
who had always taken an active 
interest in the affairs of the Medical 
Society. ■
Reprint from The Bulletin, April 1976.

A s s o c ia te d  H o m e  H eaU h
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i nurses and th e ra p is ts ^
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_ na a n d ^ n' 
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gaining toaSlC

•  NuistoS

V S S #

750 Market Street, Tacoma, Washington 98402 
383-1818 (tollfree) 1-800-762-7766
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College of Medical Education
Category I

Continuing Medical Education For further information ca ll: 627-7137

November 22 - COMPUTERS IN THE MEDICAL OFFICE - 7 Hours.
In addition to having a select number of computer software vendors available, presentations will include 
facts about purchasing a medical accounting business package; the personal experience of a medical 
office manager; the personal experience of a physician; and some insight into clinical appiicaitons.

December 11 - OTOLARYNGOLOGY FOR THE G ENERALIST - 7 Hours. Primary care perspectives. 
This will give practical management approaches to common problems of the 
ear, nose, head and neck which are seen in the daily general medical practice.

December 10, - ADVANCED CARDIAC LIFE S U P P O R T -15 Hours.
11 This two-day certification and recertification course will follow the guidelines of the American Heart

Association. A prerequisite is current certification in Basic Life Support.

January 15 - THE LAW  AND MEDICINE SYM POSIUM  - 7TH ANNUAL - 7 Hours.
For physicians and attorneys. Speakers and topics are planned as follows: Mr. William H. Mays - lessons 
from his malpractice defense experience; The Honorable Judge Robert J. Bryan - with some thoughts 
on interaction between law and medicine; Mr. Ted Linham -insurance crisis present and future; Dr. Roy 
Kokenge - on personal experience with a malpractice suit; The Honorable Judge Donald Thompson - 
recent changes in the personal injury laws and tort reform; Mr. Monte Hester - a topic relatively unknown to 
physicans, criminal law; Dr. Marcel Malden - records, billing and scheduling problems.

MEDICAL SOCIETY 
MEDICAL DENTAL 
PLACEMENT SERVICE
705 5. 9 t h ,  S u ite  203 
T a c o m a ,  W a s h i n g t o n  98405

Call 572-3709 
W e Do It All

Good help is hard to find, 
but not for us.

W e specialize in making “ matches.”
W h o  d o  w e  p l a c e ?

R e c e p t i o n i s t s ,  B o o k k e e p e r s ,  T r a n s c r i b e r s ,  

O f f i c e  A s s i s t a n t s ,  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r s ,  L P N ’s ,  

R N ’s ,  R e g .  X - R a y  T e c h ’s ,  C e r t .  L a b  T e c h ' s ,  

I n s u r a n c e  B i l l e r s

W e  A d v e r t i s e .  T e s l  A p p l i c a n t s .

S c r e e n  A p p l i c a n t s .  C h e c k  R e f e r e n c e s ,  

A d v i s e  o n  W a ^ e s .  A d v i s e  o n  L e g a l  

H i r i n g  P r o c e d u r e s

— All Types of Medical Office Personnel

.SPUNSORflJ HY PHYSICIANS ANU < < )\' I ROt 111 > H) A I’f/Y S/( IA,\/i< J.-\Kf > Ol UIH M l()K s

The Bulletin November 1986 21



Personnel Issues...
from MBI

To quote the words of Jeff 
Smith, attorney for the Medical 
Society of Pierce County,
"document, document, document." 
Personnel related issues must be 
documented to insure a course of 
action that will avoid litigation for 
employers, or will protect them if 
litigation happens. Physician 
employers are not immune and 
should take heed of the following for 
protection:

Do you have an up-to-date 
personnel policy manual for your 
office? Are you sure you are not 
discriminating, even perhaps by 
favoritism? Are you familiar with the At- 
Will-Doctrine?

A personnel policy manual 
will serve to protect you in most 
employment decisions you will make. 
The first question you will be asked 
legally is, what does your policy 
manual state? Make sure that each 
employee, upon accepting 
employment is given a copy of the 
manual and signs a release admitting 
they have read the manual and 
understand it's contents. A manual 
does not have to be fancy, three or 
four typewritten pages, outlining 
office policies will serve nicely.

Remember, discrimination 
goes beyond race, color, religion and 
sex. Employment discrimination can 
be subtle, it is very important to treat 
all employees fairly. If you provide 
benefits for one employee you must 
provide them for all. Consistency and 
referral to your policy manual is 
paramount.

Employment at will, the 
principle in which employment ends 
at the will of either employer or 
employee, is the "most cost-efficient 
employment doctrine around," said 
Richard Sinkfield, an attorney in the 
Atlanta firm of Rogers and Hardin. He

suggested that all employee 
handbooks, supervisor manuals, and 
company memos should be carefully 
worded to avoid stated or implied 
promises of employment.

Other suggestions: 
RECRUITMENT: All advertisements, 
brochures, and other forms of 
solicitation of employment should 
avoid words and phrases such as 
"permanent," "guaranteed 
employment," "lifelong relationship," 
"stay and grow," and employees will 
terminated only for "just cause."

EVALUATIONS: Honest, uniform 
and objective evaluations are 
important. Employees evaluated as 
■good’ or ’average’ get the impression 
that they are actually performing at 
good or average levels. If they aren’t, 
these negligent evaluations might 
make discipline or discharge more 
difficult.

DISCIPLINE: Progressive discipline 
should be used, and it is important to 
have proper documentation at each 
step. Companies can separate 
offenses into two categories: those 
that result in immediate discharge 
(theft, insubordination, assault) and 
those that call for progressive steps 
before discharge and are deemed 
"correctable" (poor work 
performance, absenteeism, etc.).

QISCHARGE: Internal review of 
discharge decisions is important, and 
consistency should be a goal. 
Mitigating circumstances (such as 
seniority) should be checked. The 
employee should be apprised of all 
the benefits he or she is entitled to, 
and the employer should review its 
efforts to salvage the employee. 
Documentation should be complete.

One out of ten discharges

is challenged, and giving a little time 
and empathy during the discharge 
interview can go a long way to 
reducing that number. The employer 
should ask the employee in the 
discharge interview to write down 
anything he or she disagrees with— 
this documentation could be used as 
evidence in a possible lawsuit or 
arbitration. The discharge interview is 
not pleasant, but very necessary.

ADD AGLALISE^Employers can 
eliminate any doubts about the 
employment relationship by adding a 
clause in employee handbooks that 
the company or employer reserves 
the right to terminate the employee 
with or without cause. If you have 
employment questions, call your 
placement service Membership 
Benefits, Inc., 572-3709. ■

Notice to 
R eaders.. .
MSPC members whoare interested 
in con tribu ting  amides o f interest 
and pertinence to The Bulletin are 
urged to  do so. The editor reserves 
the right not to  publish any article 
submitted, based on space available 
and pertinence o f the topic. Articles 
should be lim ited  to  four double
spaced, typewritten pages or 1,000 
words. Exceptions to  this maybe 
made by p rio r arrangement with 
the editor, Call the managing editor 
for in form ation on article submis
sion, 572-3666.
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Where are we going 
and how did we get here? By Paul A. Johnson, MD

I have been the Medical 
Director of Personal Health of Puget 
Sound, a local HMO, for over a year 
now. PHPS is totally financed by 
doctors and is run by doctors for 
doctors. During this time, I have been 
educated in several areas, cost 
containment being one of prime 
importance.

I remember the good old 
days when cost was not the concern it 
is today. In recent years the picture 
has taken an ugly turn, and now all of 
us are in the spotlight because, rightly 
or not, much of the blame forthe 
spiralling costs of medical care is 
directed at us.

Dealing w ith  d o c to rs  is  an 
experience. There are 
all kinds.__________________

Dealing with doctors is an 
experience. There are all kinds--from 
the one who doesn't seem to give a 
damn about cost, to the other who is 
ultra conservative. However, 
candidates to the last category are 
few and far between.

Here are some of the 
trouble spots I have observed:
1. Overutilization of inpatient 
hospitalization. There is nothing new 
about this one, except to say that if 
just one day could be eliminated from 
the average hospital stay, the 
difference in overall cost is 
astounding. Strict utilization review is 
helping a great deal. Also, during a 
hospitalization, minimizing the 
number of medically necessary tests 
would help a great deal.

2- Qverutilizatinn of the hospital 
emergency ronm^ The ER has been 
an extravegance that we have all 
enjoyed. Some doctors still use it as 
an extension of their own office, 
even during office hours. Then there 
are those who sign out to the ER on 
nights and weekends. That would be 
ok, except for the cost. What would 
otherwise be a modest 90050, 
balloons into a $218.00 monster with 
facility fee, lab tests, the ubiquitous

chest x-ray, and the sometime EKG 
for good measure. I reviewed a 
$100.00 invoice the other day to 
apply a steristrip. What's happening 
to us! Where does it all end? The 
doctors in Puyallup are to be 
congratulated for an after hours clinic, 
which sees patients for the group that 
are emergent in nature. The doctors 
are on rotation and each takes a turn 
covering the others. The fee for such 
service is much less than the standard 
ER charges, and the numberof tests 
is minimized. That is a real step in the 
right direction for holding down cost.

3. Overutilization of physical therapy. 
Some doctors are heavy users of this 
modality. Ultrasound has almost 
become universal. It does 
everything. I remember when I first 
started practicing, diathermy was "in," 
and everybody was charmed by this 
mysterious new breakthrough.

P h ys ic ia n s  are g o in g  to  be 
he ld  accoun ta b le .___________
But the magic wore off when it was 
discovered that diathermy did not do 
anything more than a heating pad 
could do. But at least in those days, 
the price was right. You order sixteen 
PT treatments today, and you are 
looking at a minimum of $800.00.
Rule of thumb--$50.00 a throw-more 
or less. I am certain that if doctors 
really realized what a powerful 
weapon their ballpoint was, they 
would order four or six and then see if 
the others are really necessary.

4. Laboratory tests. Where did all 
these exotic lab tests come from. 
Sometimes I think we are just playing 
games. Technology is wonderful, but 
there has to be some good old 
common sense applied when 
ordering tests.

5. X-Rav Exams. I have found a great 
disparity between the cost of the 
same sen/ice done in the private 
doctor's office as compared to being 
done in the hospital. For example,

mammograms usually vary between 
$75.00 and $100.00 when done in 
the office. I reviewed a billing the 
other day for $232.01 forthe same 
service, read by the same doctor, but 
done in the hospital. You should be 
aware of the difference in cost 
among various facilities.

T here is  no  lo n g e r any  p lace 
to  h ide  fro m  the  re sp o n s ib ility .

6. Suraerv. On the positive side, I 
really have not seen much 
unnecessary surgery. That may be 
because of our prior authorization 
policy. All elective cases must have 
prior authorization before scheduling 
and second opinions by surgeons of 
our choice when indicated.

I dislike the idea of placing 
restrictions on a physician's practice 
and I'd hate having them placed upon 
my own-those from an HMO 
included. But when the bill for the 
delivery of healthcare approaches 
1/10 of ourcountry’s GNP, that cost is 
going to come under scrutiny. 
Questions about cost containment 
are going to be raised. Fingers are 
going to be pointed at doctors. And 
physicians are going to be held 
accountable. It is not our choice, but 
much of the burden is ours to bear, 
and there is no longer any place to 
hide from the responsibility.

I enjoyed practicing in the 
days of no third party payer, or at least 
very little, a situation that is all but 
impossible in most practice specialties 
today. As Medical Director of 
Personal Health of Puget Sound, I 
feel that my job is to help doctors 
practice their own brand of medicine 
with as little interference as possible. 
The doctor's job is to provide 
medically necessary care, including 
off hour coverage at a cost which is 
not going to break the bank.

And, you wanted to be a 
doctor! With all the red tape and 
increasing complexities which did not 
exist in the past, it still is the greatest 
profession. ■
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AMA-ERF fund raiser 
coming up...
Holiday Sharing Card

The Auxiliary will soon be 
sending a letter requesting 
contributions for the annual AMA- 
ERF Holiday Sharing Card. Thiscard 
will be sent to every member of our 
Pierce County Medical Society and 
Auxiliary and will have the names of all 
who contribute, thus eliminating the 
need to send individual holiday cards 
to each other. Send your checks in 
early and rememberthis is income tax 
deductible.

What is AMA-ERF? Each year 
Pierce County physicians and their 
spouses are very generous in 
donating money to the AMA-ERF 
Holiday Sharing Card. Since many 
may not know the history of AMA- 
ERF, I gleaned the following 
information from their handbook and 
thought it worth passing on.

"The Am erican M edical 
Association Education and  Research 
Fund (AMA-ERF) was established over 35 
years ago to help support quality 
education in the nation's m edical schools.

From  m odest beginnings in 1950, 
the Foundation has distributed a to ta l of 
over $40 m illion in gifts to medical 
schools; guaranteed over $95 million in 
loans benefiting m ore than 40,000  
medical students, interns and  r e s id e n ts ;  
and supported numerous research 
projects. A M A -E R F currently has several 
different funds. The M edica l School 
Excellence Fund provides grants to 
m edical schools to use as they see fit.
The M edical Student Assistance Fund  
provides funds to m edical schools for 
student financial aid. The Development 
Fund is used a t the discretion o f  the AMA- 
E R F Board o f Directors

to support p ilo t and  experim ental health 
and  m edical programs. AM A -E R F also 
has Categorical Funds fo r specific  
research areas.

The newest AM A-ER F fund, the 
M edical Student Assitance Fund, was 
b e g u n  in 1983 to provide funds for 
m edical schools to use in direct financial 
assistanct to students. The specific  
financial a id  programs that benefit from  
these funds will vary with the individual 
medical schol. The only requirement is 
that the school use the funds to help 
support bona fide educational expenses 
fo r m edical students recognized as being  
in need by the schools. M edica l school 
deans have sa id  that gifts to this fund will 
be used to provide loans to medical 
students.

From its m odest beginnings in 
1950, AM A-ERF has consistently  
supported quality m edical education in 
the U.S. Contributions now  equal 
more than $1.75 m illion yearly, a visible 
sign o f medicine's continuing commitment 
to excellence. The extraordinary fund  
raising efforts o f the AMA Auxiliary and  
the generosity o f the contributing medical 
family have securedAM A-ERF's  
success"

Pierce County should be 
proud of itself for once again being 
the largest contributor to AMA-ERF in 
Washington state in (985-86. We 
hope that we can again receive this 
honor in 1986-87. Our main money 
raising project is our Holiday Sharing 
Card.

Shirley Kemman

November Auxiliary 
Meeting scheduled for 
Nov. 21.

Chief Public Information Officer 
forthe State Department of 
Licensing, Princess Jackson Smith, a 
faculty member at South Puget 
Sound Community College in 
Olympia and a professional writer and 
speaker, will be the welcome guest at 
the Auxiliary's November meeting.

The meeting will be held at the 
home of Sharon Lukens, Friday, Nov. 
21 at 10:00 a.m. Ms. Smith will 
discuss "What it takes to be best." 
Reservations may be made by 
contacting Alice Veh, 565-6929 or 
Mimi Jergens, 1-851-5720.

Fund Raising 
Fashion Show...

The PCMS Auxiliary is jointly 
sponsoring a fund-raising Fashion 
Show and luncheon at the Tacoma 
Dome with the Tacoma Stars, Tacoma 
Junior League and the Orthopedic 
Guilds of Tacoma. The Fashion Show 
will be held March 18,1987. This is an 
excellent opportunity for the Auxiliary 
to work in coalition with other service 
groups in the county and will be the 
only fund raising event forthe year.

Childrens'Christmas 
party coming soon...

In December, the Annual 
Children's Christmas Party will be 
held. Date and place will be 
announced as soon as it is 
scheduled.

Auxiliary new s continued on next page.
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Auxiliary holds first 
membership phon-a- 
thon

The Medical Society Auxiliary 
held its lirst membership phon-a- 
thon, August 20. A two hour 
workshop was conducted prior to the 
phon-a-thon. The workshop was 
presented as a vaudeville show.

Act I featured Sal's Super 
Magic with Sharon Ann Lawson, her 
magic acts and formula for increasing 
membership, established our goals.
Act II, the Federation Dance Team 
featured Suzy Duffy, PCMSA 
President; Mary Skinner, WSMAA 
President and Mary Randolph, AMAA 
Western Region Director. Act III, the 
Comedy Tearn of Lukens and Jo 
Roller, presenting telephone skills 
and role playing skits in an 
informative, entertaining and 
innovative manner.

A special thanks is due all of 
the phon-a-thon volunteers:

Cindy Anderson 
Nikki Crowley 
Pam Droulliard 
Suzy Duffy 
Bev Graham 
Sonya Hawkins 
Alice Hilger 
Kit Larson
Sharon Ann Lawson 
Sharon Lukens 
Edith McGill 
Ginny Miller 
Mary Randolph, AMAA 
Jo Roller
Mary Skinner, WSMAA 
Terri Stuart 
Dot Truckey 
Rubye Ward 
Marny Weber 
Helen Whitney 
Alice Wilhyde

A special thanks also for audio
visual operators, Vince Girolami and 
Mark Wilhyde and to Tacoma General 
and Mary Bridge Hospitals for 
providing the Tacoma Orthopedic 
Room, telephones and audio-visual 
equipment to tape our workshop.

The phon-a-thon netted a total 
of 108 members; 54 of these 
members were dues paying members 
from last year, the remaining were

either former or new members. Their 
commitment as supporting or 
participating members represents a 
27% increase.

It is still not to late to send in 
your $55.00 to become a member 
and support your Auxiliary. Send to 
Betty Virtue, 71 Leschi St., Madrona 
Park, Steilacoom, WA 98388.

Spokane Convention
We, as medical people and 

families are no longer sitting by the 
side lines letting someone else 
choose our fate. We have made the 
turn around in the game with the 
passage of the tort reform act last 
year.

The Spokane convention was 
a great training field. Dian Adams,

State Legislative Co-Chairman gave 
the strategy of how to play this game 
and brought in offensive coordinators 
like Ed Larson and Winnie Cline to 
teach the fine points. Ed Larson is 
our WSMA lobbyist in Olympia; 
Winnie does the background work. 
We spent four days in Spokane 
grinding out the policy for 1986-87.

We will no longer be a 
defensive team reacting only when 
acted upon, but an offensive team of 
physicians and families playing an 
important role in health legislation, 
health care and support for the 
medical community. We need the 
help of the whole team, find out who 
is making the policy and get your 
ideas to them. Be a part of this 
winning team and help 
carry the ball. ■

SOUTH HILL MEDICAL/DENTAL 
CONDOMINIUMS

Now Available —  Phase I

13507 MERIDIAN SOUTH

WHY LEASE WHEN YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM OWNERSHIP 
WHILE PAYING NO MORE THAN YOUR PRESENT LEASE?

, DEPRECIATION &  INTEREST DEDUCTIONS 

. EXCELLENT LEVERAGE OPPORTUNITY 

. LEASE/OPTION TERMS AVAILABLE 

, PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP

QUALITY LOCATION 

HIGH TRAFFIC COUNTS 

. EASY ACCESS

. DESIGN YOUR OWN INTERIOR

SOUTH HILL MEDICAL/DENTAL CENTER IS SITUATED IN THE 
HUB OF THE FASTEST GROWING AREA IN THE STATE. IT 

AFFORDS EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR BOTH OWNER 
OCCUPIED & INVESTOR PURCHASES. THIS IS A UNIQUE 

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY DEMANDING SERIOUS 
CONSIDERATION.

CALL

XG.C. CORPORATION 
FOR MORE INFORMATION

848-8915
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Hospital News
St. Joseph________

Two key leadership posts 
have been filled at St. Joseph 
Hospital and Health Care Center.

William V. Boettcher 
joined the organization Sept.1,1986 as 
president and chief executive officer 
of St. Joseph Health Services. Mr. 
Boetcher also serves as president of 
Franciscan Health Group-West, which 
operates four hospitals and a long
term care facility in Washington and 
Oregon. The Franciscan Health 
System owns St. Joseph and 12 
other hospitals on the east and west 
coasts, and is operated by the Sisters 
of St. Francis of Phildelphia.

Mr. Boettcher comes to 
St. Joseph from the University of 
Washington, Seattle, where he was 
associate executive director of 
hospitals. He has also served as 
associate administratorof the 
University of Washington Hospital and 
in administrative posts with 
Providence Medical Center, Seattle 
and Providence Hospital, Everett.

John R. Long has been 
made president and CEO of St.
Joseph Hospital and Health Care 
Center. Prior to joining St. Joseph he 
was administratorof St. Elizabeth 
Medical Center in Yakima, 
Washington, a post he assumed in 
I983 after four yers in other 
administrative positions at the 
hospital. A fellow of the American 
College of Healthcare Executives, he 
has held administrative posts at 
United Hospital, Port Chester, New 
York and University of Oregon 
Hospital, Portland.

fa ie c w t

Union Avenue Pharmacy 
& Corset Shop

2302 S. Union Ave., Tacoma
752-1705____________

Humana
Humana Hospital, Tacoma, 

has established a new diabetes 
treatment center. The facility will 
provide in and out-patient education 
and correlary treatment. Named the 
Humana-Northwest Regional 
Diabetes Center, the new tacility will 
work closely with the Diabetes 
Association of Pierce County.

The Diabetes Center is 
headed by Dr. Larry Stonesifer. Dr. 
Stonesifer, an endocrinologist,was 
former director of the Diabetes Center 
at Tacoma General's Multicare Medical 
Center. The Center will be staffed 
with a registered nurse, dietician, 
exercise therapist, psychologist, 
pharmacist and other specialists in the

education and treatment of diabetes 
and related disorders.

According to Dr. 
Stonesifer, Tacoma's diabetic 
population may be up to 40% larger 
than the national average of 3-5%. Of 
this group, 90% are non-insulin 
dependent, although they may 
require insulin therapy occasionally, 
while 10% are truly insulin dependent 
for life.

Treatment for both non- 
insulin and insulin dependent cases, 
according to Dr. Stonesifer, includes 
diet, exercise, medication, 
establishment of proper habit 
patterns and avoidance of stress. ■

Designed for PC type computers

Medical Office Management System 
for primary care 

and other specialities

Bill Helgeson 
Viking Consulting Services 

1-857-4815
or 

James M. Blankenship, MD 
0-564-4692 
H-752-0581
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Membership
In accordance w ith  the Bylaw s o f the Medical Society o f Pierce County, Chapter Seven, Section A, 

MEMBERSHIP, the fo llow ing  physicians have applied fo r  membership, and notice o f the ir applica
tion is herewith presented.

As outlined in the Bylaws, any member w ho  has in fo rm ation o f  a derogatory nature concerning  
an applicant’s moral o r ethical conduct, medical qualifications o r o the r such requisites fo r member
ship, shall assume the responsibility o f  conveying that in fo rm ation to the Credentials Committee o r 
Board o f Trustees o f the Society.

t
 Heather S. Daniels MD

Born in Corvallis, 
Oregon, 6/6/49.

Medical School, 
Oregon Health 
Sciences University,

- 1976; internship,
Madigan Army Medical Center, Pediatrics, 
7/76 -6/77; residency, Madigan Army 
Medical Center, Pediatrics, 7/77  
-6/79; fellowship, Madigan Army Medical 
Center, Developmental Pediatrics, 10/82- 
9/84. Washington State License, I986.
Dr. Daniels is currently practicing at 903  
E. 104th St., Tacoma.

Barbara Guller, MD.,
Pediatric Cardiology. 
Born in Zurich, 
Switzerland, 11/13/32. 
Medical School, 
University of Zurich, 
1957 and University 

of Minnesota, I969; internship, Grace 
Hospital, Detroit, 10/59-6/60; residency, 
Buffalo Children's Hospital, 7/60-6/61 and 
Children's Hospital, University of Zurich, 
10/61-9/63; fellowship, Mayo Clinic, 
Pediatric Cardblogy, 10/64-12/66 and 
Cardiovascular Physiology, 1 /67-12/68. 
Washington State License, I982. Dr.
Guller is currently practicing at 17404,
49th Ave. C t., E., Tacoma.

Julie A. Gustafson, MD
Otolaryngology. Born 
in Seattle, WA, 6 /30/
49. Medical School, 
University of 
Washington, 1978; 
Internship, Good 

Samaritan Hospital, Cincinnati, Surgical, 
7/78-6/79; residency, University of 
Washington, Otolaryngology Head and 
Neck Surgery, 7/79-6/80; Graduate 
training, Guy's Hospital, London, 
Otolaryngology Head and Neck, 7/83- 
12/83 and University of Washington,
Allergy, 7/84-12/84. Washington State 
License, 1979. Dr. Gustafson is currently 
practicing at 1420 Meridican S outh ,
Puyallup

Lawrence J. White, 
M D., Ophthalmology. 
Born in Minnesota, 
12/14/51. Medical 
School, University of 
Minnesota, 1978; 
Internship, W alter 
Reed Army Medical 

Center, 7/78-6/79; residency, Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center, 7/79-6/82. 
Washington State Liscense, 1981. Dr. 
White is currently practicing at 3908 10th 
St., SE, Puyallup.

€ l€ C T R O L V S IS
Helene Block, R.€.

3509 S. 14th St., Tacoma 98405  
759-1151

Introducing new, computerized 
€lectro-IJlend Cpilator with 

Air Desensitizer
Member; LUoshlngton State Electrolysis Assn. ond 

Electrolysis International Assn.

Trained: Kree international Institute o f electrolysis, NV 
ond LUIIshlre Blvd. School, Los Angeles

P a c i f i c  N o r t h w e s t  
O p p o r t u n i t y

Pediatricians
sought for busy multi
specialty urban group 
practice near childrens’ 
hospital in Puget Sound. 
Current experience 
in pediatric and new  
bom  intensive care 
needed. Competitive 
income and benefit 
package.

The Friedrich Group 
9284 FemclifF Northeast 

Bainbridge Island, WA 98110

(2 0 6 ) 8 4 2 - 5 2 4 8
or

(2 0 6 )  5 2 7 - 3 1 4 1

Puget Sound Collections Inc.
Endorsed by the Medical Society 
of Pierce County
Professional collection services 
to the m ed ica l  community since 1960. 
benefiting all M edical Society Members.

Member, A m erica n Collectors Association 
Medical/ Dental Hosp ita l Bureaus of Am erica

D avid  M ic h a u d ,
G e n e ra l M a n a g e r

P u g e t S o u n d  
C o lle c tio n s  Inc.
(206) 383-5011 
914 A  Street 
PO Box 1213 
Tacoma, WA. 98401
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Classified

Physicians Needed

Sem i-retired Board Certiiied Internist with 
16 years experience in occupational 
medicine seeking either a  part-time 
position or full-time with regular hours. 
Licensed in W ashington. P lease contact: 
Donald J. McCaughey, M D , 24 50 I V ia M ar 
Monte #59, Carm el, CA  93923, 
(408)625-9421.

Psychiatrist. Full-Tim e or part-time 
contractual position available with 
Com prehensive Mental Health Center. 
Requires board eligible psychiatrist with 
completion of three-year residency in 
psychiatry, licensed to practice medicine 
in the state of Washington.
Responsibilities include client evaluation 
for medication, hospitalization, diagnosis 
or special treatm ent recomm endations 
and clinical consultation to C enter staff. 
Qualified applicants may submit resume 
to CM H C , 1201 S. Proctor, Tacom a, W A  
98405 . EOE.

N W  Evaulation and Treatm ent C enter 
seeking a board eligible psychiatrist for 
our 30  bed innovative adult in-patient 
unit; 2 -3  days per w eek including call (1 /2  
3 /4  tim e position) for salary and benefits. 
Send resum e to : S tephen Burr, 
Comptroller, N W  Evaluation and  
Treatm ent, 1421 Minor, Seattle, 98101, 
682-1699 .

Professional Office Space
1/2 block for professional building 
betw een So. 7th to So. 8th and L„ 
Tacom a. 2 7 2 -9 5 2 1 .

Office space with in-office lab and X -R ay  
lacilities to share with two sub-specialists 
in the C edar Medical Center, rent with 
option to buy. 1901 S. Cedar, Tacom a, 
272-2261 or 572-3520 .

Professional office space for lease, 
University Place, 1500 sq. ft. 863-7926 .

Residential for Sale
Lakewood Creekfront - custom executive 
hom e, 4  bedroom s, 3 1/2 baths, swimming 
pool, decks, patios, extensive 
entertaining area, 2 fireplaces.
Secluded, elegant - 4 ,4 95  sq. ft., 
$270 ,0 00 . Flor Acuff, 584-4908 home, or 
581 -4040  office. Parkwood Realty, Inc.

Featuring 
Tacoma's Finest Homes

R ich ard  C . Pessemier 
Sales Associate

2 7 2 -4 1 3 6  O F f  IC E  759-2699 H O M E

S w a n s o n -M c G o ld r ic k , Inc.
W A S H IN G T O N  B U I ID IN G  SUITE 302 

T A C O M A .  W A S H IN G T O N  98402

Family Practitioner, Expanding two 
doctor practice in Puyallup. No O B  or 
major surgery, 7 doctor call group. 
Contact William Knittel, phone 841-2744.

Emergency Room Physician. Full-time in 
a South Seattle Community Hospital. 12- 
15 ,000 visits per year. E R  experience 
required, BE/BC preferred. Fee for 
service. Contact David Peterson, M D  at 
Riverton Hospital, 12844 Military Rd., S., 
Seattle, 98168 , phone (206) 248-4730.

South Seattle: O B /G Y N  - Immediate 
Opportunity - Untapped Potential - Office 
Provided - Cross-Coverage - Comfortable 
Community Hospital. BE /B C send C V  to: 
H .S . Epstein, 13030 Military Rd., S., 
Seattle, 98168.

South Seattle Community Hospital 
seeking two internists (Board Certified). 
Im m ediate opening, office space 
available. W rite or call Riverton Hospital 
Administration, 12844 Military Road S., 
Seattle 9 8 1 6 8 , phone 1-248-4550.

Manor Care 
of Meadow Park

C O N V A L E S C E N T  AN D REH ABILITATION CENTER

•  2 4  H ou r Skilled  
N u rsin g  C are

• L on g -T erm  and 
V a c a tio n  Stays

• O ccu p a tio n a l, 
S p e e ch  and 
P h ysical Therapies

• M e d ic a re  C ertified

• D e lu x e  H eritage
U -ci.* k.u  W ing

F o r m o re  in fo r m a t io n  c o n ta c t  o u r  A d m issio n s D irector

4 7 4 - 8 4 2 1
M>0| s. O R C H AR D  ST’. • T A C O M A

______________ MallCLl1 D irec to r, John A tk inson , M .D .



PHYSICIANS INSURANCE 
IS Y O U R  COMPANY

Y o u r  com pany is the o n ly  WSMA sp on sored , 
physician ow ned and d irected  com p an y in the 
State o f  W ashington.

Y o u r  com pany respond s to the need s o f  the 
medical profession. T h e  Board  o f  D irectors is 
com prised o f  practicing physicians co n c e rn e d  
about their peers and your com pany.

Y o u r  com pany in fou r sh o rt years has b eco m e 
W ashington’s largest m edical professional liab il
ity insurance company.

T h e professional liability situation 
nationally and in W ashington slate is in turm oil. 
Y m t r  com p any and its su bscribers are w orking 
tog ether to find long range solutions. We invite 
your participation. Call for fu rther in form atio '

PHYSICIAN S 
TNSIJR A N C E
WASHINGTON STATE PHYSICIANS INSURANCE 

EXCHANGE S ASSOCIATION

1100 UNITED AIRLINES BLDG- 2033 SIXTH AVENUE 
SEATTLE.WA98121 (206)728-5800 1-800-732-1148

W 505 RIVERSIDE. SUITE 500 
SPOKANE. WA 99201 (509) 456-5868

Tel-Med
A Library of Free 

Recorded Health Tips.
Over 200 topics, from tonsillectomy to 
osteoporosis, researched and written by 
physicians. 
Brochures listing these topics are free to you and 
your patients. If you would like a supply for your 
waiting room, please call 597-6655 .

A Community Service Sponsored By:

Pierce County 
Medical
A Blue Shield Plan

1114 Broadway Plaza Tacoma, WA 98402
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Physician’s Hideaway
Investment, retirement, recreation potential unlimited.

Mallards, Pintails, Teal

A MEMBER OF THE SEARS FINANCIAL NETWORK

COLDUieU, BANKER D
UPTOWN REALTY

An Independently 0«*r*ed ̂ ntf 0« f9W  Metrites of CoftJutfiJi Ban ha Re:nfenliaJ Miiiare*. Inr

Magnificent wildlife retreat near Sequim, WA in the 
Olympic sunbelt with 10 - 15 inches of rainfall. Hidden in 
the heart of the Northwest’s best steelhead and salmon 
fishing with nearby skiing, camping, fly fishing, beach 
combing, clamming, hiking, mushrooming, elk and deer 
hunting.

This exclusive 40 acres combines superb duck hunting with 
an exceptional horse facility in a beautiful setting of forests, 
meadows and trout filled ponds - all enriched by deer, otter, 
muskrats, beaver, rabbits, quail, pheasants, hawks, ospreys 
and eagles. Access to Seatde is an easy drive or 30 minutes 
by commercial airline. Yet total privacy and scclusion 
protect migrating waterfowl and provide classic decoy 
hunting.

New lodge-type home, new 48' x 48’ horse bam, 7 acres of 
seeded pasture with chainlink fencing, underground 
irrigation, caretaker's residence, boat house, storage 
facilities, low taxes and much, much more. Brochure 
available. $495,000.

401-A E. First St.
Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Bus. (206) 452-7861 
Res. (206) 457-1770



The“Humana Difference” 
Is Really Just A Lot Of Little 

Differences
At Humana we knowwe can’t be all things to all people. But You see, even though we’re the leaders in such areas as

we mean to be number one among the most important people we Acute Care, Pulmonary Rehabilitation, Day Surgery, ophthalmol- 
serve—the physicians of Pierce County. ogy, spinal disorders, breast cancer and Gastrointestinal

It’swhyweofferlnsta-CareinourEmergency Room—which screening programs and geriatric problems — amongothers — 
ensures that your patient is evaluated within 60 seconds of arrival, we’re still small enough to provide highly personalized care for 
It’s why we maintain an up-to-date list of physicians to which we your patients. And highly personalized service for you. Put them 
canreferpatients.Andwhyweconcen- __ all together — and they make
trate on key “Centers of Excellence” ^ l i l l T l d n d  H o S p i t d l  T 3 C O I T I 3  the Humana difference, 
to help you provide better patient care. & u thl9th  and Union, Tacoma, (z06) 572 2 » 3  Try us and you'll see.

Distover The Hum ana D ifference



MEDICAL SOCIETY' OF PIERCE COUNTY 
7 0 5  S o u th  9 th , S u ite 2 0 3  

T a co m a , W ash in g to n  9 8 -*0 5

a d d r e s s  c o r r e c t i o n  r e q u e s t e d

B U LK  R A TE
U .S . P O S T A G E  

PAID 

T A C O M A , WASH 

P E R M IT  NO. 605

T h e  c l a s s y  a n s w e r  

f o r  c l i e n t s ,  

c u s t o m e r s ,  c o u s i n s .

The finest Washington can grow. 
Exquisitely packaged and shipped 
by an organization that cares 
about children. Ideally priced in 
gift packages of 12 ($21 .00) or 
23 ($33 .00). Visa and Mastercard 
welcome.

Call today! 
1-800-562-6996

Children’s Home Society 
of Washington

A United Way Agency
P.O. Box 15190, Seattle, WA 98115. 

(206'1 S23-S77.7
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ANNUAL JOINT DINNER 
MEETING 

TUESDAY. DECEMBER 9

Dr. Ja c k  L e in , V ic e  
P re s id e n t H e a lth  S c i e n c e s ,  
U n iv e rs ity  o f  W ashington  
School o f  M e d ic in e  w i l l  
h ig h lig h t  th e  e v e n ts  o f  an  
always f e s t i v e  e v e n in g  t o  

1 be h e ld  a t  Tacoma S h e r a to n  
B allroom , T u esd ay ,
December 9 .

Dr. L e in , an a f t e r  d in n e r  
speaker p a r  e x c e l l e n c e  

I w il l  p r e s e n t , "A H um orous 
L ook  a t  M e d ic in e ."  A much 
sought a f t e r  d in n e r  
speaker D r. L e in  w i l l  k e ep  
you s m ilin g .

I n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  1987 
O ff ic e r s  and T r u s te e s  a s  
w ell a s  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  

. those  le a v in g  th e  B o ard  
w il l  be a n o th e r  h ig h 
l ig h t  .

P le a se  send  i n  you r 
r e g is t r a t io n  (p ag e  10 ) a s  
soon a s  p o s s i b l e .

WAMPAC

BALLOTS DUE DEC. 7

B e  c e r t a i n  you r e t u r n  y o u r 
e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t  f o r  1987 
MSPC o f f i c e r s  and t r u s t e e s  
p r i o r  t o  D ecem ber 7 .

Many e x c e l l e n t  c a n d id a te s  
w ere  c o n s id e r e d , th e  nom i
n a t in g  co m m itte e  had a 
d i f f i c u l t  t im e  n a rro w in g  th e  
l i s t  o f  p o s s i b l e  c a n d id a t e s .

T h o se  n o m in a ted  w e r e :

P r e s i d e n t  E l e c t  
W ill ia m  B . J a c k s o n . . .  

R a d io lo g i s t  
V ic e  P r e s id e n t  

K en to n  C . B o d i l y . . .
V a s c u la r  S u r g e r y  

S e c r e t a r .y -T r e a s u r e r  
R o b e r t  B . W h itn e y .. .  

R a d i o l o g i s t  
T r u s t e e s  (3 )

G e r a ld  W. A n d e r s o n .. .
G e n e ra l  S u r g e r y  

Jo h a n n  H. D u e n h o e l t e r . . .  
O b s te t r ic s -G y n e c o lo g y  

Jam es F u l c h e r . . .  
E m ergen cy  & I n t e r n a l  
M e d ic in e  

R o n a ld  G. K n i g h t . . .  
C a r d i a c , T h o r a c ic  & 
V a s c u la r  S u r g e r y  

D av id  E . L a w .. .
I n t e r n a l  M e d ic in e  

M a r t in  S c h a e f e r l e . . .
P l a s t i c  S u r g e r y  

R ic h a r d  S p a u ld i n g . . .
F a m ily  P r a c t i c e  

E i l e e n  T o t h . . .
I n t e r n a l  M e d ic in e

OREGON ANTITRUST 
CASK OVHOTJKNED..

T he U .S .  C o u rt o f  A p p ea ls  
i n  San  F r a n c i s c o  h a s  
r e v e r s e d  a  $ 2 . 1 - m i l l i o n  
ju r y  aw ard i n  an  O regon 
a n t i t r u s t  c a s e  t h a t  had 
c a u se d  w id e sp re a d  f e a r  
n a tio n w id e  t h a t  p e e r  re v ie w  
may b e  an  i n h e r e n t ly  
d a n g ero u s  a c t i v i t y .

The d e c i s i o n  n o te d  i n  c l e a r  
la n g u a g e  t h a t  p h y s ic ia n s  
who f e e l  th e y  h av e  b e e n  
w ronged b y  th e  p e e r  re v ie w  
p r o c e s s  h a v e  s t a t e  c l a i m s  
t h e y  c a n  p u r s u e  i n  s t a t e  
c o u r t s ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  
f e d e r a l  a n t i t r u s t  l a w s  
s h o u l d  n o t  a p p l y .

The AMA and O regon M e d ic a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n  f i l e d  an  am icu s 
b r i e f  c o n te n d in g  t h a t  p e e r  
re v ie w  i s  t h e  l i f e b l o o d  o f  
th e  p r o c e s s  t h a t  e n s u r e s  
q u a l i t y  i n  h o s p i t a l s ,  and 
t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  c o u r t s  
sh o u ld  r e s p e c t  s t a t e  law s 
t h a t  p ro m ote  and p r o t e c t  
th e  p r o c e s s .

The AMA’ s  G e n e ra l  C o u n se l 
K ir k  Jo h n so n  s a i d  th e  
r e s u l t  was im p o r ta n t  f o r  
m e d ic in e  and t h e  p e e r  
r e v ie w  p r o c e s s  i n  p a r t  b e 
c a u s e  s t a t e  c o u r t s  " w i l l  b e  
m o r e  a t t u n e d  t o  t h e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o f  p e e r  
r e v i e w  r e c o r d s .  "

MSPC NEW SLETTER 1 D ECEM BER, 1 9 8 6



FOR SALE

S te in w a y  G ran d  P ia n o ,  s i x  f o o t ,  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n .  C o n ta c t  
S a n d r a  B l e i w e i s s ,  5 6 5 - 3 0 5 3 .

S e r a l y z e r  f o r  s a l e ,  $ 2 , 2 0 0 . 0 0  S t i l l  u n d e r  w a r r a n t y .  P l e a s e  c a l l  
4 7 4 - 3 3 2 9 .

M AJESTIC NORTH END VIEW HOME. T h e ' SABIN G IB B S ’ hom e. F e a t u r e s  
e x p a n s iv e  m a r in e / m o u n ta in  v ie w , 4 ,3 0 0  + s q u a r e  f e e t ,  6  b ed ro o m s.
C l a s s i c  ch arm  w ith  p a r l o r ,  fo r m a l  l i v i n g  a n d  d in i n g  ro o m s, a l l  
a d ja c e n t  t o  u n iq u e  5 5 0  s q .  f t .  e n t e r t a i n m e n t / s o c i a l  a r e a .  F re n c h  
d o o r s  o p en  t o  s e c lu d e d  r e a r  y a r d  an d  b e a u t i f u l  5 0 ’ J a p a n e s e  K o i 
pond w ith  b r id g e  an d  w a t e r f a l l .  S i t u a t e d  on  a lm o s t  1/3 a c r e  
e l e v a t e d  s i t e  w i th  p r i v a t e  r o a d  a c c e s s .  OFFERED AT $ 2 2 0 ,0 0 0 .  
P l e a s e  c a l l  Ron W il l ia m s  t o  s e e .  7 5 2 - 6 6 9 6  o r  7 5 2 - 7 0 6 9  ( e v e . )  W.H. 
O PIE & CO. REALTORS.

S u r p lu s  M e d ic a l  E q u ip m e n t. L a r g e  i n v e n t o r y  o f  d i a g n o s t i c ,  o f f i c e  
an d  home c a r e  e q u ip m e n t . P r i c e s  e x t r e m e l y  r e a s o n a b l e . C a l l  
L y n d a , (2 0 6 )  4 5 3 - 8 8 9 2 .

V e r s a  F i l e  -  E x p o s e d  C h a r t  -  L a t e r a l  F i l e  S y s te m . E n t i r e  w a l l  
u n i t ,  $ 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  C a l l  L ynd a ( 2 0 6 )  4 5 3 - 8 8 9 2 .

Physicians who prefer 
— medicine to paperwork.

W e  a r e  lo o k in g  fo r  d e d i c a t e d  p h y s i 
c ia n s .  p h y s ic i a n s  w h o  want, to be, not  
s a l e s m e n ,  a c c o u n t a n t s ,  an d  la w y e r s ,  
b u t  p h y s ic ia n s .  F o r  .such p h y s ic ia n s ,  
we o f f e r  a  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  is p r a c t i c a l l y  
p e r f e c t .  In a l m o s t  no t i m e  you e x p e r i 
e n c e  a  s p e c t r u m  o f  c a s e s  s o m e  p h y s i 
c i a n s  do not e n c o u n t e r  in a l i f e t im e .  
Y o u  w o r k  w i th o u t  w o r r y i n g  w h e t h e r  
the p a t i e n t  c a n  pay  or  you will  be 
pa id ,  a n d  you p r e s c r i b e ,  n ot  th e  le a s t  
c a r e ,  n or  th e  m o s t  d e f e n s iv e  c a r e ,  bu t  
th e  b e s t  c a r e .

If  t h a t  is w h a t  you w a n t ,  jo in  the

p h y s ic i a n s  w h o  h a v e  jo in e d  th e  
A r m y .  A r m y  M e d i c i n e  is th e  p e r f e c t  
s e t t i n g  fo r  th e  d e d i c a t e d  p h y s ic i a n .  
A r m y  M e d i c i n e  p r o v id e s  w i d e - r a n g 
in g  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  fo r  th e  s tu d e n t ,  
th e  re s i d e n t ,  a n d  th e  p r a c t i c i n g  
p h y s ic ia n .

A r m y  M e d i c i n e  o f f e r s  f u l ly  a c c r e d 
ited r e s i d e n c ie s  in v i r t u a l ly  e v e r y  
s p e c i a l ty .  A r m y  r e s i d e n t s  g e n e r a l l y  
r e c e i v e  h i g h e r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  
g r e a t e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i ty  th a n  do t h e i r  
c i v i l i a n  c o u n t e r p a r t s  a n d  s c o r e  
h i g h e r  on s p e c i a l t y  e x a m i n a t i o n s .  I f

you a r e  c u r r e n t l y  in a  residency 
p r o g r a m  s u c h  a s  O r th o p e d ics ,  Neuro 
s u r g e r y ,  U r o l o g y ,  G e n e r a l  S u rg e ry ,  
o r  A n e s th e s i o l o g y ,  you m a y  be el ig i
b le  f o r  th e  A r m y ’s Sponsorship 
P r o g r a m .

A r m y  M e d i c i n e  o f f e r s  a n  a t tra ct iv e  
a l t e r n a t i v e  to c i v i l i a n  p r a c t ic e .  As an 
A r m y  O f f i c e r ,  you re c e iv e  sub stan 
tia l  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  e x t e n s i v e  annual 
pa id  v a c a t i o n ,  a  r e m a r k a b l e  re t i re 
m e n t  p la n ,  a n d  th e  f r e e d o m  to p r a c 
t i c e  w i t h o u t  e n d l e s s  i n s u r a n c e  forms, 
m a l p r a c t i c e  p r e m i u m s ,  and cash 
f low w o r r i e s .

Arm y M edicine: 
The practice that’s 

practically all m edicine.

C O N T A C T :  AMEDD Personnel Counselor 
Building 138, Room 116 
Naval Support Activity (Sand Point) 
Seattle, WA 98115
(206) 526-3548/3307
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BOARD ACTIONS 
'niKSDAY 

NOVEMBER 4 .  1986

 The Board commended the
Auxiliary for its many 
activities on behalf of 
the Society.

— A recommended amendment 
to the Memorandum o f  
U nderstanding from the 
Doctor/Lawyers Committee 
was approved. The 
amendment dealt with 
resolution of fee 
disputes and selection of 
an arbitrator.

— The Credentials Committee 
recommended that all 
applicants be required to 
attend the Credentials 
Committee meeting when 
their file would be 
reviewed for membership.
The Board supported the 
encouragement of all 
applicants to attend the 
meeting. However, it 
did not support mandatory 
attendance at the meeting 
as a prerequisite to 
having the applicants 
file reviewed.

The following applicants 
were approved for member
ship into the Society.

Thomas M. H e rro n . M.D.
P e d i a t r i c ia n  

Je n n ie  L . H in to n , M.D.
P s y c h i a t r i s t  

M ichael H. Ja c k s o n , M.D.
Fam ily  P r a c t i c e  

Gary W. N ic k e l .  M.D.
Ob-Gyn 

Edward W ill ia m s , M . D .
Ob-Gyn

P ro p o s e d  19 8 7  MSPC 
B u d g et

The B o a rd  re v ie w e d  t h e  1987  
p ro p o se d  b u d g e t w h ich  
p r o je c t e d  a  d e f i c i t  o f  
$ 1 1 ,1 9 3 .

I t  w as ap p ro v e d  t h a t  fu n d in g  
f o r  th e  P i e r c e  C ou nty  
L ib r a r y  c o n t in u e  a t  t h e  1986  
l e v e l ,  w h ich  i s ,  $ 3 9 ,0 8 1  
( $ 6 9 .7 9  p e r  m em b er). The 
L i b r a r y  had  s o u g h t an 
i n c r e a s e  o f  $ 3 ,0 4 8  f o r  1 9 8 7 . 
I t  was n o te d  t h a t  th e  
L ib r a r y  w ould b e  u n d e r ta k in g  
two fu n d  r a i s i n g  d r i v e s  i n  
1987  t h a t  w ould a s s i s t  i t  in  
s e c u r in g  a d d i t i o n a l  fu n d s .

The B o a rd  ap p ro v ed  c o n t in u 
a t i o n  o f  fu n d in g  o f  th e  
C o l le g e  o f  M e d ic a l E d u c a tio n  
( $ 6 ,7 7 6 )  o r  $ 1 2 .1 0  p e r  

member a n n u a lly .

I t  was n o te d  t h a t  M em bership 
B e n e f i t s  I n c .  had  im proved  
i t s  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  and 
w ould b e  a b le  t o  resum e 
paym ent on i t s  lo a n  t o  th e  
S o c i e t y .  MBI w i l l  p ay  th e  
S o c i e t y  $ 5 0 0  m o n th ly . A 
m o tio n  was made t h a t  th e  
B u d g e t b e  amended t o  r e f l e c t  
t h i s  added in co m e. T h is  
in fo r m a t io n  was n o t  a v a i l 
a b le  when th e  b u d g e t was 
d r a f  t e d .

The p o s s i b i l i t y  o r  n e e d  f o r  
r a i s i n g  th e  d u es was 
c o n s id e r e d .  D ues ($ 2 8 5 )  
h av e  n o t  b e e n  r a i s e d  f o r  
t h r e e  y e a r s .  The p r e s e n t  
r e s e r v e  l e v e l  i s  2 7 .0 %  o f  
th e  b a s i c  o p e r a t in g  e x p e n s e . 
The B o a rd  a g r e e d  t h a t  d u es 
s h o u ld  re m a in  a s  i s  f o r  
1 9 8 7 .

The amended b u d g e t 
p r o je c t e d  t o t a l  incom e o f  
$ 1 8 2 ,4 0 0 ,  t o t a l  e x p e n s e s  
$ 1 8 7 ,5 9 3  f o r  a  d e f i c i t  o f  
$ 5 ,1 9 3 .  The b u d g e t was 
ap p ro v ed  a s  am ended.

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m ag n itu d e  
and e x t e n t  o f  t h e  ch a n g e s  
m and ated  b y  t h e  1986  T ax  
R eform  A c t ,  p ru d en ce  
d i c t a t e s  t h a t  e v e ry o n e  
t a k e  t h e  t im e  t o  m eet w ith  
t h e i r  t a x  a d v is o r  b e f o r e  
D ecem ber 3 1 ,  1986  t o  map 
o u t im m ed ia te  and  lo n g -  
ra n g e  s t e p s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
m in im iz e  th e  im p a ct o f  th e  
1986  TRA.

Some p r o v is io n s  o f  t h e  TRA 
t o  p ay  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i 
on t o  a r e :

1 )  E l im in a t io n  o f  C a p i t a l  
G a in s  D e d u c tio n .

2 ) I n t e r e s t  D e d u ctio n  a l 
m o st e l i m i n a t e d .

3 ) T ax  S h e l t e r s
4 )  P e n s io n  and  P r o f i t -  

S h a r in g  P la n s .
5 ) T a x a b le  Y e a r s  o f  
P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e  C o rp o ra 
t i o n s  , S C o r p o r a t io n s  
and P a r t n e r s h i p s .

A m ore co m p re h en siv e  
a r t i c l e  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  th e  
F e b ru a ry  B u l l e t i n  and  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  b y  c a l l i n g  th e  
S o c i e t y  o f f i c e  a t  5 7 2 -  
3 6 6 7 .

TAX REFORM

GLASSES POUND

A p a i r  o f  r e a d in g  g l a s s e s  
w ere  l e f t  a t  th e  S h e r a to n  
H o te l  fo l lo w in g  th e  O c to b e r  
G e n e ra l M em bership 
M e e t in g . They  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  b y  c a l l i n g  th e  
M e d ic a l S o c i e t y  O f f i c e  a t  
5 7 2 - 3 6 6 7 .
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POSITION WANTED

S e m i - r e t i r e d  B o a r d  C e r t i f i e d  I n t e r n i s t  w i th  16 y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  m e d ic in e  s e e k i n g  e i t h e r  a  p a r t - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  o r  f u l l 
t im e  w ith  r e g u l a r  h o u r s .  L ic e n s e d  i n  W a s h in g to n . P l e a s e  c o n t a c t :  
D o n a ld  J .  M cC aughey, M .D ., 2 4 5 0 1  V ia  M ar M o n te , # 5 9 , C a r m e l, CA,
9 3 9 2 3 ,  ( 4 0 8 )  6 2 5 - 9 4 2 1 .

A D D R E SS CHANGE

A D D R E SS CHANGE FO R M IC H A EL R .  L O V Y , M .D . AND CAROL 
L O W , R . D . ,  M . E . D . , :  U n i o n  M e d i c a l  B u i l d i n g ,  2 4 2 0
S o u t h  U n i o n ,  # 1 5 0 ,  n e w  p h o n e :  7 5 6 - 2 1 8 2 .

Specialists in medical malpractice insurance since 1945. 
Representing, CNA, ICA, St. Paul.

PERSING, DYCKMAN 
& TOYNBEE, INC. 
INSURANCE BROKERS

Service that goes beyond the con tract.

A  full range o f insurance coverage to meet all o f your 
personal and professional needs.

705 South Ninth, Tacoma WA 98405 / 6 2 7 -7 1 8 3

B ob  Sizer 
Doug Dyckman 
Joh n  Toyrrbce 
W ayne Thronson

Marge Johnson, CPCU 
R ob Rieder 
Bob Cleaveland, CLU 
Curt Dyckman

Presenting The Pacific 
Northwest’s First Regional 
Seminar On Gerontological Nursing

March 25, 26, 27

For the first time, more than 50 o f the Pacific Northwest's 

leading specialists in the field o f geriatric care join in a 

symposium aimed at making nurses and other health-care pro

fessionals more expert in caring for the elderly.

Headed by Richard Waltman, M.D., F A C  P. this intensive pro

gram explores the aging process and its effect on body systems. 

Attendees w ill be eligible for IS CF.RP credits. For an inform a

tive brochure about the seminar, w rite o r call:

Humana" Ilospital-Tacoma 

Nursiiii; Administration 
I’ 0,Hiix llnl-t
Tui'wna.WA 9,X-il I-IHI4
( 2(Ki) 572-2323, Ext. 72I9

H u m a n a ®  H o s p i t a l - T a c o m a
B r i n g i n g  t h e  h u n u n  b r i n g  m  n e e d  i n i .  i t h e  I K i n d s  i il :i d u r i o r . " 1

MSPC NEWSLETTER

Crossroads Treatment Center

Alcoholism
A Program Designed to Provide 
Comprehensive Treatment for 
All Facets of Alcoholism

Physician Directed

Family Treatment Included

Cost Effective Outpatient 
Program

Covered by many Health 
Insurance Plans

FOR INFORMATION 
CONTACT:

Ted Berning, Administrator 
5909 Orchard St. West 

Tacoma, WA 98467
(206) 473-7474

CROSSROADS
TREATMENT
CENTER

An Approved Washington Alcoholism 
Treatment Facility
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MBW APPLICANTS

The Hedical Society of Pierce 
County welcoaes the following 
oho have jade application for 
aeahership into the Society.

SCOTT B. CABLETON, H.D.,
Radiology. B o m  in Minneapolis, 
HN, 6/4/5L Medical School, 
Baory Hedical School, 6/78; 
internship. University of Oregon 
Health Sciences Ctr., Rotating 
Surgery, 6/78-6/79; residency, 
Oregon Health Sciences Univer
sity, Diagnostic fiadiology, 
Washington State License, 1985. 
Dr. Carleton is currently 
practicing at 7424 Bridgeport 
Kay West 1103, Tacoaa,

GLEN A. GORDON, H.D., Fanily 
Practice. Born in Ottona, OH,
8/2/37. Hedical School,
Creighton University, 1963;
internship, St. Rita's Hedical 
Center, 7/63-6/64; fellowship, 
NIB Clinical Center, 8/66-6/67. 
Washington State License, 1986. 
Dr. Gordon is currently prac
ticing at 502 - 54th Avenue 
Bast, Fife.

PAULA L. SCHULZE, H.D., Fauily 
Practice. Born in Dallas, TI,
5/5/54, Hedical School,
University of Texas, 1983; 
internship, Tacoaa Faaily Hedi
cine, 7/83-6/84; residency, 
Tacoaa Fauily Hedicine, 7/84- 
6/86, Washington State License, 
1984. Dr. Schulze is currently 
practicing at 521 South K Street, 
Tacoaa.

CA8L B. ERLING, H.D., family 
Practice. Born in Williiar, HN, 
4/16/39. Hedical School, 
University of Hinnesota, 1964; 
internship, Bethesda Lutheran 
Hospital, 7/64-7/65. Washington 
State License, 1986, Dr. Erling 
is currently practicing at 301 
South 320th, Federal Way,

COMPLETE OVERAIJ. OF 
MEDICARE PREDICTED

L e g i s l a t i v e  A id e  t o  S e n a to r  
S la d e  G o r to n , D avid  
M c In ty re , p r e d ic t e d  t h a t  
M e d ic a re  w ould u n d erg o  a  
c o m p le te  o v e r a l l  w i th in  th e  
n e x t  4 - 5  y e a r s .

M c In ty r e , f i l l e d  i n  f o r  
S e n a to r  G o r to n , who was 
u n a b le  t o  a t t e n d  th e  
O c to b e r  9 G e n e ra l  Member
s h ip  M e e tin g  due t o  
C o n g re ss  n o t  a d jo u r n in g  a s  
s c h e d u le d .

CUSTOMARY AND PREVAILING 
CHARGES AVAILABLE

I f  you a r e  u n c e r t a in  w hat 
y o u r cu s to m a ry  c h a r g e s  a r e  
and  how th e y  com pare t o  t h e  
p r e v a i l i n g  r a t e s  i n  y o u r 
s p e c i a l t y ,  c o n t a c t :

M a r ily n  W ill ia m s  
c/ o  M e d ic a re  D esk 
P i e r c e  C ou nty  M e d ic a l 

B u reau  
1114  Broadw ay P la z a  
Tacom a 9 8 4 0 2

M a r ily n  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  g iv e  
you t h e  new r a t e s  f o r  1 9 8 7 . 
The r e q u e s t  m u st b e  i n  
w r i t i n g .

LOCAL PHYSICIAN*S 
ARTICLE 

PUBLISHED IN JAMA

D r. A la n  T i c e ,  I n f e c t i o u s  
D is e a s e  s p e c i a l i s t  and  
member o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  
s i n c e  1979  had  a n  a r t i c l e  
p u b l is h e d  i n  t h e  O c to b e r  
17 i s s u e  o f  JAMA.

The a r t i c l e  " I n f e c t i o u s  
D i s e a s e s "  was w r i t t e n  i n  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w ith  
D r. K in g  H olm es, S e a t t l e  
p h y s i c ia n .

D r. T i c e  i s  a  member o f  
th e  AIDS t a s k  f o r c e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  WSMA.

NOTARY SERVICE 
AVAILABLE AT ffiPC

OFFICE

N o ta ry  s e r v i c e  t o  members 
i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  MSPC 
o f f i c e  a t  no c h a r g e .

I t  i s  recom m ended t h a t  an 
a p p o in tm e n t o r  c a l l  b e  made 
p r i o r  t o  v i s i t i n g  th e  
o f f i c e .

He r e p o r te d  t h a t  u n d er th e  
M e d ica re  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  
p la n ,  a l l  p h y s ic ia n s  w ould 
b e  g iv e n  a  3 .2%  u p d a te  i n  
t h e i r  M e d ic a re  p r e v a i l i n g  
c h a r g e  l i m i t s  i n  F Y -8 7 , b u t  
p erm an en t l i m i t s  w ould b e  
im posed  on i n c r e a s e s  i n  th e  
c h a r g e s  o f  non
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  p h y s i c ia n s .

D eep c o m p le x ity  a r i s e s  i n  
th e  te rm s  s e t  f o r t h  f o r  
n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i n g  p h y s i c i a 
n s  . I f  t h e i r  cu sto m a ry  
c h a r g e s  e x c e e d  th e  p r e v a i l 
in g  c h a r g e  l i m i t  b y  15% o r  
m ore th e y  w ould b e  e n t i t l e d  
t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  a c t u a l  
c h a r g e s  t o  p a t i e n t s  b y  o n ly  
1% ab o v e  c u r r e n t l y  f r o z e n  
c h a r g e  l e v e l s .

P h y s ic ia n s  w hose cu sto m a ry  
c h a r g e s  a r e  l e s s  th a n  115% 
o f  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  c o u ld  
r a i s e  t h e i r  a c t u a l  c h a r g e s  
t o  115% o f  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  
u n d e r a  fo rm u la  o f  fo u r  
o n e -y e a r  s t e p s .
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POSITIONS & PRACTICES

PSYCH IA TRIST -  F u l l  t im e  o r  p a r t  t im e  c o n t r a c t u a l  p o s i t i o n  
a v a i l a b l e  w ith  C o m p re h e n s iv e  M e n ta l  H e a lt h  C e n t e r .  R e q u ir e s  b o a r d  
e l i g i b l e  p s y c h i a t r i s t  w i th  c o m p le t io n  o f  t h r e e - y e a r  r e s i d e n c y  i n  
p s y c h i a t r y ,  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d ic in e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
W a s h in g to n . R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n c lu d e  c l i e n t  e v a l u a t i o n  f o r
m e d ic a t i o n ,  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  d i a g n o s i s  o r  s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t
re c o m m e n d a tio n s  an d  c l i n i c a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  t o  C e n t e r  s t a f f .
Q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  may s u b m it  re su m e  t o  CMHC-, 1 2 0 1  S o .  P r o c t o r ,  
Tacom a WA 9 8 4 0 5 .  EOE.

C o m m itted  f a m i l y  p r a c t i c e  p h y s i c i a n  n e e d e d  b y  u r b a n  N a t iv e  
A m e rica n  com m u n ity  f o r  c h a l l e n g i n g  an d  f u l f i l l i n g  p r a c t i c e .  
E x c e l l e n t  m e d ic a l  co m m u n ity , i d e a l  l o c a t i o n  w i t h  n e a r b y  m o u n ta in s , 
b e a c h e s  an d  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  Good b e n e f i t s  p a c k a g e . S e n d  CV 
t o :  P u y a l lu p  T r i b a l  H e a lt h  A u t h o r i t y ,  2 2 0 9  E a s t  32n d  S t . ,  T acom a,
9 8 4 0 4 .

P r im a r y  C a r e  P h y s i c i a n s  -  E x c e l l e n t  p r a c t i c e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
im m e d ia te ly  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  o u t s t a n d in g  BC/BE f a m i l y ,  g e n e r a l  an d  
i n t e r n a l  m e d ic in e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  F i r s t  y e a r  in co m e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  
$ 8 0 ,0 0 0 .  O f f i c e  s p a c e  an d  m a r k e t in g  s u p p o r t  p r o v id e d  f o r  t h o s e  
e a g e r  t o  b u i l d  a  s t r o n g  p r a c t i c e  i n  a  s u p p o r t i v e  m e d ic a l  
e n v iro n m e n t i n  m e t r o p o l i t a n  S e a t t l e .  F o r  m ore i n f o r m a t i o n ,  phone 
o r  w r i t e ,  in c lu d e  C . V . : R e c r u i tm e n t  C o m m itte e , W est S e a t t l e
Com m unity H o s p i t a l ,  2 6 0 0  S o u th  W est H o ld en  S t r e e t ,  S e a t t l e  WA 
9 8 1 2 6 ,  ( 2 0 6 )  9 3 8 - 6 0 0 0 .

F a m ily  P r a c t i t i o n e r  e x p a n d in g  tw o d o c t o r  p r a c t i c e  i n  P u y a l lu p .  No 
OB o r  m a jo r  s u r g e r y ,  7 d o c t o r  c a l l  g r o u p , c o n t a c t  W i l l ia m  K n i t t e l ,  
p h o n e 8 4 1 - 2 7 4 4 .

S o u th  S e a t t l e :  OB/GYN— im m e d ia te  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  u n ta p p e d  p o t e n t i a l ,  
o f f i c e ,  p r o v id e d . C r o s s - c o v e r a g e ,  c o m f o r t a b l e  Com m unity H o s p i t a l .  
BE/BC se n d  CV t o :  H .S .  E p s t e i n ,  1 3 0 3 0  M i l i t a r y  R o ad  S o . ,  S e a t t l e ,
9 8 1 6 8 .

MORTON, WASHINGTON: P r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  o p p o r t u n i t y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r
p a r t - t i m e  B o a rd  c e r t i f i e d / e l i g i b l e  O r th o p e d ic  S u r g e o n  i n  t h e
b e a u t i f u l ,  r u r a l  com m u n ity  o f  M o rto n , s o u th w e s t  W a s h in g to n  s t a t e .
F i n a n c i a l  p o t e n t i a l  h i s t o r i e s  a v a i l a b l e .  P r a c t i c e  l o c a t e d  i n  an  
e x c e l l e n t ,  new c l i n i c a l  f a c i l i t y  s i t u a t e d  a d ja c e n t  t o  2 0 -b e d  
M o rton  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l ,  w h ich  i s  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  V i r g i n i a  M ason 
M e d ic a l  C e n te r  in  S e a t t l e .  E x c e l l e n t  o u td o o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Sen d  C .V . t o :  P a t t y  H o u se , H e a lt h  R e s o u r c e
S e r v i c e s  G rou p , V i r g i n i a  M ason H o s p i t a l ,  9 2 5  S e n e c a ,  P .O . B ox
1 9 3 0 , S e a t t l e  WA 9 8 1 1 1 ,  ( 2 0 6 )  2 2 3 - 6 3 5 1 .
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DR. DAVE POMEROY TO 
BIKE SEATTLE TO 

ATLANTIC CITY

BOARD OF TOUSTKMS
ACTIONS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7

TACOMA MALL 
HEALTH FAIR VOLUNTEERS 

NKKDED

Gig H arbor f a m ily  
p h y s ic ia n  Dave Pom eroy 
w i l l  u n d e rta k e  a  3 , 2 0 0  
m ile  b i c y c l e  r i d e  a c r o s s  
Am erica n e x t  summer.

Pomeroy, who biked through 
France this past summer 
will join 200 other riders 
who will seek pledges of 
support from friends and 
colleagues. The funds 
will go to support the 
American Lung Association.
The Lung Association has 
long sponsored programs; 
such as: quit smoking, 
childrens asthma programs, 
clean air, occupational 
workshops and many other 
public education efforts.

The c y c l i s t s  w i l l  b e g in  
t h e i r  t r e k  in  S e a t t l e  and 
c r o s s  th e  c o n t in e n t  on th e  
n orth ern  r o u t e ,  p r i m a r i l y  
on Highway 2 . 30 0 0  m ile s
and s i x  weeks l a t e r  th e y  
w i l l  te r m in a te  t h e i r  r i d e  
in  A t la n t ic  C i t y .

Dr. Pomeroy w i l l  b e  s e n d in g  
out r e q u e s ts  and s e e k in g  
supp ort from  h i s  f e l l o w  
p h y s ic ia n s .

— The B o a rd  r e q u e s t e d  
a d d i t i o n a l  in fo r m a t io n  r e 
g a r d in g  r e g u l a t i n g  pow ers o f  
t h e  B o a rd  o f  H e a lth  and EMS 
C o u n c i l .

— The C om m ittee on A ging 
r e p o r t e d  i t  had  m et w ith  
S e n a to r  L o r r a in e  W ojahn and 
t h e  P r e s i d e n t s  o f  th e  t h r e e  
l o c a l  c h a p t e r s  o f  th e  AARP. 
I n i t i a t i v e  92  was d is c u s s e d  
i n  d e t a i l .

— The S u b co m m ittee  on 
F lu o r id e  r e p o r te d  t h a t  i t  
w ould su b m it a  p e t i t i o n  t o  
t h e  v o t e r s  o f  Tacom a t o  
p l a c e  f l u o r i d e  i n  th e  
d r in k in g  w a te r . The number 
o f  p e t i t i o n  s ig n a t u r e s  
r e q u ir e d  f o r  th e  i s s u e  to  
be  p la c e d  on th e  November 
1987 b a l l o t  would b e  3 5 0 0 .—

— The B o a rd  d is c u s s e d  th e  
p r e s e n t  p h y s ic ia n  r e f e r r a l  
c r i t e r i a  a s  a d m in is te r e d  
b y  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f f i c e .
T h e re  was g e n e r a l  a g r e e 
m ent t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
p o l i c y ,  w h ich  r e q u i r e s  
th o s e  members on  th e  l i s t  
t o  a c c e p t  m e d ic a id  
p a t i e n t s  b e  c o n t in u e d .

The a n n u a l Tacom a M a ll 
H e a lth  F a i r  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  
su ch  a  p o p u la r  e v e n t  w ith  
t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  w i l l  
a g a in  b e  h e ld  i n  1 9 8 7 .

The A u x i l ia r y  and  M e d ica l 
S o c i e t y  w i l l  h av e  a  b o o th  
and  v o lu n t e e r s  ( P h y s ic ia n s  
and  A u x i l ia r y  m em bers) 
would b e  a p p r e c ia t e d .  
D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  
and  b lo o d  p r e s s u r e  t e s t i n g  
w i l l  b e  p a r t  o f  th e  
v o lu n te e r s  a c t i v i t i e s .

Anyone who h a s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  th e  p a s t  h a s  a lw ay s 
e n jo y e d  w o rk in g  i n  th e  
b o o th  and th e  o p p o r tu n ity  
t o  m eet many, many p e o p le . 
The v o lu n t e e r  p e r io d  i n  th e  
b o o th  i s  u s u a l l y  f o r  two 
h o u rs  o n ly .

UNUSED COMPUTER??

Do you h av e an o u td a te d  o r  un u sed  o f f i c e  o r  home com p u ter t h a t  you 
would b e  w i l l i n g  t o  d o n a te  f o r  a  good c a u s e ?  The M e d ic a l S o c i e t y  
i s  lo o k in g  f o r  a  co m p u ter s y s te m  t o  k e ep  r e c o r d s  f o r  th e  
P h y s i c i a n ’ s  D ir e c t o r y  and f o r  a c c o im t in g  p u r p o s e s . P le a s e  c a l l  
Sue a t  5 7 2 - 3 7 0 9 ,  i f  you a r e  a b le  t o  h e lp .

MSPC N EW SLETTER 7 DECEMBER, 1 9 8 6



( a l
t i r o0 #

W ork in g  
S o lu tio n s

P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  

F o r  T h e  I n j u r e d
410 S.W. 153rd S t Seattle, WA 98166 

(206) 244-5460
Serving all Pierce and King Counties--near SeaTac Airport

Physical Capacities 
Evaluations

"GET INVOLVED" 
M e s s a g e  t o  A u x i l i a r y

E d ie  E p s t e i n ,  N a t io n a l  
A u x i l i a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to  
t h e  AMPAC B o a r d  o f  T r u s te e  
u r g e d  A u x i l i a r y  an d  S o c ie t y  
m em bers t o  "b eco m e in v olv ed " 
i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s .

M rs . E p s t e i n  w as h o s te d  a t  a 
r e c e p t i o n  upon a r r i v a l  from 
h e r  F l o r i d a  hom e. She 
a d d r e s s e d  t h e  A u x i l ia r y  
m em b ersh ip  m e e t in g  a t  th e  
L i t t l e  C h u rch  on  th e  
P r a i r i e ,  F r i d a y ,  O c to b e r  17.

Work Hardening 
And Physical Conditioning 

Programs 
Chronic Pain 

Management Program

m  P L E A S E  C A L L
I j-J  R o n  W ill ia m s

752-6696 or 752-7069 (eve.)

PROFESSIONAL OFFICES: Prime No. End/Westgate location, 10 
minutes from hospitals. 3600+sq.ft. 1 year-old; modem amenities. 
Ideal for medical/dental clinic or other professional use.
AVAILABLE NOW. Purchase, lease or lease/option.

COLLEGE PARK CONDO OFFICE: 872 sq. ft. 2 year-old office 
across fromTCC/James Center. Reception area/kitchinette.
Asking $75,000 or lease, lease/option.

W . H .  Q P I E  &  C O .  R E A L T O R S

------------------------------------------------------------------  5738 No. 26Th (No. 26th & Pearl)
TRADITION IN EXCELLEN CE SINCE 1888 Tacoma, WA 98407

MEDICUS
C lean ing Service  

Residence  &  Private Offices

(2 0 6 )5 6 5 -9 3 1 7  Eva Oravetz 
5503 39th C.E.
Tacoma. WA 9 8 4 6 6

O FFICE SPACE
O f f i c e  S p a c e  w ith  i n - o f f i c e  l a b  an d  x - r a y  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  s h a r e  w ith  
tw o s u b - s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  t h e  C e d a r  M e d ic a l  C e n t e r ,  r e n t  w i th  o p t io n  
t o  b u y . 1 9 0 1  S o .  C e d a r , T aco m a. 2 7 2 - 2 2 6 1  o r  5 7 2 - 3 5 2 0 .

P r o f e s s i o n a l  o f f i c e  s p a c e  f o r  l e a s e ,  U n i v e r s i t y  P l a c e ,  1 5 0 0  s q u a r e  
f e e t ,  8 6 3 - 7 9 2 6 .

P r o f e s s i o n a l  o f f i c e  s p a c e  f o r  l e a s e ;  1 4 5 0  s q  f t  i n  r a p i d l y  g ro w in g  
P u y allu p / E d g ew o o d  a r e a .  8 6 3 - 6 9 3 8 .
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AUXILIARY NEWS

The MSPC/MSPCA H o lid a y  
D in ner w i l l  b e  h e ld  a t  th e  
S h e r a t o n  H o t e l  on T u esd a y , 
December 9 .  C o c k t a i l s  w i l l  
be a t  6 : 3 0  and d in n e r  w i l l  
fo llo w  a t  7 : 3 0 .  G u est 
sp e a k er w i l l  b e  D r. J a c k  
L e in  from  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
W ashington , s o  t h i s  
p ro m ises t o  b e  a  v e ry  
e n t e r t a in in g  e v e n in g . 
Gourmet fo o d  i te m s  and w ine 
w i l l  be  r a f f l e d  d u r in g  th e  
even ing  and th e  c e n t e r 
p ie c e s  w i l l  b e  f o r  s a l e  s o  
i t  w i l l  b e  a  good t im e  t o  
p ick  up a  few  t h in g s  f o r  
th e  h o l id a y s .  Women a r e  
a ls o  re q u e s te d  t o  b r in g  a  
C h ristm as g i f t  f o r  som eone 
a t  th e  Women’ s  S u p p o rt 
S h e l t e r .  R e s e r v a t io n s  w i l l  
be l im i t e d ,  s o  g e t  y o u rs  in  
e a r ly  b y  c o n t a c t in g  th e  
P ie r c e  County M e d ica l 
S o c ie ty !

SANTA I S  COMING t o  th e  
C h i ld r e n ’ s  H o lid a y  P a r t y  on 
W ednesday, D ecem ber 1 0 , from  
4 : 0 0  t o  5 : 3 0  p. m.  a t  th e  
U n i v e r s i t y  P l a c e  R e c r e a t io n  
C e n te r ,  25 3 4  G randview  A ve. 
T h e re  w i l l  b e  a  m ag ic  show , 
c r a f t s  t o  m ake, and  r e f r e s h 
m en ts . Moms ( and 
g ra n d m o th e rs ) a r e  r e q u e s t e d  
t o  b r in g  1 d ozen  c o o k ie s  f o r  
t h e  p a r t y  and  one unwrapped 
g i f t  f o r  a  c h i l d  a t  th e  
Women’ s  S u p p o rt S h e l t e r .  
T h e s e  g i f t s  a r e  u se d  f o r  
v a r io u s  o c c a s io n s  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  y e a r  and a r e  v e r y  much 
a p p r e c ia t e d .

On November 3 , th e  A u x i l ia r y  
B o a rd  members ap p rov ed  th e  
p h i la n t h r o p ic  fu n d s t o  b e  
d is p e r s e d  t o  th e  fo l lo w in g  
r e c i p i e n t s :  FADE OUT ( F i f e
A lc o h o l Drug E d u c a tio n  
O u tr e a c h ) w hose p u rp o se  i s  
t o  e d u c a te  p a r e n t s ,

Personal Problems of Physicians Committee
For Im paired Physicians 

Your colleagues want to help.
Medical Problems. Drugs,

Alcohol, Retirement, Emotional Problems
Committee Members

Patrick Donley, Chairman 272-2234 
Robert A. O'Connell 627-2330
John R. McDonough 572-2424
William A. McPhee 474-0751
Ronald C. Johnson 84M241
Jack P. Liewer 588-1759
Dennis F. Waldron 272-5127
Mis. Marie Griffith 588-9371

c h i l d r e n ,  and t h e  com
m u n ity  i n  o r d e r  t o  s to p  
d ru g  u s a g e ; E Q u est S p e c i a l  
R id e r s  w h ich  p r o v id e s  r i d 
in g  th e r a p y  f o r  d is a b le d  
c h i l d r e n ;  O rgan D o n a tio n  
A s s o c i a t i o n ;  and  AMA-ERF.

A rran g em en ts a r e  s t i l l  
b e in g  f i n a l i z e d  f o r  th e  
S p r in g  F a s h io n  Show w h ich  
w i l l  b e  c o -s p o n s o r e d  by  
th e  a u x i l i a r y ,  th e  J u n io r  
L ea g u e , Tacoma S t a r s  and 
t h e  Tacom a O rth o p e d ic  
G u ild s . I t  w i l l  b e  h e ld  
on M arch 18 i n  th e  Tacoma 
Dome and  t h e  c o s t  o f  $25  
w i l l  in c lu d e  lu n c h  and an y  
p r e - e v e n t s  and s e m in a r s .

M em bership d u es i n  th e  
am ount o f  $ 5 5 .0 0  c a n  s t i l l  
b e  s e n t  t o  B e t t y  V ir t u e ,
71 L e s c h i  S t . , M adrona 
P a r k , S te i la c o o m , WA 
9 8 3 8 8 .
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You are cordially tnrttod to Join the

ilr&iral iwrirty of JKm? GImmkj
and

fHr rrr (Hounty itortoral Auxiliary
i t  their

ANNUAL JOINT DINNER MEETING 
TACOMA SHERATON HOTEL

Tuesday, December 9, 1986
Featuring

Installation of 1987 Medical Society Officer* and Trustee*

And

Jack Lein, M.D. 
"A Humorous Look at Medicine"

Cocktails (no host) 6:30 p.m.
Dinner 7:15 p.m.

Program 8:15 p.m.

123.00 per person, 146.00 per couple 
(Price include# wine, tax  gratuities)

Special Auxiliary Request:
Please bring a wrapped gift for a woman at the Tacoma Support Shelter, label gift* at to contents. Suggested Hemi: 
boob or magazines, stationery with stamps, cosmetics, toilet articles.

Also: A raffle will be held to benefit the Student Recognition Program. Tickets will be available during cocktail 
hour.

Please complete the attached reservation form and mail it, with a check for the appropriate amount, to the Medical 
Society office. Or call the Society, 672-8667, to confirm your reservation.

Reservations are requested by Wednesday, December 3, 1986

1986 Medical Society/Medical Auxiliary Annual Joint Dinner Meeting
l(we) have set aside the evening of December 6, 1086 to join members of the Medical 

Society of Pierce County and Pierce County Medical Auxiliary at their Annual Joint Dinner 
Meeting and Installation of Officers.

Please reserve_________ dinner(s) at 128.00 per person/$46.00 per couple.
Wine, ta i  and gratuity included. Enclosed is my check for I _________________ .

Dr._____________________________________________________
(please print)

Please make check payable to Medical Society of Pierce County.

Return to the Society by Wednesday, December 3, 1086.
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C o n t i n u i n g  M e d i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  
S p o n s o r e d  b y

CO LLEG E OF M ED ICA L EDUCATION

F o r  F u r t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n

6 2 7 - 7 1 3 7

D e c e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 1 ,  1 9 8 6

ADVANCED C A R D IA C  L I F E  SU P P O R T  
♦ c e r t i  f i c a t i o n / r e c e r t  i  f i c a t i o n

D e c e m b e r  1 1 ,  1 9 8 6

COMMON PR O B LEM S I N  E . N . T .  
P R A C T IC A L  S O L U T IO N S

♦ T h e  S t u f f y  N o s e
♦ U p p e r  R e s p i r a t o r y  A l l e r g y
♦ GI  R e f l u x
♦ T e m p o r o m a n d i b u l a r  J o i n t
♦ O r a l  L e s i o n s  
♦ O t i t i s  M e d i a
* A u d i o m e t r y / T y p a n o m e t r y  
♦ H e a r i n g  A i d s  
♦ N o s e  B l e e d i n g
♦ E p i g l o t t i t i s  v s  C r o u p  v s  T r a c h e i t i s  
♦ S i n u s i t i s

J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1 9 8 7

THE LAW AND M E D IC IN E

♦ M a l p r a c t i c e  D e f e n s e  E x p e r i e n c e s  
♦ D o c t o r s  a n d  L a w y e r s :

T i m e ,  M o n e y  & R e c o r d s  
♦ T h e  M a l p r a c t i c e  I n s u r a n c e  C r i s i s  
♦ O u r  A d v e r s a r y  S y s t e m  o f  J u s t i c e  
♦ Wh e n  Y o u  A r e  S u e d
♦ R e c e n t  C h a n g e s  i n  P e r s o n a l  I n j u r y  

L a w s  a n d  T o r t  R e f o r m  
♦ C r i m i n a l  L a w a n d  M e d i c i n e
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Featuring 
Tacoma's Finest Homes

Richard C. Pessemier 
Sales Associate

272-41J8 OFFICE 759-2699 HOME

Swanson-McGoldrick, Inc.
W A S H IN G T O N  B U IL D IN G  SL 'IT I- W2  

T A C O M A .  W A S H IN G T O N  98402

Computerized Testing 
By Fastest

Psychological, Vocational, 
E d u c a tio n a l

Adult and Children

Harold B. Johnston, MD, P.S.
Allen more Medical Center, B-:10()9 

South 19th & Union 
Tacom a, WA 98405 

Telephone 383-2413

Custom RX Compounding
N at Progesterone Suppositories, Troche 

25,50,100,200,400 mg.

Minoxidil Lotion 
1,2,3,4,5%

Union Avenue Pharmacy 
2302 S. Union Ave. 

Tacoma 
752-1705

Designed for PC type computers

Medical Office Management System 
for primary care 

and other specialities

C ®  in) ft © © f t

B3I Helgeson 
Viking Consulting Services, 1-857-4815 

or
James M. Blankenship, MD 

0-564-4692; H-752-0581

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF PIERCE COUNTY 
705 South 9th, Suite 203  

Tacoma, Washington 98405
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